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Friends  y  Countrymen  and  Fellow-Subjects. 
am  forry  to  trouble  you  again, 


"^jffp  in  this  Manner  j  but  as  I  dedi- 
J&  cated  the  former  Volumes  of 


^ylJJllll  the  Craftsman  to  You,  in 
your  collective  Capacity,  I  hope 
You  will  not  refufe  this  fecond  Addreis ; 
in  which  I  fhall  be  very  lhort,  and  only 
give  You  a  fummary  Account  of  the  prin- 
Vol.  viii  A  cipal 
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cipal  Subjects,  which  compofe  the  follow- 
ing Volumes. 

X  concluded  the  former  Collection,  in  the 
Year  1731,  with  Mr  Oldcastle's  Re- 
marks on  the  Englifh  Hijlory,  and  fome 
Obfervations  on  the  Treaty  of  Vienna, 
made  about  the  fame  Time,  which  in  a 
Manner  diflblved  our  clofe  Allyance  with 
France,  reconciled  Her  to  Spain,  and  foon 
afterwards  produced  an  Attack  upon  the 
Emperor,  both  in  Italy  and  upon  the 
Rhine. 

But  as  We  were  not  immediately  con- 
certed in  this  War,  though  I  am  afraid 
We  fhall  be  in  the  Confequences  of  it,  the 
following  Volumes  conlilt  chiefly  of  Papers 
upon  Points  of  domeftick  Government,  as 
the  former  ones  did  upon  foreign  Affairs. 

The  firfl  Subject  of  any  great  Confe- 
quence  was  the  Independency  of  Par- 
liament ;  in  Anfwerto  a  fcandalous  Po- 
sition, advanced  by  a  right  reverend  Pre- 
late of  our  Church,  againil  the  Bill  for  pre- 
venting private  Pen/tons,  and  a  corrupt 
pecuniary  Dependency  of  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons upon  the  Crown.  This  Doctrine  was 
fo  fully  exploded,  that  the  Advocates  for 
it  were  obliged  to  give  it  up,  or  explain 
it  away  into  that  legal,    conjfitutional  De- 
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pendency  of  one  Part  of  the  Legijlature  up' 
on  the  others j  which  hath  been  fo  ftrongly 
aflerted  and  maintaind  in  the  Courfe  of 
thefe  Papers. 

We  have  likewife  fhewn  that  the  Mif* 
fortunes  of  moll  of  our  Princes,  iince  the 
Conquefr,  hays  been  occaiion'd  by  the  As- 
cendency of  wicked  Minifters,  and  Fa- 
vorites over  Them,  This  is  particularly 
exemplify'd  in  the  Cafes  of  Edward  the  idy 
Richard  the  id,  Henry  the  6th,  Charles 
the  ifty  and  James  the  id  ,  beiides  many 
Inftances,  to  the  fame  Purpofe,  from  the 
Hi  Tories  of  other  Nations. 

But  there  is  no  Point,  upon  which  We 
can  boaft  of  fo  much  fuccefs,  as  our  Oppo- 
sition to  the  late  Excise-Scheme  ;  which 
We  began  fo  early,  and  carry'd  on  with, 
fo  much  Vigour,  that  the  Defeat  of  it  hath 
been  acknowledged  to  be  owing,  in  a  great 
Meafure,  to  our  Writings  •  and  I  may  fiy^ 
without  Vanity,  that  this  Subject  was  never 
fo  fully  difcufs'd  before.  We  not  only  ex- 
plain'd  the  mifchievous  Nature  of  Excife- 
Laws  to  a  trading  Nation,  as  well  as 
the  Danger  of  them  to  a  free  Confuta- 
tion, but  examined  every  Argument  ad- 
vanced in  their  Favour,  and  Ihew'd  by 
what  Methods  they  were  firft  introduced' 
amongft  us,  in  the  Time  of  a  civil  War  7 
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how  they  have  gradually  increafed  upon 
Us  ever  iince,  though  constantly  oppofed 
by  all  the  true  Friends  of  Liberty  ;  and  are 
at  length  extended  almoft  to  a  general  £x- 
cife.  We  have  like  wife  compared  them  to 
the  Excifes  of  other  Nations ,  and  proved 
them  to  be  of  a  more  rigorous  Nature 
than  even  Thofe  under  arbitrary  Govern- 
ments. In  fhort,  there  is  hardly  any 
Thing  left  to  be  faid  farther  upon  this 
Subject ;  and  as  it  gives  us  no  ftnall  Pleafure 
to  reflecl  that  thefe  Papers  have  already 
proved  of  fo  much  fervice  to  our  Country, 
efpecially  the  trading  Part  of  it,  We  hope 
the  Publication  of  them  in  Volumes  will  be 
of  fome  ufe  hereafter,  if  any  fuch  Attempt 
ihould  be  made  again. 

tfhefe  Papers  were  follow'd  by  others 
upon  Standing  Armies  ;  in  which  the 
Qppreffion  and  Danger  of  them  to  a  free 
Ptople  are  not  only  demonstrated  from 
Reafon,  Hiilory  and  Experience ;  but 
an  Enquiry  is  likewife  made  into  the 
Neeeffity  of  keeping  up  the  prefent  Num- 
ber of  Forces y  in  this  Kingdom  ;  the  natu- 
ral Strength  and  Security  of  which  is 
proved  to  confift  in  our  Fleet  ^  and  a  well- 
t  f  difciplined  Militia.  —  I  wifli  I  could  fay 
4    that  We  had  been  as  fuccefsful  upon  this 

Head 
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Head  as  upon  That  of  Excifes,  to  which 
it  bears  fo  near  a  Relation  ! 

The  Freedom  of  Elections  fuc- 
cecded  in  Courfe  of  Time,  and  was  fully 
examined,  with  a  particular  View  to  the 
late  Elections,  both  in  England  and  Scot- 
land. What  Effect  our  Writings  upon  this 
SubjeB  might  have,  I  cannot  pretend  to 
determine  •  but  the  Returns  ran  fo  gene- 
rally in  Favour  of  the  Country  Party,  in 
England,  efpecially  for  Knights  of  the  Shire, 
and  Representatives  of  the  great  trading 
Towns,  that  the  minijlerial  Writers  began 
to  defpair  of  a  Majority,  and  give  up  their 
Caufe  for  loft ;  as,  indeed,  it  would  have 
been,  had  not  the  little  Boroughs,  which 
always  follow  Power,  turn'd  the  Ballance 
on  their  Side. 

Under  this  Head,  We  addrefs'd  Our*» 
felves  particularly  to  the  Protestant 
Dissenters,  who  concur r'd  very  hear- 
tily with  their  Eellow-Subjedts  in  oppofing 
the  Excife- Scheme,  and  endeavoured  to  con- 
vince Them  of  their  true  Intereft,  at  that 
critical  Juncture  •  but  Party-Prejudices^ 
perfonal  Refent meats,  S 'elf- Inter ejl,  and  the 
private  Views  of  particular  Men,  who  had 
the  Management  of  their  Affairs,  led 
Them  into  another  Conduct,  of  which  ail 
the   conftderate    and  difmterejled  amongft 
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Theirs  have  fince  had  fufficient  Reafon  to 
repent.  They  have  not  only  been  treated 
like  Bubbles  and  Children  by  the  very 
P  e  r  s  o  N,who  caird  Himfelf  their  best 
Friend,  but  even  infulted  and  ridiculed 
by  his  Advocates,  for  iniifling  on  the  Re- 
ward They  were-promifed  ibr  their  Ser- 
vices, in  his  Diftrefs. 

The  Dissertation  upon  Parties 
hath  already  pafs'd  through  two  Editions 
with  fo  much  Applaufe,  that  it  Hands  in 
Need  of  no  Recommendation.  Men  of 
all  Parties,  however  fway'd.by  Prejudice 
or  Interefi,  acknowledge  it  to  be  written 
with  great  Force  of 'Genius,  Strength  of 
Judgment,  and  Knowledge  of  the  World. 
The  only  Objection  againft  it  is,  that  it 
contains  iorne  Reflections  and  Innuendo's 
againft  the prefent  Times-,  which,  if  juft, 
aid  a  Value  to  it ;  and,  if  not  fo,  will  die 
away  ofCourfe;  whilit  the  general  Doc- 
trines will  remain,  and  may  be  of  Service 
to  the  later!  Pofterity.  It  is  certainly  the 
belt  Vindication,  that  was,  ever  publiih'd, 
of  the  Dejign  of  the  Lite 'Revolution,  as  well 
as  the  Means,  which  brought  it  about; 
and  I  hope  the  End  of  it  will  be  fome 
Time  or  other  compleatly  accompliftuJ. 

To  thefe  excellent  Papers  I  have  added 
feveral  EfTays,  in  Defence  of  our   anti- 
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ent  Constitution,  againfi  a  novel 
and  pernicious  Doctrine,  foil  advanced  by 
the  Tories j  and  iince  adopted  by  our  wo- 
dem  Whigs ;  that  Liberty  is'  not  our  anti- 
ent  Inheritance,  but  only  an  Acquiiition 
fince  the  Revolution,  or  the  Re  ft  or  at  ion  at 
flirtheit.  This  Subject  branched  itfelf  out 
into  feveral  Particulars -,  fuch  as  the  Anti- 
quity of  Parliaments,  antient  Prerogative^ 
the  modem  Power  of  the  Crown,  by  the  Difr 
pojition  of  Places,  the  vaft  Increafe  of  the 
Civil- Lift,  penal  Laws,  and  other  Points 
of  .the  fame  Nature*  which  are  thoroughly 
difculVd  in  the  following  Sheets. 

The  Reader  will  likewife  find  the  Af- 
fair of  the  Bank-Contract,  which  in- 
volved Multitudes  of  Families  in  the  ut- 
mofi:  Diftrefs,  very  circum  dan  daily  ex- 
plained in  thefe  Volumes,  and  the  Guilt  of 
it  laid  at  the  right  Door.  As  We  were 
provoked  and  defy'd  to  enter  into  this  Dif- 
quifition,  by  a  violent  Attack  on  the  other 
Side,  intermix'd  with  the  grojfeft,  perfonal 
Scurrilities,  We  are  not  anfwerable  for  any 
Thing  of  the  fame  Nature,  which  was  ex- 
torted from  us,  in  Return.: 

I  have  made  fome  Apology,  in  my  for- 
mer Dedication  to  Ton,  for  thefe  perfonal 
Altercations,  which  were  riot  begun  by  Us ; 

and 
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and.  mufr.  beg  Leave  to  add  a  Word   or 
two  upon  the  fame  Subject. 

If  the  Publick  would  give  Themfelycs 
the  Trouble  of  reviewing  the  Writings  on 
loth  Sides,  They  would  foon  be  convinced 
who  were  the  Aggrefibrs  in  this  Kind  of 
Controverfy\  but  without  infilling  on  fo  te- 
dious an  Enquiry,  or  impofing  fo  irkfome 
a  Task  on  any  of  our  Readers,  as  That  of 
going  through  all  the  dull  Ribaldry  and 
verbofe  Nonfenfe,  which  hath  been  pub- 
liirul  by  our  Adverfaries,  it  will  appear 
highly  probable,  from  the  very  Nature  of 
the  Difpute,  that  Horlilities  of  this  Sort 
were  commenced  on  the  other  Side. 

The  Craftfman  fet  out  with  a  Defign 
(at  leart,  his  Enemies  will  confefs  with  a 
Pretence)  of  ferving  his  Country,  by  ani- 
madverting on  the  State  of  the  Nation ,  at 
that  Time,  and  the  Conduct  of  Thofe,  who 
were  intruded  with  the  Adminiltration  of 
publick  Affairs.  He  had  Matter  enough, 
God  knows,  to  expatiate  upon,  in  the  Pur- 
fuit  of  this  Undertaking,  without  entering 
into  private  Characters,  or  perfonal  Scan- 
dal. He  had  enough  to  fay  of  the  Mini- 
fter,  and  lay  under  no  Neceffity  of  attack- 
ing the  Man.  Nay,  He  was  well  appri- 
zed that  every  Thing,  of  this  Sort,  would 
be  only  going  fo  much  out  of  the  W7ay, 
and  therefore  did  all  in  his  Power  to  avoid 

it 
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it.  But  Thofe,  who  undertook  the  Caufe 
of  xhz  Mtnifterj  had  nothing  of  a  publick 
Nature  to  ailed  ge  againfi  Us.  It  could  not 
be  faid  that  We  had  done  the  fame,  or 
worfe  Shiflgs  ourfelves;  that  JF*  had  em- 
bezzled, or  mifapply'd  the  publick  Trea- 
fare,  and  loaded  the  People  with  unnecef- 
fary  Taxes,  in  Times  of  Peace ;  that  We 
had  made  abfird  and  dangerous  Treaties^ 
or  brought  the  Manufactures  and'  ?n^ 
of  this  Kingdom  to  a  moffc  languifhing 
Condition ;  that  JF*  had  ever  diicover'd 
any  Defign  of  governing  by  ^Jlanding  Ar- 
my, and  even  fruftrating  the  Inftitution  of 
Parliaments  themfelves. 

As  the  Probability  therefore  is  on  out 
Side,  in  this  Cafe ;  fo  it  is  demonftrable 
that  ail  our  late  perfinal  Altercations,  pro- 
perly fo  call'd,  were  actually  begun  on  the 
other  Side. 

It  hath  been  confefs'd  by  the  Writers 
againfi  us,  that  We  fet  out  in  a  different 
Manner  from  what  hath  been  iince  pur- 
fued  ;  and  obferved  the  Rules  of  Decencyr 
at  leaft,  in  our  Style  and  Language.  In- 
deed, our  Bulinefs  was  with  Things  ;  and 
We  did  not  propofe  to  meddle  with  Per- 
fons  any  farther  than  as  they  flood  related 
to  each  other.  I  have  diftinguihYd,  in  my 
former  Addrefs  to  You,  between  the  pub- 
lick  and  private  Capacity  of  a.   Minifier  ; 

and 
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and  yet  This  is  the  boafted  Privilege  of 
Englijhnen ;  to  which  Thofe,  who  take 
a  pubiick  Truft  upon  Them,  mult  fub- 
rnit.  It  is  a  jufh  Tax  upon  high  Stations  y 
and  a  very  fmall  one  too,  confidering  the 
Profits,  which  are  ufually  made  of  them. 
But  We  never  entered  into  the  private 
Character  and  Conduct  of  the  Minijler, 
whofe  pubiick  Mm  funs  We  oppofed,  till 
it  became  neceffary  to  Self  Defence  after 
continued  Infults  and  Provocations  for 
feveral   Years  together. 

This  is  a  true  State  of  the  Cafe,  with 
Regard  to  thofe  perfonal  Altercations^ 
which  fill  up  fome  Part  of  the  following 
Papers.  Let  me  now  ask  the  World  what 
is  to  be  done,  or  what  can  be  faid  to  fucb 
abandon 'd  Wretches.  Muft  They  be  allow'd 
to  write  on,  and  abufe  whom  They 
pleafe,  without  Controul  ?  Mull  their  Ca- 
lumnies of  Perfons,  and  Mifreprefentation 
of  Things  be  openly  propagated,  as  far  as 
the  P  of -boy  blows  his  Horn,  or  an  Excife* 
man  carries  his  Gauge  \  and  muft  Nobo- 
dy premmc  to  detect  Them  in  their  For- 
geries, without  running  the  Hazard  of 
ruining  Himfelf  ?  I  hope  the  Liberties  of 
'England  are  .::    lank  fa   very  low, 

notwith'-iadins;  the  laudable  Docinr.es  of 
thf  Writers^  and  the  worthy  Practices  of 
their  Patron  —  Let  This  fuffice,  as  to  Per- 
finalities.  The 
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The  following  Volumes  conclude  with 
large  Remarks  on  the  late  Preliminaries) 
or  Plan  of  Peace  ,  in  which  the  Ceffion  of 
Lorain  to  France,  as  well  as  of  Naples, 
Sicily,  and  the  Ziifcan  Ports  to  another 
Branch  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon,  are  par- 
ticularly confider'd.  The  Event  hath  al- 
ready juftifyM  our  Apprehenlions,  that  it 
would  too  much  affed:  the  Ballance  of 
Power  in  Europe  ;  for  the  Treaty  is  not 
yet  finifh'd  ♦  and  the  Guaranty  of  it,  which 
was  expected  from  Us,  though  not  con- 
futed in  the  Negotiation,  hath  been  hi- 
therto prudently  delay 'd.  I  ihali  forbear 
any  Compliments  to  my  Correfpondent,  on 
this  Account,  though  I  have  a  very  fair 
Opportunity,  being  thoroughly  convinced 
that  He  hath  nothing  but  the  Good  of  his 
Country  at  Heart,  in  all  his  Proceedings. 

I  thought  it  proper  to  flop  at  this  Pe~ 
riody  coniidering  the  prefent  State  of  Af- 
fairs in  Europe  ;  but  Htbefe  Volumes  fhould 
meet  with  a  favourable  Reception,  We  de- 
sign to  print  a  volume  or  two  at  a  Time, 
in  order  to  compleat  the  Sets  of  thofe  Gen- 
tlemen, who  approve  of  this  undertaking. 

Wc  have  made  a  Variation  in  thefe  Vo- 
lumes from  the  preceding  ones,  by  omitting 
feveral  Papers,  which  coniifted  only  of 
J$?totations7or  were  not  generally  approved 
oij    at  their  firfl:  Publication  ;    but   We 

have 


xii     DE  DI'CATIO  N. 

have  left  out  none,  which  related  to  the 
general  Argument,  or  Deiign  of  this 
Work. 

As  to  the  Papers  of  Wit  and  Humour, 
•which  fill  up  a  great  Part  of  the  following 
Volumes,  they  are  of  fo  mifcellaneous  a 
a  Kind,  that  I  cannot  give  any  particular 
Account  of  them  ;  but  as  I  am  chiefly 
obliged  to  my  Correfyondents  for  them,  I 
may  fpeak  with  the  more  Freedom,  and 
hope  they  will  furnilh  an  agreeable  Enter- 
tainment to  the  Publick. 

I  cannot  conclude,  without  returning 
Thanks  to  thofe  Noblemen  and  Gentlemen, 
who  have  hitherto  fupported  thefe  Papers, 
by  their  Approbation,  and  encouraged  the 
prefent  Publication  of  them,  at  this  Crifis; 
which  I  fhall  always  acknowledge  as  a  par- 
ticular Favour,  and  endeavour  to  deferve 
it  by  my  future  Conduit. 

i"  am,  Gentlemen, 
Tour  affectionate  Fellow-SubjeB, 

and  nioji  devoted  Servant, 

Grafs  Inn,  May 
zph   1737. 

Cal.  D'Anvers. 
THE 
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N°  256+    Saturday,  May  1%  1731. 

Rumour  hath  lately  prevail'd,  both  in 
Town  and  Country,  that  We  were  go- 
ing to  put  a  Period  t©  this  Paper ;  oc- 
canoned,  as  I  conceive,  by  that  Prcje:l 
of  a  Convention  between  Me,  and  Air. 
Lyn,  of  which  I  formerly  gave  fome 
Account,  not  without  a  little  Indnitry  of  Thole, 
whofe  Intereft  it  was  to  obftruct  all  Schemes  of  Ac- 
commodation between  us.  1  can  impute  fuch  a  ridi- 
culous Story  to  nobody  elfe ;  for  fuppohng  this  Nego- 
tiation had  gone  on  as  fuccetsfully  as  We  had  Realon 
to  wifh,  on  both  Sides,  it  was  ib  far  from  my  In- 
tention to  lay  down  the  Craft/man,  that  I  mould  have 
been  oblig'd,  by  my  Stipulations,  to  continue  it,  in 
order  to  juftify  the  Mea lures  of  my  new  Confederate 
againjl  his  quondam  Advocates  and  Allies ;  but  I 
am  forry  to  acquaint  the  Publick  that  this  Treaty 
hath  met  with  the  Fate  of  feyeral  others,  and  that  the 
favourable  Profpec~l,  which  was  opened  to  us  a  few 
Weeks  ago,  of  leeing  the  publick  Tranquility  re-efta- 
folifhed,  is  already,  in  a  great  Meaiure,  vsnifh'd.  £ 
muft,  indeed,  confefs  my  felf  fomewhat  to  blame  for 
Vol.  VIII.  B  entering 
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entering  into  this  Negotiation  without  confulting  my 
Allies*  and  acting  in  Concert  with  Them,  according 
to  repeated  Engagements.  As  the  Difficulties  and  Ex- 
fences,  which  I  had  drawn  upon  myielfl  by  my  Con- 
duel;  for  fome  Years  part,  made  me  catch  at  the  flrft 
Overtures  of  an  Accommodation ;  lb  .1  flattered  myfelf 
that  1  mould  be  able  to  prevail  upon  Tbofe,  who  pro- 
fefsrd  Themfelves  my  Friends,  to  di/penfe  with  fame 
little  Punctilio's  in  the  Maimer  of  negotiating  it ;  par- 
ticularly, on  my  late  good  Friend  and  Ally,  the  re- 
nowned Mr.  Fog;  but,  whether  He  really  thinks  his 
own  Honour  too  nearly  concern'd,  or  has  fome  pri- 
vate Defign  of  leaving  me  in  the  Lurch  ;  fo  it  is,  that 
He  hath  remonftrated  very  ftrongly  againft  this  fepa- 
rate  Treaty,  and  feems  reiblved  not  to  accede  to  it, 
though  I  have  reprefented  to  Him,  in  the  moil  pref- 
iing  Terms,  what  a  wretched  Condition  I  mail  be  in, 
and  what  a  pitiful  Figure  I  fhall  make,  if  He  does 
not  ftand  by  Me.  I  have  fpared  no  Pains  to  juftify 
my  Conduct,  and  reconcile  it  to  my  for?ner  Engage- 
ments. I  have  told  Him,  over  and  over,  that  the 
original  Defign  of  my  Allyance  with  Hi?n  was  an  Ac- 
commodation with  Mr.  Lyn ;  that,  to  attain  a  good 
End,  I  have  been  oblig'd  to  oppoieHim,  provoke  Him, 
and  exafperate  the  whole  Nation  againft  Him.  In 
ihort,  that  the  only  Way  to  make  Him  my  Friend 
was  to  uje  Him  very  ill,  and  obftinately  to  puriue 
the  wrong  Road,  for  feveral  Years  together,  on  Pur- 
pofe  to  get  into  the  right  Road  at  laft. — But  thefe  Ar- 
guments, inflead  of  pacifying  Him,  feem  only  to  ex- 
afperate Him  the  more.  He  reproaches  me  with  In- 
gratitude, Perfidy,  and  Violation  of  the  mojl  folemn  En- 
gagements. His  conftant  Anfwer  to  ail  my  Solicita- 
tions is.,  that  as  He  hath  preferred  his  Fidelity,  even 
to  a  Nicety,  and  iiipported  Me,  upon  feveral  Occafi- 
ons,  againft  the  Defigns  of  my  Enemies,  it  little  be- 
came Me  to  defeit  Him  and  enter  into  feparate  Nego- 
tiations, contrary  to  an  expreis  Agreement,  for  my  own 

private 
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private  Inter  eft.  Nay,  I  am  told  that  He  refents  this 
proceeding  ib  far,  that  He  is  actually  projecting  a 
Counter-Treaty  to  defeat  my  Befigns,  and  expofe  Me 
to  the  Contempt  of  the  World.  This  hath  obliged 
Me  to  draw  back  a  little,  though  I  am  afraid  that  I 
have  already  gone  too  far  to  recover  myfelf  intirely. 
In  one  Point  however  I  am  refolved  to  a  61  the  Part 
of  a  Man  of  Honour,  and  though  I  fuffcr'd  myfelf 
to  be  drawn  into  a  feparate  Ncgotiaticn,  I  will  com- 
municate the  moft  material  Articles  of  the  Treaty  to 
the  Publick  as  They  were  concluded  and  fign'd  be- 
tween Us. 

The  Copy  of  a  Treaty  of  Peace,  Friendjhip  and  mutual 
Guaranty,  concluded  at  Covent-Garden,  between 
Caleb  D'Anvers  Efa;  and  Rupert  Lyn  Efqi  on 
the  z%th  of  April,'  173 1. 


u  *- 


"*  O  all  Perfons,  whom  it  does  or  may   concern. 
Be  it  known  that  the  ferene  Caleb  IfAnvers 


1 

Eiqi  Bencher  of  the  antient  Society  of  Grafs-Inn, 
Craffman  and  Country  Journahft  of  Great  Britain ; 
the  moft  puiffant  Rupert  Lyn  Efq;  Bencher  of  Lin- 
coln's Inn,  Collcftor  General  of  their  Rents,  Pav-ma- 
fter  of  their  Debts,  Superintendent  and  Steward 
extraordinary  of  all  their  Eftates,  both  in  Town  and 
Country  ;  and  the  high  and  mighty  the  States  Ge- 
neral of  the  united  Provinces  of  Grub-ftreet,  having 
ferioufly  taken  into  their  Confideration  the  unhappy 
Differences  and  Mifunderftandings,  which  have  Co 
long  fubfifted  between  the  faid  Societies  of  Gray\- 
Inn  and  Lincoln' 's-Inn,  have  at  length  agreed  upon 
certain  Conditions,  which  may  ferve  as  a  Bafis  for 
fettling  thefe  Difputes,  and  renewing  the  ancient 
Friendihip  between  them,  upon  a  folid  and  lalling 
Foundation. 

"  For  which  Purpofe,  on  the  Part  of  Caleb  U  An- 
vers  Efq;  Mr.   Richard  Francklin,  Bookfeller,  Prin- 
ter of  the   Craftfman  and   intimate  Counfellor   to 
B  2  "  the 
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"  the  faid  Caleb  VAnvers ;  on  the  Part  of  the  faid 
"  Rupert  Lyn  Efq;  Mr.  James  Roberts,  Publifher  of 
"  the  Daily  C  our  ant,  the  Flying  Poft  and  the  Hyp 
e*  Do  ft  or,  and  intimate  Counfeilor  of  the  faid  Rupert 
"  Lyn,  and  Mr.  John  Peek,  Publifher  of  two  Papers, 
*'  calPd  the  London  Journal  and  the  Free  Briton,  and 
**  intimate  Counfellor  to  the  faid  Rupert  Lyn-,  and 
"  on  the  Part  of  the  faid  States  of  Grub-Street 
<«  *************  being  duely  provided  with  full 
i(  Power?,  after  feveral  Conferences  together,  having 
"  firft  exchanged  their  credential  Letters,  agreed  up- 
*  on  the  following  Articles  and  Conditions. 

Article  I. 
**  That  there  Ihall  be,  from  this  Time  forward  and 
"  for  evermore,  between  the  faid  Caleb  D'Anvers  Efq; 
'•  Rupert  Lyn  Efq;  and  the  united  Provinces  of  Grub- 
u  fireet,  their  Heirs  or  SuccefTors,  a  firm,  lincere  and 
'*  inviolable  Friendfhip,  for  the  common  Intereft  of 
••  the  contrasting  Parties,  who  ihall  be  obliged,  by 
"  Virtue  of  this  Article,  to  a  mutual  Defence,  or,  as 
"  it  is  called,  a  reciprocal  Guaranty  of  all  Rights, 
"  Privileges  and  Immunities,  which  each  of  them  en- 
"  joys,  or  ought  to  enjoy,  againft  any  Perfon,  who 
u  Ihall  undertake  to  difturb  any  of  the  Contraftors, 
"  their  Heirs,  or  SucceiTors,  in  the  peaceable  PofTef- 
"  fion  of  them,  excepting  only  in  tbofe  Points,  from 
"  which  it  hath  been  thought  proper  to  derogate  by 
"  the  prefent  treaty. 

A  R  T  I  C  L  E      II. 

"  Moreover,  as  it  hath  been  frequently  remonftra- 
*l  ted,  on  "the  Part  of  Caleb  D'Anvers  Efq;  and  the 
"  States  of  Grub-fir&et,  that  there  can  be  no  other 
"  fure  Way  found  out  for  eftablifhing  a  lafiing  Peace, 
u  than  maintaining  the  Liberty  of  the  Prefs,  and  an 
"  Engagement,  or,  as  it  is  called,  a  general  Guaranty 
u  of  their  Papers,  and  the  Difpofitiou  of  their  un- 
"  doubted  Property  in  them,  according  to  certain   A- 

"  giee- 
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"  greements  made  for  that  Purpofe  in  Cafe  They,  or 
"  either  of  Them  mould  happen  to  dye  without  Iffue 
"  Male ;  the  faid  Rupert  Lyn  Efq;  moved  thereunto 
f*  by  an  ardent  Deiire  of  preferving  the  publick  Peace, 
"  and  particularly  in  Confideration  of  the  following 
**  Article,  doth  take  upon  Himfelf  the  Guaranty  of 
"  tbefe  Papers,  and  the  Difpofition  of  the  Property  of 
"  them ;  promifwg,  in  the  moll  authentick  Manner, 
"  to  defend  and  maintain  them,  as  often  as  there 
"  mail  be  Occafion,  with  all  his  Power,  againft  any 
"  Perfons,  who  mall  endeavour,  to  moleft  them  in 
"  the  Enjoyment  and  lawful  Exercife  of  their  Profef- 
"  non. 

Article  III. 
"  And  forafmuch  as  it  hath  been  frequently  repr£- 
"  fented  to  Caleb  UAnvers  Efq;  and  the  faid  States 
"  of  Grub-Jlreet,  in  very  ftrong  Terms,  on  the  Part 
"  of  Rupert  Lyn  Efq;  that  the  Peace,  fo  long  delired 
•'  between  them,  could  never  be  eftabliihed  on  a  lait- 
"  ing  Foundation,  without  putting  a  Stop  to  all  Hofti- 
"  lities  againft  the  faid  Mr.  Lyn,  and  fuffering  Him 
•'  to  enjoy  all  his  Pofts  of  Honour  and  Profit,  Title?, 
"  Dignities,  Preheminencies,  and  Acquifitions  what- 
*'  foever,  which  He  does,  or  ought  to  enjoy,  without 
"  any  Difturbance,  or  Moleftation ;  the  faid  Caleb 
"  WAnvers  Efq;  and  the  united  States  of  Grubrftreet 
"  defiring  to  enter  into  the  Views,  and  to  fecond  the 
"  laudable  Intentions  of  Mr.  Lyn,  do  hereby  promife 
*'  that  They  will  not  moleft  Him.  any  longer  in  the 
"  PofTemon  of  thefe  juft  Privileges  ;  but,  on  the  con- 
"  trary,  engage,  by  this  Article,  to  defend,  or,  as  it 
**  is  called,  to  guaranty  them  to  Him  and  his  Succef- 
u  fors,  with  their  whole  united  Strength,  againft  all 
's  his  Oppofers  whatfoever. 

Articl  e   IV. 
"  That  all   the  other  Points,  which  remain  to  be 
**  fettled  between  the    contraBing  Parties,    or  their 

B  3  Ccnft- 


t>  31be  Gr  a f ts m  a n.    N°  056. 

"  Confederates,  fhall  be  examined,  difcufTed  and  de- 
**  cided  as  foon  as  poffibly,  without  any  Delay,  or 
41  having  Recourfe  to  farther  Hoftilities.  It  is  like- 
"  wife  punctually  agreed  and  declared  that  all  the 
"  Engagements,  which  the  contracting  Parties  have 
"  made  with  any  other  Perfons,  fhall  fubfift  as  they 
**  now  are ;  excepting  only  in  tbofe  Points,  which 
*'  may  be  contrary  to  the  prefent  Treaty. 

Article    V. 

u  The  prefent  Treaty  fhall  be  approved  and  rati- 
**  fy'd  by  Caleb  JFAnvers  Efq;  Rupert  Lyn  Efq;  and 
'¥  the  faid  States  of  Grub-ftreet,  and  the  Letters  qf 
**  Ratification  fhall  be  exchanged  in  the  Space  of  fix 
'*  Weeks>  to  be  computed  from  the  Day  of  Signing. 

*'  In  Witnefs  whereof,  the  Minifters  Plenipotenti- 
*•*■  ary  of  Caleb  jyArwers  Efq;  and  Rupert  Lyn  Efq;- 
■*  two  of  the  evritracling  Parties,  have  figned  this 
**  Treaty  with  their  own  Hands,  and  affixed  their 
*fe  Seals  thereto.  Done  at  Covent-Garden,  in  the  City 
"■*  of  Weftmrnfter,  the  28th  Day  of  the  Month  of 
**•  April;  in  the  Year  of  our  Lord  1731. 

L.  S.     Richard  FranchJin,  of  CovenuGarden, 
L.  S.  James  Roberts,  of  Warwick^Lane, 
L.  S.    John  Peek,  of  Amen-Corner. 
There  are  feveral  fepdrate  Articles  to  this  Treaty; 
t&emoft  material  of  which  are  the  following. 
Separate  Article. 
*f  Though  in  the fir/r  Article '-of  the  Treaty,  figned 
■*•  this  Day,  between  Caleb  DTAnvers  Efq;  and  Rupert 
**  Lyn  Efq;  it   is  mutually  agreed  to  defend  and  fup~ 
-•*■  port  each  other  in   all  their  juft  Rights  and  Preten- 
*'  fions,  and  to    oppofe,    with  all  their  Forces,  any 
**  Perfon  or  Perfons,  who  fhall  offer   to  give   them 
**  any  Disturbance ;  it  is  neverthelefs  agreed  between 
**  them  that   this  Guaranty  fhall  not  extend  to  the 
**  Support  of  any  Interefts,  which  either  of  the  ton* 
**■  tnafiing  Parties  may  have  at  j&efent,  or  cultivate 

"  hereafter,. 
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"  hereafter,  in  my  foreign  Dominions,  not  fubjedl  to 
"  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain. 

This  feparate  Article  ihall  have  the  fame  Force,  &e. 

A  Declaration  concerning  the  Guaranty  of  the  Craftfman. 

*'  Forafmuch  as  it  is  ftipulated,  on  the  Part  of 
"  Rupert  Lyn  Efqj  in  the  fecsnd  Article  of  the  Treaty, 
*<  figned  this  Day,  that  He  will  fupport  the  Craftf- 
**  man,  with  all  his  Force,  againft  any  Perfon,  who 
**.  fhall  endeavour  to  interrupt  the  Gourfe  of  it ;  it  is 
"  hereby  declared  to  be  under  this  Condition,  that 
"  the  faid  Caleb  DrAnvers  Efqj  does  not  write,  or 
"  fufYer  to  be  publjfhed,  any  Paper,  Doctrine,  or  Po- 
**.  fition  whatfoever,  contrary  to  the  Interefl,  Views, 
"  or  Defigns  of  the  faid  Mr.  Lyn. 
This  prefent  Declaration  lhall  have  the  feme  Force,  &f t. 

A  Declaration  concerning  the  Rights  mid  Immunities 
of  Mr.  Lyn. 

."  Farthermore,  as  Mr.  B^Anvers  hath  undertaken,. 
"  in  the  third  Article  of  the  {aid  Treaty,  to  guaranty 
"  to  the  faid  Rupert  Lyn  Efqr  the  fecure  Poffeflion 
"  of  all  his  Polls  of  Honour  and  Profit,  Titles,  Dig- 
"  nities,  Preheminences  and  Acquiiitions  whatfoever  $ 
"  it  is  never thelefs  agreed. by  the cont  railing  Parties, 
"  in  like  Manner,  that  this  Article  lhall  continue  in 
"  Force  no  longer  than  the  faid  Mr.  Lyn  fhall  appear 
*'  to  act  for  the  Honour  and  Interefl:  of  that  Society^ 
"  to  which  He  belongs. 

This  Declaration  is  to  be  kept/cent;    but  is  never- 
ihelefs  to  have  the  fame  Force,  &c. 
Separate  Article. 
'*  Though    the  high  and  mighty  States  of  Grub- 
lt  ftreet  are  mentioned  in  the  Treaty,  lignrd.  this  Day, 
'*  as  a  contracting  Party  j  yet  the  Nature  of  their  Pa- 
fir  not  allowing  them  to  invefl  any  Perfon   wiib. 
"  Powers  to  fubferibe  and>fign  it  in  Form  j   it  is 

54  therefore 
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*'  therefore  agreed  between  Caleb  D^Anvers  Efq;  and 
*'  Rupert  Lyn  Efq;  that  They  will  make  Ufe  of  their 
"  joint  Endeavours  to  get  this  Treaty  fign'd  and  rati- 
"  fy'd  by  the  /aid  States,  within  the  Space  of  three 
"  Months,  to  be  computed  from  the  Day  of  fign- 
"  ing  the  prefent  Treaty,  or  even  fooner  it  poffible ; 
*'  it  being  necefTary  to  the  great  End  They  propose, 
"  that  the  /aid  States  fhould  become  a  Party,  and 
"  enter  into  Society  of  thefe  Conventions. 

It  is  necefTary  to  acquaint  the  Reader  that  the  Pro- 
grefs  of  thefe  Negotiations  with  Mr.  Lyn  was  commu- 
nicated, from  Time  to  Time,  to  the  States  of  Grub- 
jlrcet ;  and  though  the  Forms  of  their  Paper  would 
not  allow  them  to  enter  Into  a  previous  Concert,  yet 
I  had  all  the  Reafcn  in  the  World  to  believe  that  the 
Confent  of  their  Principals  would  have  been  obtained 
long  before  this  Time ;  but  notwithstanding  all  my 
Inftances,  I  have  not  yet  been  able  to  prevail  upon 
Them.  The  Truth  is,  that  They  feem  to  look  upon 
Me  with  a  jealous  Eye,  as  a  formidable  Rival  to 
Them  in  the  Trade  of  Author-Jhip,  and,  though  our 
common  Intereft  is  the  fame,  would  be  glad  to  fee 
me  reduced  a  little  nearer  to  a  Level  with  Them- 
felves.  Befides,  I  begin  to  fear  that  there  is  too  good 
a  Correfpondence  between  Them  and  Mr.  Fog  ;  and 
that  the  Memorial,  which  He  hath  lately  caus'd  to  be 
delivered  to  TJiem,  complaining  of  my  Conduct,  hath 
had  more  Influence  on  their  Councils  than  I  ought 
to  wifli. 

As  to  Mr.  Fog,  it  hath  long  been  objected  to  Me 
that  there  wras  too  clofe  a  Conjuntlion  between  Us  ; 
and  therefore  it  would  be  ridiculoufly  unreasonable 
in  thofe  Perfons,  who  have  made  this  Objection,  to 
blame  Me  for  treating  feparately  with  Mr.  Lsn,  in 
Exclufion  of  that  Writer ;  yet  I  have  had  fo  jult  3 
Regard  to  my  former  Ally  antes,  that  I  communica- 
ted the  Treaty  to  Him,  as  foon  as  it  was  made ;  but 
That  does  not  feem  to  give  Him  any  Satisfaction,  be- 
cause 
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caufe  I  entered  into  the  Negotiations  without  a  mutual 
Concert,  according  to  an  "old  Agreement,  which  He 
hath  trumpt  up  againil  Me. 

By  thefe  Mean?,  the  great  Work  of  Peace  ftands 
flill'at  prefent,  or  rather  goes  backward,  and  the  Hopes 
I  had  conceived  from  the  Treaty  of  Covent-Garden 
are  almoft  vanifhed.  Air.  Lyn  refufes  to  put  a  Stop 
to  the  Projection  of  Hoftilities  againd  Me,  till  I  can 
procure  the  Acceffion  of  my  Allies,  and  Affairs  are 
now  tending,  in  all  Appearance,  to  a  fpeedy  Rupture 
between  Us.  —If  they  mould  happen  to  take  ano- 
ther Turn,  my  Readers  may  exped  an  Account  of  it 
the  firft.  Opportunity.  -A. 
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We  deiign'd  to  have  taken  a  late  infamous  Doctrine, 
concerning  the  Dependency  of  Parliament,  into  Con- 
sideration on  this  Day  ;  but  having  been  prevented  by 
a  particular  Avocation,  we  are  obliged  to  defer  it  till 
Saturday  next,  and  hope  our  Readers  will  not  be  dif- 
pleafed  with  the  following  Letter,  which  is  far  from 
being  unfeafonable  at  this  Time,  whilft  the  Writers, 
on  the  other  Side,  are  indulging  themfelves  in  all  the 
Licentioufnefs  of  Billingfgate  Scurrility. 

To    CALEB   D'ANVERS,    Efq; 
Dear  Caleb, 

Think  no  Kind  of  Folly  more  ridicu- 
lous than  That,  which  dilcovers  itielf 
in  a  certain  Superftition  for  particular 
Days,  Letters,  or  Words ;  and  yet  there 
is  no  Sort  of  Folly  fo  generally  preva- 
lent amonglt  People  of  all  Ranks.  — 
How  many  well-meaning  Perfons,  of  both  Sexes,  have 

been 


10  Ifhe  Craftsman.    N°  2.57. 

:en  itruck  with  Horror,  upon  recollecting  that  They 
appened  to  pare  their  Nails  upon  one  Day,  or  to  be- 

in  a  Journey  upon  another  ? Great  Pains  have 

en  taken,  for  fome  Time  paft,  to  divide   the  Alpha- 
t   into  Parties;  and,  for   Want  of  other  Matter  of 
ontention,  to  let    the  four  and  twenty   Letters  toge- 
•ier  by  the  Ears.     There  is.  a  particular  Set  of  Wri- 
t's, who  have  lately  conceived  a  molt,  inveterate  An- 
pathy    to   the  Letter  P  ;  and   yet  I    don't  know    a 
lore  impartial  Letter  in  the  whole  Alphabet ;  for   it 
.ands  for  a  Proteftant,  as  well   as  a  Papifl  i  for  a  Pen- 
Joner,  as  well  as  a  Patriot ;    and  is  equally  neceffary 
to  mark  out  a  Pym,  a   P — / — ;/;,  or   a  P — -tn—y.  — - 
There  is"  another  Set  of  Men,  who  have  taken  the 
fame  Difguft  to  the  Letter  W ;    and  as  it  happens  to 
be  the  initial  Character  of  the  Words  Wo/fey  and  Went- 
worth,    have  found  an   Opportunity   to   be  infuffera- 
bly  arch  upon  another  Gentleman,  without  feeming  to 
remember  that  Walfingham  begins  with  the  fame   Let- 
ter, as  well  as  W le. 

But  of  the  whole  Alphabet,  I  think  the  Letter  R 
hath  had  the  worftUfage;  and,  as  it  hath  been  long 
made  Ufe  of  to  ftigmatize  others,  hath  been  lately 
branded  itfelf  in  a  mofl  ignominious  Manner. 

I  mult  take  the  Liberty,  Mr.  TPAnvers,  to  obferve 
that  nobody  hath  been  more  fevere  than  your  felf 
upon  this  unfortunate  Guttural;  which,  if  I  may  be 
allowed  a  Pun  upon  the  Occafion,  feems  to  flick  very 
much  in  your  Throat. 

There  is  an  old  Country  Gentleman  of  my  Acquain- 
tance, and  a  conftant  Reader  of  your  Papers,  who  hath 
contracted  an  infuperable  Prejudice  againft  the  Word 
Rob  in  ;  which  He  fays  hath  a  difagreeable  Equivoque 
in  the  very  Sound  of  the  Name,  and  feems  in  his  Ears 
incompatible  with  the  Truft  of  publick  Money.  As  the 
Julia's  of  antient  Rome  were  generally  efteemed  Wo- 
men of  bad  Characters,  fo  He  can  hardly  believe  it  pof- 
fible  for  a  Man  to  be  perfectly  honeft,  whofe  Name  is 

Robin, 
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Robin.  I  have  often  heard  Him  argue  for  the  Neceffi* 
ty  of  aboliming  the  Name  by  publick  Authority,  as 
That  of  Tarquin  was  formerly  in  Rome,  and  That  of 
Matgregor*  but  a  few  Years  ago,  in  Scotland. 

As  He  is  a  well-meaning  Gentleman  in  the  main, 
and  far  from  wanting  Senfe  in  other  Refpects,    I  have 
of.cn  endeavoured  to  convince  Him  of  the  Folly  of  fuch 
Prepoffeflions,  by  (hewing  how  ridiculous  it  is  to  fup-,. 
poie  that  a  Alan's  outward  Appellation  can  have  any  El- 
feci:  upon  his  inward  Difpofition,  and  producing  Inilan- 
ces  of  feveral   great   Men,    of  the  rnoft  unblemifhe 
Characters,  of  ail  Parties  and  Profeffions,  who  bear  th\  < 
Name ;  but  He  hath  fufrer'd  himielf  to  be  carry 'd  a 
way  fo  far  with  this  ftrange  Kind  of  Enthufiafm,  tha 
all  my  Arguments  make  but  little  Impreffion  on  hu 
Mind,  and  the  moil  I  can  get  from  Him,  when  I  prefs 
Him  home,  is  that  there  is  no  general  Rule  without  fome 
Exceptions.     When  He  hath  nothing  to .object  againfl 
the  Gentlemen,  whom  I  mention,  He  quotes  Inftances 
on  the   other  Side  to  juftify  his  Opinion   in  general. 
You  cannot  imagine,  Mr.  TPAm'ers,   how  well   pro- 
vided He  is  with  Authorities  of  this  Kind,  which  He 
hath  been  collecting  together    for   feveral  Years  pair, 
and  digefted  fb  methodically  in  his  Memory,  that  He 
hath  them  ready  at  his  Tongue's  End  upon  all   Oc- 
cafions.' — I  can  recollect  only  a  few  of  them  at  pre- 
fent. 

He  commonly  begins  with  Robin  Hood;  who  was, 
^ls  He  obferves,  no  better  than  a  publick  Robber,  and 
plundered  the  good  People  of  this  Kingdom  by  mili- 
tary Fcrce,  which  protected  Him  for  fome  Time  from 
their  Refentments,  and  the  juft  Punifhment,  which 
fuch  lawlefs  Rapine  deferved.  He  fays,  that  in  feve- 
ral of  our  old  Statutes  Thieves  and  Highwaymen  ar^ 
diftinguifh'd  by  the  Name  of  Robert/men,  from  the* 
Piactices  of  this  Man  and  his  Followers.  Yet  there  i: 
one  Point  recorded  of  Him  to  his  Honour ;  for  as 
great  a  Plunderer  of  his  Country  as  he  was,  our  Hi* 
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ilorians  tell  us  that  he  was  generoujly  rapacious ;  that 
be  Jpared  the  Poor,  and  made  a  Prey  only  of  the  Rich ; 
which  muft  be  allow'd  fome  Extenuation  of  his  Guilt. 

He  then  proceeds  to  the  Hiitory  of  Robin  Good- 
fellow,  which  He  will  not,  by  any  Means  allow  to 
be  fabulous}  but  pretends  to  prove  that  there  was 
really  fuch  a  Man,  who  was  Prime-Minifier  to  one 
of  our  old  Englijb  Kings,  (  I  forget  what  was  his 
Name)  and  being  a  jovial,  laughing  Fellow,  led  his 
Mailer,  by  falfe  Information  and  ill  Advice,  into  a 
continued  Series  of  Difficulties ;  from  whence,  fays  He, 
it  came  to  pafs,  in  Procefs  of  Time,  that  all  Kinds  of 
Jgnes  fatui,  or  falfe  Lights,  were  proverbially  called 
by  his  Name,  as  They  are  to  this  Day.  —  I  have  of- 
ten put  Him  in  Mind  that  an  Ignis  fatuus  is  likewile 
call'd  Will  of  the  Wifp,  and  Jack  with  a  Lanthom  ; 
but  He  fmiles  at  This,  and  fays  it  is  only  an  Artifice 
of  Robin  to  put  the  People  upon  a  Wrong  Scent  ;  like 
the  common  Practice  of  Pick-Pcckets,  who  join  the 
loudeft  in  the  Cry  of  flop  Thief,  in  order  to  keep  un- 
fufpected  Themfelves.  He  adds  that  this  Robin  Good- 
fellow  was  fo  notorioufly  void  of  all  Regard  to  Truth, 
that  nobody  gave  any  Credit  to  what  He  afferted. 
This,  fays  He,  is  the  Reafon  why  Shakefpeare  puts 
the  following  Words  into  the  Mouth  of  Hecate,  in 
Macbeth,  when  fhe  is  preparing  her  helliih  Incantation. 
L  y  a  R  Robin, 
Thou  muft  bob  in. 

The  next  Inftance,  which  occurs  to  my  Memory, 
is  That  of  Robin  Dudley,  Earl  of  Leicejler,  the  great 
Favourite  of  Queen  Elizabeth  ;  who  was  fo  voraci- 
ous a  Plunderer,  that  even  the  Wifdom  of  that  ex- 
cellent Princefs,  as  my  old  Gentleman  frequently  ob- 
ferves,  could  not  prevent  his  Robbing  the  Nation. 
•  The  next  Reign  produced  another  Inftance  of  a 
fublick  Robber,  in  the  Perfon  of  Sir  Robert  Car,  Knt. 
of  the  Garter,  and  afterwards  Earl  of  Somerfet ;  a  Man, 
who  raifed  himfelf,    without  any  great  Parts  or  Birth, 

from 
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from  a  very  inferior  Place  to  the  Office  of  Prime  Mini- 
fter,  and  directed  the  Affairs  of  a  whole  Nation  with 
the  utmoft  Infolence  and  Wickednefs.  Echard  tells  us, 
that  all  MdreJJes  were  made  to  this  Man,  who  was  J aid 
to  be  Favourite  in  ordinary ;  that  no  Suit  nor  Reward  were 
managed  but  by  his  Means ;  that  his  Hand  dijlributed 
Favours,  and  his  Hand  reft  rained  them,  and  that  even 
the  Lords  could  fcarce  have  a  Smile  without  his  Approba- 
tion. He  was  at  laft  condemn'd  for  a  moll  infamous 
Murder,  which  he  committed,  in  the  Wantonnefs  of 
Lull  and  Power,  on  the  Perfbn  of  Sir  Thomas  Overbury% 
his  former  Friend ;  and  though  he  found  Means  to 
obtain  the  Mercy  of  a  weak  Prince,  whom  he  abufed 
and  govern'd,  yet  he  died  at  laft  an  obfcure  Death  uni~ 
verfally  unlamented,  without  Fame  and  without  Po- 
fierity. 

But  what  always  Teemed  to  give  my  Friend  the  moll 
Delight,  whenever  he  enter'd  upon  this  Subject,  was  the 
modern  Cafe  of  that  notorious  Scotch  Rebel  and  Plunder- 
er of  his  Country,  Rob  Roy ;  That  is,  faid  He,  either 
King  Robin,  or  Robbing  the  King ;  though  I  have  heard 
him  affirm,  at  other  Times,  that  Roy  flood  in  old  Lan- 
guage for  Rouge,  or  Red,  and  that  this  publick  Felon 
was  called  Rob  Roy,  or  red  Robin,  in  Allufion  to  the 
Complexion  of  his  Hair,  or  to  a  certain  Scarf  of  the 
(zme  Colour,  which  he  ufed  to  wear  acrofs  his  Shoul- 
ders, when  he  appeared  in  the  Field  at  the  Head  of 
his  Party. 

My  old  Friend  has  feveral  other  little  Stories,  Autho- 
rities, Criticifms  and  Conceits  of  the  fame  Nature ;  par- 
ticularly a  humorous  and  fatirical  Method  of  explaining 
the  Reafon  why  mutinous  Sailors  chufe  to  fign  their 
Names,  when  they  engage  to  rife  againft  their  Com- 
manders, in  an  orbicular  Manner,  and  to  call  this 
Agreement  a  round  Robin  ;  from  whence  comes  the 
Phrafe,  upon  other  Occafions,  when  we  have  brought 
a  Man  into  a  Scrape,  that  we  have  him  as  round  as  a 
Robin. 

Vol.  VIII.  C  g 
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I  have  likewife  often  heard  him  undertake  to  de- 
tnonftrate  that  the  famous  good-naturM  Story  of  the 
Robin  Red-Breafts-,  and  the  poor  Children  in  the  Wood, 
is  nothing  but  an  arrant  Lye,  invented  by  fome  wicked 
Wretch  of  this  Name,  in  order  to  take  off  that  Averiion 
from  the  People,  which  commonly  adheres  to  it. 

You  fee,  Mr.  TPAnvers,  to  what  unreafonable  Antipa- 
thies Party  Prejudice  is  apt  to  lead  thofe  Men,  who  fuf- 
fer  themfelves  to  be  guided  by  it.  I  hope  you  will  al- 
ways guard  yourfelf  againft  it,  as  you  have  hitherto 
done,  and  take  this  Precaution  in  good  Part  from 

Tour  conftant  Reader 

And  humble  Servant, 
A,  Bob  Neute  r. 


f^CALEBD'ANVERS,   Efr, 

Mr.  D'A  nvers, 

I  Have  not  as  yet  got  beyond  the  Title-page  of  the 
new  Edition  of  your  Works.  I  have  been  examin- 
ing your  Picture  by  the  Rules  of  Phyfiognomy,  and 
from  them  I  can  both  defcribe  your  Temper  and  predict 
your  Fate.  The  latter  I  conceal,  from  a  charitable 
Motive,  at  prefenu  becaufe  the  profperous  Events  would 
give  you  Impatience,  as  the  adverfe  Events  would  give 
you  Anxiety.  As  for  the  Faults  of  your  Temper,  they 
are  Morofenefs  and  Melancholy.  You  are  apt  to  fufpecl 
that  the  zvorft  will  happen ;  whilft  I,  from  a  fanguine 
Confutation,  bearing  perhaps  too  much  to  the  other 
Extream,  always  hope  the  left  ;  efpecially  in  Affairs 
«>f  the  Publick. 

To  indulge  myfelf  a  little  in  this  favourable  Turn  of 

Mind,    I  have  made  a  Collection  of  the  Dangers  and 

poffible  Diftreffes  of  my  Country,    on  one  Side,  and 

ifcaHanced  them,  on  the  other,  with  unexpected,  lucky 

Events 
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Events  and  Deliverances ;  to  which  I  have  added  a  Lift 
of  Opportunities  loft  by  imprudent.  Minifters,  and  of' 
frefh  one*  fubftituted  by  bountiful  Providence. 

Amongft  the  lajl,  I  reckon  the  prefent  Conjuncture 
of  Affairs,  put  into  the  Hands  of  the  Administration ; 
which  may  either  prove  the  Means  of  a  national  De- 
liverance, or  elfe  mult  lay  an  additional  Load  of  Guilt 
on  fbme  particular  Perfons ;  but  becaufe  I  fufpect  my 
own  Skill  in  Politicks,  I  will  only  put  a  few  ^ueriest 
in  Relation  to  our  prefent  Situation  with  Spain. 

1 .  Whether  the  King  and  Queen  of  Spain  defire  the 
Settlement  of  their  Son  Don  Carlos  in  Italy? 

2.  Whether  Britain  is  not  their  only  Ally,  who  has 
been  at  any  Trouble  and  Expence  about  this  Affair  ? 

3 .  As  Britain  has  been  the  only  Ally,  who  has  for- 
warded this  Event,  whether  and  how  far  me  has  it  in 
her  Power  to  ftop  it  ? 

4.  Whether  the  Settlement  of  Don  Carlos  in  Italy  is 
of  any  great  Advantage  to  Us,  unlefs  io  far  as  it  facili- 
tates our  other  Negotiations  with.  Spain-,  and  therefore 

5.  Whether  in  that  Senfe  Don  Carlos  may  not  be 
reckoned  as  an  Hoftage  for  the  right  Behaviour  of  Spain 
towards  us  ? 

6.  Whether  it  would  not  be  extreamly  ridiculous  for 
Great  Britain  to  intercede  with  Spain  for  her  Confent, 
as  a  Favour,  to  the  Settlement  of  Don  Carlos  in  Italy  -, 
or  rather 

7.  Whether  Great  Britain  ought  not  to  obtain,  pre- 
vioufly  to  the  Settlement  of  Don  Carlos,  what  in  Juitice 
fhe  ought  to  expect  horn  Spain,  and  a  full  Confirmation 
of  all  former  Treaties  ? 

8.  Whether  Treaties  between  Nations  ought  not  to 
be  plain  and  explicit  ? 

•  9.  Whether  a  Minifter,  who  treats  on  any  other 
Terms,  is  not  like  a  tricking  Lawyer,  who  cheats  his 
Client  with  zfalfe  Conveyance? 

10.  Whether  Spain  does  not  Teem,,  by  her  late  Beha- 
viour, to  he  in, a  Difpofition  to  obtain  this  Point  of  t^e 

C  2  Settlement 
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Settlement  of  Don  Carlos,    without  tying  Herfelf  up 
from  renewing  her  Demands  upon  us  ? 

1 1 .  Whether  fuch  Shuffling  ought  not  to  make  the 
Britifh  Minijiers  ftill  more  careful,  explicit  and  peremp- 
tory in  their  Demands  ? 

12.  Whether  acting  otherwife  would  not  be  lulling 
the  Nation  afleep ;  cheating  them  wit^h  the  Appearance 
of 'Tranquillity,  when  in  reality  there  is  none;  and  en- 
deavouring to  procure  Peace  amongft  our  Neighbours, 
whilft  we  have  no  AfTurance  of  any  for  ourfelves  ? 

13-  If  a  dangerous  Meafure  was  become  unavoidable, 
whether  it  had  not  been  better  for  the  Nation  to  have 
gone  into  it,  whilft  in  Strength  and  Vigour,  rather  than 
when  exhaufted  ? 

14.  Whether  Britain  can  keep  Gibraltar  and  Peace 
with  Spain  at  the  fame  Time  ? 

15.  Whether  it  can  be  any  Reflection  on  the  Spanijb 
Nation  (if  They  are  really  fincere)  to  confirm,  in  expli- 
tit  and  plain  Terms,  what  they  have  granted  in  former 
Treaties ;  and  whether  their  boggling  at  This  is  not  a 
plain  Sign  of  fraudulent  Intentions  ? 

16.  Whether  the  Nation  ought  to  remain  any  longer 
in  a  State  of  Uncertainty,  and  a  warlike  Pofiure  P 

Perhaps,  Mr.  IfAnvers,  I  have  a  better  Opinion  of 
the  prefent  Minijlry  than  You  have ;  and  I  cannot  be- 
lieve them  fo  deftitute  of  common  Senfe  as  not  to  go  to 
the  Bottom  of  this  Affair,  now  they  have  brought  it  to 
the  laft  IiTue,  and  to  do  every  Body's  Bufmefs,  except 
That  of  their  own  Country  in  a  Negotiation,  which 
has  in  various  Shapes  lafted  fo  long  and  coft  fo  dear ; 
for  though  They  cannot  be  anfwerable  for  the  good 
Faith  of  that  Potentate,  with  whom  they  treat,  yet 
they  are  intirely  fo  that  there  be  no  Ambiguity,  no 
Obfcurity  in  the  Treaty ;  and  This  is  ftill  the  more  ne- 
ceffary,  becaufe  fome  Things  have  interven'd,  which 
give  them  at  leaft  fome  Colour  to  wrangle. 

In  Ihort,    Spain  ought  to  fpeak  plain,   whether  /he 
will  let  us  enjoy  Gibraltar  and  our  Commerce  in  Peace, 

©r 
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or  not.  •  If  She  will  not  fpeak  out,  what  fignifies  all 
that  we  are  doing  for  Don-Carlos,  but  to  put  it  in  her 
Power  to  do  us  (till  more  Hurt.  I  hope  we  fhall  never 
give  up  Gibraltar,  and  much  lefs  fuffer  ourfelves  to  be 
trick'd  "out  of  it. 

I  am,   SIR, 

Tour  bumble  Servant, 

C.  Britannicus: 


N°  258.  Saturday,  June  12,  1731, 
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HE  Writers  againft  us,  who  have -the 
•Impudence  to  call  Themfelves  Writers 
for  the  Gwemment,  have  at  -length-  been 
driven  into  an  open  Avowal  of  feveral 
Doctrines  and  Pofitions,  inconfiftent  with 
our  Confiitution  and  deftruclive  -,  of  all 
Liberty.  They  have  not  fcrupled  to  afTert  the  Neceflity 
of  making  Great  Britain,  in  feme  Sort,  a  Province  to 
foreign  Dominions,  nor  .been  afhamed  tor  plead,  without 
any  Difguife,  for  the  Dependency  of  the  Parliament  on 
the  Crown.      - 

.  Asfuch  infamous  DoSrJnes  abundantly  juflify  the  D^ 
jign  of  this  Undertaking,  fo  They  render  the  Profecu- 
tion  of  it  Hill  more  nccelTary.  Not  only  the  Liberty, 
but  even  the  very  Being  of  this  Nation,  as  a  free  Na- 
tion, is  almoft  become  a  Point  in  Difpute..  It  is  Time 
therefore  to  exert  our  felves,  in  its  Defence,  with  more 
Vigour,  and  with  lefs  Referve.  The  publick  Utility, 
the  publick  Safety  requires  it  at  our  Hands ;  and  We 
hope  our  Countrymen  will  give  a  double  Attention  to 
this  important,  to  this  effential  Enquiry, 

C  3  We 
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We  propofe  to  take  a  more  feafonable  Opportunity  of 

examining  the  Relation  of 'Great  Britain  to  his  Majefty*s 

foreign  Dominions ;  and  ihall  enter,  at  prefent,    into  tike 

Difeuffion  of  the  other  Point,  concerning  the  Dependency 

cf  Parliament. 

The  Publick  hath  lately  feen  a  Letter,  dated  from 
Cambridge,  in  Juftiiication  of  a  certain  Pofition,  faid  to 
be  advanced  by  a  learned  Prelate  of  bur  Church,  againft 
the  Bill,  commonly  called  the  Pen/ion  Bill.  As  this,  Let- 
ter mnft  have  given  great  Offence  to  every  Man,  who 
wifhes  well  to  our  Confiituiion,  We  were  in  Hopes  that 
his  Lordjhip  would  have  faved  hs  the  Trouble  of  ex- 
poling  it,  by  difclaiming  not  only  all  Concern  in  that 
Letter,  but  even  by  diibwning  the  Doclrine,  which  is 
the  Subject  of  it,  and  hath  been  propagated  through 
the  Kingdom  in. his  Name..  Inftead  of  which,  We 
have  feen  the  Publication  of  it  repeated,  at  different 
Times,  in  feveral  Papers,  without  any  fucji  Difavovval ; 
from  whence  I  perceive  the  World  is  apt  to  conclude 
that  it  is,  at  leaft,  agreeable  to  his  Lordjhifs  Sentiments ; 
but  however  That  may  be,  or  whether  Thefe  are  the 
Words,  which  his  Lordjhip  delivered,  the  Pofition  hath 
been  openly  juftify'd  5  it  is,  by  thefe  Means,  made  a 
Point  of  Dilpute,  and  fubmitted  to  publick  Exami- 
nation. 

The  Method  We  propofe  to  obferve,  in  this  En- 
quiry, isfirfi  to  lay  down  the  Pofition,  as  it  is  given 
us  by  his  Lordjhifs  Advocates,  with  our  Explanation 
of  it ;  and  Jecondly  to  apply  the  Reafoning  of  the  Cam- 
bridge Letter  to  the  true  Befign  of  the  Penfion  Bill.  — 
The  Pofition  runs  in  thefe  Words,  viz. 

*'  For  though  this  Bill,  at  firft  Sight,  feems  to  be  a 
u  felf-denying  Bill,  and  to  fome  particular  Members 
*'  may,  perhaps,  prove  fo ;  yet  the  Commons,  confidered 
**  as  an  Houfe  of  Parliament,  will  find  in  it,  I  fufpect, 
41  a  very  great  Enlargement  of  Power ;  and  whatever 
**  tends  to  break  the  Ballance  between  the  Powers 
*4  effential  to  this  Conftitution,    mull  fooner  or  later 

*4  prove 
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"  prove  the  Ruin  of  the  whole.  An  independent  Houfe 
"  of  Commons,  or  an  independent  Houfe  of  Lords,  is  as 
*'  inconfiftent  with  our  Conftitution  as  an  independent, 
"  That  is  abfolute,  King;  and  whoever  loves  the 
"  Liberties  and  Laws  of  his  Country,  will  no  more 
"  defire  to  fee  one  than  the  other.  Let  Bribery  be 
"  punilh'd  ;  let  Corruption  be  punifh'd ;  but  not  by 
"  giving  (o  much  Strength  to  one  Tower  of  this  Confti- 
*'  tution,  as  fhall  make  it  able  to  over-bear  the  reft. 

The  Letter-Writer  tells  us  that  He  is  well  affured 
Thefe  were  the  very  Words  fpoken  by  the  Bijhop ;  and 
though  We  are  well  inform'd  that  they  have  received 
fome  Softenings,    yet  the  Doctrine  is  too  flagrant  to 

efcape  Cenfure. Let  us  therefore    examine  the 

natural  Import  of  it,  as  it  lies  before  us. 

How  far  this  Bill  is  a  felf-denying  Bill,  or  would 
enlarge  the  Power  of  the  Commons,  will  fall  more  pro- 
perly under  our  fecond  Head,  when  We  come  to  apply 
the  Reafonings  of  the  Letter-Writer  to  the  Words  of  the 
Bill  it  felf ;  but  thus  much  it  is  neceflary  to  obferve  in 
this  Place ;  that  the  manifeft  Intention  of  the  Commons 
was  only  to  prevent  all  pecuniary  Influence  over  the 
particular  Members  of  their  own  Houfe-,  that  zUfuch 
Influence  is  a  corrupt  Dependence ;  and  that  all  corrupt 
Dependence  tends  (moll  effectually)  to  break  the  Ballance 
between  the  Bowers  effential  to  this  Conftitution, and  muft 
fooner,  or  later,  prove  the  Ruin  of  the  whole,  by  giving 
fo  much  Strength  to  one  Power  of  this  Conftitution  (That 
is,  the  Crown)  as  fhall  make  it  able  to  over-bear  the 
reft. 

What  can  this  Gentleman  mean  by  faying,  that  an 
independent  Houfe  of  Commons,  or  an  independent  Houfe 
of  Lords,    is  as  inconfiftent  with  our  Conftitution,  as  an 

independent,  That  is  abfolute,  King  ? If  He  means 

the  legal  conftitutional  Dependency,  which  each  Eftate 
of  the  Legiflature  hath  on  the  others,  fo  that  none  of 
their  Refolutions  can  pafs  into  Laws,  and  bind  the 
People,    without  their   concurrent  AlTent,    We  agree 

with 


with  Him;  We  have  contended  for  if,  as  the  only 
Bafis  of  our  Conjtitution.  But  This  could  not  be  his 
Meaning.  The  Words, .  con tain'd ,  in  the  Pofition,  are 
faid  to  have  been  fpoken,  and  are  certainly  printed, 
againft  the  Penfion  Bill,  which  relates  only  to  a  corrupt 
Dependence ;  That  is,  a  Dependence  to  be  created  by 
pecuniary  Motives ;  nay,  the  Letter-Writer  Himfelf  de- 
fends, the  Pofition  upon  this  Foot,  as  We  fhall  fhew 
hereafter.  »■  I  will  endeavour  to  explain  my  Mean- 
ing ftill  farther,  by  putting  it  into  other  Words ;  for 
our  Caufe  requires  no  Difguife,  and  is  of  fuch  Impor- 
tance, that- the  moft  illiterate  Man  in  the  Kingdom 
ought  to  be  made  capable  of  understanding  it.  The 

Houfe  of  Commons,  coniider'd  as  one  Part  of  the  Legi- 
fiature, ought  not  to  be  independent  of  the  other  Parts, 
which  are  the  Houfe  of  Lords  and  the  King.  In  like 
Manner,  the  Houfe  of  Lords  ought  not  to  be  indepen- 
dent of  the  King  and  the  Commons ;  nor  the  King  in- 
dependent of  the  Lords  and  the  Commons.  In-  this  Senfe 
then  the  feveral  Eftates.  of  the  Legislature  are  dependent 
on  each  other;  but"  this  Dependency  arifes  from  the 
Wifdom  and  Happinefs  of  our  Conftitution,  which 
hath  provided  that  no  one  Branch  of  the  Legifiature 
fhall  enaft  any  Thing  to  the  Prejudice,  or  without  the 
Confent,  of  the  others.  It  arifes  from  the  NeceSTity  of 
a  mutual  Agreement,  founded  on  mutual  Inter  efts-, 
whereas  if  the  Exercife  of  any  corrupt  Influence  mould 
be  allow'd,  one  Branch  of  the  Legifiature  would  gain 
fuch  an  Afcendent  over  the  others,  that  the  Ballance  of 
our  Conftitution  would  be  broken,  and  the  concurrent 
JJfent  of  the  Legislature  might  not  arife  from  the 
mutual  Interefts  of  Thofe,  who  constitute  it,  but  from 
a  Dependence,  which  is  created  by  Corruption. 

I  think  This  very  plain ;  and  therefore  will  proceed 
to  obferve  that  as  the  King  hath  one  whole  third  Share 
of  the  Legifiature  in  his  own  fmgle  Perfon;  fo  the 
Lords  and  the  Commons,  who  are  numerous  Bodies  and 
therefore  more  fubject  to  Influence,,  ought  to  have  a 

Power 
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Power  to  prevent  fuch  a  particular  Dependency  of  forae 
of  their  Members  on  the  Crown,  as  would  effectually 
deftroy  that  general  Dependency,  on  which  our  Confu- 
tation fublifls. 

When  We  confider  farther  that,  befides  a  third? art 
tf  the  Legijlature,  the  whole  executive  Power,  the  Di£ 
pofition  of  Honours  and  Preferments,  ecclefiaftical,  civil, 
and  military,  with  Other  great  Advantages  (not  in  the 
kail  affected  by  this  Bill)  are  veiled  in  the  King,  He 
can  have  no  Occafion  for  any  other  Influence  than  what 
the  Conftitution  gives  Him,  or  what  arifes  from  that 
Confidence,  which  the  Affections  of  his  People  may 
place  in  Him.  —  A  limited  Monarch  muit  be  a  de- 
pendent Monarch ;  but  the  King  of  Great  Britain  is 
certainly  much  lefs  dependent  than  the  other  Branches 
of  the  Legijlature. 

Let  Bribery  be  punijhed;  let  Corruption  be  punijhed> 
fays  this  worthy  Gentleman ;  and  He  fays  very  well ; 
but  how  ihall  Bribery  and  Corruption  be  puniihed,  un- 
lefs  They  are  detecled ;  and  how  Ihall  they  be  detecled, 
if  the  only  fore  Method  of  detecting  them  is  deflru&ive 
of  our  Conftitution  ? 

We  mull  infill  upon  it  therefore,  and  will  farther  un- 
dertake to  prove,  that  the  Words  attributed  to  the 
Bijhop  are  either  empty  Sounds,  or  capable  of  the  wicked 
Conftruclion,  that  hath  been  put  upon  them ;  and  whofo- 
ever  loves  the  Laws  and  Liberties  of  his  Country,  ought 
to  abhor  the  Doctrine  They  contain.  It  hath,  indeed, 
been  already  received  with  almoll  univerfal  Indignation, 
and  exploded  by  every  difmtereiled,  independent  Man, 
of  all  Parties,  in  the  whole  Kingdom.  Nay,  I  have 
had  the  Pleafure  to  hear  many  Perfons,  who  lay 
under  a  Neceflity  to  oppofe  the  Bill,  bear  their  Tefti- 
mony  againft  this  Doclrine.  The  firlt  Principles  of 
our  Conftitution,  and  the  very  Seeds  of  all  Liberty  muft 
be  eradicated  out  of  our  Minds,  before  it  can  have 
any  Effect.  It  is  calculated  only  for  the  M  m 
of  an  arbitary  Government,  and  I  will  defy  any  Man 

to 
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to  prove  that  the  Oxford  Decree,  had  a  worfe  Terir 
dency. 

-  li 'fuch  a  Definite  can  pofBbly  do  any  Mifchief,  it  is 
becaufe  it  hath  been  fpread  through  the  Kingdom  under 
the  San&ion  of  fo  great  a  Name,  and  to  "excellent  a 
Character,  as  this  Gentleman  hath  long  borne  for  Piety 
and  Learning.  Nobody  can  pretend  to  determine  what 
Influence  fuch  an  Authority  may  have  on  fome  Minds. 
It:  would  therefore  be  an  Inflance  of  Condefcention, 
well-worthy  a  chrifti 'an  Prelate,  to  takeoff  the  Preju*- 
dice,  which  his  Reputation  may  carry  along  with  it, 
by  explaining  his  Intentions.  His  Lord/hip  cannot  for- 
get that  this  Reafon  was  formerly -urged,  to  juitify  the 
Condemnation  of  a  *  certain  dangerous  Doclrine  and  Pof^ 
Hon,  of  another  Nature,,  in.  which  He  was  principally 
concerned.  It  was  apprehended  that  the  Credit  and 
high  Station  of  the.- Author  made  it  neeeflary  to  cenlure 
bis  Doclrine.  This  mull  be  our  Excuie  win  the  prefent 
•Cafe  j  and  I  hope  his  LordJhip}s  Example  will  be  a  full 
Justification  of  our  Conduct. 

As  the  Cambridge  Letter  was  apparently  written  in 
Anfwer  to  a  Paper,  publifh'd  in  this  Journal,  his  Lord* 
Jhip  cannot  think  it  any  Degree  of  Arrogance  to  con- 
clude with  aflimng  Him  that  if  He  mould  think  proper 
to  difclaim  this  dangerous  Doclrine  and  Poftion,  which 
-hath  been  publifhed  in  his  Name,  or  to  confine  it  to 
that  legal  Dependency,  which  our  Conjiituiion  hath 
formed,  We  mail  not  be  very  Uriel  in  our  Enquiries, 
nor  take  much  farther  Pains  to  fhew  that  it  had  no  Re- 
lation to  the  Pen/ton  Bill ;  but  if  He,  or  his  Advocates, 
will  undertake  to  defend  any  other  Dependency,  We  are 
ready  to  enter  the  Lifts  with  Them,  and  muft  take  the 
Liberty  to  expofe  fuch  a  Doclrine  as  We  think  it  de- 
ferves.  D. 


*  Advanced  by  Bijhop  Hoadley,   consenting  Church 
■Authority. 

Saturday, 
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ft    CALEB    D'A'NVERS,    Efqi 

S  IR, 

H  O*  you  are  an  */</  Gentleman,  a  P^z- 
lojopher,  and  a  Politician ;   yet,    if  I  re- 
coiled! your  Character  aright,  you  have 
always  exprefsM  a  polite  Regard  for  the 
!  fair  Sex,  and  looked  upon  Them,  and 
their  Judgment  on  your  Works,    with 
Pleafure.     I  wonder  therefore  that  you  ihould  at  any 
Time  be  fo  ungallant  as  to  talk  to  them  in  an  unknown 
*Tonpte ',  and  particularly  that  you  fhould  publifh  any 
Latin,  without  communicating  to  Them  the  Meaning 
of  it.     To  talk  to  People,    in  Terms  above  their  Ca- 
pacity,   can  no  more  be  iaid  to   be  quite  mannerly 
than  whifpering  in  Company.     Thefe  Refleelions  were 
occafioned  by  your  Motto,  taken  out  of  one  of  Tullfs 
Orations  againft  Verres,  and  placed  in  the  Front  of  the 
Volumes   of  your  Works,    which    you    have  lately 
publifhed.     It  is,  no  doubt,  a  well-choien,  an  elegant 
and  a  proper  Motto ;  but  \h&-Ladiej  fency,  as  you  have 
chofen  this  piece  of  Latin  to  prefide  over  your  .collected 
Papers,    that  there  muft  be  fomething  extraordinary  in 
it.     That  they  may  therefore  receive  the  Pleafure  of 
reading  it  in  their  own  Language,    I  have  made  it 
Englifb.     How  much  it  will  fufter,   as  every  Sentence 
of  Ckew  muft,  when  translated,  the  Learned  well  know, 
and,  will  allow  for  it ;  and  the  Unlearned  will  not  con- 
demn rrie  for  a  Fault  they  cannot  find. 

This  Ver  res  then,  I  muft  inform  Them,  lived  in 
Times  of  Corruption;    for  there  was  fuch  a  Thing  as 

Corruption, 
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Corruption,  even  fo  long  ago  as  in  Cicero's  Time.  He 
was  Proconful,  or  Chief  Governor  of  Sicily,  one  of  the 
Roman  Provinces ;  where  he  bulled  himfelf  very  dili- 
gently, as  if  he  had. been  born  and  bred  nearer  to  our 
Latitude  and  Times,  in  plundering  and  harraffing  the 
poor  People,  over  whom  he  prefided.  He  had  palled 
thro'  a  long  Courfe  of  Iniquity.  He  had  amaffed  to- 
gether, by  all  Sorts  of  publick  Felonies,  incredible 
Riches  j  and  Cicero  fays  in  the  Oration,  from  whence 
your  Motto  is  taken,  *  "  That  a  pernicious  Opinion, 
"  \kry  dangerous  to  the  Commonwealth,  had  prevail- 
**  ed,  not  only  at  Rome,  but  among  all  foreign  Nations  i 
"  that  at  Rome  no  Perfon  could  be  convicted  of  any 
V  Crime  before  the  prefent  Senate,  or  the  Fathers, 
"  however  plainly_  proved,  or  however  guilty  he  was, 
"  if  he  had  Money  enough  to  bribe.  "  —  Verres  fre- 
quently boafted  that  he  placed  his  Safety  in  thefe 
^fudges.  He  gave  it  as  the  Reafon  of  his  Rapine  and 
Avarice,  that  he  well  knew  the  Plunder  would  fecure 
him  againft  any  Punimment  due  to  his  Crimes.  He 
managed  all  publick  Bufmefs  for  many  Years  almoft 
fingly,  and  without  fuffering  any  one  to  fhare  in  the 
.Direction  ;  but  He  managed  them  weakly  and  wickedly, 
fully  takes  Notice  that  He  plundered  without  any 
Bowels,  or  Humanity  ;  without  the  leaft  Regard  to  the 
Neceffities  of  the  Poor ;  that  the  Ports  and  Harbours  of 
the  Commonwealth  were  expoied  to  the  Enemy ;  that 
the  Sailors  and  Soldiers  of  the  Republick  were  fufFered 
to  perifh  for  Want ;  and  that  large  Fleets  were  igno- 
minioufly  loft  and  deffcroyM.  Cicero  undertook  to  plead 
the  Caufe  of  the  injured  People  before  the  Judges,  who 
were  always  in  thole  Days  chofen  out  of  the  Senate.  • 
The  Motto  is  taken  out  of  his  firil  Oration  againlt  Verres. 

-i  Ml  1      11   wwwm  ■  i^ mmm~m ■«— t—  ■!  ■ 

*  Invcteravitjam  Opinio  perniciofa  Reip.  nobifgae  periculofa, 
quae  non  modo  Romae,  fed  apud  exteras  natioae$,  omnium  Ser- 
tnone  petcrebuit,  his  Judiciis,  quae  nunc  funt,  pecuniofutn  Ho* 
sniaon,  quaaivis  fit  aecens.  neminem  pofle  damuaxi. 

Cicero  in  Verakm,  Aftio  prima, 

In 
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In  Englijh  thus.  —  "I  have  brought  before  you  a  great 
Ci  Offender -y  Cajus  Verres  ;  a  Man  already  con- 
"  demn'd  by  the  general  Voice  of  the  People ;  in  his 
"  own  infolent  Defiances,  and  depending  on  his  great 
"  Wealth,  acquitted.  In  this  Caufe  have  I  undertaken 
"  to  appear,  agreeably  to  the  univerfal  Defire  and  Ex- 
"  peculation  of  the  Roman  People  ;  not  with  a-ny  De~ 
"  fign  to  increafe  the  publick  Envy  againft  Peribns  in 
l(  his  Station,  but  to  relieve  my  Country  from  the  In- 
"  famy  he  hath  brought  upon  it.  You  have  a  CrimU 
"  rial  before  you,  by  the  Puniihrhent  of  whom  you 
"  may  regain  the  loft  Credit  of  your  judicial  Autha- 
"  rity ;  recover  your  Favour  with  the  People ;  and 
"  give  Satisfaction  to  foreign  Nations  ;  a  Plunderer  of 
"  the  Treafury ;  the  Grievance  of  Afia  and  Paraphilia  ; 
"  an  Invader  of  the  antient  Rights  of  the  City ;  the 
"  Scandal  and  Curfe-of  the  Province  of  Sicily  ;  againft 
"  whom  if  you  give  a  righteous  and  a  jult  Decree, 
"  that  Authority,  which  you  ought  to  pre'erve,  will 
"  remain  with  you ;  but  if  you  mould  furrer  his  im- 
"  menfe  Wealth  to  defeat  a  ftricl  and  impartial  Judg- 
"  ment,  yet  thus  far  am  I  refolved  to  undertake  for  my 
"  felf,  that  Juftice  fhall  rather  be  denied  to  the  Publick, 
"  than  that  a  guilty  Man  mail  efcape  without  Accu- 
"  fation. 

Perhaps,  fomeof my  curious  and  fair  Readers  may 
deiire  to  know  what  Marks  Hiftory  hatli  left  us,  with 
regard  to  the  Perfon  and  Parts  of  this  wicked  Minifter, 
againft  whom  Cicero,  that  great  Orator,  has  brought  fo 
warm  and  fo  weighty  a  Charge.  As  it  happens,  I  have 
an  Opportunity  not  only  of  obliging  the  Ladies,  .buc 
my  Readers  in  general,  in  this  Particular ;  a  Friend  of 
mine  having  lately  put  into  my  Hands  an  antient  Ma- 
nufcript  in  Latin,  wherein  the  Author  feems  to  have 
collected  together  all  the  Circumftances  he  could  get, 
relating  to  the  Life  and  Aftions  of  this  bad  Minifter. 

He  was,  fays  my  Author,  in  Perfon  Vultus  ahemi, 
in  provecliori  uEtate    in  Orichakum   converfihilis.  — 

Vol.  VIII.  D  That 


2.5  The  Craftsman.     N°  259. 

That  h,  He  was,  as  Sir  John  Falftaff  is  defcribed, 
"  a  whorefon  round  Man,  of  a  brazen  Complexion, 
'*  which,  when  he.  was  about  Fifty,  became  fixed  and 
"  turned  into  a  high  Copper}''  He  was  a  very  pie af ant, 
laughing  Creature  ;  and  to  make  out  his  Story,  or 
when  it  tally'd  with  his  Intereft,  he  would  not  flick  at 
a  Fib  now  and  then.  Like  the  fat  Knight  too,  tho1  he 
was  not  witty  Him/elf  he  zvas  moft  certainly  the  Oc- 
cafton  that  Wit  was  in  other  Men.  His  great  Delight 
was,  where  Sir  John's  Joy  feems  chiefly  to  lye,  in 
robbing  the  Exchequer.  Verres  always  chuckled  at  a 
Propofal  of  that  Kind,  and  actually  put  it  in  Practice 
more  than  once.  You  fee  the  Fenian  Orator  calls  him 
Depeculatorem  JErarij  ;  Robber  of  the  Exchequer. 
Shakefpeare  makes  Sir  John  declare  that  he  would  do 
it  with  unzvafifd  Hands ;  and  Verres  is  mention'd,  in 
this  Manufcript,  to  have  had  turpiculas  F almas ;  lit- 
tle, dirty,  unwaftfd  Hands.  Verres,  we  fee,  in  the 
heighth  of  his  Wealth,  grew  fo  audacioufly  familiar 
with  Authority  as  to  attempt  to  bribe  the  Senate,  who 
were  ■  his  Judges ;  and  Falftaff  publickly  invites  his 
Prince  to  take  Share  of  the  Plunder.  Verres  robbed  in 
good  Company.  He  plundered  under  the  Character  of 
a  Freferver  of  Property,  and  always  diftributed  a 
Share  of  the  Booty  among  his  chief  Officers  and  Pro- 
jectors of  his  Jobs.  The  pie  af  ant,  fat  Knight,  I  think, 
iays  "  that  He  was  joined  with  no  Foot  Land  Rakers  j 
"  no  long-ftaff,  fixpenny  Strikers  ;  (That  is,  with  no 
"  little,  footpad  Villains)  but  with  Nobility  and  Tran- 
#  quility  ;  People  (fays  He)  that  do  not  pray  to  their 
"  Saint  the  Commonwealth,  but  prey  on  her"  This, 
we  fee,  is  exactly  the  Cafe  of  Verres.  Tho'  I  did  not 
think  of  a  Parallel  between  thefe  two  Heroes  of  the 
Highway,  when  I  iirfl  began  to  read  my  Manufcript  ; 
yet,  upon  re-confidcring  thofe  Characlers  together,  I 
find  they  may  be  compared  very  juftly.  Sir  John 
delighted  always  in  low,  dull  Drudges  about  his  Perfcn 
and  his  Pleafures.    Pans  and  Bardolph,  and  Peto  are 

his 
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his  Creatures.  They  fuffer  his  jokes,  and  eat.  They 
fwallow  greedily  the  Scraps  of  his  Generality.  —  Sociis 
fervilibus,  &  de  plebcculo,  dcp:culatorihus  gaudebat, 
lays  my  Author  ;  That  is,  He  chofe  dirty  Companions, 
who  had  large  Stomachs  and  a  quick  Digeftion  of  pub- 
lick  Plunder.  Sir  John,  we  know,  eipecially  when  he 
talk'd  of  his  Courage,  would  lye  moil  abominably  ;  and 
not  trouble  himfelf  how  to  get  ofF,  when  detected. 
Ft r res  would  Jhcot  fwng,  as  the -vulgar  Phrafe  has  it, 
in  the  Face  of  a  full  Senate.  He  would  affirm  to  the 
Fathers  that  a  Fact  was  true  one  Day,  and  on  the 
very  next  Day,  without  the  Ieait  Bluih,  without  the 
flattening  of  one  Mufcle,  deny  before  the  fame  AiTem- 
bly  what  he  had  aiHrm'd.  Fat  Jack  cries  our,  in  a 
penitential  Fit,  "  zvould  I  knew  where  a  Commodity 
"  °f  §°°d  Names  was  to  be  bought  /" — Verres  actually 
attempted  to  buy  this  Commodity,  and  hired  great  Num- 
bers of  dull  Scribes  with  Money,  to  write  weekly  Let- 
ters,  and  to  declare  to  all  the  World  that  He  was  a  wife, 
a  righteous,  and  a  jufi  Man.  Falftaff  in  a  Fit  of  Va  * 
nity,  in  another  Place,  declares,  '.'  there  are  ttot  three 
"  good  Men  unhang \i  in  England,  and  one  of  them  is 
"  fat,  and  grows  oldP  Verres  affirms,  with  the  fame 
Vanity,  that  he  was  fummoned  by  the  Necejjity  of  Af- 
fairs to  take  Care  of  the  Commonwealth',  and  that  he 
was  the  only  Man  capable  of  doing  it.  Rerum  Neceffi- 
tudine  ad  tuendam  Rempublica?n  arcejjttus,  fays  the  Ma- 
nufcript.  Sir  John,  we  all  know,  was  a  Braggadochio  ; 
an  unreafonable  Boafter  of  himfelf  and  his  Parts.  In 
his  Dialogue  with  the  Prince  of  Wales,  he  fays* 
?'  there  is  a  goodlf ^portly  Man  and  corpulent,  (innuendo 
te  Himfelf)  of  a  cbeaiful  Look,  a  p leafing  Eye,  and  a 
u  mofi  noble  Carriage ;  his  Age  fome  fifty ;  or,  by  your 
<e  Lady,  inclining  to  threefcore ; .  there  is  Virtue  in  that 
"  Man." —  Exactly  in  thefe  Words  did  Verres,  and  his 
Dunces,  ufe  to  laud  him.  Every  one  has  heard  of  the 
famous  Statue,  (mentioned  by  Dion  the  Syracufian) 
which  was  raifed  to  the  perpetual  Infamy  of  this  cor- 
rupt Mimfier,  and  of  the  little,  blind  Image,  called 
D  z  Pluttis 
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PMus,  placed  before  him,  pouring  Money  into  his 
Lap,  and  endeavouring  to  fcreen  him  from  Juftice ; 
which  Goddefs  appears  in  a  threatning  Attitude  at  a  very- 
little  Diitance,  under  the  Character  of  the  Genius  of 
Rome.  Falfiaff  places  his  little  Page  before  him,  to 
cover  him  from  the  Sight  of  my  Lord  Chief  Juftice. 
The  Allufion  is  clear ;  the  Moral  is  juft  ,  and  the  Pa- 
rallel runs  on  all  Four. 

Eut  as  I  may  have  faid  enough  of  This,   you  will 
give  me  your  Patience,  while  I  make  an  Observation  or 
two  upon  the  Words  of  Cicero,  in  the  Motto  before  us. 
The  Roman  Orator  takes  particular  Care,  in  this  Part 
of  his   Speech,   to    inform   the   Judges,    what    great 
Weight  it  ought  to  have  with  them,    that  this  wicked 
Minifter  was  already  condemned  by  the  Voice  of  the 
whole  Roman  People ;  and  furely  This  ought   to  have 
Force.  It  always  will  have  Force.  The  Minijler  is  only 
the  Servant  of  the  People.  He  is  fet  on  high,  and  his  Ac- 
tions, as  well  as  his  Perfon,  are  confpicuous.  'The  People 
know,  and  fee,  and  feel  when  he  does  well,  and  when 
he  does   ill ;  and   their  Judgments  are  generally  right. 
He  is  condemned   generally  i  —  by  whom  ?    by   the 
People.     He    is  acquitted  particularly  ;  —  by  whom  ? 
by  Himjelf.     This   Circumftance  points  terribly  at  his 
Guilt',  as  the  Jingle  Per/on,  who  acquits  him,  maybe 
fuppofed  to  know  more  of  his  Crimes  than  all  his  Ac- 
cusers.    Cicero  honeitly  and  boldly  tells   the   Judges, 
their  Authority  would  link,  mould   they  prefume  to  ac- 
quit Jo  guilty,  fo  detefted  a  Plunderer.     He  lets  them 
know  that   tho'  "they  mould  dare  to  let  the  Impeach- 
ment drop,  he  was  determin'd  to  act  like  a  good  Citizen, 
and  not  to  fufrer  fo  ?ioiorious  a  Cri?ninal  to  efcape  with- 
out Accufation  ;  that  tho'   the  Power  of  Money  mould 
buy  off  their  Votes,   he  would  {till  be  deemed  guilty  by 
the  People  ;  and  that  Guilt  againft  the  People  will  and 
mult  be  followed  by  Punifhment.     Publick ,  Wrongs  re- 
quire publick  Reparation. 

But   as  I  think, .  Mr.  jyAnvers,   this  Character  of 
Verres  has  not  before  been  touch'd  upon  by  vou,  or  but 

very 
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very  curforily,  in  any  of  your  Lucubrations,  I  hope 
you  will,  as  you  have  Leifure,  handle  it  at  full  Length  % 
and  prove  (fince  the  late  Writing*  of  fome  worthlefs 
Men  require  it  to  be  proved )  that  publick  Bribery  and 
Corruption  are  Crimes. 

I  have  always  believed,  and  I  ftill  believe,  ( notwith- 
standing the  late  infamous  Doctrine  of  Dependency)  that 
Crimes  committed  by  Minifiers,  or  Men  in  Authority, 
were  increas'd  by  the  Breach  of  the  great  Iruft  repofsd 
in  them,  and  the  high  Characters  they  bore  ;  but  if  it 
is  not  fo ;  if  Fraud  and  Corruption,  committed  by  Per- 
fons  in  high  Life,  are  not  Crimes ;  I  do  not  know  by 
what  Logick  they  can  be  made  fo  in  private  and  low 
Life  ;  and  then  poor  Japhet,  who  very  lately  loft  his 
Ears,  and  fome  Part  of  his  Nofe  on  the  Pillory,  has 
Reafon  to  complain  that  a  Sentence  was  executed  upon 
him  by  an  old,  unfajhionable  Statute,  made  in  good 
Qaeen  Bejfeh  Days,  when  thefe  Things  were  accounted 
Crimes. 

R.  1  am,  SIR,&c. 


N°  260.  Saturday,  Jane  0.6^  1731. 

The  Subjecl  of  the  Dependency  of  Parliaments  conti- 
nued, in  Anfwer  to  the  Cambridge  Letter. 

Avirig  laid  down  the  P  option,  which  is 
faid  to  have  been  advanced  by  the 
learned  Prelate,  and  given  our  Expla- 
nation of  it,  by  which  I  think  it  ■  evi- 
dently appears  that  it  could  relate  only 
to  a  corrupt  Dependence  \  we  mail  now 
proceed  to  apply  the  Reafonings  of  the  Letter-writer 
to  the^  Bill  itlelf,  and  mew  that  our  Senfe  of  the  Po- 
rtion is  the  very  Senfe,  in  which  He  undertakes  to  de- 
fend it. 

D  3  He 
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■  He  tells  us,  by  Way  of  Preface,  that  the  prefent 
£>ueftion  is  not  whether  Bribery  is  a  bad  Things  or  no  ; 
which  neither  the  honeft,   nor  difhoneft  Part  of  the 

Nation  will  difpute, Knaves  dare  not,  and  honefl: 

Men  will  not  defend  Corruption ;  and  hence  comes  the 
general  Confent  in  fiich  Cafes. 

This  is  certainly  a  very  juit  Obfervation  ;  but  lbme- 
what  indifcreetly  dropt  on  the  prefent  Occaiion.  Ho- 
nefl Men  will  not  defend  Corruption,  under  any  Shape, 
but  oppofe  it-  ftrenuouily  without  Difguife.  Knaves 
dare  not  defend  it  openly  ,  even  in  the  moit  .cor- 
rupt Age  ;  but  are  obliged,  for  the  Sake  of  common 
Decency,  to  carry  on  their  Defign  under  falfe  Co- 
lours and  Pretences.  They  are  afhamed,  indeed,  to 
difpute  whether  Bribery  is  a  bad  Thing  in  itfelf ;  and 
therefore  They  lye  under  a  Neceflity  of  evading  the 
true  Queftion,  and  reprefenting  the  jingle  Point  to  be 
(as  this  learned  Cantabrigian  maintains)  whether  the 
Method,  proposed  to  flop  Bribery,  be  an  effectual  Me- 
thod, and  confifl.ent  with  our  Conflitution. -— — — ButUet 
us  fee  how  He  fupports  this  Argument.  , 

He  tells  us  that  He  got,  with  fame  Difficulty,  x$tie 
of  the  printed  Bills,  with  the^Bhnks  fllPd  up  ;  and*  as 
He  had  heard  that  it  related  to  Places*  Penfions,  and\  all 
Rewards  and  Gratuities  whatever  from  the  Crown,  He 
read'  it  in~  full  Expectation  'of  finding  every  Member 
of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  made  incapable  of  taking, 
or  receiving  in  his  own  Name,  or  in  Trujr,  an}  Place, 
Penfion,  Reward,  or  Gratuity  whatever  ;  but  to  ■  his 
very  great  Surprize  He  found  nothing  like  it. 

Who  can  help  the  Ignorance*  or  Surprize  of  this 
Gentleman,  on  being  thus  difappointed  in  his  Expecta- 
tions ?  The  Bill  had  pa£'d  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
■above  a  Year  before  his  Letter  appeared  ;  and  though  it 
was  not  printed  till  the  lafl  Sefflon  of  Parliament,  £Jc. 
might  have  been  informM,  without  much  Difficulty, 
that  it  related  only  to  Penfions^  during  Pleafure,  or  for 
any  Number  of  Tears,  or  Offices,  hell  in  Trufl  fir 

Mem- 
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Members  of  the  Houfe  of  Com?nons.  No  Places,  of  a 
pub  lick  Nature,  either  civil  or  military,  which  were 
not  before  made  incompatible  with  a  Seat  in  Parlia- 
ment, are  in  the  leaft  affected  by  it. — Is  it  not  there- 
fore very  ftrange  that  this  Writer,  who  feems  to  have 
pretty  good  Intelligence  in  other  Cafes,  mould  have 
entertained  any  fach.fi  I ly  Expeclations,  or  be  furpri- 
xed  at  his  Difappointment  ? 

He  proceeds  thus. — The  Bill  creates  no  new  Incapa- 
city ;  and  had  it  paffed  into  a  Law,  any  Member  noi- 
withftanding  might  have  taken  any  Reward,  or  any 
Gratuity  fro?n  the  Crown,  which  He  could  obtain.— 
How  then  are  Bribery  and  Corruption  Jhut  out  ? 
■  If  Bribery  and  Corruption  would  not  have  been  Jhut 
out  by  this  Bill,  why  have  fo  much  Pains  been  taken 
to  defeat  it  within  Doors,  and  to  explode  it  without 
Doors,  as  if  it  was  dangerous  to  the  Conftitution,  by 
giving  die  Houfe  of  Commons  too  great  a  Weight  ? — But 
I  fhall  have  Gccafion  to  explain  this  Part  of  the  Que- 
ftion  more  particulaily  in  another  Place,  as  the  Rea- 
der will  immediately  perceive. 

All  that  I  can  find  in  the  Bill  (fays  the  learned 
Cantabrigian)  is  This — Eve; y  Member  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  is  to  fwear  to  this  Ejfecl ;  "  that  He  will 
«'  not,  directly  or  indirectly,  take  or  receive  any  Re- 
**  ward,  or  Gratuity,  from  the  Crown,  during  the 
*'  Time  of  his  being  a  Member  ;  or,  that  if  He  does 
**  receive  any  Gratuity,  or  Reward,  He  will  declare 
V  it  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons  within  fourteen  Days.— 
"  If  any  Member  neglects,  or  refufes,  to  take  this 
"  Oath ;  or  if,  taking  a  Gratuity  or  Rezvard  afier- 
'„'  wards,  He  does  not  declare  it  to  the  Houfe,  He  is 
"  made  fubject  to  the  Pains  and  Penalties  of  Perjury, 

**  Sec. The  fame  Provifion  extends  to  Places  and 

"  Penfons. 

I  have  chofen  to  quote  the  Letter -writer's  Abflract 
of  this  Bill,  that  I  may  reafon  the  more  clofely  with 
Him  upon  it ;  though  it  is  manifeft,  at  ntir.  Sight,  that 
Hq  luth,  either  willingly  or  ignoramly,  mifreprefemed 

the 


ja         Abe  Craftsman.    N°  a6oe 

the  Bill',  for,  according  to  his  Abftraft,  any  Member, 
who  refufes,  or  neglecls  to  take  this  Oath,  is  made 
fubjccl    to   the  Vains  and  Penalties    of  Perjury  j 
'whereas  in  the  printed  Bill,  which  now  lies  before  me 
with  the  Blanks  fill'd  up,  the  Penalty  upon  any  Mem- 
ber, for  refufing,  or  negleding  to  take  and  fubfcribe  this 
Oath,  is  only  the  Forfeiture  of  his  Seat ;  and  for  fit- 
ting and  voting  in  the  Houfe,  without  taking  and  fuh- 
fcribing  it,  He  is  to  forfeit  the  Sum   of  thirty  Pounds 
for  each  Day,  that  He  Jh all  fit  and  vote  as  aforefaid, 
with  full  Cofts  of  Suit,  to  be  recovered  in  Weftminfter- 

Hall. But  I  will  be  fo  candid  as  to  fuppofe  that 

This  could  be  only  a  meer  Blunder,    and  will  there- 
fore proceed  to  other  Obfervations. 

The  Letter-writer  obferves,  that  the  whole  comes  tt> 
This.  The  Members  may  take  what  Rewards,  what 
Gratuities  They  pleafe,  provided  They  declare  zvhat  They 
take,  within  fourteen  Days,  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons. — 
Is  it  not  therefore  plain  from  hence  that  the  only  De- 
fign  of  this  Bill  was  to  prevent  all  fecret,  corrupt 
Influence  and  ought  not  the  Houfe  of  Commons  to  fe« 
cure  Themfelves,  as  well  as  They  are  able,  from  sMfucb 
Influence  as  tends  to  deftroy  that  Equality,  which 
is  necefiary  to  preferve  the  Freedom  of  our  Conftitu- 
tion,  by  rendering  them  abfolutely  dependent  on  the 
Crown  ? 

Buty<?#  and  every  Man  {fays  the  Letter-writer  to  his 
friend)  muft  naturally  ask  zvhat  is  to  be  done,  in 
Confequence  of  this  Declaration  ?  To  this  ^ueftion,  fays 
He,  /  can  give  no  pofitive  Anfwer  ;  for  here  the  Bill 
flops  jhort,  and  gives  not  the  leaf  Intimation  of  the 
Ule  to  be  made  of  this  Declaration. r—  I  will  in- 
form this  learned  Cantabrigian  what  Ufe  I  apprehend 
might  be  made,  and  was  intended  to  be  made,  of  this 
Declaration. — I  pre  fume  then  that  the  Delign  of  it  was 
to  put  other  Lazvs  in  Force,  which  are  already  made 
to  this  Purpofe,  by  detecting  Thofe,  who  may  endea- 
vour, at  any  Time  hereafter,  to  violate,  or  evade  them, 
"by  accepting  of  z  fee  ret  Penfiov,    or  having  an  Office 

held 
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held  in  Truft  for  them.  The  very  Title  of  the  Bill 
{hews  This  to  be  the  Meaning  of  the  Commons^  It  is 
called  a  BUI  for  making  mere  effectual  the  Laws  in  Be- 
ing, for  difabling  Perjonsfrom  being  cbofen  Members  of 
or  fitting,  or  voting  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  who 
have  any  Pen/ton  during  Pleafure,  or  for  any  Num- 
ber of  Years,  or  any  Offices  held  in  Truft  for  Them. — ■ 
The  whole  Tenor  of  the  Bill  is  exactly  conformable  to 
the  Title  of  it,  and  hath  manifestly  no  other  Drift 
than  to  remove  that  Screen,  by  which  any  Perlbns  may 
endeavour  to  defeat  the  Intention  of  other  Laws,  al- 
ready in  Being.  The  Method  of  doing  This  is  by  a 
fokmn  Declaration,  or  Purgation,  under  the  Sanction 
of  an  Oath  ;  and  let  any  impartial  Man  judge  whe- 
ther This  is  not  the  moft  ejfeclual  Method  of  flopping 
Bribery,  as  well  as  perfectly  confiftent  with  our  Confu- 
tation. 

But  the  Letter-writer  defires  us  to  confider  that  what- 
ever Ufe  is  to  be  made  of  this  Declaration,  it  muft  be 
by  the  Houfe  of  Commons  only.  ■  There  the  De- 

claration is  to  be  made  ;  and  it  would,  He  fuppofes,  be 
a  Breach  of  Privilege  for  any  Perfon  in  this  Kingdom 
to  take  Cognizance  of  what  paffes  there.  ■  Befides, 

the  Ufe  muft.  be  difcfetionary  and  arbitrary  ;  for  there  is 
'  nothing  in  the  Bill  to  direcl,  much  left  to  limit,  the  Ufe 
to  be  made  of  this  Declaration. 

This  Objection  is  founded  on  a  palpable  Miicon- 
ftruction  of  the  BUI ;  for  though  the  Declaration  is  to 
be  made  in  the  Houje  of  Commons,  yet  all  Offences 
againfc  it  are  to  be  left  to  the  Cognizance  of  the  Laws 
already  in  being,  with  which  the  Houfe  cannot  dif- 
penfe  ;  fo  that  the  Ufe  of  this  Declaration  will  be  nei- 
ther difcretio7iary,  nor  arbitrary,  as  is  here  reprefented  ; 
for  it  is   actually  limited  by    the  Laws  of  the  Land, 

and   referr'd   to    them  by  the  Bill  itfelf.  . ■•  This  is 

particularly  fet  forth  in  the  P  rot  efts  of  the  Lords  againft 
rejeclixg  the  Bill, ..which  are  become  public k  and  de- 
feive  the  Perufal  of  every  Englijhman,  who   defires  to 

be 
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be  fully  acquainted  with  the  Merits' of  the  Caufe  now 
before  us. 

The  learned  Cantabrigian  fuppofes  again,  that  fame 
future  Houfe  of  Commons  may  refer  the  Confederation 
of  all  fuch  Declarations  to  the  Committee  of  Elecli- 
§ns ;  in  which  Cafe  He  observes,  fomewhat  farcaMi- 
cally  I  prefurae,  that  though  They  Jhould  be  judged  of 
there,  and  determined  with  the  fame  Honour  and  Juitice, 
(as  He  makes  do  Doubt  but  they  would)  that  Elections 
are,  yet  neverthelefs  He  fears  the  Confequence  of  e  reel- 
ing fuch  a  Judicature  would  b-e  injurious  to  the  Confti- 
tution. 

Now  fuppofmg  This  to  be  the  Cafe,  that  th'efe  De- 
clarations fhouid  be  decided  with  the  fame  Honour  and 
Juftice,  in  the  Houfe  ofCom??ions,  that  Elections  are,  I 
think  the  Crown  hath  no  Reafon  to  apprehend  any  Di- 
minution of  its   Power  from  fuch  Determinations.' 

But  it  is  neceilary  to  obierve,  in  this  Place,  that  there 
is  one  eternal  Fallacy,  which  runs  through  this  Letter, 
and  indeed  through  all  the  Writings  which  have  ap- 
peared againft  the  Bill  it(df;  I  mean,  thatrit  would  be 
ere&ing  a  new  Power,  unknown  to  our  Conftitution ;  a 
Kind  of  fupr erne  Judicature  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons; 
whereas  it  fufneiently  appears,  from  what  hath  been 
already  faid,  that  this  Objection  is  intirely  without 
Foundation;  and  that  the  Bill,  if  it  fhouid  pa  s,  would 
give  no  new  Power  to  the  Commons.  The  Letter-writer 
Himfelf  acknowledges  that  the  Bill  creates  no  new  In- 
capacity ;  and  it  would  give  the  Commons  no  nezv  Power, 
unlefs  the  effectual  Execution  of  our  p*efent  Laws  can 
be  juftly  cali'd  erecling  a  new  Kind  of  judicature,  in- 
confident  with  our  Confutation,  of  which  thofe  Laws  are 
already  a  Part. 

It  is  farther  faid,  in  the  fame  fallacious  Way  of  Rea- 
ligning, that,  in  all  fuch  Cafes,  the  Honour  and  Dignity 
of  the  Crown  ought  to  be  faved,  and  not  expofed  to  the 
Cenjure  and  Judgment  of  the  People.     /  remember  no 

Lam 


Nc  260.     The  Craftsman.  35 

Law  ( fays  the  Letter-writer )  that  leaves  the  Crown  at 
Liberty  to  give,  and  jets  up  a  Judicature  to  condemn,  or 
approve  the  Gift. 

In  Aniwer  to  This,  it  is  only  necefTary  to  add,  that 
the  Crown  hath  already  given  its  Affent  to  feveral  Laws, 
which  render  the  Enjoyment  of  a  Penfion,  or  a  Place 
held  in  Trijf,  incompatible  with  a  Seat  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  ;  and  this  Bill,  as  I  have  before  obferved,  was 
defigned  only  to  render  tkofe  Laws  effectual,  by  detecV 
ing  the  Abufe  of  them  ;  fo  that  the  Crown  could  be  no 
Sufferer  by  it,  unlefs  We  are  to  admit  fucji  amonftrous 
Propoiition  as  feems  to  be  imply 'd  in  this  PafTage  ;  that 
the  Honour  and  Dignity  of  the  Crown  conftjls  in  a 
Power  to  evade,  or  favour  the  Eva  ft  on,  cf  Laws,  which 
have  been  fafs  d  under  the  royal  Sanction. 

But  it  is  asked,  can  any  Man  pretend  to  fay  that  no 
Houfe  of  Commons  hereafer  will  ever  ground  any  par- 
tial Proceedings  on  this  Bill  ?  —  No.     Who  can  aniwer 
for  This,  in  the  prefent  Cafe ;  or  wh*>  can  anfwer  for 
it*  in  any  other  Cafe  ?  All  Laws  are  liable  to  be  drained 
and  wreited,  by  bad  Men,  from   their  original  Mean- 
ing ;  but  ought  We  therefore   to  rejecT:  an  ufeful  and 
wholefome  Law,    (evidently  iuch,  according   to  the  In- 
tention of  the  Legijlators)  in  order  to  prevent  the  meer 
PofTibility  of  fuch  violent  and  iniquitous  Conftruciions  ? 
At  this  Rate,  We  ought  to  reject   all  new  Laws ;  and 
perhaps  the  fame  Objection  may  hold  equally  iirong 
as  a  Reafon  for  repealing  moft  of  our  old  ones  ;  for  I 
may  defy  the  Letter-writer  to  name  one  Law,  of  any- 
long  (landing,  which  hath  not  been  either  perverted, 
or  is  not  capable  of  being  perverted,  to  bad  Purpofes. 
>         I  might  add,  that  this  Bill  feems   to  be  liable  to 
lefs  Exception,   or  Abufe  of  this  Kind,  than  any  penal 
Law,  which  hath  been  pafs'd  thefe  many  Years. 

Our  Author  feems  terribly  afraid  that  a  Republican 
Spirit  may  poffefs  the  Houfe  of  Commons  again,  as  it 
formerly  did,  and  endeavours  to  alarm  the  Nobility 
with  the  Coniecmences  of  it  i  but  when  it  is  confider'd 

that 
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that  this  Bill  would  net  incapacitate  any  Officers,  civil 
or  military,  (near  two  Hundred  of  whom,  if  not  more, 
are  now  in  the  Houfe)  nor  reftrain  the  Crown  from  cre- 
ating a  farther  Influence,  by  openly  granting  Penfions, 
during  Life,  to  Members  of  Parliament;  the  Letter- 
writer's  Apprehenfions  mu ft  appear  very  frivolous,  and 
the  Houfe  cf  Lords  can  have  no  Reaibn  to  fear  the  Ef- 
fects of  a  Republican  Spirit  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons. 

But  here  the  Letter-writer  Harts  another  Objection, 
and  feems  appreheniive  that  all  the  great  Officers  in 
the  Kingdom  may  be  excluded  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
by  this  BUI',  that  there  is  nothing  in  the  Power  of  the 
Crown  to  give,  or  grant,  but  may  be  taken  in  under 
thefe  general  Words,  any  Gratuity,  or  Re- 
ward whatsoever. That  it  will  include  not 

only  all  Preferments  to  the  Relations  of  any  Member,  but  _ 
even  the  Favour  of  the  Crown  for  the  Pardon  of  Offen- 
ces; for  the  remitting  of  Fines,  or  Forfeitures ;  for  re- 
newing Leafes,  Grants,  Patents,  and  the  like. 

I  can  fee  no  Danger  of  fuch  Interpretations.  The 
only  Defignof  the  5/// is  to  detect,  and  prevent  all  fe- 
cret  Influence  of  the  Crown  over  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
whether  by  Penfions,  Offices,  or  any  other  Gratuities 
and  Rewards,  accepted,  received,  or  held  in  Truft  for 
the  Members  themf elves  ;  though  it  cannot  be  deny  el 
that  even  thole  publick  Places,  Penfions  for  Life,  and  the 
Advancement  of  Relations,  (which  wxmld  be  flill  left 
tenable  with  a  Seat  in  Parliament  by  this  Bill)  muft 
have  a  very  great  Influence  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  \ 
and  therefore  the  Crown  can  have  no  Occafion  for  any 
other. 

But  whatever  Force  there  may  be  in  this  Objection, 
it  does  not  .affect  the  main  Point  in  Debate.  If  thefe 
'Words  fhould  be  thought  too  extenfive,  the  Houfe  of 
Lords  have  a  Power  of  explaining  and  amending  them. 
The  great  Queftion  between,  us  is,  whether  Something 
of  this  Nature  is  not  become  neceffary  for  the  Preserva- 
tion of  the  Freedom  and  Independency    of  the  Houfe  of 

Com- 


N°  260.    The  Craftsman.         37 

Commons ;  and  whether  the  Ballance  of  our  Conftitu- 
tion  can  long  fubiift,  if the  Reprefentatives-  of  the  Peo- 
ple (who  conftitute  one  Part  of  the  Legiflature)  are  left 
at  Libeity  to  fell  their  Voices  with  Impunity,  and  ren- 
der Themielves  dependent  on  the  Crown. 

Here  then  lies  the  Strefs  of  the  Argument,  and  on 
this  Point  We  expecl:  to  be  anfwer'd  ;  for  it  appears 
undeniably  from  the  Letter-writer's  own  Words  and 
Method  of  Reafoning,  that  He  contends  for  an  In- 
fluence over  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  to  be  created  by 
Rewards  and  Gratuities  from  the  Crozvn  ;  That  is,  by 
pecuniary  Motives  -;  and  We  leave  the  World  to  judge 
whether  fuch  a  Dependency  is  confident  with  that  le- 
gal Dependency  of  one  Part  of  the  Legiflature  on  the 
others,  which  is  the  only  Foundation  and  Stability 
of  our  Conititution. 

Postscript. 

The  Reader  will  perceive,  from  what  is  faid  above, 
that  it  would  be  ridiculous  for  us  to  take  any  Notice 
of  what  the  profound  Mr.  Osborne  hath  been  pleafed 
to  advance  in  the  laft  London  Journal,  concerning  the 
Dependency  of  Parliametit.  He  manifeftly  evades  ffre 
Queition,  by  confining  the  Bijhofs  Words  and  the 
Pveafonings  of  the  learned  Cantabrigian  ( which  He 
confounds  together )  to  the  legal,  conjlitutional  Depen- 
dency of  Parliament,  for  which  We  have  conftantly 
pleaded,  and  which  it  was  the  Defign  of  the  .Penfton 
Bill  to  preferve,  by  preventing  all  illegal,  corrupt  De- 
pendency ;  a  Dependency  to  be  created  by  pecuniary  Mo* 
tives.—'Till  Mr.  Osborne  therefore  mail  think  lit  to 
defend  the  Jingle  Point,  on  which  the  whole  Merits  of 
the  Caufe  depend,  He  may  write  on  till  DoomVday, 
if  He  pleafes,  without  Contradiction.  But  He  hath 
like  wife  challenged  us  to  prove  our  Charge,  that 
there  are  Court- writers,  who  have  not  Jcrupled  to  ajfert 
the  Necejfity  of  making  Great  Britain,  in  some 
Sort,  a  Province  to  foreign  Dominions.  Thefe  are  my 
Words ;  though  that  exacl  Reafoner  ( as  He  feems  to 
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fancy  Himfelf )  hath  left  out  the  Words,  in  fome  Sort ; 
and,  perhaps,  He  may  expeft  that  I  fhould  quote 
Si  Court-writer,  who  hath  aflerted  this  Pofition  in 
MreB,  undifguifed  Terms.  If  He  does,  let  Him  triumph 
in  our  Defeat.;  for  I  don't  remember,  indeed,  that 
■even  tbeje  Writers  have  yet  made  Ufe  of  the  Word 
Province,  upon  this  Occafion  ;  but  I  am  able  to  pro- 
duce feveral  PaiTages  out  of  their  Works,  which  im- 
ply this  Do&rine  as  ftrongly  as  if  it  was  exprefled.  I 
fhall  content  my  felf,  at  prefent,  with  one  Quotation 
cut  of  bis  own  inimitable  Productions,  which  I  believe 
will  fully  fatisfy  the  Publick  of  the  Truth  of  what  We 
affirm'd.  It  is  taken  from  the  London  Journal  of 
May  the  15th;  the  fame  infamous  Paper,  in  which 
He  had  the  Boldnefs  to  aflerr,  that  his  late  Majefly 
svould  not  have  defervd  to  wear  the  JBritifh  Crown,  if 
Me  bad  not  employ* d  the  Men,  whom  He  did  employ.— 
At  the  Conclufion  of  that  Paper  He  fpeaksthus. 

"  The  plain  Truth  is  This.  We  are,  at  prefent,  fo 
*e  iituated,  that  whenever  it  is  our  Misfortune  to  be 
*'  at  Variance  with  the  Emperor,  We  muft  have  fome 
**  Troops  in  Germany,  and  Suhfidies  mujl  be  paid.  We  had 
*'  no  other  Way  to  fave  our  felves  from  certain  Ruin, 
*'  than  by  chufmg  the  Eleclor  of  Hanover  King;  but 
*'  it  is  ridiculous  to  fuppofe  that  the  Royal  Family 
*'  will  part  with  that  Electorate,;  efpecially  made  16 
**  advantageous  by  the  Additions  of  Bremen  and  Verb- 
*'  den.  It  hath,  indeed,  been  a  QuefUon,  whether  it 
*'■  would  not  be  better  for  England  that  We  had  no 
*'  foreign  Dominions  ;  but  it  is  no  -Queltion  now,  fince 
•'.  We  have  them,  and  .can't  part  with  the?n,  whether 
*'  We  mould  not,  in  Cafe  of  Hazard,  be  at  fome  Ex~ 
*x  pence  to  defend  them,  if  it.  was  only  for  the  Sake 
*'  -of  that  Family,  in  whofe  good  Fortune  our  own  is 
*e  bound  up.  This  is  but  natural  Gratitude',  and  if 
<f  it  is  an  Evil,  it  is  a  very  fmall  Evil,  which  grows 
**  out  of  the  greateft  pofhble  Good." — He  lays  after- 
wards, that  the  Hanover  Dominions  may  engage  us  to  do 

That 
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That  more  warmly  from  Necessity,  which  Wefhould 
perhaps  do  more  coo  ly  from  Reason. 

I  mall  now  leave  the  World  to  judge  whether  thefe 
Words  do  not  amount,  in  their  natural  Conftruclion, 
to  an  Avowal,  that  We  are  under  a  Neeejffity  of  ma- 
king Great  Britain,  in  some  Sort,  a  Province  to  fo- 
reign Dominions : Let  the  World,    I  fay,  decide 

This ;  for  it  would  be  a  moft  irkfome,  as  as  well  as 
endlefs  Task,  to  follow  fuch  a  Writer  in  the  fame 
dull  Round  of  Sophiftry  and  Prevarication.  D. 
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T  muft  be  acknowledged  that  ferfcnal 
Altercations  have  been  carried  on,  for 
fome  Time  paft,  with  great  Licenti- 
oufhefs ;  and  the  World  cannot  want 
to  be  infbrm'd  who  gave  Occafion  to 
them.  When  Men  in  Power  are  un- 
able to  vindicate  Themfelves,  by  a  faithful  Reprefen- 
tation  of  their  Actions,  or  even  t»  extenuate  the  Guilt 
of  them,  by  a  juft  Recrimination  upon  others,  who 
think  Themfelves  obliged  in  Honour  and  Confcience 
to  oppofe  them  ;  They  naturally  refort  to  ferfonal  A- 
bufe,  and  endeavour  to  draw  off  the  Eyes  of  the  Pub- 
lick  from  an  Enquiry  into  their  own  Condud  to  Mat- 
ters of  a  private  Nature,  which  have  no  Relation  to 
the  great  Point  in  Debate. 

There  never  was  a  ftronger  Inftance  of  the  Truth 
of  this  Obfervation  than  in  the  Cafe  of  Mr.  P.  who 
hath  been  moil  virulently  attacked  in  a  continued  Se- 
ries of  Court  Libels,  for  above  four  Years  paft,  with- 
out the  leaft  Proof  of  Corruption,  Mifmanagement,  or 
any  difhonourable  Practice  in.  thoie  Employments, 
through  which  He  hath  pafs'd.    Thus  unblerriiih'd  in 
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his  publick  Conducl,  indefatigable  Pains  have  been  ta- 
ien  to  blacken  his  private  Char -after \  and  when  Fafis 
are  wanting  to  fupport  the  Attempt,  bad  Dejigns  are 
.  alledg'd  againft  Him  as  a  pofitive  Charge.     Ambition, 
Disappointment  and  Revenge  have  been   represented  as 
the   feeret  Motives  of   his   Oppofition   to   Meafures, 
which  every  diiinterefled  Man  condemns  as  much   as 
Mr.  P.  and  the  whole  Kingdom  feels  to  be  wrong,  in 
the  moil  fenfible  Manner.     For  this  Purpofe,    the  ge- 
neral Notions  of  Patriotifm  have  been   ridicul'd,   and 
no  Endeavours  have  been  fpared  to  bring  publick  Vir- 
tue into  Contempt.     Dottrmes,  of  the  molt,  pernicious 
•Nature,  have  been  advanced  and  defended  for  the  Sake 
of  a  Jingle  Man,  whofe  Conduct  can  be  defended  on 
no  other  Principles  than  Thofe,  which  have  prevail'd 
'in  the  molt  arbitrary  Reigns,   and  have   often  ended 
( as  They  naturally  tend )  in  the   Deftruction  of  the 
Prince,  or  the  People,  and  fometimes  of  both. 

The  Defigns  and  Meafures  of  this  Minijfer  have  been 
fo   fulfy  expoa'd  to  the  World,  that  He  found  Himfelf 
reduced  to  the  laft  Extremity,   and  hid  no  other  Ex- 
pedient lefr,  to  turn  off  the  pur  lick   Attention  from 
them,  than  by  renewing  the  perjonal  Attack  upon  his 
Oppofers.     A  Pamphlet  is  accordingly   publihYd,  ani 
fpread  through  the  Kingdom  by  Authority ;    in   which 
Mr.   P.  is  accufed  of  Avarice,  Ambition,  Corruption, 
and  all  the  bad  Qualities,  that  can  poffibly  enter   into 
•the  Composition  of  a   wicked  Man.     It  is  faid,  that 
the  genuine  Rife  of  his  publick  Spirit  was  from  the  Cor- 
ruption of  his  own  Heart ',   that  injlead  of  having  a 
Spirit,    which  might  have   done  Honour  to  a   Roman 
Citizen,  in  the  bejl  Times  of  the  Common-wealth,  a  Ro- 
man Citizen  would  have  been  ajhamed  of  his  felf-inte- 
refted   Spirit,  even  in  the  worft  of  thofe  Times ;    that 
whilft  He  concurred  with  the  Government,  He  was  as 
iompliant  to  their  Viezvs,  as  if  He  had  fat  in  the  Par- 
liament of  Paris  ;  and  that  fince  He  hath   oppofed  this 
Government,    He  hath  been  as   unreajbnably  loud  and 
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vindictive  againft  their  Meafures,  as  if  He  had  been  a 
Member  of  the  Polifh  Diet. — Bis  mercenary  Nature, 
his  vindictive  Temper*  and  boundlefs  Ambition  are  /aid, 
in  another  Place,  to  be  well  underftoodi  that  all  Men- 
know  how  ready  and  eagerly  difpofed  He  is  to  give  up 
his  Prince,  the  Intereft  of  his  Country,  and  even  the 
Conftitution  it  f elf 

To  fupport  this  infamous  Accufation,  it  is  at 
length  confidently  alTerted  (  as  it  hath  been  often  fug- 
gefted  againft  Him  before )  that  He  inffted  on  being 
made  Secretary  of  State  ',  and  that  his  Patriotifm  pro- 
ceeds from  the  Dilates  of  Refentment  againft  that  no- 
ble Perfon,  who  refufed  to  gratify  Him  in  this  De- 
mand. 'His  private  Character  is,  at  the  fame  Time, 
put  upon  the  Rack  ;  the  Management  of  his  domeftick 
Affairs  is  vilely  traduced ;  and  his  paternal  Eft  ate 
moft  flanderoufly  mifreprefented  as  the  Acquifition  of 
publick  Plunder. 

A  Charge  of  this  heinous  Nature,  as  well  as  the 
Manner  of  propagating  it,  made  it  necefTary  to  detect 
the  Falmood  of  it,  and  produced  an  Anfwer  fuitable 
to  the  Occafion  ;  an  Occafion,  which  fufEciently  jufti- 
fies  the  Warmth  contain'd  in  it,  and  would  have  jufti- 
fy'd  any  ExprelTions,  which  might  have  dropt  from 
the  Author's  Pen,  under  fuch  a  Provocation  ;  but  He 
hath  the  Satisfaction  to  obferve  that  his  Method  of 
Writing  is  generally  approved  by  the  Publick,  as  ne- 
cefTary to  the  Defence  of  the  Gentleman^  in  whole 
Caufe  He  appeared. 

There  are,  indeed,  two  or  three  Points,  "upon  which 
the  minijlerial  Hirelings  have  already  difcharged  fome 
Vollies  of  Scurrility,  and  threaten  more  ;  which  I  am 
fure  will  have  no  more  EfFe<5t  upon  this  Gentleman 
than  the  impotent  Rage  of  a  fcolding  old  Woman.  If 
they  advance  any  more  Falfhoods,  or  miftake  any 
Facts  of  Confequence,  I  prefume  the  Per/on,  who  un- 
dertook his  Defence*  will  purfue  it  and  do  Juftice  to 
Truth.     In  the  mean  Time,  I  beg   Leave  to  make  a 
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few  Obfervations  on  tbofe  Parts,  which  I  find  mark'd 
out  to  the  Court  Scribblers  for  Topicks  of  Declama- 
tion and  Billinfgate. 

The  firft  Thing,  that  occurs  to  me,  is  the  Gentle- 
man's  Behaviour,  when  Application  was  made  to  Par- 
liament for  the  Payment  of  the  Civil  Lift-Debt,  in  his 
late  Majefly's  Reign,  and  afterwards  voting  for  it.  His 
Conducl  in  this  Affair  is  very  clearly  Hated  in  the 
Defence,  and  mull  give  every  reaibnable  Man  full  Satis- 
faction. Mr.  P.  did  not  oppofe,  nor  intend  to  oppofe, 
the  Payment  of  this  Debt  from  the  Beginning  ;  but  only 
defired  that  the  Houfe  might  previoufly  have  fome  Ac- 
count laid  before  Them  of  the  Manner  of  contracting  it, 
in  order  to  prevent  the  Mifchief  of  fuch  Precedents  for 
the  future,  by  obtaining  a  Parliamentary  Cenfure  of 
them.  Whilft  this  Affair  therefore  was  under  the  Exa- 
mination of  a  Committee,  Mr.  P.  might  endeavour  to 
detect  fome  Iniquities,  which  He  apprehended  to  be 
couch'd  under  it.  He  might,  perhaps,  call  for  feveral 
Papers  with  this  View  ;  or  vote  for  an  Addrefs  to  his 
Majefty,  on  this  Head,  when  it  was  moved  by  others. 
But  when  the  Pill  was  once  fbrm'd,  and  the  only 
Queftion  came  to  be,  whether  the  hmeft  Creditors 
Jhould  be  -paid  vr  not,  He  gave  no  Oppofition  to  it 
whatfoever 

I  am  inform^  that  This  is  a  true  State  of  the  Cafe  i 
and  yet  thefe  Writers,  who  are  hired  to  cavil,  abufe 
and  pervert  common  Senfe,  have  begun  to  triumph  ex- 
ceedingly upon  it,  as  a  Proof  of  Unfteadinefs  and  Flexi- 
bility. But  is  there  really  any  Inconfiftency  in  fuch  a 
Procedure ;  or  does  it  not,  on  the  contrary,  fhew  the 
higheft  Regard  for  the  Honour  of  the  Crown,  and  the 
Intereft  of  his  Country  ?  Might  not  any  Man  promote, 
or  concur  in  thefe  preliminary  Enquiries,  how  the  Debt 
was  contracted,  and  yet  vote  at  laft  for  the  Payment  of 
it,  without  any  juft  Imputation  of  Inconfiftency  and  Un- 
fteadinefs? I  will  iHuftrate  This  by  a  parallel  Cafe. 
Let  us  fuppofe,    for  Inftance,    that  the  Minifter,   who 
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contracted  tbis  Debt,  mould  involve  his  Country,  after 
a  long  Courfe  of  fiuitlefs  Negotiation,  in  a  dangerous, 
unnecefiary  and  expenfive  War ;  what  would  be  the 
Duty  of  an  honeft  Member  of  Parliament,  in  that 
Cafe  ?  Might  He  not  endeavour  to  call  the  Minifter  to 
Account  for  his  rafh  Condu&j  and  yet,  very  confi- 
dently with  Himfelf,  vote  the  King  a  Subfidy,  which 
the  publick  Service  rendered  necefTary  to  carry  on  the 
War,  though  it  mould  be  thus  unadvifedly  brought 
upon  Him  ? 

I  am  not  in  the  leaft  furprized  that  the  horrible  Af- 
fectation and  Con/piracy  of  Patriots  (as  it  is  cali'd)  againft 
this  Minifter  mould  furnifh  Matter  for  a  great  deal  of 
pathetick  Exclamation  to  a  Man  in  Juch  Circumftances, 
and  oifuch  a  Conftitution.  He,  who  hath  not  been  able 
to  recover  Himfelf  from  the  Fright,  which  the  Decla- 
ration of  a  Jingle  Man  gave  him  about  three  Years  ago, 
muft  be  under  the  mofl  dreadful  Apprehenfions,  upon 
hearing  that  feveral  Gentlemen  have  united  in  a  Resolu- 
tion to  take  the  firft  Opportunity  of  putting  Him  upon 
bis  Trial,  and  giving  Him  up  to  the  Juftice  of  bis  Coun- 
try.-——-But  why  will  the  poor  Man  be  always  blufter- 
ing  and  throwing  out  his  Defyances  in  fo  filly  a  Man- 
ner, if  He  finds  fomething  deficient  within  Himfelf  to 
Hand  the  Shock  of  a  publick  Examination? 

As  to  the  Cruelty  of  this  Combination,  (which  is  ex- 
aggerated  into  a  Sort  of AJ/afftnation  Plot)  give  meLeave 
to  put  another  Cafe.  We  will  fuppofe  that  a  wicked 
Man,  prompted  by  the  fordid  Ambition  of  amafling 
Wealth,  fhould  find  means,  at  any  Time  hereafter,  to 
engrofs  the  Exercife  of  all  Power  for  feveral  Years  to- 
gether ;  that,  wanting  Abilities  himfelf,  and  being 
jealous  of  the  Abilities  of  other  Men,  He  mould  obfti  • 
nately  blunder  on  in  the  Dark,  and  negotiate  his 
Country  into  a  Labyrinth  of  almoft  inextricable  Dif- 
ficulties j  that,  being  at  laft  driven  into  theutmoft 
Diflrefs,  He  mould  endeavour  to  fupport  Himfelf  by 
openly  corrupting  a  Majority  of  both  Houfes  of  Parlia- 
ment, 
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ment,  and  abufing  the  Confidence  of  his  Royal  Matter- 
—  In  fuch  a  Cafe,  I  fay,  what  is  to  be  done  by  the 
honeft  Part  of  the  Nation,  and  efpecially  by  every  un- 
corrupt  Member  of  Parliament  ?  Should  They  fufier 
Him  to  go  on  without  Controul,  and  compleat  the 
Ruin  of  his  Country  ;  or  ought  They  not  to  enter  into  a 
firm  Refolution  of  calling  Him  to  Account,  and  divert- 
ing Him  of  that  Power,  which  He  hath  fo  fcandalouily 
abus'd ;  efpecially,  when  He  hath  the  Infolence  to  give 
out  in  his  Libels,  Levees,  and  private  Converfation, 
that  He  knows  their  Trice,  and  can  have  any  of  Them, 
when  He  pleafes  ?  Does  not  even  This  make  it  necef- 
fary  to  enter  into  fucb  an  Agreement,  were  it  only  to 
preferve  their  Reputation ;  and  is  it  not  farther  juftify'd 
by  a  Regard  to  the  publick  Good  ?  —  I  delire  to  know 
which  Point  is  of  moll  Confequence ;  the  Security  of 
the  Minifier,  or  the  Safety  of  the  Nation  ?  —  which  is 
an  Inftance  of  the  greater!:  Cruelty ;  the  Punifhment  of 
One,  or  the  Deftruftion  of  the  Other  ? 

The  next  Point,  upon  which  the  minifterial  Advo- 
cates have  endeavoured  to  raife  a  Clamour,  is  that  Part 
of  the  Gentleman' 's  Defence,  which  relates  to  fecret  Hi- 
fi  ory,  and  private  Correfpondence.  They  afreet  to  ex- 
claim very  loudly  againft  this  Method  of  Defence,  as 
difhonourable,  perfidious,  and  contrary  to  all  the  Rules 
of  Friendfhip  ;  but  how  unjuflly  and  impertinently  this 
Accufation  is  brought,  will  immediately  appear. 

In  the  firft.  Place,  it  is  evident  that  the  Converfation 
between  this  Gentleman  and  the  Minifter,  upon  a 
^certain,  ?nemorable  Reconciliation  at  Court,  (which 
feems  to  gall  moil: )  was  not  originally  Matter  of  private 
Correspondence,  nor  intrufted  to  this  Gentleman  under 
the  Familiarity  and  Confidence  of  an  intimate  Friend- 
Jhip,  as  the  Objeclors  alledge ;  for  it  appears  from  the 
Account  itfelf,  that  the  Minifer  lent  for  Him,  and  when 
He  came,  affronted  Him  with  an  infolent  Story  that 
He  had  taken  the  Liberty  to  fell  Him  like  a  Sheep  in 
the  Market,    and  had  actually  fix'd  the  Price  upon  his 

Head  5 


Np  261.    ^Craftsman,         4$ 

Head ;  that  the  Gentleman  expoftulated  very  warmly 
with  Him  upon  it ;  treated  Him  with  the  Difdain, 
which  fuch  Ufage  deferved,  and  parted  in  Refentment. 
■  Can  This  be  call'd  private  Correfpondence,  or  be- 
traying Secrets,  dropt  in  the  Intimacy  of  Friend/hip  ? 

But  fuppofmg  even  This  to  be  the  Cafe,  it  will  be 
asCttle  to  their  Purpofe ;  for  though  We  admit  it  to  be 
difhonourable,  in  general,  to  difclofe  private  Correfpon- 
dence ;  yet  this  Rule,  like  all  others,  hath  fome  Excep- 
tions, and  there  are  particular  Cafes,  in  which  it  is  ib 
far  from  being  difhonourable,  that  it  is  even  necefTary 
and  praife-worthy  to  divulge  the  moft  fecret  Hi/lory ; 
efpecially  when  a  Man  is  attack'd  with  the  fame 
Weapons.  Self  Defence  is  the  fupreme  Law  of  Nature. 
It  is  this  Law,  which  juftifies  even  the  Refiftance  of 
Princes,  and  reduces  a  Tyrant,  in  royal  Robes,  to  a 
Level  with  the  meaneft  of  his  People.  Since  Reputation 
therefore  ought  to  be  as  dear  to  a  Man  as  Life,  Liberty, 
or  Property,  this  Law  will  authorize  the  Defence  of  it 
by  any  Methods  againft  the  Aggressor.— -Let  us 
now  apply  this  Reafoning  to  the  Cafe  of  the  Gentleman 
accused. 

I  have  already  taken  Notice  of  the  virulent  Manner, 
in  which  Mr.  P.  hath  been  calumniated,  both  in  his 
fuhlick  and  private  Character,  without  any  Foundation 
of  Truth,  or  Regard  to  Decency,  for  feveral  Years  to- 
gether. Let  it  therefore  be  confider'd  whether  a  Man 
of  Honour  is  obliged  to  remain  paflive  under  fuch  an 
Attack,  continued  with  fo  much  Infolence  ;  or  whether 
He  hath  not  a  natural  Right  to  vindicate  Himfelf 
againft  his  Accufer.  If  He  hath  fuch  a  Right,  He 
muft  likewife  be  at  Liberty  to  exercife  it  by  thofe 
Methods,  which  his  Defence  renders  necefTary ;  and  if 
the  Charge  againft  Him  is  founded  on  fecret  Tranfac- 
tions,  it  is  certainly  confiftent  with  the  ftri&eft  Rules  of 
Honour  to  juftify  Himfelf,  by  explaining  thofe  Tranf ac- 
tions. The  Queftion  therefore  is  reduced  to  this  Point ; 
whether  Mr.  P.  was  not  Jirfi  attacked  in  this  Manner  t 
If  That  can  be  proved,  and  I  think  it  wants  no  Proof, 

He 
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He  is  fully  juftified  in  what  He  hath  already  done,  or 
may  do  farther  in  his  own  Vindication. — Was  He  not 
accufed  in  one  of  the  minifterial  Pamphlets,  above  two 
Years  ago,  of  having  fent  a  Letter  to  the  late  King,  m 
which  He  was  faid  to  have  made  a  mean  Submiffion  to 
his  Majefly  for  fome  ExprefBons,  which  He  had  made 
ufe  of  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  ;  though  I  am  well 
afTured  that  if  He  had  thought  fit  to  publifli  that  Letter, 
it  would  have  come  out  as  much  to  his  Honour,  as 
fome  other  fecret  Tranjaclions,  which  have  been  lately 
laid  to  his  Charge  f  But  That  is  not  immediately  to 
my  prefent  Purpofe;  for  fuppofmg  this  Letter  had 
really  been  of  fuch  a  Nature  as  They  represent  it,  was 
it  not  divulging  private  Correfpondence,  to  publifh  the 
Contents  of  it  'p  and  who*  could  pofiibly  know  the  Con- 
tents of  it  but  Somebody,  to  whom  his  late  Majefty  might 
have  imparted  it  in  Confidence  ?  I  know  many  Perfons, 
who  thought  that  Mr.  P.  was  at  full  Liberty  to  open 
all  the  fecret  Hi/lory  He  knew,  even  at  that  Time ; 
but  it  feems  He  waited  for  farther  Provocations ;  and 
if  He  had  neglected  Thofe,  which  were  given  Him  in 
the  Remarks,  He  would  have  been  guilty  of  a  very 
great  Bifregard  to  his  own  Character.  It  is  pofitively 
afferted,  in  this  Libel,  that  the  very  Day  of  his  Patriae 
tifm  may  be  afjlgned,  and  that  We  can  date  the  Hour  of 
its  Birth.  This  is  afterwards  explained  to  be  at  the 
Time,  whenifc  infifted  on  being  made  Secretary  of  State, 
and  was  refufed.  Now  let  me  ask,  who  could  pofhbly 
be  fo  very  punctual  in  this  Account,  as  to  afhgn  the 
very  Hour  of  this  great  Revolution  in  the  Gentleman^* 
Politicks,  except  the  Minifter,  to  whom  He  is  charged 
with  infifiing  upon  that  Employment,  and  by  whom  He 
is  faid  to  have  been  refufed?  If  This  were  really  true, 
was  it  not  a  fecret  Tranfaelion ;  and  was  not  the  Publi- 
cation of  it  a  Breach  of  private  Correfpondence  ?  If  it  was 
falie,  how  could  the  Gentleman  clear  Himfelf  from  the 
Charge  fo  effectually,  as  by  giving  the  World  an  Ac- 
count of  thofe  Tranfaftions,  which  had  paffed  between 
Them,  relating  to  publick  Affairs  ?— He  is  accufed,  in 

the 
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the  fame  Libel,  of '  Difaffeclion  to  bis  Majeftf  s  Govern- 
ment, and  want  of  Decency  to  bis  Per/on.  Was  it  not 
therefore  juftifiable,  and  even  incumbent  upon  Him,  to 
purge  Him  (elf  from  the  Guilt  of  this  Charge,  by  giving 
one  remarkable  Inftance  of  his  Zeal  and  Regard  for  his 
Majefty's  Honour,  at  a  very  critical  Conjuncture  ?  Will 
not  fuch  an  Accufatipn,  conftantly  repeated,  j  unify 
Him  in  retorting  the  Charge  upon  the  Author  of  it,  in 
the  ftrongeft  Terms? 

I  mall  not  make  any  Observation  on  the  Veracity  of 
this  Recrimination,  founded  on  the  Probability  and 
Harmony  of  Circumftances,  which  attend  it;  becaufe 
the  Gentleman's  Honour  is  pledg'd  for  it,  and  the  World 
is  left  to  decide  upon  his  Cbaracler.  My  only  Deiign 
is  to  (hew  that  no  Law,  divine  or  human,  reftrains  a 
Man,  under  fuch  Provocations,  from  difclofing  fecret 
Hiftory,  when  it  is  necefTary  to  Self-Defence,  and  the 
Nature  of  the  Charge  will  admit  of  no  other  Evidence. 

It  appears  undeniable,  I  think,  that  Mr.  P.  was  firffc 
attack'd  with  tbefe Weapons',  and  We  may  judge  what 
Advantages  would  have  been  taken  againft  Him,  if  He 
had  not  defended  Himfelf  in  the  fame  Munner,  by  the 
Treatment  of  the  other  Gentleman,  afperfed  in  the  Re- 
marks ;  who  chofe  to  decline  bis  own  Vindication,  in 
Tome  Particulars,  rather  than  accufe  Others,  either 
iving  or  dead,  who  had  no  Concern  in  the  prefent 
Uifpute.  This  was  perfectly  agreeable  to  the  Rules  of 
Honour ;  and  yet  have  no  Advantages  been  taken  of  it  £ 
Hath  not  this  Gentleman  been  already  charged  with 
making  a  partial  and  Jbuffling  Defence  for  the  feme 
Reafon,  that  the  Other  hath  been  charged  with  Breach 
»/ 'Friend/bip  and  Honour? 

But  the  Cafe  is  very  different  between  opening  Fails 
fa  fecret  Nature,  when  they  affeft  Perfons,  not  at  all 
engaged  in  tbefe  Altercations,  and  when  they  can  affect 
2nly  the  Accufer.  If  Mr.  P.  therefore  had  been  fo  tame 
is  to  fit  down  contented  under  fuch  a  Load  ofperfonal 
Zalumny,  what  would  have  been  ihe  Confequence? 

Why, 
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Why,  the  Court-Libellers  would  have  cry'd  out,  with 
much  more  Juftice  than  They  did  in  the  ether  Cafe  5 
did  ever  Honefty,  or  Decency  Jhut  the  Mouth  of  In- 
nocence ?  Did  ever  Honour  bafely  fubmit  to  Infamy  ? 
Shame  and  Guilt  are  only  Jilent  in  the  Day  of  Enquiry. 
Confcious  Honefty  is  open  ;  nor  Decency,  nor  Modeffy 
forbids  the  juji  Defence  of  a  Char  a  tier  under  Accufation 

Hath  not  the  Accufer  Himfelf  given  Mr.  P.  a  full- 

Latitude,  in  this  Palfage,  to  enter  into  fecret  Hiflory  ■; 
and  is  it  not  moll  ridiculoufly  abfurd  to  accufe  Him  of 
Breach  of  Honour,  after  fixh  a  Defyance,  as  well  as  the 
Authority  of  his  own  great  Example  ? 

Some  of  his  little  Advocates  have  already  taken  Pains 
to  make  the  World  believe  that  He  had  no  Concern  in 
the  Libel,  which  gave  Occaiion  to  thefe  Altercations  ; 
and,  perhaps,  He  may  have  the  Modefty  to  deny  it 
Himfelf,  according  to  Cuftom,  when  He  fees  it  ex- 
ploded. But  fuch  mean  Artifices  will  not  pafs  any 
longer  with  Men  of  Senfe.  We  are  able  to  bring  full 
Proof  that  it  was  propagated  by  Authority ;  that  Mul- 
titudes of  them  have  been  given  away  gratis,  and  fent 
into  all  Parts  of  the  Kingdom.  They  have  been  thrown 
into  Coffee-houfes ;  difpers'd  by  the  Officers  of  the  Re- 
venue ;  and  there  is  not,  I  believe,  a  little  Pofl-Houfe 
in  the  Nation  to  which  it  hath  not  been  fent,  for  the 
Inftruc"tion  and  Edification  of  the  Neighbourhood. 

If  This  is  not  a  fufneient  Juftification  of  Mr.  P.  I 
deiire  to  know  in  what  Cafes  Decency  and  Honour 
will  allow  us  to  defend  a  Character  under  Accufation. 


Saturday, 


N°  0.61.    The  Craftsman.  49 


N°  262..    Saturday,  July  io,  1731. 

7^    CALEB   D'ANVERS,    Efq; 


Mr.  D'Anvers, 


Briflol,  June  23,  173 1. 


H  E  N  People,  who  equally  profefs  a 
Regard  for  the  Interefts  of  their  Country, 
are  divided  in  their  Sentiments  about  the 
Management  of  publick  Affairs,  (which 
is  generally  the  Cafe  in  free  Nations ) . 
there  is  not  I  think  a  furer  Teft,  by 
which  one  may  examine  the  Preteniions  of  the  con- 
tending Parties,  than  by  obferving  their  Behaviour, 
when  they  hear  ofanyLoffes  and  Difaflers,  which  have 
hefallen  their  Fellow  Subjects.  If  it  happen  to  be  a 
Kingdom,  which  fubfifts  chiefly  by  Trade,  and  hath 
ever  been  in  PolTemon  of  the  Dominion  of  the  Sea, 
the  Reception,  "which  Infuks  and  Cruelties  committed 
upon  Merchants  and  Sailors,  meet  with  from  the  dif- 
ferent Factions,  will  Hill  prove  a  more  clear  Rule  to 
determine  one's  Judgment  upon  fuch  an  Occafion.  If 
one  Party  receives  fuch  Accounts  with  all  the  Marks  of 
real  and  unaffected  CompafTion  ;  if  They  vigoroully 
exert  themfelves  to  obtain  Redrefs  for  the  injured 
Sufferers,  and  call  aloud  for  Vengeance  againft  their 
Adverfaries  5  while  the  other  hears  of  their  Misfortunes 
with  Coldnefs ;  endeavours  to  ftifle  their  Complaints, 
and  brow-beat  their  Evidences  5  if  They  fhew  no 
Concern  either  for  the  Sufferings  of  private  Men,  or 
the  invaded  Honour  of  their  Nation,  and  perhaps  make 
a  Jeft  of  their  Sufferings  in  private  Conver&tion  ;  it 
-will  be  no  hard  Matter  to  decide  which  of  thefe 
Parties  are  moft  in  earneft,  in  their  ProfelHons  of  Love 
Vol.  VIII.  F  to 
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to  their  Country."  But  if  we  Ihonld  fuppofe  that  the 
Perfons,  ib  flightly  afrected  with  fuch  Loffes,  are  Men 
in  Power,  who  have  the  Means  in  their  Hands,  either 
to  prevent  fuch  Calamities,  or  to  punifh  the  Auihors 
of  them,  and  yet  neglect  to  do  it,  while  they  opprefs 
the  Publick  with  Taxes,  in  order  t©  put  wild,  imprac- 
ticable Schemes,  quite  foreign  to  the  true  Intereit.  of 
their  Country,  in  Execution,  and  to  enrich  themfelves 
;,and  their  Families,  it  is  impoffible  to  find  a  Name  bad 
•enough  for  fuch  complicated  Wickednefs. 

.Far  be  it  from. Me  to  make  any  Application  of  this 
Obfervation  to  the  prefent  Situation  of  Affairs  in  Great 
Britain.  'We  have,  indeed,  frequent  and  melancholy 
.Accounts  of  the  cruel  Treatment,  which  the  mercantile 
and  feafaring  Part  of  our  Countrymen  meet  with  abroad:; 
:and  it  cannot  be  diiTembled  that  we  have  fuch  Monfters 
:at  home,  as  have  not  been  afhamed  publickly,  and  in 
Print,  to  make  themfelves  merry  with  thefe  affecting 
.Misfortunes.  The  reigning  Joke  in  moil  of  the  Pam- 
phlets, and  other  Papers  of 'a certain  Faction,  hath  been 
a  meering  Repetition  of  fuch  Words  as  thefe,  the  De- 
predations of  the  Spaniards-,  the  Lojfes  of  our  Merchants 
in  the. Weft  Indies',  no  Satisfaction  for  the  Sufferings  of 
■cur  Traders,  .&c. 

That,  which  has  undone  Multitudes  of  Families,  is 
a  Subject  of  Mirth  and  Laughter  to  thefe  ft upid,  azukard 
.Buffoons,  and  their  abandon' d  Patrons.  Wretches,  who 
live  and  fatten  upon  the  Profufion  and  Mifapplication  of 
the  publick  Treafure,  are  thus  infenfible  of  the  Calami- 
ties, which  their  bad  Conduct  hath  brought  upon  the 
unfortunate,  indultrious  Men,  whofe  Labour  and  Skill 
imported  that  very  Money,  which  is  fo  idly  and  in- 
gloriotfily  confumed. 

II  am  not  ignorant,    Mr.  TfAnvers,   that  you  have 

been  .much  upbraided  by  your  Adverfaries  for  what 

you.havc  already  written  on  this  Subject ;   and  that  it 

..hath  .been  infinuated   that  you  have  rais'd  too  .much 

^Clamour, on  thisJHtead.   J3ut  I  hope  neither  their  pitiful, 

low 
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low  Raillery,  nor  the  fcandalous  ConftrucKons  They 
hive  put  upon  the  Reprefentations  of  this  Nature,  which 
you  have  formerly  made,  will  difcourage  you  from  re- 
fuming  fo  -neeeflajy  a  Theme.  When  fo  many  pro- 
voking Occafions  -offer  themfelves,  it  is  the  Duty  of 
every  honeft  Man-to  found  the  Alarm".  It  is  mocking 
to  human  Nature  to  hear  of  the  many  Depredations, 
attended  with  all  the  Circumftances  of  Horror,  which 
have  happened  of  late.  It  looks  as  if  we  were  in  fo 
poor  a  Condition,  that  we  are  obliged  to  our  Enemies, 
when  they  are  fo  good  as  only  to  plunder  our  Ships  of 
their  Money  and  Goods.  Barely  to  rob  our  Merchants, 
'is  become  Humanity.  When  CutlaJJes,  Gunskrezvs, 
and  lighted  Matches  are  not  employed,  we  feem  to  owe 
them  Thanks.  What  a  difmal  Train  of  Ideas  does  the 
plain  Story  of  Captain  Jenkins  raife  in  the  Mind  of 
every  thinking  Peribn  ?  The  barbarous  Circumftances, 
which  attend  this  honeft  3Vfah*s  Sufferings,  and  their 
infolent  Defiance  of  his  Majefty,  .when  they  bid  him 
carry  his  Ear,  after  they  had  cut  it  off,  to  King 
George,  muft  fill  the  Breaft  of  every  Briton  with  the 
moft  lively  Refentment. 

What  is  ftill  more  furprizing,  this  hard  Fate  attends 
our  Countrymen  only.  The  French  have  numerous  Set- 
tlements in  the  Weft- Indies.  The  Dutch  have  feveral. 
Yet  all  of  them  go  about  their  Buiinefs  unmolefted.  We 
hear  of  nobody  infulted,  tortur'd  and  murder'd  but  his 
Majefty's  Subje&s.  How  it  comes  to  pals,  that  the 
Britijh  Nation  is  thus  fingled  out,  from  among  all  the 
trading  Nations  of  Europe,  to  be  plunder'd  and  cruelly 
ufed,  is  what  Time,  perhaps,  will  difcover.  But  furely 
fuch  a  fcoundrel,  vile  Race  of  Men,  as  the  Crews  of 
Guar  da  Cofta\  commonly  confift  of,  never  durft  take 
fuch  Liberties  with  a  Nation  confeffedly  their  Superiors 
at  Sea,  if  they  had  not  Affurances  of  Impunity  from 
fome  Quarter  or  other,  or  if  They  did  not  think  our 
Hands  tied  up.  I  believe  I  may  venture  to  afTert,  that 
no  Fluctuation  in  the  Affairs  of  Europe,    no  treaties, 
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Allyantts,  or  Guaranties  could  poffibly  have  prevented 
either  the  Dutch,  or  French,  (had  it  been  their  Cafe) 
from  refenting  and  repelling  fuch  flagrant  Injuries  and 
Incroachments  long  before  this  Time. 

The  Cafe  of  Capt.  Stevens  of  this  City  is  little  infe- 
rior, in  the  cruel  Ufage  of  Himfelf  and  Ship's  Company, 
to  That  of  Captain  Jenkins.  Thor  we  have  been  a.f- 
fured  almoft  a  Twelvemonth  ago  that  the  few  Men  of 
War,  which  are  at  prefent  ffotionTd  in  the  Weft-Indies, 
had  Orders  to  aft  orTenfively  againft  this  execrable  Mob 
tfPyrates,  yet  fo  lately  as  laft  April,  one  of  their  Sloops 
had  taken  no  fewer  than  eight  Englijh  Ships  in  the 
Space  of  twenty  Daysr  and  was  in  Purfuit  of  two 
others. 

If  one  was  to  perufe  the  boafting  Panegyricks  be- 
llowed upon  a  certain  Per/on,  at  the  Conclusion  of  the 
Treaty  of  Seville,  and  the  mighty  Advantages,  that 
were  promifed  to  Commerce  by  the  Admirers  of  that 
Tranfaction  j  if  at  the  fame  Time,  one  was  to  compare 
all  the  fine  Things  then  faid  with  the  frequent  Captures 
of  our  Ships  and '  inhuman  Tortures  of  our  Men  ever 
fince,  it  would  not  heighten  one's  Opinion  of  the 
Veracity  and  Modefty  of  thefe  Writers  and  their  Sup- 
porters. 

May  it  not  be  ask'd,  is  This  all  the  Satisfaction  we 
are  to  have  for  our  pafl  LofTes  and  Suiferings,  while 
our  Commijpiries  are  making  a  Figure,  at  the  publick 
Charge,  in  Seville  ?  How  many  honeft,  induftrious 
Families  are  ruined ;  how  many  ufeful,  laborious  Men 
are  expofed  to  the  moll  barbarous  Cruelties,  in  going 
about  their  lawful  Employments,  purely  becaufe  they 
are  EngUJbmen? 

Five  Years  are  now  almoft  elapfed,  fince  Admiral 
Hofier  acquainted  the  Secretary  of  State,  that  with  the 
Squadron  he  then  commanded  he  could  not  only  de- 
ftroy  all  thofe  Ships,  but  effectually  demolifh  all  thofe 
Nefts  of  Py rates,  the  Harbours  and  Towns  in  the  Spanijh 
IJIands,  from  whence  they  were  fitted  out.    If  that 

brave 
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brave  Commander's  Advice  had  been  then  complied 
with,  what  a  Number  of  Mens  Lives,  what  a  great 
Quantity  of  Riches  might  have  been  faved  to  Great 
Britain ;  not  to  mention  the  national  Difgrace,  which 
is  fix'd  upon  us  in  fo  lafting  a  Manner,  by  a  long  Sub- 
million  to  fuch  grievous  Outrages,  which  would  have 
been  intirely  avoided,  if  our  Men,  inftead  of  being 
fuffered  to  rot  at  Porto  Bella  y  had  been  fo  glorioufly 
employed  ? 

If  it  did  not  look  like  dilating  to  our  Superiors,  I 
could  venture  to  offer  it  as  my  Opinion,  that  it  would 
tend  as  much  to  the  Honour  and  Advantage  of  the  Na- 
tion, at  this  Time,  to  employ  a  Fleet  in  the  Weft-Indies 
for  this  Purpofe,  as  to  deprive  our  Merchant  Ships  of 
their  Hands,  in  order  to  introduce  Don  Carlos  into  Italy* 
Is  the  Eftablifhment  of  any  of  the  Defendants  of  the 
friendly  Houfe  of  Bourbon ;  is  any  one  Thing  on  the 
Continent  of  equal  Importance  to  England  with  her 
Trade  and  Commerce,  with  the  Safety,  Lives  and  Liber- 
ties of  the  moft  valuable  Part  of  her  Subj  efts  ?  Legions  of 
Writers  may  be  hired  to  extol  the  Conduct,  and  to  cry 
up  the  Vigour  and  Prudence  of  an  Adminiftration  ;  but 
when  a.  few,  defpi cable,  ruffian  Mulatto  es  and  renagadoe 
Negroes  are  fuffered  to  arrive  to  that  Pitch  of  Infolence 
as  not  only  to  feize  the  Properties,  but  to  maim  and 
snangle  the  Perfons  of  his  Majefty's  Subjects,  and 
haughtily  order  them  to  carry  their  bloody,  torn  Mem- 
bers to  their  Prince',* I  {ay,  when  fuch  unparalleled 
Affronts  toMajeftyii  felf  are  continued  for  Years,  every 
Body  will  conclude  that  the  Minifter,  who  with  a 
flavifh  Tamenefs  goes  on  to  fuffer  it,  muft  have  nego- 
tiated his  King  and  his  Country  into  very  fine  Circum- 
flances.  I  mall  conclude  with  taking  Notice,  that  it 
does  not  in  the  leaft  alter  the  Cafe  here,  whether  this 
Scene  of  Violence  is  the  Effect  of  fecret  Orders  from 
the  Court  of  Spain',  of  the  Connivance  o£  Spanijb  Go- 
vernors ;  or  of  the  Pyracies  of  private  Men.  To  which 
foever  of  thefe  Caufes  it  may  be  owing,   or  if  to  all  of 

F  3  them, 


54 


The  Craftsman.    Ng  163. 


them,  it  is  ftill  Fact  that  it  hath  been  continued  for  a 
fcandalous  long  Time  ;  that  the  Nation,  which  has 
fuffered,  might  have  fupprefs'd  thofe  Wretches  long  ago, 
if  their  Ships  of  War  had  been  ordered  to  protect  their 
Merchants,  or  if  the  Subjects  had  been  allowed  to  make 
Reprizals  and  do  themfelves  Juftice. 

I  hope  the  Time  is  not  far  off,  when  thisMyftery  of 
Iniquity  will  be  fully  laid  open,  and  when  our  deluded 
and  infulted  Country  will  really  receive  full  Satisfaction. 
for  all  its  Loffes  and  Dijgraces. 


R. 


I  am,  Sir^  yours, 


N°  1163.  Saturday  July,  17,  1731. 


&.CALEB    D'ANVERS,   Efqi 
S  I  R, 

HERE  is  an  Expreflion  in  an  old 
Comedy,  call'd  the  Neft  of  Fools,  that 
I  never  knew  the  Meaning  of  till  very 
lately.  One  of  the  Characters,  I  think 
he  is  call'd  Sir  Hercules  Nonfenfe,  fays 
to  fome  People,  who  are  talking  all  to- 
gether, and  very  loud,  "  GentJemen,  I  perceive  by  the 
**  great  Noife  you  make  that  you  would  Be  private"  That 
is,  He  perceives  that  They  would  conceal  fomething 
they  were  doing,  whilft  they  confounded  Folks  with 
their  Vociferation.  This,  Sir,  is  your  Cafe  with  your 
Antagonifls  at  this  Time.  They  would  conceal  their 
Actions  by  their  Noife.  They  would  take  off  the  At- 
tention of  your  Readers  from  Affairs  of  the  greateft 
Weight  and  Moment,  whilft  they  would  perfuade  them 
to  liften  to  the  Gahble  of  a  Sett  of  minifterial  Scolds. 
Ibefe  Writers  are  not    unlike,    thole    Thieves,   who 

throw 
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throw  Dull  in  our  Faces,  and  whilft  we  are  bufied 
in  clearing  our  Eye-fight,  pick  our  Pockets.  Now, 
■Sir,  though  I  hope  you  are  too  wife  and  too  wary  to 
fuffer  yourfelf  to  be  amufed  with  thefe  little  juggling 
Artifices,  it  is  certainly  very  right  to  guard  ftri&ly 
againft  them,  and  to  let  your  Readers  fee  their  Delign, 
You  will  therefore  purfue  your  Meafures  cooly,  with 
Temper  and  Courage,  as  you  have  hitherto  done.  The 
Manners,  the  Morals,  and  the  Learning  of  Thofe,  who 
oppofe  you,  are  fufficiently  underflood.  They  plead 
for  the  Bread  they  eat ;  and  furely  they  are  as  excufe- 
able  as  their  Betters  for  receiving  zfmall  Penfon,and 
voting  with  their  Mofier.  They  are  intrufted  by  the 
Publick  with  nothing,  and  they  have  nothing  to  lofe. 
What  they  fay  is  as  little  regarded,  as  what  they  do. 
"Whatever  they  affirm,  or  whatever  they  deny,  their 
Veracity  hath  the  fame  Weight  with  Mankind.  The 
Evidence  of  Thofe,  who  are  convifted  of  Untruths  in 
our  Courts  of  Juftice,  is  not  to  be  taken  in  Law ;  and 
Thofe,  who  Hand  convicted  of  Falfhoods  by  their  own 
Writings,  have  publifhed  Records  againft  Themfelves, 
and  are  equally  denied  Credit  by  the  Publick  ;  and 
could  thefe  Perfons  at  any  Time  fpeak  Truth,  we  know 
very  well  neither  Truth  nor  Falfhood  will  do  a  com- 
mon Lyar  good.     He  is  ftuck  faft. 

In  a  Paper  like  yours,  which  is  apparently  intended 
for  the  Service  of  tne  Publick,  the  Queftion  ought  al- 
ways to  turn  on  the  Merit  of  Falls,  not  of  Names.  The 
World  hath  long  fince  decided  on  the  publick  Virtues 
of  two  Gentlemen,  who  have  lately  employed  their 
Attention,  and  they  need  not  to  be  informed  to  whom 
thty  are  to  give  Credit.  The  Character  of  the  One 
wants  no  Addition.  The  Character  of  the  Other  can 
fink  no  lower.  Let  your  illiterate  Opponents  deal  in 
Scurrility  and  Scandal.  Thefe  are  their  ©nly  Wea- 
pons.    Reafon  and  Truth  are  yours. 

Give  me  Leave  therefore  to  fay,  Mr.  IFAnvers,  that 
in  my  Opinion  it  is  not  at  all  unreafonable  even  now 

to 
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to  inform  us  Country  Gentlemen,  how  Things  go.' 
How  does  the  Affair  of  Dunkirk  Hand  at  this  Time  ? 
What  Ships  of  Burthea  will  now  ride  in  that  Harbour  ? 
Are  the  Bafin,  the  Piles,  and  the  Risbank  in  no  bet- 
ter a  Condition  than  they  ought  to  be,  by  the  Treaty 
otUtrecbt?  Have  the  French  difcontinued  to  repair 
them,  fmee  our  kit,  Rep/efentation  ?  Or  have  they, 
fince  the  laft  Representation,  repaired  any  of  thofe 
Works  ?  Have  they  acceded  to  our  late  glorious  Trea- 
ty of  Vienna  ?  Is  their  Cordiality  the  fame  towards 
us  that  it  hath  been  ?    Or  why  is  it  not  ? 

We  would  likewife  very  willingly  know  how  the 
Affair  of 'Gibraltar  ftands.  Are  the  Works,  which  the 
Spaniards  were  carrying  on  before  that  Fortrefs,  and  be- 
fore their  late  Accejfion  for  Approbation,  if  you  pleafe  to 
call  it  fo)  to  the  Treaty  of  Vienna,  rimmed  ?  Will  thefe 
new  Forts  affect  our  Ships  in  the  Road,  or  be  ufeful  to 
the  Spaniards  in  the  next  Siege  ?  Are  they  augmenting 
their  Troops  every  Day  before  that  Place  ?  We  think 
here  that  Gibraltar  can  never  be  wrefted  out  of  our 
Hands  by  Force,  and  hope  it  will  never  be  given  up 
by  Treaty.  Do  the  Spaniards  continue  to  plunder  our 
Merchants-Ships  in  the  Weft-Indies  ?  Do  they  treat 
our  Mariners  with  the  utmoft  Inhumanity  ?  Do  they 
feize  them  on  the  open  Seas,  and  when  they  have  not 
the  leaft  Pretence  of  doing  it,  on  Account  of  thei*  car- 
rying on  any  illicit  Trade  ?  Why  are  Englijbmen  in- 
fulted  ;  Englijbmen  only  ?  Why  are  they  particularly  • 
and  cruelly  diftinguiihed  from  -all  other  Nations  ?  And 
why  is  This  done  at  this  Tl^  when  we  are  oblig- 
ing |$lern  every  way,  at  -a  ve|y  j>eat  Expence,  and  ex- 
ecuting our  Treaties  in  Ithe  "rrToft  punctual  and  exact 
Manner  ?  Why  are  not  Letters  of  Mart  granted  to  our 
injured  Merchants  in  the  Weft-Indies,  that  they  may  be 
enabled  to  do  themfelves  juftice  by .  making  -  Repriials  ? 
What  Reparation  hath  been  made  our  Merchants  for 
their  former  Lolles  ?  What  Satisfaction  have  they  re- 
ceived ?  Have  Comtnijfaries  been  yet  appointed  by  the 

King 
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King  of  Spain  to  meet  and  treat  with  ours,  who  have 
long  waited  there,  about  fettling  that  Account  ?  "What 
Difcount  do  thefe  Claims  of  the  Merchants  bear  upon 
the  Exchange  ?  Have  they  any  Price  ?  How  will  the 
Detention  of  the  Plate  Fleet  affect  our  Bankers  ?  The 
Papers  tell  us  fome  very  great  Houfes  abroad  are  fhut  up 
already  on  that  Account. 

Pray  give  us  your  Opinion,  if  notwithstanding  the 
Declaration  of  his  Catholick  Majefiy,  by  the  Marquis 
de  la  Pax,  that  He  will  not  believe  the  Reports  of 
the  Dutchefs  of  Parm<?s  being  with  Child,  it  fhould 
happen  to  be  proved  by  undeniable  Evidence,  and  ihe 
fhould  be  delivered  of  a  Boy  ;  what  Equivalent  will  be 
given  to  that  Prince  for  his  Dominions  ?  Will  This  be 
accounted  an  Act  of  Juftice  ? 

Inform  us,  if  our  Fleet  ihould  by  contrary  Winds, 
or  any  other  Accidents,  be  prevented  from  introducing 
Don  Carlos  by  the  Time  fpecify'd  in  the  King  of 
Spain's  Ad  of  Approbation,  will  This  vacate  the  whole 
treaty  ?  What  are  we  to  do  then  ?  Are  we  to  begin 
again  ?  Are  we  to  go  on  another  Year  on  the  fame 
Project  ?  And  who  is  to  be  at  the  Expence  ? 

What  meant  the  late  Marches  and  Countermarches 
ef  Troops,  in  a  Time  of  full  Peace,  as  we  were  in 
Hopes  we  might  call  it  now,  when  all  our  Allies 
either  have  acceded,  or  are,  as  they  tell  us,  on  the 
Point  of  acceding  to  the  late  Vienna  Treaty  ?  What  is 
this  odd  Medly  of  Peace  and  War?  This  ftrange 
Mifcellany  of  Conventions  and  Difagreements,  Hoftili- 
ties  and  Allyances  ?  Thefe  Things  confound  us  Coun- 
try Folk  ftrangely.  We  would  willingly  learn  how 
the  Affairs  of  the  World  go  ;  but  we  can  get  no  Man- 
ner of  reafonable  Intelligence.  The  common  News- 
Papers  contradict  them  {elves  and  one  another  continual- 
ly. Now  they  tell  us  thefe  Troops  are  marching  to 
guard  our  Coaft  ;  now  they  are  to  wait  on  Don  Car- 
los ;  but  we  cannot  by  the  Ufe  of  our  Reafon  conceive 
what  either  our  Horfe  or  Foot  have  to  do  in  this  Itali- 
an 
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mt  Expedition  ;  nor  can  we  find  out  where  the  Ene- ; 
my  is,  who  is  to  attack  our  Coafts ;  fo  that,  in  the 
prefent  Situation  of  Affairs,  we*  can  only  flare  at  one  j 
another,  and  wonder.  Some  People  fancy'd  we  were 
alarm'd  at  the  French.  Others  fay  the  French  were 
alarm'd  at  us.  We,  They  fay,  were  apprehenfive  of  an 
Invafion  on  the  Coaft  of  Kent ;  and  They,  fufpe&ed  our 
Fleet  intended  to  vifit  Dunkirk.  However,  God  be 
praifed,  it  is  now  over,  and  fo  are  our  Fears,  and  I 
hope  we  fhall  all  fleep  quietly  again,- without  being 
difturb'd  with  the  martial  Mufick  of  Drums  and  Trum- 
pets. The  mutual  Jealoufies,  that  the'FraT^  and  We 
have  conceived,  pat  me  in  Mind  of  two  Gentlemen,  who 
met  on  the  Road.  Each  fancied  the  other  to  be  a 
Highwayman.  They  Hopped  and  primed  and  paufed. 
Neither  would  attack.  Neither  would  be  plunder'd. — 
When  one  of  them,  warming  his  Courage  with  an 
Oath,  cry'd  out,  by  G—>d, Sir,  Twill  not  be  robtfd. — 
Nor  I  neither  by  G — d,  /aid  the  other  ;  and  fo  both  trot- 
ted on,  without  Hoftilities.  But 'will  you  inform  us  ? 
How  did  this  Alarm  affect  our  Stocks  ?  Did  it  not  fink 
their  Price  ?  Might  not  feveral  People,  whofe  whole 
fmall  Fortunes  are  placed  there,  be  frighted,  and  fell  out, 
when  they  funk  ?  And  might  not  others,- who  are  in 
the  Secret,  take  this  Advantage  and  buy,  when  they 
are  at  the  loweft  ?"  Might  not  fuch  a  Tranfa&ion  in 
the  Alley  be  accounted  a  political  Robbery  ?  If  this  A^ 
larm  is  given  on  a  juft  Foundation,  as  I  do  not  doubt 
it  is,  how  is  our  late  Peace  fecure  ?  What  Truth  is 
there  in  the  many  AiTurances  and  AfTertions,  that  have 
been  fo  often  given  in  Publick,  by  the  Writers  againft 
you,  that  all  Parties  were  fatisfy'd,  all  Interefls  fettled 
and  taken  Care  of  by  the  late  Treaty  ?  If  this  Alarm 
mould  at  laft  prove  only  an  Alarm,  is  not  Property  in 
the  publick  Funds  fomething  precarious  ? 

You  have  a  Right,  as  an  Englijhman  and  a  Freeman, 
to  reafon  on  publick  Affairs.  Nay,  tho'  what  you 
iay  lhould  proceed,  as  your  Enemies  falfly  affirm,  from 

Mo* 
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Motives  of  Ambition,  Envy,  Malice,  or  any  ether  Paf- 
^.on ;  yet  while  you  publifh  nothing,  bat  what  is  foun- 
;d  on  Truth  and  Juftice,  your  Teftimony  will  Hand 
*ood .  Even  thefe  Motives  will  not  invalidate  your  E- 
iridence.  They  can  only  affect  you  in  your  private 
Zhar  after.  You  may  be  ftill  ufeful  to  the  Publick.  All 
Arguments  founded  on  Truth  and  Juftice  will  have 
:heir  proper  Weight ;  nor  could  you,  if  it  were  your 
[ntereft,  impofe  on  the  People,  in  any  material  FacJy 
ov  Circumfiance.  They  like  your  Reafonings.  They 
ipprove  your  Refleftions.  Why  do  they  approve  them? 
They  fee,  and,  God  knows  too  often  feel,  what  you  fay 
:ti  be  true.  You  fpeak  their  Senfe ;  and  they  wifh  your 
Labours  may  fucceed,  as  they  are  honeflly  intended 
or  their  Relief. 

Give  me  leave  then  to  ask  you  a  few  more  Queftions. 
fou  cannot  imagine  how  your  Anfwers  will  comfort 
is  Country  Gentlemen.     Are  you  of  Opinion,  now   this 
>tir  is  over,  that  Orders  will  be  fent  to  disband  our  Hef- 
tan  Mercenaries  ?    Will  there  be  a  Reduction  of  our 
national  Forces  ?     A  Reduction  of  Regiments  intire, 
lot  of  a  few  private  Men  in  each  Troop  and  Com- 
pany ?  May  we  hope  to  fee  our  Trade  fiourifh  ?  Will 
)ur  Manufaclures  revive  ?  Shall  We  have  Time  given 
is,  next  Winter,  to  perfect  fome  Bill,  that  will  pre- 
sent the  Exportation  of  our  unwr ought  Wool,  and  take 
~are  of  our   Plantation  Trade  ?    Shall  We  have  the 
iriappinefs  to  fee  our  Taxes  decreafe,  and  Poor  relieved 
iirom  the  heavy  Burthen  they  labour  under?  Shall  We 
not  be  difappointed  again  in  the  Lofs  of  the  Penfion 
Mill? — Your  Judgment  upon  thefe  and  other   Quefti- 
ons, which  We  think  are  of  Moment  towards  preferv- 
ng  our  Liberty  and  Property,  may  let  us  right,    and 
triable  us  to  think   properly  of  publick  Tranfadtions ; 
or  We  can  depend  upon  You.    We  not  only  have  great 
ponfidence  in  your  Truth,  but  we  remember  too  that 
'ou  have   much  Weight  with  a  very   egregious  Poli- 
tician, You  pointed  out  to  him  where  our  natural  Ally 

was 
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was  to  be  found.  He  defpifed  your  Advice,  and  took  it ; 
but  if  Things  do  not  go  right,  you  may  depend  upon 
it,PIe  will  throw  the  Blame  on  you,  tho*  the  Advice 
might  be  good.  If  he  ihould  bungle  in  the  Manner  of 
purfuing  it  and  mifcarry,  That  furely  ought  not  to  be 
put  to  your  Account  but  to  his.  You  prevented  him 
from  committing  a  certain  Prank  in  Ireland.  He  railed 
at  you ;  but  He  Hopped  fhort,  and  faved  himfelf  the 
Trouble,  at  leaft,  of  getting  the  broad  Seal  placed  to  a 
Pardon  for  that  Project.  This,  Sir,  is  the  very  Politi- 
cian,, quern  nulla  nejciet  Pofteritas ;  That  is,  whom  all 
Pojlerity  will  have  Reajon  to  remember.  This  is  that 
very  Politician,  whom  a  very  ingenious  Perfon  has 
lately  in  Print  compared  to  *  St.  Paul.  He  confeffes 
indeed,  ( I  think  it  is  his  only  Plea )  that  He  has  no 
Manner  of  Acquaintance  with  him.. 

R  Jam,SIR,&c, 
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I O  M  E  late  Occurrences  and  Proceedings 
have  induced  me  once  more  to  reconfi- 
der  my  own  Conducl,  and  compare  it 
with  the  Conducl:  of  my  Jdverfaries. 
Though  I  have  frequently  done  This, 
upon  particular  Occafions,  I  apprehend 
that  it  will  be  of  Service,  at  prefent,  to  Jay  the  Sum  of 
our  Controverfies  in  one  View  before  the  Publick. 
Such  a  curfory  Recapitulation  will  not  only  juftify  my 
Writings,  but  xiaturally  bring  us  back  to  the  great 
Point  in  Debate,  from  which  our  Adverfaries  have  en- 
deavoured to  divert  us  by  perfonal  Abufe,  and  extra- 
ordinary Appeals  to  the  Secular  Arm. 


*  Vide  Qbfervations. 
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The  general  defign  of  this  Paper  hath  been  fufficiently 
explain'd  upon  feveral  Occafions ;  particularly  in  my 
late  Dedication  to  the  People  of  England.  What  We 
propofed  to  ourfelves,  in  this  Undertaking,  may  be 
fumm'd  up  in  a  very  few  JYords.  It  was  firft,  to 
eftablifh  thofe  general  Principles  of  Government,  upon 
which  the  true  Intereft,  Happinefs  and  Glory  of  this 
Nation  are  founded,  and  upon  which  only  they  can 
fubfift ;  fecondly,  to  give  our  Countrymen,  from  Time 
to  Time,  a  genuine  Account  and  Information  of  all 
great  Tranfa&ions  of  State,  which  might  occur  while 
We  continued  to  write. 

This  was  the  Delign,  which  We  profefs'd  at  our 
iirft  fetting  out ;  which  We  have  hitherto  purfued  with 
inflexible  Conftancy  ;  and  which  We  are  flill  determi- 
ned to  purfue,  unlefs  fome  Acl  of  Power  fhould  render 
it  abfolutely  impracticable.  This  is  a  Defign  fo  honefr, 
ibjuft,  fo  legal,  fo  necefTary,  and  therefore  fo  popular, 
that  even  the  Men,  who  are  hired  to  write  againft  us, 
have  not  dared  directly  to  attack  it ;  and  yet  their  At- 
tacks have  really  and  in  Truth  been  levefd  againft  the 
"Defign  itfelf,  and  not,  as  They  pretend,  againft  our 
Manner  of  conducting  it.  They  have  therefore  endea- 
vour'd  to  fix  other  Defigfis  upon  us,  by  falfe  Interpre- 
tations given  to  feveral  Parts  of  our  Writings.  Thele 
Interpretations  have  been  occafionally  refuted  ;  and 
therefore  I  mall  only  obferve  here,  that  fuppofing  our 
Defign  to  be  what  We  profefs,  I  cannot  fee,  upon  Recol- 
lection, how  it  is  poftible  to  carry  it  on  in  any  other 
Manner  than  That,  which  We  have  hitherto  purfued, 
and  upon  which  the  Objections  againft  us  are  founded  ; 
from  whence  it  follows,  by  necefTary  Confequence,  that 
the  Objections  are  made  to  the  Defign  itfelf,  and  not  to 
the  Manner  of  conducting  it. 

I  will  not  pretend  to  fay  that  no  particular  Exprellions 
have  ever  fallen  from  my  Pen,  or  from  the  Pens  of  my 
Correfpondents,  in  the  Hurry  of  writing,  or  the 
Warmthofajuft  Oppofition,  which  may  not  be  wrefted 
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to  bear  fome  malicious  Comments.  If  there  are  any 
fuch  PafTages,  or  Expreffions  in  my  Writings,  I  have 
often  declared  my  Readinefs  to  explain,  or  retract  them, 
and  am  very  forry  they  mould  give  an  Umbrage,  which 
I  did  not  intend.  But  what  I  muft  infill  upon  is,  that 
the  general  Tenor  of  thefe  Writings  hath  been  anfwer- 
able  to  the  profefs'd,  original  Defign  of  them.  This 
general  Tenor  mull  be  preferved,  or  We  muft  abandon 
our  Defign,  and  Thofe,  who  write  againfl  us,  mull  be 
left  to  give  what  Accounts  they  pleafe  of  publick 
Affairs,  and  make  what  Impreffions  they  are  able  on 
the  Minds  of  Men,  without  Contradiction  ?  the  Con? 
feemences  of  which  will  be  immediately  explain'd. 

But  what  is  this  Manner  of  writing,  to  which  fo  ma- 
ny Objections  have  been  made;  or  how  is  it  poffible  to 
avoid  thefe  Objections,  if  We  purfue  ourity^/?  We  know 
very  well,  by  Experience,  how  far  our  Adverfaries  are 
willing  to  allow  the  Liberty  of  Writing,  and  to  what 
Bounds  they  would  reflrain  the  Ufe  of  it ;  That  is,  to 
Panegyricks  and  Encomiums  on  all  minifterial  Schemes* 
To  make  any  Doubt  of  the  Wifdom  of  the  Defign,  or 
the  dextrous  Management  of  thefe  Schemes,  is  fuffici- 
ent,  according  to  thefe  Men,  to  convert  the  moll  de- 
cent and  well-intended  Writings  into  /editions,  and  even 

traiterous  Libels. -If  we  forewarn  our  Countrymen 

againfl  any  Meafures  in  Agitation,  which  We  appre- 
hend to  be  dangerous,  it  is  calYdfumi/hing  Arguments 
to  the  King's  Enemies-  If  We  chufe  to  avoid  this 

Imputation,  by  waiting  for  the  Event  of  them,  and  then 
condemn  the  Meafures,  which  produced  fuch  an  Event, 
We  are  charged  with  defaming  his  Majefiy's  Govern- 
ment  .Let  me  ask  now  what  is   to  be  done  in  this 

Cafe,  or  what  is  the  plain  Meaning  of  thefe  Objections  I 
Why,  that  we  ought  not  to  write  againfl  the  Ma- 
nagement of  fpublick  Affairs  at  all ;  for  if  We  do,  We 
mull  write  .either  before,  or  after  they  are  tranfacteds 
•and  both,  you  fee,  are  reprefented  to  be  criminal. 

An- 
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Another  Objection  to  our  Manner  of  writing  is,  that 
it  is  perfonal,  and  that  We  always  bring  our  Reflexi- 
ons home  to  one  Man.  But  how,  again,  can  This  be 
avoided,  confiftently  with  our  Deftgn,  in  the  prefent 
Cireumftances  of  Affairs  ?  Can  We,  or  ought  We  to 
animadvert  on  Mifmanagements  m  Government  5  and 
yet  decline  taking  any  Notice  of  the  Author  of  them  ? — » 
In  other  Times,  We  might  have  found  Fault  with  one 
Man  for  the  Conduct  of  maritime  Affairs,  and  with 
another  for  the  Management  of  Land  Affairs .  We 
might  have  complain'd  of  one,  for  the  ill  Conduct  of 
foreign  "Negotiations,  and  of  another,  for  the  Mifappli- 
cation  of  the  Revenue  at  home.  '.But  is  This  the  Cafe 
at  prefent  ?  — . — -Is  the  minifterial  Power  of  the  Nation 

divided  ? Is  there  a  mixt  Administration  of  many 

Perfons,  in   different  Departments ;'   or  is  there   more 
than  one  Spring  of  Attion  ?  — Do  not  the  Writers  againft 
us  feem  to  take  a  particular  Pleafure  in  fry  ling  their 
1  Fair  on  the  Prime  Minifter  P  —  Hath  He  not  avowedly 
i  conducted  all  our  Affairs  at  home  ?  —  Hath  He  not  di- 
\  reeled,  and  tranfacted  by  Hi mj elf,  or  his  Brother,  all  our 
\  Affairs  abroad  ?  —  Did  not  this  very  Man  make  Him- 
j  felf  anfwerable  for  the  Succefs  oiMeafures,  which  eveiy 
\  Body  elfe  thought  to  be  wrong  at  the  Time  of  negbtia- 
p  ting  them,  and  which  the  Event  has  fince  proved  to 
be  wrong  I  Why  mould  We  therefore   be  any  longer 
\  accufed  of  perfonal  Pique,  or  private  Refentmentf    Are 
i'  there  not  Reafons  fufftcient,  of  a  publick  Nature,   to 
rljultify  our  Conduct  ?     If  We  have  frequently  reflected 
on  this  Gentleman,.  He  mull  accufe  his  own  Ambition, 
His  own  Jealoufy,  his  own  engrofling  Spirit,  which  have 
I  monopolized  all  Power  in  Himfelf  and  center'd  all  Com- 
plaints in  his  Jingle  Perfon. 

In  like  Manner,  when  We  have  enter'd  upon  the 
j!  Subject  of  Government  in  genera /,We  have  been  charged 
J  vith  a  Defign  of  attacking  his  Majeflfs  Government 
\\n  particular,  and  of  undermining  the  P  rot  eft  ant  Sut* 
\\'eJponi  though  nothing  is  more  evident  than  that  We 
1  G  z  have 
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have  aflerted  the  very  Principles,  upon  which  bis 
Majefly's  Government  is  founded,  and  upon  which  the 
froteftant  Succejfion  mult  be  fupported. 

Great  Pains  have  been  taken  to  interrupt  our  Exa- 
mination of  the  prefent  Times,  by  reviving  the  Trans- 
actions of  a  former  Adminiftration.  Our  Anfwer  to 
This  fhall  be  very  fhort  and  plain.  If  the  Craftsman 
had  appeared,  as  a  Writer,  in  Queen  Anneh  Reign, 
We  are  very  free  to  declare  that  We  fhould  have  writ- 
ten againft  feveral  Meafures  of  her  Administration  ;  but, 
at  the  fame  Time,  We  mould  have  been  more  imparti- 
al than  our  Adverfaries.  We  fhould  not  have  con- 
demn'd  the  Meafures  of  her  Reign  by  wholefale,  and 
when  We  did  condemn,  We  fhould  have  fairly  af- 
fign'd  to  every  Man  in  Power  his  particular  Share  of 
Blame.  We  fhould  have  had  the  utmoft  Contempt  for 
the  Advocates  of  that  Adminijl x  ration,  if  They  had  en- 
deavoured to  run  us  off  from  the  Confideration  of  pre- 
fent  Grievances,  by  perpetual  Declamations  on  the  Mif- 
managements,  real  or  fuppofed,  of  K.  William's,  or 
any  former  Reign.  —  If  I  had  written,  at  that  Time,  I 
ihould,  for  Inflance,  have  blamed  the  Minifters  for  not 
obtaining  a  proper  Diflric~t  of  Ground  round  Gibraltar ; 
but  when  the  Want  of  it  hath  been  fo  fully  demonftra- 
ted  by  fatal  Experience  ;  when  fo  many  fubfequent 
Treaties  have  been  made,  and  fo  many  favourable  Con- 
junctures have  offered  themfelves ;  fhall  We  be  diver- 
ted, by  continued  Complaints  of  that  OmifTion,  from 
complaining  that  nothing  hath  been  done  fince,  to  fup- 
ply  that  Deficiency  ?  Shall  we  not  rather  transfer  all 
our  Complaints  on  Him,  who  hath  not  only  neglec- 
ted to  fupply  that  Defecl,  but  hath  even  brought  our 
Right  to  that  important  Place,  which  his  PredecefTors 
left  indifputable,  into  the  chief  Point  of  Contention  ? 

Let  Us  confider  the  Folly  and  Chicanery  of  this  Rea- 
fbning  in  another  Inflance.  ■ —  I  do  not  remember  that 
any  Objections  have  been  lately  made  to  thofe  Mini- 
fiers9    fox  what  They  did  in   the  Cafe  of  Dunkirk. 

The 
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The  Demolition  of  the  Fort  and  Harbour  was  fully 
itipulated ;  and,  notwithstanding  the  affected Delays  and 
Artifices  of  the  Cou*rt  of  France,  the  Stipulation  was  at 
!aft  fully  executed. — Ought  the  prefent  State  of  Dun- 
kirk therefore  to  be  overlook'd  by  us,  becaufe  We  might 
have  been  induced,  at  that  Time,  to  have  -cenfured  fame 
other  concurrent  Meafures  of  the  Adminiftration  ?  Shall 
our  prefent  Advocates  of  Power  be  fuifef  d  to  draw  o 
Attention,  when  They  declaim  eternally  againft  thoj 
Minifters  for  being  too  much  in  the  Hands  of  Trance* 
whilft  Dunkirk  is  undeniably  reftored  to  the  Condition 
of  being  an  Harbour  again,  and  We  have  too  much  Rea- 
(on  to  apprehend  that  it  will  be  likewife  firtiffd  a- 
lew  ? 

But  thefe  perlbnal  Altercations  and  mutual  Recrimi- 
nations are  of  little  Confequence  to  the  Publick.  What 
:hiefly  flicks  with  me,  and  what  muft  Hick  with  every 
Man,  who  hath  any  Regard  for  his  Country,  what  is 
the  fulleft  juftification  of  my  Writings,  and  theftrongeft 
Condemnation  of  my  Adverfaries,  does  not  proceed  a- 
lone  from  our  different  Opinions,  concerning  particular 
Tranfaclions,  but  from  the  general  Principles,  which 
have  been  maintained  on  one  Side,  and  on  the  other. 
What  monftrous  Proportions  have  the  Writers  againft 
us  been  led  to  afTert,  in  the  Courfe  of  this  Debate"?  — " 
Though  They  have  been  often  touch'd  upon  before,  it 
may  be  of  Ufe  to  collect  them  together,  as  they  lye 
'  fcatterM  up  and  down  in  their  Works,  that  our  Rea- 
ders may  be  the  better  able  to  judge  whether  thefe 
Men  can  be  properly  faid,  in  any  Senfe,  to  be  Triefids tf 
\  Liberty,  or  the  iritijh  Conflitution. 

1 .  *  The  Proceedings  of  the  Star  Chamber  and  the 
cruel  Punifhments  inflicted  upon  Writers,  in  the  moft 
arbitrary  Reigns,  ought  to  be  made  Precedents  in  the 
fame  Cafes,  at  prefent ;  though  my  Lord  Clarendon  ve- 
ry juftly  obferves  that  the  Exorbitances  of  this  Court 
G  3  raifed 

in  ■      ■  —————— ——■——*— « 
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raifed  a  general  Uneatinefs  in  the  Nation,  amongft  all ! 
Degrees  of  People,    and  at  laft  occafion'd  the  Abolition 
of  it  by  Parliament,  in  a  very  extraordinary  Manner. 

2.  The  *  corrupt  Dependency  of  the  Parliament  on  the 
Crown  is  neceffary  to  preferve  the  Ballance  of  our  Con- 

fiitution.  We  fay  the  corrupt  Dependency ;  becaxe  hav- 
ing allow'd  and  even  contended  for  that  Dependency 
which  the  Conftitution  forms,  of  one  Part  of  the  Le- 
gislature on  the  others,  thefe  Men,  who  continue  to 
write  againll  us,  muft  either  write  for  a  corrupt  Depen- 
dency, or  for  nothing. 

3.  The  Independency  off  Country  Gentlemen  {who 
arc  very  decently  filled  Fox-hunters )  ought  to  difqua- 
lify  them  from  being  chofen  Representatives  of  their 
Country ;  for  as  Corruption  is  neceffary  to  fupport  the 
Conftitution,  thofe  Perfons  ought  to  be  kept  out  of  Par- 
liament, whofe  Independency  may  place  them  above 
Corruption. 

4.  The  J  People  of  England  art  no  longer  fit  to  be  tra- 
iled with  Liberty  ;  for  though  Jlanding  Armies  have  gene- 
rally been  the  Deftru&ion  of  free  Governments,  yet  the 
Britijh  Conftitution  being  in  a  declining  Way,  and  e- 
ven  near  its  Diffolution,  a  Jianding  Army  is  neceffary  to 
protract  its  Date  a  little  longer,  in  Oppofition  to  the 
Levity  and  Corruption  of  the  People. 

5.  As  a  Jlanding  Army  in  Britain  is  neceffary  to  pre- 
ferve the  Conftitution  of  Britain  ;  fo  it  is  reafbnable  and 
expedient  to  maintain  a  XX  Jlanding  Army  abroad,  in 
order  to  protect  his  Majefty's  foreign  Dominions  i  and 
becanfe  the  Parliament  are  not  reftrain'd  from  pro- 
viding 

*  The  Cambridge  Letter  publijtfd  in  the  Courant, 
m  Saturday  May  8. 

•f  A  Letter  to  Caleb  D'Anvers,  Efq,  on  his  proper 
Reply,  tsfc.  p.  48. 

J  Some  Obfervations  on  the  prefent  State  of  Affair s > 

ev. 

XX  The  Lor  don  Jotrna!,  May   15. 
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viding  for  thefe  Troops,  what  They  were  once  induced 
to  do,  upon  a  particular  Occafion,  ought  to  be  a  Pre- 
cedent in  all  fucceeding  Times. 

We  could  mention  feveral  more  Pofitions  of  the  fame 
Tendency  ;  but  Thefe  are  fufficient  to  our  Purppfe, 
and  We "  chufe  -to  mark  them  out  particularly  to  the 
Refentment  of  the  Publick,  becaufethey  are  fyilema- 
tical,  and  depend  upon  each  other  in  a  regular  Con- 
catenation. 

Now  let  us  fuppofe,  for  a  Moment,  that  -thefe  Do- 
ctrines mould  be  generally  received  by  the  Nation ; 
whatmuftbe  the  Confequence  ? Would  not  our  Confiituti- 
en  be  at  once  overthrown  ?  Would  not  the  great  Work  of 
the  Revolution  be  at  once  undone  ?  Was  not  the 
Refloration  of  free  Parliaments,  againfl  Clofeting  and 
all  other  indirecl  Influence,  one  of  the  moft  prevailing 
Motives  to  that  glorious  Undertaking  ?  Was  not  the 
Apprehenlion  of  a  military  Government  one  of  the  prin- 
cipal Reafons  for  depoling  King  James ;  and  hath  it 
not  been  infinuated,  that  if  He  had  been  lefs  fparing  of 
his  Money,  (  That  is,  in  other  Words,  if  he  had  pro- 
cured a  corrupt  Dependency  of  the  Parliament  on  the 
Crown )  his  arbitrary  Power  would  have  been<eflablihYd, 
and  confequently  our  Religion  and  Liberties  muft  have 
been  fubverted  ? 

To  compleat  and  fecure  the  Succefs  of  this  noble 
Syftem,  They  have  not  been  afhamed  to  borrow  from 
the  antient  Doclors  of  Slavery,  nay,  even  from  that 
modern  Doclor  of  it,  whom  They  accufed  of  cafting 
black  and  odious  Colours  on  the  Revolution.  What  elfe 
can  be  the  Meaning  of  their  infilling  fo  much,  of  late, 
on  the  long  ^exploded  Doftrine  of  *  hereditary  Right, 
and  waving,  as  it  were,  that  much  more  glorious  and 
liable  Title,  the  Eftablifhment  of  this  Family  on  the 
Throne by  the  Authority  of  the  People  in  Parliament,who 
nominated  Them  particularly  to  fucceed,  as  They  had 

before 

*  The  Daily  C 'our ant,  June  24. 
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before  excluded  Papifts  ?  —  Here  are  pretended  Whigs 
arguing  for  arbitrary  Power,  pajfive  Obedience  and  be* 
redttary  Right ;  Men,  who  call  Themfelves  Writers  fur 
the  Government,  undermining  the  Foundations,  on 
which  it  is  built ;  for  We  fhall  leave  the  World  to 
judge  whether  Liberty  would  not  be  as  effectually  de- 
ftroyM  by  the  Eftablifhment  of  thefe  Doclrifies,  as  it 
would  have  been  by  the  Exercife  of  the  Prerogative 
in  the  larger!  Extent  and  the  higheft  Degree,  that  was 
ever  claimed,  or  pleaded  for,  in  any  former  Reign. 

To  refume  therefore  what  was  faid  above — If  the 
Dispute  turn'donly  on  my  Opinions,  and  the  Opinions 
of  thefe  Writers,  concerning  fome  particular  Tranjac- 
tions,  (though  even  in  thefe  Opinions  I  am  confirmed 
by  the  concurrent  Senfe  of  Mankind)  a  Difpute,  thus 
confined,  however  the  Craftfman  had  written,  or  what- 
ever the  Craftfman  might  have  faid,  would  never  have 
railed  the  publick  Clamour,  fo  unjuflly  complain'd  ofj 
nor  the  private  Uneafmeffes,  fo  imprudendy  neglected. 
That,  which  gives  Life  and  Strength  to  both,  is  the 
abominable  Syftem,  which  I  have  juft  now  epitomized. 
Mankind  behold  with  Horror  the  Propagation  of  fuch 
Principles  of  Government,  as  are  calculated  not  only  to 
fcreen  the  Weaknefs  and  fanftify  the  Guilt  of  any 
prefent  Minifter,  but  tend  neceffarily  to '  deftroy  the 
Freedom  of  our  Government,  and  open  a  Way  to  the. 
Exercife  of  the  moft  lawlefs  and  uncontroulable  Power. 

'Phis  Scheme  tends,  like  all  Schemes  of  the  fame  Na- 
ture, to  reduce  us  to  Beggary,  as  well  as  Slavery  3  for  if 
We  lye  under  a  NeceJJity,  as  the  Writer  of  the  London 
Journal  afferts,  of  paying  Armies  and  Subfidies  abroad, 
for  the  Support  of  foreign  Dominions,  We  may  find  our 
felves,  atone  Time  or  other,  even  in  a  worfe  Condi- 
tion than  That  of  a  Province  y  fmce  though  a  Province 
is  obliged  to  follow  the  Inteiefts  and  Policy  of  the  Mi- 
flrefs-Country,  fhe  is  likewife  in  titled  to  her  Protection ; 
whereas  if  We  are  obliged,  at  all  Times,  to  fupport  fo- 
reign Dominions,   whole  Intersfts  are  not  immediately 

and 
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and  neceffarily  united  with  ours,  and  whofe  Policy 
cannot  be  fuppofed  to  be  directed  by  ours,  We  mould 
really  aft  the  Part  of  a  Province  to  thole  Countries, 
and  it  would  be  ludicrous  to  fuppofe  that  They  could 
give  us  any  Protection  in  Return. 

What  is  the  natural  Conclulion  of  all  This  ? Can 

tbefe  Writers  charge  me  with  unjuft  Imputations  ?  Do 
I  put  any  violent  Conftruftions  on  their  Words  ?  Have 
I  had  Recourfe  to  remote  Innuendoes  ?  No.  Thefe  are 
the  Principles,  which  They  propagate  and  endeavour  to 
eftablifh,  at  the  Expence  of  the  Britijb  Constitution  and 
Intereft.  They  feem  fully  prepared  to  give  up  the  Li- 
berties of  their  Country,  in  order  to  preferve  their  Pa- 
tron from  the  Hazard  of  being,  one  Day,  punifh'd  by 
the  Laws  of  their  Country. 

Thefe  are  the  Men,  and  thefe  are  the  Do  Brines  I 
have  oppofed.  It  is  a  Caufe,  which  I  have  carried  on, 
I  hope,  with  fome  Succefs ;  I  am  fure  with  much  Ap- 
probation. It  is  a  Caufe,  which  I  will  continue  to  pur- 
fire,  at  any  Hazard,  as  long  as  my  poor  Endeavours 
may  be  of  any  Ufe.  It  is  a  Caufe,  in  which,  if  I  was 
to  be  opprefs'd,  and  if  Thofe,  who  are  faid  to  affift  and 
fupport  me,  were  to  fall  the  Victims  of  infolent  Power, 
would  never  want  an  Affertor,  as  long  as  there  remain'd 
in  the  Hearts  of  Britons  the  leaft  Spark  of  publick  Spirit, 
the  leaft  Degree  of  Zeal  for  the  Laws  and  Liberties  of 
their  Country.  I  am  fo  fully  convinced  of  the  Juftice 
of  this  Caufe,  that  if  my  Doctrines  and  the  Doctrines 
of  my  Adverfaries  mould  be  brought  to  the  Tell  of  all 
the  grand  Juries  in  England,  where  Gentlemen  of 
Fortune,  Birth  and  Diflinclion attended,  I  fhould  make 
no  Doubt  whofe  Writings  would  be  prefented  zsfalfe, 
feditious  and  fcandalous  Libels.  If  nothing  of  this  Kind 
hath  been,  or  mould  be  done,  I  am  fure  it  does  not 
proceed  from  any  Want  of  a  due  Senfe  of  that  prefump- 
tuous  and  unprecedented  Licence,  which  hath  been  ajfumed 
ky  fome  State  Incendiaries,  far  a  few  Tears  paft,  of 
writing  againft  the  Conflitution,   under  the  Pretence  of 

writing 
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writing  for  the  Government ;  but  from  a  juit  and  tender 
Regard  for  the  facred  Liberties  of  Britain,  and  particu- 
larly the  Liberty  of  the  Prefs.  They  look  on  the 
Publication  of  thefe  Doclrines  as  the  bad  Effects  of  a 
a  good  Caufe,  and  abhor  the  Thoughts  of  cutting  up 
Liberty  by  the  Roots  ,  becaufe  fhe  fome  times  produces 
fuch  mifchievous  and,  I  may  even  fay,  unnatural 
Excrefcencies. 

Having  thus  given  the  Publick  a  fhort  View  of  the 
general  Principles,  advanced  in  Gppofition  to  us,  We 
fhali  take  another  Opportunity  of  explaining  the  Manner, 
in  which  they  have  been  apply'd  to  the  State  of  Affairs, 
for  fome  Years  pall,  O.  D. 


N°  265.    Saturday,  July  31,  1731/ 


Prefume  the  Publick  is  fully  convinced* 
by  fome  late  Proceedings,  that  the  Treaty 
of  Peace  between  Rupert  Lyn  Efq;  and 
My/elf,  of  which  I  publimM  an  Account 
in  one  of  my  former  Papers,  is  intirely 
broken  off.  It  cannot  be  expected  that 
I  mould  a£l  fo  mean  a  Part  as  to  continue  any  Nego- 
tiations with  a.  Man,  who  hath  renounced  all  Pretences 
to  good  faith,  and  feems  to  enter  into  Engagements 
with  no  other  Defign  than  to  violate  them.  Having 
been  born  in  a  County,  which  is  long  fince  grown  pro- 
verbial for  Litigioufnefs,  and  pafs'd  fome  Part  of  his 
Life  in  one  of  our  Inns  of  Court,  where  He  apply'd 
Himfelf  wholly  to  the  Chicanery  of  hie  Profemon, 
He  hath  made  it  his  Endeavour,  through  the  whole 
Courfe  of  his  Life,  to  impofe  Tricks  upon  the  World 
for  found  Policy,  and  little  Quirks  of  the  Law  for  folid 
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When  He  lately  made  an  Overture  to  Me,  and 
defired  to  enter  into  a  Negotiation,  for  accommodating 
the  Differences,  which  have  fo  long  fublifted  between 
the  Societies  of  Grafs-Inn  and  Lincoln' s-Inn,  I  propofed 
to  put  the  Difpute  upon  the  faireft  lime,  and  to  fave 
the  Expence  of  any  more  Lawfuits,  by  referring  the 
Decifion  of  it  to  the  Pre/s.  Mr.  Lyn  very  readily 
embraced  this  Propofal,  in  order  to  ferve  a  prefentTurn, 
and  even  engaged  to  guaranty  the  Liberty  of  the  Prefs, 
that  neither  Party  might  take  any  diiingenuous  Advan- 
tage of  the  other,  by  applying  to  Force,  when  Argu- 
ment mould  be  wanting-  A  Treaty  was  accordingly- 
drawn  up  to  jhis  Purpofe,  and  fign'd  ztCovent-Garden, 
by  their  Excellencies  MefT.  James  Roberts  and  John 
Peek,  on  the  Part  of  Mr.  Lyn,  and  by  Mr.  Richard 
Francklin,  on  my  Part.  The  Caufe  was  thus  once 
more  removed  out  of  Wejitninfter-Hall  to  the  Bar  of 
the  Nation,  and  all  the  good  People  of  England  were 
impanel'd  upon  the  Jury. 

I  need  not  inform  the  World  that  this  Treaty  was  of 
very  fhort  Duration,  and  that  Mr.  Lyn  immediately 
began  to  prevaricate  Himfelf  out  of  his  Engagements, 
as  foon  as  the  little  Purpofe,  for  which  He  took  them, 
was  ferved.  At  iirft,  indeed,  He  put  on  an  Appear- 
ance of  being  in  Earneft,  by  foftening  his  Language 
towards  Me,  and  taking  a  Multitude  of  auxiliary  Ad- 
vocates into  his  Pay  ;  but  rinding,  upon  the  very  firfl 
Trial,  that  the  Merits  of  the  Caufe  would  not  bear  any 
Examination  on  his  Side,  He  endeavour'd  to  pervert 
the  Meaning  of  the  Treaty^  and  to  evade  the  main  Point 
in  Difpute,  by  a  fudden  Tranfition  to  the  Characlers 
of  Thofe,  who  were  fuppofed  to  be  fecretly  concerned 
in  it.  In  Hopes  that  this  Artifice  might  fucceed,  a 
Pamphlet  was  publiuYd  and  fpread  through  the  King- 
dom, by  Mr.  Lyrts  Authority,  full  of  nothing  but 
perfonal  Adulation  to  Himfelf  and  perfonal  Slander 
upon  his  Antagonifts,  who  were  defy'd,  with  the  ut- 
moft  Infolen.ce,  to  defend  Therafelves, 

This 
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This  Stratagem  likewife  mifcarried,  and  ferved  only 
to  difcover  Mr.  Zjw's  Want  of  Judgment,  in  working 
up  a  Controverfy,  which  He  mud:  know,  if  He  had 
given  Himfelf  Time  to  reflect  but  a  Moment,  would 
certainly  end  in  his  Confulion.  The  Defiance  was 
accepted,  and  Anfwers  were  publinYd  in  a  quite  dif- 
ferent Spirit  from  That  of  the  Libel,  which  occafion'd 
them.  The  Falihoods  contained  in  it  were  detected  j 
the  Mifreprefentations  were  cleared  up  j  the  fecret 
Hiftory,  fo  injudiciously  open'd,  was  explained ; 
and  fuch  a  Recrimination  of  flrong  undeniable  Facts 
was  fix'd  upon  Mr.  Lyn,  as  will  deliver  down  his 
Name  with  Infamy  to  all  fucceding  Generations. 

In  this  Diflrefs,  He  difown'd  his  Libel,  and  order'd 
one  of  his  Hirelings  to  take  it  upon  Himfelf,  under  a  fo- 
lemn  AfTeveration,  in  the  Face  of  the  World,  that  He 
wrote  it  without  the  Inftruclion,  DireSiion,  Privity,  or 
Confent  of  Mr.  Lyn,  or  any  Per/on  concerned  with  Him; 
though  it  is  notorioufly  in  the  Power  of  moil  Coffeemen 
"in  Town,  and  of  every  little  Poft-mafter  and  Excifeman 
in  the  Country  to  explain  the  Manner,  in  which  it 
hath  been  propagated ;  and  the  World  mull  determine 
how  far  it  deferves  Belief  that  a  Pamphlet,  which  hath 
been  fent  gratis  and  difperfed  by  Thoufands  in  all  Parts 
of  the  Kingdom,  was  written  without  the  DireSlion,  or 
Confent  ^Him,  by  whofe  Authority  it  was  propagated 
in  this  Manner, 

However,  being  plung'd  thus  deep  in  perfonal  Alter- 
nations,  He  found  it  necelTary  to  go  on,  and  order'd 
the  Libel,  which  He  had  difown'd,  to  be  ilrenuoufly 
defended.  The  whole  Province  ofGrubfreet  was  taken 
into  double  Pay,  upon  this  important  Occafion,  and 
no  Encouragement  was  wanting  to  infpire  them  with 
Ardour  fuitable  to  it.  Each  illuflrious  Member  had 
his  refpective  Poll  alTign'd  Him.  Some  had  Inftruc- 
tions  to  enlarge  on  the  glorious  Topicks  of  Mr.  Lyn's 
great  Lenity,  Generojity,  Moderation  and  Regard  to 
Decency,     Others   were  commanded    to    annoy  the 
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Enemy  with  Stink-pots,  and  filence  them  with  a  con- 
itant  Repetition  of  Billinfgate  Appellations;  fuch  as 
Rogue,,  Rafcal,  Villain,  Incendiary,  Confpirator,  and 
Iraytor. 

This  Method  of  Reafoning  produced,  in  fome  Mea- 
fure,  the  Effect  propofed ;  for  it  would  be  impoffible, 
if  it  were  really  needful,  to  anfwer  fuch  continued 
Vollies  of  Scurrility,  unlefs  We  had  a  fianding  Army 
cf  Writers,  and  a  T  y  to  pay  them,  as  well  as 
Mr.  Lyn. 

I  have  often  thought  that  the  Publick  ought  to  fee-, 
an  Account -of  the  annual  Expence,  which  the  Vindi- 
cation of  his  perfonal  Character  occafions ;  and  I  lately 
gave  my  Bookfeller  Orders  to  draw  up  an  Eftimate  of 
this  Kind,  under  the  following  Heads,  viz. 

I.      j*      di 

To  5,000  of  the  Obfervaiions  on  the~) 
Writings  of  the  Craftfman ;  \ 

Item,  to  the  fame  Number  of  the> 
Sequel  to  the  Obfervations ;  ^ 

Item,  to  3000  of  a  Pamphlet,  in-") 
titled,  A  Defence  of  the  Meajures  of  the  Q? 
Adminiftration ;  3 

Item,  to  the  fame  Number  of  ano-~^ 
ther,  call'd  Snme  Obfervations  on  the  C 
prefent  State  of  Affairs ;  y 

Item,  107,500  of  a  Pamphlet,  in-"^ 
.  titled,  Sedition  aud  T>efa??iation  dif-  C 
plafd,  Sec.  3. 

Item,  to  10,000  of  the  Remarks  ^ 
w  the  Craftfman'i  Vindication  of  his C~ 
two  honourable  Patrons ;  3* 

item,  to  1400  London  Journals  fent> 
eveiy  Week  by  the  Poft  Office  j  C 

Item,  to  the  fame  Number  of  Free-  ~? 
"Britons ; 

Item.,  to  the  fame  Number  of  Qou- 
rants,  every  Day  in  the  Week ; 

Vol.  VIII.  H  Item 
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Jtatfs!,  to  the  whole  Charge  of  print- 
ing and  publishing  the  Brii HJh 'Journal, 
Read' j-  Journal,  the  Weekly  Regijler, 
the  Flying  Pofi,  and  the  Hyp  Doclor. 

Item,  to  the  Charge  of  printing  a- 
bout  one  hundred  and  fifty  Replies 
to  the  final  Anfwer,  and  the  Defence 
v/Mr.?. 

When  I  had  got  an  Account  of  thefe  Particulars,  I 
defign'd  to  have  added  to  it  an  Eflimate  of  the  yearly- 
Value  of  Places,  Penfions,  and  other  oecafional  Gratui- 
ties bellowed  upon  the  ingenious  Authors  of  thefe. 
Writings ;  but  as  my  Bookfeller  hath  been  particularly 
engaged,  for  fome  Time  paft,  about  other  Bufinefs,  my 
Readers  will  have  the  Goodnefs  to  excufe  Him  at 
prefent.  I  may  however  venture  to  aflure  them  that 
this  Head  of  Expence  only  does  not  amount  to  lefs,  even 
at  a  moderate  Computation,  than  twenty  thoufand 
"Pounds  per  Annum,  without  including  any  Thing  for 
Profecutions,  Evidence,  and  fome  other  Articles  of  fecret 
'Service,  which  mall  be  namelefs. — But  to  return  ; 

Notwithflanding  the  Multitude  of  Advocates,  whom 
Mr.  Lyn  retained  in  his  Caufe  and  employed  to  throw 
Dirt  at  his  Adverfaries,  They  were  fo  far  from  doing 
Him  any  Service,  that  He  found  Himfelf  grown  more 
and  more  odious  every  Day.  The  Publick,  who  felt 
his  Oppreffions  and  refented  his  Infolence,  would  not 
fuiFer  Themfelves  to  be  diverted  from  their  Attention 
to  his  male  Practices  by  perfonal  Altercations,  or  an 
unprofitable  Retrofpecl  to  former  Times.  They  kept 
their  Eyes  fleadily  fix'd  on  prefent  Tranfaclions,  and 
thought  it  no  Apology  for  his  bad  Conduct,  if  a  thou- 
sand In  fiances  could  be  produced  of  other  Perfons,  who 
have  been  guilty  of  the  fame  bad  Conduct  before.  They 
regarded  Things,  not  Perfons. 

Tranfported 


Nc  265.    The  Craftsman.         y$ 

Tranfported  with  Rage,  and  abandoned  to  Defpair, 
under  all  thefe  Defeats,  Mr.  Lyn  recurr'd  once  more 
to  his  uiual  Weapons,  to  tkzfecular  Arm  and  to  Violence, 
under  the  Colour  of Law,  in  direct  Violation  of  the 
Treaty  between  us,  by  which  He  had  itipulated  to 
guaranty  the  Liberty  of  writing.  He  lent  his  Officers, 
like  Spanijh  Guarda  Co/fa's,  with  Orders  to  moled  our 
Agents  in  the  lawful  Exercife  of  their  Trade  ;  to  feizc 
their  Effects ;  to  make  their  Perfons  Prifbners ;  and 
endeavour  to  extort  Difcoveries  from  them,  by  putting 
them  in  Mind  of  poor  Captain  Jenkins,  and  threaten- 
ing them  with  the  Lofs  of  their  Ears.  He  likewife 
took  feveral  other  extraordinary  Steps,  in  the  Madnefs 
t&Dif appointment  and  Revenge,  which  have  funk  his 
Character  into  the  utmoft  Contempt,,  and  can  tend  only 
to  precipitate  his  Ruin.  Thefe  violent  Proceedings  and 
Acls  of  Power,  in  the  Mid  ft  of  fuch  licentious  Scur- 
rility on  bis  Side,  have  fully  opened  the  Eyes  of  the 
People  and  di  (covered  the  Meannefs  of  his  Spirit.  He 
now  Hands  in  the  fame  Light  to  the  World  with  a 
'common-  Bully,  who  challenges,  defies  and  provokes 
another  with  bad  Language,  on  Purpofe  to  fwear  the 
Peace  againft  Him,  if  He  itrikes,  and  feek  his  Revenge 
in  xhzCrozwi-Offict. 

But  all  his  Attempts  againft  the  Liberty  of  the  Prefs, 
have  hitherto  proved'  ineffectual  and  will*,  I  doubt  not, 
continue  to  prove  ineffectual  as  long  as  the  Bench  is 
adorned  with  Judges  of  the  fame  great  Ability  and  In- 
tegrity ;  as  long  as  the  Rights  of  an  Englifb  Jury  arc 
preferved  ;  and  as  long  as  the  Laws  are  allow'd  to  take 
their  free  Courfe.  He  finds  to  his  Sorrow,  that  the 
Law  is  againft  Him,  as  well  as  Reafon,  notwithftand- 
ing  all  his  notable  Endeavours  to  pervert  both.  He 
knows  the  Senfe  of  the  People  by  the  Voice  of  the  People, 
and  hath  the  Mortification  to  obferve  that  the  Rabble  of 
Advocates,  whom  He  hath  employ'd,  have  not  been 
able  to  produce  the  leaft  Alteration  in  his  Favour.  He 
fees,    on   the  contrary,  that  the  Clamour  againft  Him 

H  2  increafes 
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increafes  by  every  Step,  which  He  takes  to  mpprefs  it, 
and  that  nothing  will  fcreen  Him  from  public k  Refcnt- 
?nent  but  publick  Retribution. 

What  a  melancholy  Scene  mull  This  be  to  a  Mat* 
©f  fuch  a  Spirit,  and  in  fuch  Circumjlances  ?  —  It  mult 
certainly  give  Him  the  utmoft  Unealinefs  in  his  fedate, 
considering  Hours,  if  He  hath  any  fuch,  and  put 
Him  out  of  Humour  with  his  own  Greatnefs  He 

mull  be  convinced  of  the  Vanity  of  human  Power  and 
Wealth,  which  are  not  able  to  guard  Him  againft  po- 
pular Odium,  even  in  the  Zenith  of  his  Profperity. — 
What  will  be  his  Condition  in  the  Day  of  Trial  and 
Adverfity,  I  fhall  leave  to  the  Determination  of  his  own 
Breaft. 

But  whatever  Senfations  thefe  ReHe&ions  may  raife 
in  his  Mind,  or  however  Fate  may  diipofe  of  Him,  I 
hope  the  World  will  excuie  me  from  entering  into  any 
farther  Negotiations  with  a  Man,  who  hath  had  Re- 
courfe  to  fuch  wretched  Artifices,  and  difcovered  a 
manifeft  Intehtion  to  facrifice  the  Liberties  of  his 
Country  to  his  own  per/on  a  I  Security.  D. 
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To    CALEB    D'ANVERS,    M/j; 

Mr.  D'Anvers,  Oxford,  July  29,  1731. 

[H  E  new  Edition  of  your  Works,  in 
compleat  Volumes,  is  come  down  a- 
mongft  us,  and  hath  fufpended,  in  fome 
Meafure,  our  other  academical  Studies. 
Though  We  have  given  but  little  At- 
tention here  to  the  perfonal  Part  of  the 
Difpute  between  Tou  and  your  Adverfartes,  but  have 
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apply'd  ourfelves   chiefly  to  the  Merits  of  the  Caufe  ; 
yet  We  could  not  forbear  making  fome  Reflections  on 
the  extraordinary  Refentment,  which  hath  lately  dif-. 
cover'd  itfelf  againft  you,  as  well  as  the  extraordinary 
Methods,  which  have  been  taken   to  vent  it.     We  are 
fenfible  that  the  very  Defign  of  your  Paper  mull  give 
Umbrage  to  Tbofe,  who  are  engaged   irr  bad  Meafures, 
and  whofe  onlv  Security  depends  on   the  Efrablifhment 
of  fuch  Principles  as  you  have  endeavoured  to  explode. 
The  Effects  of  this  Umbrage  have  broke  out  at  feveral 
Times  in  the  ufual  Manner,  and  given  you  no  fmall 
Diiturbance  in  the  Profecution  of  your  Undertaking  ; 
but  there  mull  be  fome  particular  Reafon  for  that  un- 
common Violence  and  Impetuolity   of  Rage,    which 
have  been  lately  obferved  in  the   Writings  and  Pro- 
j  ceedingsof  yowv  Adverfaries.     Various  have  been  the 
I  Conjectures  upon  this  Occaflon,    according  to  every 
Man's  particular  Judgment  in  thefe  Affairs.     Some  Per- 
fons  impute  it  to  thofe  frequent  and  memorable  Defeats, 
which  your  Adversaries  have  met  with  in  their  At- 
tempts to  crufli  you.     Others  are  inclined   to  look  for- 
ward and  afcribe  the  late  Proceedings  of  -your  Adverfa- 
ries  againfl  you  to  a  Dread  of  your  future  Writings, 
and  a  Confcioufnefs  that  their  Meafures  will  foon  give 
you  an  Opportunity  of  galling  them   ftill  farther  in  a 
very  tender  Part.     I  confels,    it  feems  far  from  being 
.  improbable  that  thefe  Motives  might  have  fome  Influ- 
ence on  the  Paffions  of  Men,  who  know  their  Actions 
will  not  bear  any  Examination  ;  but  there  is  another 
Reafon  to  be  affign'd,  though  hitherto  unmentionM,  for 
their   late  unmanly  Outrage  ;    I  mean    the  Publica- 
tion of  your  Papers  in  Volumes.     Your  weekly  DifTerta- 
tions,  in  Favour  of  Liberty  and  the  Britijh  Conftitution, 
have  given  great  Unealinefs,  no  Doubt,  to  Tbofe,  whofe 
^mercenary  Views  and  ill-conducted  Schemes  have  ren- 
der'd  Them  Enemies  to  both;    but    fuch  periodical 
Writings  produce  only  a  momentary  Effect,  and   are 
||foon  forgotten,  however  fteadily  pnrfued.     Few  Perfons 
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are  curious  enough   to  preferve   Collections  of  them 
They  are  read,  perhaps,  with  Admiration   for  a  Daj 
or  two,  and  then  are  generally  thrown  by,  like  othei 
Entertainments  of  the  fame  Nature ;  but  when  the) 
are  collected  together  in  Volumes,  and  form  a  regulai 
Critique  upon  Affairs  of  Government,  in  a  Courfe  0: 
Papers,  continued  for  feveral  fuccemve  Years,  upon  th< 
fame  Principles  of  Reafbning,  and  all  tending   to  the 
fame  End,  they  become  permanent  and  will  defeend 
toPoflerity.     They  get  into  the  Libraries  of  the  Lear- 
ned, both  at  home  and  abroad  ;  by  which  Means,  they 
are  above  the  Reach  of  the  moll  abfolute  Power,  and 
210  human  Law  can  be  made  itrong  enough  to  fupprefs 
them.     If  the  Liberty  of  the  Pre/s  mould  be  deitroy'd 
to  Morrow ;  or  if  you  fhould   die,  or   be  obliged   by 
; Violence   to  difcontinue   your  Writings ;  thofe  Paper  1 
would  furvive,  as  long  as  the  Englijh  Language,    and 
convey  the  Character  of  the  Times,  in  which  they  were 
written,   to  the  later*  Generations.     They  will  furnifii 
ample  Materials  to  the  Hiitory  of  the  prefent  Jge,  and 
prove  an  excellent  Warning   to  future  Minijlers.     In- 
deed, I  cannot  help  looking  upon  the   Collection  of 
Cato's  Letters,  and  the  Writings  of  the  Qraftfman,  as « 
compleat  Hiftory  of  the  Tranfaclions  of  eleven  Years 
-fa ft.     I  believe,  I  may  venture  to  affirm  that  no  Point 
of  any  Confequence,  with  Relation  either  to  foreign  or 
domeftick  Affairs,  is   left  unexamined    in    them  ;    and 
.however  a  certain  Gentleman   may  flatter  Himfelf,  or 
impofe  upon  others,  in  the  Plenitude  of  Powern  and  the 
.Affluence  of  Wealth,  the  next  Generation  will  view 
jhis  Pidure  with  Abhorrence,  and  make  ufe  of  his  Name 
wzfmft.  future  bad  Men  in  Power,  in  the  fame  Manner 
that  We  compare  Him,  at  prefent,  to  Sejanus,  Wo/fey 
and  Buckingham. 

For  this  Reafon,  I  am  fully  perfuaded  that  the  late 
violent  Storm  of  Billing/gate  and  Power,  which  your 
Adverfaries  have  raifed  againft  you,  was  occafion'd 
chiefly  by  the  Edition  of  your  Works  in  ■  Volumes, 

which 
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which  They  efteem,  and  indeed  not  very  unjuftly,  to 
be  a  perpetual  Monument  of  Infamy  erected  to  the  Me- 
mory of  their  Patron.  The  worft  Man  in  the  World 
cannot  (hake  off  all  Regard  for  a  good  Name,  however 
he  ma}  be  induced  to  facriflce  it,  upon  particular  Occa- 
fions,  to  the  prevailing  Importunities  of  Intereft  and 
Ambition.  He  flatters  Himfelf  with  Hopes  that  He 
fhall  be  able  to  gratify  thofe  Appetites,  without  intirely 
forfeiting  his  Reputation  ;  or  that  Time  will  obliterate 
the  Memory  of  his  ill  Deeds,  when  his  Family  is  efta- 
blifh'd.  What  therefore  can  pofhbly  be  a  greater  Mor- 
tification to  fuch  a  Man  than  to  fee  Himfelf  narrowly 
watch'd,  and  all  his  Actions  flript  of  thole  falfe  Colours, 
with  which  He  endeavours  to  conceal  his  Defigns  ? 
What  can  give  Him  more  Uneafinefs  than  to  behold 
all  his  Blunders  and  Iniquities  recorded  in  the  moil  du- 
rable Characters ;  or  to  reflect  that  He  will  be  deliver'd 
down  to  Pofterity  as  a  Man,  who  aggrandized  Himfelf 
by  the  Calamities  of  his  "Country,  and  endeavour'd  to 
juftify  his  own  Conduct  by  impugning  the  fundamen- 
tal Principles  of  the  Britijb  Conititution  ? 

This  is  the  Character,  which  he  bears  in  your  Writ- 
ings, and  in  which  He  will  be  tranfmitted  to  future 
Ages,  when  diverted  of  the  prefent  Support  of  Power, 
the  Glare  of  Wealth,  and  the  Pageantry  of  falfe  Praife. 
The  wretched  Apologies  for  his  Conducl:  will  link  in 
Oblivion,  or  be  remember'd  only  with  Deteftation, 
whilft.  the  .honeft  Zeal  of  Th6fe,  who  boldly  afferted 
the  Caufe  of  Liberty,  in  Oppolition  to  his  Meafures, 
will  excite  the  Admiration  and  Applaufes  of  Pofterity. 

There  is  no  Part  of  your  Works,  which  hath  given 
a  more  general  Satisfaction,  or  fets  the  Conduct  of  your 
Adversaries  and  the  true  Inter  ell  of  our  Country  in  a 
ftronger  Point  of  Oppofition,  than  Mr.  Qldcaftleh  Re- 
marks on  the  Englijb  Hijiory.  I  was  fo  particularly 
pleafed  with  thole  mafterly  Pieces,  which  far  exceed 
any  Thing  on  the  fame  Subject,  that  I  have  taken  the 
liberty  to  addrcfs  a  few  Verfes  to  the  Author  of  ihem, 

and 
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and  if  you  ihould  think  them  worthy  of  a  Place  in  your 
Paper,  you  will  do  a  very  great  Honour^  to 

SIR, 

Tour  conflant  Reader, 

And  humble  Servant, 

4*.  Academic^  » 

To  Mr.  Old  castle,  on  his  excellent  Writings  in  •■ 
Defence  ^Liberty. 

WHoe'er  Thou  art,  that  in  a  borrowed  Name 
Alfert' ft    thy  Country's    Rights,   thy  Coun- 
try's Fame, 
The  Caufe  of  Virtue,  Liberty  and  Truth, 
Whether  made  wife  by  Age,  or  warm'd  with  Youth,  \ 
Accept  this  Tribute  from  a  Bard  unknown, 
Whole  Breaft  exults  with  Freedom,  like  thy  own.  • 

Long  have  We  mourn'd  a  loofe,  degenerate  Age, 
Our  antient  Spirit  funk  in  fadlious  Rage, 
In  vain  Diflinftions,  big  with  deadly  Hate,  • 
In  Broils  and  Strife,  deftructive  of  the  States 
With  Forms  amus'd,  by  artful  Sounds  betray 'd, 
The  du&ile  Crowd  their  Leader's  Voice  obey'd,  . 
Cool  in  the  publick  Caufe,  for  Parties  hot, 
The  Names   retain'd,  the  Principles  forgot, 
Became  the  Scaffolds  of  afpiring  Knaves, 
By  Nature  Freemen,  by  their  Folly  Slaves. 

Through  every  Rank  the  ftrcng  Infeclion  ran, 
And  Bribes  confinn'd  what  Prejudice  began, 

6" J",  ever  ftudious  of  the  publick  Weal, 

Beheld  with  Grief  his  difappointed  Zeal, 

Loft  in  the   Air  was  W- m\  nervous  Strain, 

And  P  i.        y  charm'd  the  liftening  Crowd  in  vain. 

.    .  The 
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The  Voice  of  Reafon  profperous  Guilt  defy'd, 
And  Numbers  all   the  Force  of  Truth  fupply'd, 
The  courtly   Fattion  triumph'd,  not  unmov'd, 
Their  Tongues    condemning   what  their  Hearts  ap- 
proved. 

The  Prefs  alone  remain'd,   (  cceleftial  Art  f )     ' 
To  root  this  growing  Canker  from  the  Heart ; 
The  Prefs  itfelf,  that  Bulwark  of  our  Laws, 
Was  bribed  to  plead  the  great  Corrupter'' s  Caufe  ; 
A  fhameleis  Crew,  a  worthlefs,  wklefs  Race, 
Of  Britain,  Arts  and  Learning  the  Difgrace, 
For  fordid  Motives  in  the  Lifts  appear, 
Nor  awed  by  Confcience,  nor  relirain'd  by  Fear, 
Revive  the  Maxims  of  defpotick  Reigns, 
And  whilft.  They  boaft  of  Freedom,  write  for  Chains. 

Smit  with  thefe  pamve  DocVines  They  advance  ; 
Now  fired  with  Peniions  in   the  Caufe  of  France, 
They  blefs  the  myltic,  Heav'n-commiffion'd  Tide, 
Which  openrd  Dunkirk  on   Britannia's  Side  ; 
Her  bold  Incroachments  on  our  Trade  defend, 

And  varniih  Breach  of  Treaties in  a  Friend. 

The  Flag,  the  Trident,  which  in  former  -Reigns 
Have  drawn  forth  Armies  on  th'embattled  Plains, 
Shrink  at  their  Touch,  unworthy  of  our  Claim, 
And  Europe's  Ballance  grows  an  empty  Name. 

Now  leagued  with  Spain,  and  big  with  her  Defigns, 
Gibraltar  dwindles  in  their  mifcreant  Lines, 
Our  plunder'd  Merchants  feel  their   Go  thick  Rage, 
And  Carlos  is  the  Minion  of  the  Age. 

Purged  in  their  Sheets,.  Corruption  skulks  no  more, 
But  ftalks  abroad  and  mocks  the  virtuous  Poor. 
Blind  Faith  in   Courts,.  Dependence  on  the  Great 
Turn  publick  Virtues  and  fupport  the.  State  ; 

Sub- 


82  ft  Craftsman:    Nq  266, 

Submimon  is  the  Britons  only  Right, 
And  Armies  grow  an  inoffenfive  Sight. 

In  fuch  bad  Times  arofe  our  learned  Sage, 
To  re-infpire  a  dull,  lethargick  Age, 
To  rouze  that  Spirit  in  the  NationTs  Cauie, 
Which  oft  hath  refcurd  her  endangered  Laws. 
Britannia  fmiling  on  the  Work  attends, 
And  Knowledge  guides  the  Pen,  which  Freedom  lends ) 
Through  every  Page  his  piercing  Judgment  mines, 
And  Europe  opens  all  her   dark  Defigns  ; 
From  Reign  to  Reign,    as  he  conduces  the  Clue,, 
Ages  far  back  Hand  prefent  to  the  View ; 
Here  with  frefh   Laurels  Edward  feems  to  rife, 
On  Richard  there  We  fix  our  fcornful  Eyes ; 
Now  trace  the  Caufes,  wrapt  in  Shades  before,,   , 
Which  gave  E[iza  more  than  fovereign  Powers 
Indignant  now  her  Succeffor  behold, 
Affecting  Craft,  in  Pedantry  grown  old, 
Ram  without  Courage,  without  Glory  vainr 
He  waites  in  Peace  a  long,  inactive  Reign, 
Sows  the  rank,  fruitful  Seeds  of  civil  Rage,. 
And  ripens  Factions  for  another  Age. 

Inftructed  here,  We  catch  the  glorious  Flame, 
Which  formM  our  Laws  and  rais'd  the  Britijb  Name; 
Fired,  as  He  reads,  with  more  exalted  Schemes, 
The  Bigot  wakens  from  his  Party-Dreams ; 
Statefmen  correct  their  Blunders,  not  in  vain, 
And  Monarchs  without  blufhing  learn  to  reign, 

O  [Thou,,  Britannia's  fecond  Hope  attend, 
Thy  youthful  Hours  to  thefe  Inilructions  lend, 
With  ftrong,  hiftoric,.  Knowledge  {tore  thy  Mind, 
Call  all  inferior  Studies  far  behind, 
Mark'd   in  thefe  Sheets,  the  Paths  of  Glory  trace,. 
And  prove  from. great  Plant  agenet  thy  Race. 

If 
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If  doom'd  to  War,  the  Trumpet  founds  Alarms, 
And  clads  Britannia's  Sons  once  more  in  Arms, 
In  all  the  Spirit  of  a  Prince  arife, 
Place  the  great  Edward's  Son  before  your  Eyes, 
Who,  at  the  tender  Age  of  fixteen  Years, . 
A  Warrior,  Hero,  Conqueror  appears, 
Brought  home  a  Monarch  captive  in  his  Chains, 
And  half  eclips'd  his  Father's  great  Campaigns. 

Or,  if  the  puzzling  Brigues  of "Europe  ceafe, 
And  Heav'n  ihould  blefs  this  injured  Land  with  Peace, 
Be  thy  great  Care  to  raife  and  to  redrefs 
Merit  obfcured,  and  Virtue  in  Diftrefs ; 
Ofourinfulted  Trade  efpoufe  the  Caufe, 
Encourage  Truth,  protect  our  antient  Laws, 
Let  Learning  flourifh,  bid  the  Mufes  fmile,    ^ 
!  %nd  banifh  Parties  from  this  factious  Ifle  ; 
Df  -Flattery  fhun  the  meretricious  Arts, 
\nd  fix  your  Empire  in  a  People's  Hearts, 
The  Caufe  of  Britain,  now  thy  Country,  own, 
\nd  guard  that  Freedom,  which  beftow'd  the  Crown* 

Pardon,  young  Prince,  thefe  well-intended  Lays, 
1 1  Which  Liberty  infpires  and  Duty  pays; 
y7rom  native  Zeal  they  flow,  devoid  of  Art, 
;The  honeit  Dictates  of  a  free-bom  Heart, 
Vhich  burns  unalter'd  with  a  mingled  Flame 
'or  Britijb  Glory  and  the  Brunfwick  Name.  A* 


T* 
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&   CALEB  D'AN VERS,    Efr> 

SIR, 

HCP  I  agree  with  you  in  what  I  pei 
ceive  to  be  the  Opinion  of  moil:  c 
your  Readers,  that  your  Difcourfe 
ought  chiefly  to  turn  on  the  Meri 
ofFafts,  not  of  Names,  and  therefor 
that  all  perfona-1  Enquiries  mould  b 
avoided ;  yet  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  there  ar 
fome  Cafes,  where  it  may  not  only  be  very  juftifiabl 
to  examine  into  the  private  Char  afters  of  Men,  bu 
even  neceflary  to  apprize  the  Publick  of  them..  Th 
People  have  undoubtedly  as  juft  a  Right  to  enquir 
into  and  be  informed  of  the  private  Virtues  and  Vi 
ces  of  the  Perfon,  who  is  intrufted  with  the  Care  o 
their  Liberty  and  Property,  as  any  Gentleman  can  hav 
to  demand  a  Character  of  the  Steward,  who  is  to  ma 
nage  his  Eftate.  We  know  by  Hiftory,  we  feel  Ir 
daily  Experience,  how  much  private  Pnjjions  influenc 
publick  Aftions.  If  a  Man  is  covetous,  cruel,  timo 
rous,  diffolute,  immoral,  infmcere  and  unjuft  in  pri 
vate  Life  ;  it  may,  without  Breach  of  Charity,  be  pre 
fumed  that  fome  of  thefe  Vices  will  flick  to  his  publia 
Cbarafter.  We  cannot  imagine  the  Change  of  hi 
Condition  will  change  his  Manners.  On  the  contrary 
Power  and  Wealth  frequently  furnifh  Men  with  Mean 
to  indulge  their  Paffions ;  and  if  a  bad  Heart  com 
monly  prevails  over  a  found  Head,  what  will  it  no 
do  over  an  unfound  one?  As  the  Power  of  doin;1 
Mi  (chief  increales,  the  Inclination  to  do  it  is  not  likeb 
to  abate,    and   the  Opportunity  of  doing  evil  will  no 

mak< 
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jrake  evil  Men  better.  Ke,  who  xs  by  Nature  of  a 
prc-iumpiuous  and  revengeful  Temper,  will  be  imaged 
at  all  Opposition  to  hisMeaures;  will  endeavour  to 
overbear  and  purfue  with  the  utmoft  Efforts  of  Ma- 
lice and  arbitrary  Power  Thofe,  who  dare  to  think 
and  act  honeitly    in  Contradiction  to  Him. 

If  a  Man  mould,  upon  his  firft  Entrance  into  Eufi- 
nefs,  fwallow  greedily  a  Bribe  from  a  poor  Forage 
Contractor t  can  we  imagine  he  will  neglect  any  Op- 
portunity, when  he  rifes  higher,  of  making  corrupt  and 
rich  Bargains  for  Him/elf,  and  dealing  for  Millions 
with  Money  Companies? 

The  Man,  who  has  fo  little  PorTeffion  of  himfelf  as 
to  tremble  and  be  frightened  out  of  his  Underftanding 
at  the  Receipt  of  a  Bennypoft  Letter \  in  his  private  Ca- 
pacity, may  be  weak  enough,  from  his  natural  Fears-, 
to  alarm  a  Nation  in  his  pub  lick  Char  a  tier  with  ground- 
less Appreheniions  and  Fears  of  Plots  and  Invafions, 
without  any  foiid  Foundation,  and  contrary  to  all  Rea- 
fon  and  common  Senfe. 

A  Coward  in  private  Life  may  be  a  Bully  in  publidr. 
He  may  fuffer  a  brave  People  to  be  injur'd  and  in  halted, 
by  daring  to  provoke,  and  not  daring  to  refent  the  Af- 
front? he  receives. 

The  Spendthrift  of  his  private  Fortune  will  probably 
be  proriife  of  the  pub 'lick  Treajurei  and  the  corrupt  Man 
will,  from  the  Information  of  his  own  bad  Heart,  ima- 
gine Corruption  to  be  the  only  Expedient  of  Govern- 
ment. 

He,  who  is  falfe  and  infincere  in  private  Life,  will 
have  little  Regard  to  national  Faith,  and  lie  will  cer- 
tainly break  through  the  mofr.  folemn  Engagements,  as 
Dften  as  his  particular  Intereft  fhall  require  it.  In  fhort, 
tie,  who  in  private  Life  hath  no  Regard  to  Truth, 
I  Honour,  Decency,  or  any  virtuous  and  gentlemanlike 
j  Qualification,  will  in  his  publick  Character  act  in  Con- 
hradidtion  to  all  thefe  Virtues  and,  as   the  Meafure  of 

Vol.  VIII.  I  his 
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liis  Guilt  increafes  and  fills  up,  he  will  grow  defperate. 
.and  rifque  eveiy  Thing  to  fecure  Himfelf. 

From  thefe  Enquiries  therefore  into  the  private  Man- 
ners of  Thofe,  who  may  hereafter  prefide  over  the  Pub- 1 
lick,  we  may  learn  in  Time  to  oppofe  and  give  Check 
to   their   Meafures ;    to   mark   them   out   and  keep  i  \ 
Watchful  Eye   over  aH  their  Proceedings  ;  and  as  Al-  j 
lowances  are  always  to  be  made   to  the  Errors  of  thof( 
Minifters,  who  aft  upon   honefl  Principles  and   witf 
good  Intentions,  the  conftant  Tenor   of  whole  Action; 
in  private  Life  hath  always  been  virtuous  and  uniform  ; 
fo  none  ought  to  be  made  to  Thofe  of  a  contrary  Cha- ' 
rafter.     They  ought  not  to  have  the  common  Plea  o: ; 
Accidents,  or  Viciffitude  of  Affairs. 

The  trifling  Advocates   of  a   weak   Adminifhation  j 
whenever  you  mention  pernicious  Meafures,  always  cal 
upon  you  for  the  Proof  of  them.    You  are  not,  fay  They. 
to  accuje  in  general  'Terms  ;  give  us  fpecial  Inftances. 
end  prove  them  too.     How  are  they  to  be  proved,  bui 
as  you  have  proved  them  ?  Do  they  expecl:  you  mould 
exhibit  form  a  I  Articles  of  Impeachment  in  a  Journal  i 
But  fuppofe  y ou  mould  ;  fuppofe  you   have  produced 
Evidence^  -fuch    undeniable  Evidence  of  Male- Admini-l 
ftration  as  muft  have  already  fatisfied  all  Men  but  Thofe. 
who  are  refolved  not  to  be  fatisfied  ;  will  That  be  al- 
low'dj*    No.     What  Proof  would  They  have  then  oil 
the  -Crimes  laid  to  his  Charge  ?  his  own  Confeftion  ;  the 
Confejfon  of  his  Guilt.     This  is  indeed  the  only  Prooi  | 
They  have  ever  ofFer'd  of  his  Virtues. 

Is  there  any  Proof  wanting  of  the  many  unjuft  and 
inhuman  Barbarities  committed  by  the  Spaniards  on  oui 
Merchants  in  the  Weft  Indies  ?  Is  there  any  Doubt 
that  the  Port  and  Harbour  of  Dunkirk  have  been  opened 
and  repair'd,  in  Violation  of  Treaties  ?  Have  not  Works 
been  carried  on  before  Gibraltar,  to  render  the  PofTeffi- 
on  of  that  important  Fortrefs  uklefs  and  precarious  j 
Are  we  to  prove  that  the  People  labour  under  heav) 
*Iaxes  ?  Are  we  to  make  Oath  of  the  declining  Condi- 
tion 
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tion  of  our  Trade  and  our  Manufactures  ?  How  are 
our  Poor  increafed  ?  Is  there  no  complaining  in  our 
Street  ?  What  other  Proofs,  alas,  do  the  Unhappy- 
wan':  of  the  Miseries  they  fuiTer,  than  the  Pains  they 
feel  ?  Under  whofe  Adininiil.rat.ion  hath  all  This  hap- 
pen'd  ?  Is  This  a  Doubt  ?  Who  is  the  Man,  that  hath 
aflumed  all  Power  and  Authority,  and  Profit  to  himfelf? 
Who  hath  affected,  and  does  ftill  affect,  in  the  rnofl 
haughty  and  invidious  Manner,  to  be  for -emoft,  Jingle 
and  alone >  not  only  in  the  Appearances,  but  in  the  Re- 
alities of  Power?  Ke  hath  indeed  found  out  a  Di- 
ftinction  ;  and,  ridiculous  as  it  is,  he  hath  ofrer'd  it  as 
an  Excufe  for  his  Mifrnanagements.     Is  the  C — ■— r  of 

the  E r,  lays   He,    to  anivver  far   Omifiions,   or 

Faults,  not  in  his  Office  ?•  Is  he  blameable  for  the  Mii- 
demeanors  of  Others?-  Yes  finely  the  C— r  of  the 
E>  r,.  when  he  a  flumes  the  Powef  qcl  firft  Minifter, 
when  he  will  execute  every  Man's  Office,  and  fufFer  no 
Share  in  the  Adminiitratson,  nor  permit  any  thing  to 
be  done  but  by  his  Advice  and  under  his  immediate 
Direction,  is,  and  ought  to  be  anfwerable.  If  he  acted 
only  as  C r  of  the  E r,  he  could  be  ac- 
countable for  nothing,  but  what  related  to  his  Depart- 
ment. But  the  Cafe  is  quite  other  wife.  Part  of  the 
Preamble  to  the  Articles  of  Impeachment  again  ft  the 
late  Earl  of  Oxford  was  that  He,  having  ajjumed  to 
himfelf  the  Power  of  firft  Minifter,  was  chargeable  with 
feveral  Articles  in  that  Impeachment,  in  which  He 
could  have  had  no  Concern,  if  He  had  not  been  firft 
I  Minijier  -,  and  therefore  as  he  took  upon  himfelf  the 
\  whole  Admimftration,  he  was  wi:h  great  Juftice  and 
jReafon  to  be  accountable  for  whatever  was  done  amifs 
in  any  Part  of  it,  iince  he  undertook  for,  and  mono- 
polized, the  whole. 

Tony  Aft  on  is  a  Monopolizer  of  this  Kind ;  he  plays 

ill  Characters ;  he  fills  none  ;  he  is  the  whole  Comedy 

ma,  his  fmgle  Perfon;  he  receives,  indeed,  the  Salary  of 

:  proper  Actors,  and  This  is  poor  Toxy's  only  View  y  for. 

I2  his 
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his  Plea  is  Neceffityj  he  confeiTeshis  Inability  to  fuftair 
fo  many  Pars,  and  picks  your  Pocket  of  half  a  Crown, 
with  fome  Appeal  ance  of  Modefty  ;  but  if  he  mould 
enter  with  the  Air  of  a  Drazvcanfir,  and  fwear  thai 
He  alone  was  iit  to  reprefent  every  Character,  that  He 
alone  was  fit  to  receive  all  the  Pay,  and  that  he  would 
never  permit  any  one  d'k  to  tread  the  Stage,  I  thinli 
he  would  be  hifs'd  by  the  People.  — An  Actor  mould 
never  let  himfelf  fufficiemly  appear  ;  it  lefTens  his  real  I 
Merit ;  but  when  he  alftimes  what  he  is  utterly  inca- 
pable of  performing,  He  becomes  contemptible  and  ri- 
diculous. 

But  to  return  to  the  Arguments  of  Thofe,  who  in- 
tend to  defend  a  bad  Ad  mini fl  ration  ;  You  have  often 
(fay  They)  brought  a  general  Accufation  of  the  Crime 
of  Peculation ;  of  embezzling  the  publick  Money  ;  but 
you  have  never  yet  offer'd  one  Proof.  This  every  one 
mult  fee  likewise  is  impoffible  to  be  done  by  you,  fo 
as  to  make  what  would  amount  to  a  legal  Conviction  5 
but  you  have  given  fuch  circumfkntial  Evidence  as 
leaves  no  manner  of  Doubt  in  our  Minds  of  the  Truth 
of  the  Charge.  Proofs  have  in  a  proper  Place  been 
conftantly  demanded,  and  conftandy  refufed  ;  That  is, 
Papers  neceffary  to  thefe  Proofs  have  been  often  call'd 
for,  where  Gentlemen  have  a  right  to  call  for  them, 
and  they  have  been  always  refufed.  Now,  tho'  fuch 
a  one  may  be  in  the  right  not  to  furnifh  Arms  againft 
himfelf  ;  Jet  him  not  boaft  That  in  his  Defence,  or  al- 
ledge  That  as  an  Argument  of  his  Innocence,  which  is 
a  Proof  of  his  Guilt.  What  mould  we  fay  to  a  great 
Offender,  who,  after  he  had  committed  many  and  no- 
torious Crimes,  fled  to  Sanfluary  ;  and,  while  he  laid 
hold  on  the  Horns  of  the  Altar,  cry'd  aloud  to  his 
Accufers,  /  am  not  guilty  ;  1  defy  you  ;  punijh  me  if  you 
(an  ?  The  Man  may  be  fafe  ,*  but  I  am  as  little  fatisried 
with  his  Innocence  as  his  Modefty.  I  fee  he  hath 
avoided  publick  Punifhment ;  but  the  Refuge  he  hath 
Caken  is  iurely  a  circumftantial  Proof  of  his  Guilt. 

When 
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When  Cato,  in  the  midfl  of  his  little  Senate,  (a  glo- 
rious Minority!)  fent  that  memorable  MefTage  to 
Cafarr 

«  Bid  him  disband  his  Legions, 

"  And  ftand  the  Judgment  of  a  Rohan  Senate, 

The  great  Patriot  did  not  believe  he  would  quit  the 
Sandluary  of  his  Majority,  and  ftand  upon  the  Bans  of 
his  Virtue  ;  but  he  meant  to  mew,  in  the  fulleft  Light, 
that  this  very  Afylum  he  had  taken  was  a  Proof  of  his- 
Crimes. 

For  thefe  Reafons,  Sir,  you  fee,  when  they  call  upon 
you  for  other  Proofs  than  what  you'  have  already  given/ 
:hey  talk  idly  and  unreafonably. 

But  let  us  go  a  little  farther  with  thefe  azvkard,  mi- 

lijferial  Triflers,  who   always  fwear  in   the  Words  of 

heir  Mafter ;  let  us  be  fo  complaijant  to  their  Com- 

)laints  and  their  Invedives,  as   to  allow  that   in  Cafe 

:  ve  mould  ever  have  a  bad  Adminijlration,  this  Manner 

I  >f  writing  might  raife  a  terrible  Oppofition,  and  that 

t  muft  be  occanon'd  by  Envy,  Ambition,  or  Malice. 

j  fet  I  am  of  Opinion  that,  in  a  free  Country,  Oppoli- 

ion  to  a  Minifter,  or  ^Mini/fry,  never  did  Harm   to 

he  Society.     It  will  keep  a  good  Adminijl ration  on  a 

I  ontinual  Guard.     It  will  caufe  them  to  walk  warily  ; 

1 0  difpofe  the  publick  Money  frugally  and  honeftly  ;  and 

.x  and  direcl:  all  their  Meafures  and  Views  to  the  pub- 

:ck  Honour  and  Profit ;-  and  accordingly  their  Schemes 

kill  be  only  form'd  for  the  Good  of  the  People  in  gene- 

bJ,  for  whofe  Sake,  Welfare  and  Security,  as  I  conceive, 

11  Government  was  firfl  founded.     But  if  an  Oppofi- 

1. on  mould  arifeagainft  a  bad  Minifter,  then  it  would 

:le  terrible.-  Terrible  !  To  whom  ?  To  the  Man, 

■?ho  does  Evil-,  to  the  Man,  who  would  overrun  all 

|Phings,  confound  Heaven  and  Earth,  attempt  or  exe- 

flate  any  Thing  to  defend  Himfelf  and  his  illgotten 

*        v   I  3  Wealth, 
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Wealth,  to  fecure  Himfelf  from  the  Punilhment  due  to 
his  Crimes. 

But  ibme  might  fay,  (and  Thofe  too,  who  may  noi 
be  his  Friends  J  who  may  own  he  is  both  weak  and 
wicked)  Who  have  forced  Him  to  this  defperate  Ex- 
tremity ?  Wrto  have  made  it  abfolutely  linfafe  for  hirr 

to  quit  ?  Who  have  driven  him  into  Sanctuary  ? 

I  anfwer,  his  Folly,  his  Ambition,  his  Avarice,  hi 
Profufion,  his  obfiinate  Perfeverance  in  a  long  Courfe  oj 
Iniquity,  may  have  driven  him  thither,  and  may  keej: 
liim  there.  A  wicked  Man,  fuch  a  one  as  we  have  ima- 
gined,may  go  on  from  Crime  to  Crime,  and  from  Erro: 
to  Error,  'till  He  finds  it  dangerous  to  defcend."'  Be?, 
Jobnfon .  makes  Cat  aline  lay, 

"  The  Crimes,  that  I  have  done,  cannot  be  fafe, 
<{  But  by  attempting  greater.  ■ 

This  would,  indeed,  be  a  moil:  deplorable  Statior 
both  for  Him  and  the  Pub  lick  ;  but  it  furely  behove; 
all  Men,  who  wifh  well  to  the  Society,  to  do  What  i: 
in  their  Power,  if  ever  fuch  a  bad  Servant  to  the  Pub 
lick  mould  appear,  to  bring  him  to  juftice. 

To  conclude.  ■  There  are  a  Sort  of  Hirelings,  whe 
eonftantly  give  the  Merit  in  general  of  every  Thing 
•which  they  pretend  to  be  beneficial  to  thePublick,  tc 
their  Patron,  not  allowing  any  Thing  even  to  th< 
Crown  ;  and  yet  when  you  call  upon  them  to  name  an) 
one  particular  national  Point,  any  one  publick  Benefit, 
the  Merit  of  which  can  with  any  Propriety,  or  Juftice 
be  afcribed  to  Him,  have  :they  ever  ventur'd  to  mentior. 
one?  Thus,  Sir,  tho'  they  complain,  without  the  leafi 
Shadow  of  Truth,  that  you  have  never  proved  arij 
Pa?t  of  a  certain  Performs  Admin iftration  to  be  bad. 
they  very  prudently  declined  giving  one  Inftance 
where  it  is  good.  The  belt  then,  that  you  mould  pre- 
tend to  fay  of  it  is,  that  it  is  a  very  indifferent  one. 

R.  I  am,  SIR,    &c. 

Satur ! 
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H  E  minifterial  Advocates  have  been 
lately  employed  in  reviving  feveral 
Pamphlets  and  Papers,  which  were 
formerly  written,  or  fuppofed  to  be 
written,  in  Defence  of  their  Patron. 
In  This  They  have  difcover'd  ano- 
ther Inftance  of  their  Want  of  Judgment,  as  well  as 
of  HoneiH  ;  for  it  can  never  be  their  Intereft,  or  the 
Intereft  of  their  Patron,  to  revive  the  Memory  of  for- 
mer Tranfaclions.  It  is  certainly  their  Bulinefs  to  let 
them  lie  dormant  and  link,  if  poffible,  into  Oblivion. 
But  They  are  a  Set  of  fuch  flrange  blundering,  wrong- 
headed  Fellows,  that  They  are  always  doing  the  great 
Man  Miichief,.  where  it  is  their  Duty,  and  I  verily 
believe  their  Defign,   to  do  Him  Juitice. 

One  of  the  Pieces,  with  which  They  have  lately 
obliged  us,  was  written,  as  I  am  informed,  by  the 
Gentleman's  own  impartial  Hand,  in  Juilification  of 
Himfelf  againft  the  Proceedings  of  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, who  had  handled  Him  a  little  too  feverely,  as 
He  thought,  for  a  fmall  Infirmity  of  human  Nature, 
which  He  had  been  guilty  of,  in  a  famous  Contrail 
about  Forage.  The  Apology  itfelf,  for  'it  cannot  be 
cali'd  a  Vindication,  carries  evident  Marks  of  Guilt  ,• 
and  the  whole  St-refs  of  the  Argument,  in  Favour  of 
the  Per/on  condemn  d,  depends  intirely  on  the  Veracity 
of  one  Man,  who  fubmitted  to  the  Inconveniencies 
of  a  Prifon,  rather  than  Hand  the  Tell  of  a  full  Exa- 
mination. Whatever  Purpofe  therefore  fuch  loofe,  in- 
tone lufive  Stuff  might  ferve,  at  that  Time,  I  cannot 
\  poflibly  guefs  for  what  End  it  is  publiihed  at  prefent, 
when  the  Prejudices  of  Party  are  worn  off,    and  the 

Gen- 
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Gentleman  concern'd  appears  in  fuch  different  Circum- 
ftances  both  of  Character  and  Fortune.  I  wonder  none 
of  our  wicked  Incendiaries,  who  have  been  fo  much  ac- 
cus'd  of  maligning  that  great  Man,  have  not  yet  taken 
this  notable  Performance  into  Conlideration,  and  from 
the  glaring  Fallacy  of  it  laid  hold  of  an  Opportunity, 
which  is  thus  fairly  given  them,  of  explaining  that 
Tranfaclion  at  large.  I  am  like  wife  fomewhat  furpri- 
zed  that  the  fame  judicious  Writer >  who  republihVd 
this  Piece,  hath  not  thought  fit  to  vindicate  the  Con- 
duct of  his  Patron,  with  Relation  to  another  ever-me- 
morable Contrac!,  in  the  Year  1 7  lor  commonly  calm 
the  Bank  Contract,  which  hath  never  yet   been 

fo  much  as  attempted,  though  the  M r  and  his 

Advocates  have  been  frequently  defy'd  to  do  it ;  and 
till  it  is  done,  the  World  will  look  upon  it,  at  leafl, 
as  one  very  ftrong  Injlance  of  iniquitous  Conducl. 

They  have  likewife  revived  a  Pamphlet,  intitled,  The 
Art  of  railing  at  great  Men  ; .  which  was  publifhed  in 
the  Infancy  of  the  prefent  Adminiflration,.  and  is  laid 
to  have  been  Written  by  a  P erf  on,  who  hath  iince  been, 
concerned  in  thefe  Papers.  Upon  This  They  triumph 
exceedingly,  and  endeavour  to  fix  Inconfiflency  of  Con- 
duct upon  the  Author  of  it ;  though  it  does  not,  I  thinkr 
contain  the  leaft  perfonal  Compliment  upon  their  Pa- 
tron ;  or  if  it  did,  the  moft  They  can  make  of  it  is, 
that  He,  hath  alter'd  his  Opinion  of  that  Gentleman, 
as  Multitudes  of  others  have  done,  and  put  his  own 
Rules  into  Praclice',  but  thefe  Writers  will  never  make 
any  Allowances  for  their  Patron's  Alteration  of  Con- 
duct, or  the  Difcovery  of  bad  Defigns.  They  main- 
tain, or  They  have  been  writing  about  nothing,  that 
a  Man,  who  hath  ever  acted  with,  or  endeavour'd  to 
ferve  a  M — — r,  from  an  Opinion  that  his  Views 
were  honeft,  lays  Himfelf  under  an  indifpenfable  Ob- 
ligation of  Honour  to  continue  in  his  Intereit  as  long 
as  He  live?,  though  He  is  fully  convinced  by  the  Courfe 
of  Events  that  his    Opinion   was   ill-founded.     This 

Point 


K°  268.    ^Craftsman.         pj 

Point  hath  been  very  much  laboured  ;  particularly  in 
a  Jate  Libel,  intitled,  A Letter  to  Mr.  P.  Sec.  which 
hath  been  fp read  gratis  through  the  Kingdom,  in  the 
ufual  Manner,  by  the  Poft-Office  and  other  minijlerial 
Conveyances.  However,  if  thefe  honeji  Gentlemen,  or 
their  Patron,  have  received  any  Confolation  or  Inflruc- 
tion  from  the  little  Treatife  before-mentioned,  I  dare 
anfwer  for  the  Author,  that  They  are  heartily  wel- 
come to  it.  I  mall  clofe  this  Head  with  an  Obferva- 
tion  of  Bifhop  Hoadley,  in  Anfwer  to  a  Charge  of  the 
fame  Nature  ;  that  it  cannot  furely  be  prefumed  that 
Men  write  Books  with  a  Defgn  of  precluding  Them- 
fehes  from  the  Knowledge  of  the  Truth  ever  afterwards. 

Clodius  and  Cicero  is  another  extraordinary  Piece, 
which  they  have  thought  fit  to  revive  at  this  Time, 
though  it  is  the  worft  Satire  upon  the  prefent  Admini- 
ftration,  that  hath  ever  been  published  ",  for  the  Au- 
thor acknowledges,  without  any  Referve,  that  feme 
publick  Corruptions  there  are  of  that  Strength  and  Pre- 
valence, that  however  Jbameful  and  pernicious  they 
may  be,  they  mnft  yet  be  fujfer'd  to  rt'thdin.  He  like- 
wife  lets  fall  a  very  ftrong  Infinuation,  that  fuch  is 
the  Situation  of  Things,  that  Meafures  ftriclly  virtu- 
ous would  bring  prefent  Confufion,  and  that  an  En- 
deavour to  reform  would  overturn  the  State  —  He  then 
difcourages  all  Regard  fox  popular  Liberty,  by  giving  us 
feveral  Examples  of  great  Men,  who  have  peri(hTd 
in  the  Defence  of  it;  explodes  publick  Frugality  as  a 
dangerous  Virtue  in  Princes ;  and  recommends  Vena- 
lity as  a  neceffary  Evil,  or  Expedient  of  Government, 

As  thefe  infamous  Doclrines  were  fir-it,  openly  avow'd 
in  that  Pamphlet,  I  thought  myfelf  obliged  to  make 
fome  Remarks  upon  them  at  that  Time,  to  which  I 
*  refer  the  Reader  ;  but  as  they  have  been  fince  revi- 
ved by  the  Advocates  of  Power,  it  cannot  be  improper 
to  combat  them  fomewhat  more  clofely  ;  which  I  pro- 
pofe  to   do  at  prefent   by  fome  Extra&s  from  Caid's 

immortal 

*  See  the  Craftfman,  No.  3 1 . 


,$>4  fibe  Craftsman.    N°  268. 

immortal  Letters,  as  Mr.  Osborne  very  juftly  calls  them. 
I  chufe  this  Method  for  two  Reafons ;  fir  ft,  becaufe 
the  minifterial  Writers  themfelves  feem  to  allow  the 
Authority  of  thefe  Papers,  by  trumpeting  the  Fame  of 
them  very  loudly  of  late,  and  recommending  them 
to  me  as  a  Pattern  of  Writing ;  fecondly,  to  mew  my  \ 
great  Indulgence  to  thefe  Worthies,  by  following  their 
Example  in  reviving  former  Writings ;  as  I  mail  now 
and  then  do,  upon  particular  Occalions,  when  nothing 
extraordinary  occurs.  — —  The  Reader  will  find  the 
following  judicious  Obfervations  on  the  mifchievous- 
Effects  of  Venality  and  Corruption  among  ft  thofe  ex* 
eel  lent  Letters,  (Vol.  I.  p.  208)  from  whence  I  have 
extracted  them  verbatim. 

"  Saluft,  or  whoever  clfe  was  the  Author  of  the 
"  two  Difcourfes  to  C&far,  about  fettling  the  Com- 
"  monwealth,  obferves  to  that  Emperor,  that  thofe  Ma- 
"  giftrates  judge  wildly,  who  would  derive  their  own? 
"  Security  from  the  Corruption  of  the  People,  and 
"  therefore  make  them  wicked  Men,  to  make  them 
"  good  Subjects ;  whereas,  fays  He,  it  is  the  Inter  eft 
"  of  a  virtuous  Prince  to  ?nake  his  People  virtuous ; 
"  for  the  debauched,  having  thrown  off  all  Reftraint, 
"  are  of  all  Men  the  moft  mgovernable. 

"  A  Knave  in  Power  is  as  much  to  be  dreaded 

"  as  a  Fool  with  a  Firebrand  in  a  Magazine  of  Pow- 
**  der.  You  have  fcarce  a  bare  Chance  for  not  be- 
**  ing  blown  up. 

"  From  the  wicked  and  worthlefs  Men,  who  en- 
"  grofs'd  all  the  Places  at  Rome,  in  the  latter  Days  of 
"  the  Commonwealth,  and  from  the  monftrous.  Prodi- 
"  galities,  infamous  Briberies,  and  endlefs  Corruptions > 
"  promoted  by  thefe  Men,  the  fudden  Thraldom  of 
"  that  glorious  City  might  eafily  have  been  forefeem 
"  It  was  fcarce  poffible  to  be  honeft  and  preferred. 
"  Atticus  would  never  accept  of  any  Employment, 
J*  though  he  was  offer'd  the  higheft..  This  Refufal, 
fe  %s  Monfieur  Bayle,  was  doubtlefs  owing  to  his  Fir- 

tue* 
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"  tue.  There  was  no  rifing  to  Offices  then  but  by 
"  Means.,  that  were  infamous  ;  nor  was  there  any  fuch 
"  Thing  as  executing  thefe  Offices  according  to  the 
"  Rules  of  'Juftice  and  the  pub  lick  Good,  without  being 
v  expofed  for  doing  fo  to  the  Refentment  and  Viol  tice 
"  of  many  and  great  wicked  Men.  He  therefore  chofe 
*'  to  be  rather  a  virtuous  private  Man,  than  an  exal- 
u  ted  and  publick  Rogue. 

"  How  charming  is  this  Exa?nple ;  but  how  rare  ? 
i\  If  all  Men  were  like  Atticus,  there  would  be  no  Dan- 
"  Ser  °f  a  State  of  Anarchy.  But  as  to  That,  We  may 
u  be  eafy  $  for  there  will  be  always  more  Rogues  and 
r  Rooks  at  hand  to  be  devouring  and  monopolizing  Pla- 
*e  ces,  by  all  proper  vile  Means,  than  there  will  be 
"  Places  to  be/low. 

"  Corruption,  Bribery  and  Treachery  were  fuch  Ways 
r  to  Power  as  Atticus  would  not  tread.  Col.  Sidney 
"  fays,  that  a  noble  Perfon  in  his  Time,  who  was  a 
■"  great  Enemy  to  Bribery,  was  turned  out  of  a  confide- 
■*'  ruble  Pofi,  as  a  Scandal  to  the  Court ;  for,  /aid  the 
*s  principal  Minifter,  He  will  make  no  Profit  of  his 
■"  Place,  and  by  that  Means  caft  a  Sca?idal  upon  Thofe, 
f  that  do. 

"  Cicero,  who  liv'd  to  fee  difmal  Days  of  Ambition 
■"  and  Corruption  at  Rome,  was  fenfible  that  He  could 
tf  do  little  or  no  Good  with  all  his  Abilities  and  his 
"  Honefty.  If  I  faw,  fays  He,  in  a  Letter  to  t,en- 
*'  tulus,  if  I  faw  the  Commonwealth  held  and  gov ertfd 

by  corrupt  and  defperate  Men,  as  hath  happened  in 
'<  my  Days,  -and  formerly,  no  Motive   or  Consideration 

Jhould  engage    me  in  their  Interefts  ;    neither  their 

Bribes  could  move  me  ;  nor  could  Dangers,  which  often 

fway  the  boldeft  Men,  terrify  me ;  nor  could  any  of 
"  their  Civilities,  or  any  of  their  Obligations  foften  me. 

"  Talking  in  another  Place  of  the  Senate,  then  aw'd 
*(  by  Power,  or  governed  by  Av-arue,  He  fays,  aut 
"  affentiendum  eft  nulla  cum  Gravitate  Paucis,  aut 
*'  fcuftra  dijfentiendum  ;  That  is,  you  mufi  either  bafely 

"  Vote 
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*l  V@te  with  CrafTus  and  Csefar,  and  one  or  two  Men 
"  more  in  Power,  or  Vote  againft  Them  to  no  Purpofe. 
Xi  Thefe  great  Men  did  not  feek  Power,  nor  ufe  it,  to 
"  do  Good  to  their  Country,  which  is  the  End  of 
<«  Power,  but  to  Them/elves,  which  is  the  Abufe  of 
iC  Power.  Where  Government  is  degenerated  into  Job- 
4t  bing,  it  quickly  runs  into  Tyranny  and  Diffblution  ; 
61  and  He,  who  in  any  Country  pofTeffes  Himielf  of  a 
"  great  Poll  for  the  Sake  of  gainful  Jobs,  as  a  certain, 
"  great  Per/on  once  own'd  He  did,  ought  to  finifh  his 
*'  laft  Job  under  a  Gallows. 

<J  It  is  natural  and  necefTary  for  Thofe,  that  have 
ft  corrupt  Ends,  to  make  uk  of  Means,  that  are  corrupt ', 
**  and  to  hate  all  Men,  that  are  uncorrupt. 

tf  I  would  lay  it  down  as  a  Rule  for  all  Nations  to 
"  confider  and  obferve,  that  where  Bribery  is  practifed, 
*<  'tis  a  Thoufand  to  .One  but  Mifcbief  is  intended? 
iC  and  the  more  Bribery,  the  more  Mifcbief .  When  there- 
'?  fore  the  People,  or  their  Truftees,  are  bribed,  They 
*'  would  do  well  to  confider  that  it  is  not,  it  cannot 
"  be,  for  their  own  Sa.kes.  Hon  eft  and  open  De/tgns, 
"  which  will  bear  Light  and  Examination,  are  hurt 
**  and  difcredited  by  bafe  and  dark  Expedients  to  bring 
tf  them  about  5  but  if  you  would  perfuade  a  Man  to 
*c  be.  a  Rogue,  it  is  natural  that  Jl%^  mould  be  your 
*(  1  firft  Argument  ^  and  therefore  whoever  offers  me  a 
"  i?ri^,  does  tacitly  acknowledge  that  He  thinks  me  a 
"  Knave. 

*f  Tacitus,  taking  Notice  of  the  woeful  Decline  of 
Si  Virtue  and  Liberty,  towards  the  End  of  the  Repub- 
-"  lick,  fays  that  the  greatell  Villanies  were  committed 
fi  with  Impunity,  and  Ruin  was  the  Price  ofHoneily  j 
i£  deterrima  qua  que  impune ;  ac  mult  a  honefta  Exitio 
*<  fuer e*  And,  indeed,  where  Corruption  and  publick 
V  Crimes  are  not  carefully  oppofed  and  feverely  pu- 
"  nimed,  neither  Liberty  nor  Security  can  poifibly 
*  fubfift. 
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"  The  im?nenfe  Briberies,  pra&ifed  by  Julius  C<#* 
t(  far,  were  fare  and  terrible  Prefages  of  Cafar's  Ty- 
•*  ranny.  It  is  amazing  what  mighty  Sums  He  gave 
tl  away.  Caius  Curio  alone,  one  of  the  Tribunes,  was 
«<  bought  into  his  Intereft  at  no  fmaller  a  Price  than 
"  half  a  Million  of  our  Money.  Other  Magiflrates  too 
¥  had  their  Shares  j  and  all  were  bribed,  who  would 
f*  be  bribed.  We  may  eafily  conceive  how  He  came 
"  by  fuch  Sums.  He  got  them  as  wickedly  as  He 
"  gave  them  away.  Nor  can  I  call  Him  generous  in 
f*  this  vaft  Liberality  ;  fince  He  purchafed  the  Roman 
u  Empire  with  its  own  Money,  and  gave  away  a  Part  to 
"  get  the  whole. 

"  Unjuit  and  unfrugal  Ways  of  throwing  away  Mo- 
"  ney  made  wicked  and  violent  Means  neceiTary  to 
"  get  Money ;  and  Rapine  naturally  follows  Prodiga- 
ls lity.  They,  that  wafte  publick  Money,  feldom  flop 
"  there,  but  go  a  wicked  Step  farther,  and  having  firft 
'«*  drairid  the  People,  at  laft  opprefs  them.  Publick 
ts  Frauds  are  therefore  very  alarming,  as  they  are  very 
"  big  with  publick  Ruin. 

"  Nor  would  it  have  been  any  Advantage,  or  Secu- 
f*  rity  to  Rome,  though  C&far  and  his  Party  had  been 
"  lefs  able  Men  than  in  Truth  They  were.  Having 
I*  debauch'd  the  People,  He  did  more  by  Corruption  to- 
u  wards  enflaving  Them  than  He  did  by  his  Parts,  as 
*6  great  as  they  were.  It  is  fbmewhere  obferved,  that 
."  to  do  Good  requires  fome  Parts  and  Pains ;  but  any 
"  Man  may  be  a  Rogue.  The  World,  fays  the  Proverb, 
"  little  knows  what  filly  Fellows  govern  it. 

"  It  is  an  Obfervation,  which  every  Body  is  capable 
"  of  making,  that  a  good  Character  loft  is  hardly,  if 
Y  ever,  recovered.  Now  the  Reafon  of  This  is  not  fo 
"  much  from  the  Malevolence  of  the  World,  (often  too 
"  ready  to  calumniate)  as  from  the  Inability  of  a 
"  Knave  to  become  honeft.  He  is,  as  it  were,  doomM 
"  to  be  one.  TheBiafs  of  his  Spirit  is  crooked  j  and 
**  if  He  ever  z&shoneftly,  it  is  for  iroguifb  Reajhn.  I 
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**  have  known  a  Man,  who  having  wilfully  loft  all  Cre 
*'  dit,  rejected  as  wilfully  all  Opportunities  to  regain  it 
ei  even  when  thrown  into  his  Lap.  He  could  not  heir. 
"  earning  frejh  Deteftation,  with  great  Labour,  wher 
<(  He  might  have  acquired  the  higheft  Renown,  with 
"  the  greater!  Eafe.  From  hence  may  be  feen  how 
"  dangerous  it  is  ever  to  trail  to  a  Man,  who  hath  one? 
4t  been  a  Villain ;  and  hence  too  may  be  learn'd  thai 
ei  from  Men,  who  have  "done  eminent  Mifchief,  whe- 
(t  ther  publick  or  private,  greater  ftill  is  to  be  dreaded. 
"  Vice  is  a  prolifick  Thing,  and  Wickednefs  naturally 
**  begets  Wickednefs. 

il  The  Romans,  fays  Saluft,  were  arrived  to  that 
*'  Pitch,  of  Corruption,  that  They  gloried  in  Extrava- 
"  gancy  and.  Rapine,  and  made  Sarcafms  upon  Virtue. 
*(  Modefty  and  a  difinterefted  Mind  pafs'd  with  Them 
•f  only  for  Sloth  and  Cozvardice.  Thofe,  that  were  in 
*'  Power,  neglecting  Virtue,  and  confpiring  againft 
**  Innocence,  preferred  only  their  awn  Creatures,  Inno- 
€<  centes  circunweniunt ;  fuos  ad  Honor es  tollunt.  Wick- 
**  ed  Deeds  and  an  infamous  Character  were  no  Bars 
41  to  the  pofTemng  of  Power ;  and  Thofe,  that  acled 
"  as  if  Rapine  was  their  Employment,  and  Plunder  the 
*'  Perquifites  of  their  Place,  were  not  thought  unfit  for 
4i  frejh  'Preferments.  Non  Facinus,  non  Probrum,  aut 
*■*  Flagitium  cbjlat,  quo  minus  Magiftratuj  eapiant. 
*(  .Quod  commodum  eft,  trahunt,  rapiunt.  At  laft, 
**  their  great  Men  had  no  Principle  but  Rapacioufnefs, 
**  and  obferved  no  Law  but  their  Luft.  The  whole 
*f  Commonwealth  was  become  their  Prey  and  their 
*s  Pillage.  Poftremo,  tanquam  JJrbe  capta,  Libidine  ac 
fi  Ucentia  fua  pro  Legibus  utuntur. 

'*  The  fame  Author  fays,  that  it  would  havelefTerfd 
"  his  Concern^  had  He  feen  fuch  great  Wickednels 
*f  perpetrated  by  Men  of  great  Qualities  ;  but  his  Grief ! 
**  had  not  this  Mitigation  j  for,  fays  He,  "wretched 
**  Creatures  with  little  Souls,  whofe  whole  Genius  lay 
j  4f  m  their  Tongue^  and  whpfe  utmoil  Talent  and  Abi- 

*  lity 
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"  lity  was  to  prate  glibly,  exerciied  with  Infolence  that 
"  Power,  which  They  had  acquired  by  Chance,  or 
"  the  Sloth  of  others.  AcMequidem  mediocris  Dolor 
"  angeret,  fi  virtute  partam  vicloriam  more  fuo  per 
u  fervitium  exerccrent ;  fed  Homines  inertiffimi,  quo- 
"  rum  omnis  vis  virtufque  in  Lingua  Jit  a  eft,  forte 
"  &  alterius  foe  or  di a,  Dominationem  obi  at  am  infolentes 
"  agitant.  And  for  the  Roman  Nobility,  of  that  Time,  ; 
He  fays  that,  like  ftupid  Statues,  their  Names  and 
their  Titles  were  their  only  Ornaments  ;  inertiffimi 
Mobiles,  in  quibus,  ficut  in  flatua,  prater  Nomen 
nihil  eft  Additamenti. 

"  We  fee  what  a  Market  tbefe  Men  made  of  Power, 
and  what  a  Degree  of  Degeneracy  They  introduced. 
The  End  of  all  was   the  utter  Lofs  of  Liberty,  and  . 
a  fettled  Tyranny. 

Thus  much  have  I  transcribed  from  Cato*s  immortal 

Letters ;  which  I  believe  will  be  thought  fufficient,  at 

)refent,    to  fhew  the  Difcretion  of  tbofe  Writers,  who 

)ut  Him  in  Oppofition   to  Me*  and  recommend  his 

Manner  of  writing  to  my  Imitation.     As  our  Prin- 

iples  of  Government  feem  to  be  generally  the  feme,  I  . 

lave  long  endeavoured  to  imitate  his  Manner  of  writing, 

s  far  as  I  could  ever  approve  it,  and  have  declined  a 

particular  Examination   of   many  Subjects,    becaufe  I 

iound  them  fully  explain'd  in  his  Writings',  which  will 

'.efcend  to  Pofterity  in  the  fame  Light  with   the  Wri- 

ings  of  the  Craftfman,  notwithstanding  the   affecled 

'  Yifiintlion,  which  hath  been  lately  made  between  them. 

Inhe  Objeil  of  our  Complaint  is  the  fame,  as  well  as 

;j>ur  Principles  in  political  Affairs.     Where  He  left  off, 

j  begun  ;  and  if  I  have  fallen  fhort  of  Him  in  the  Pro- 

l^cution  of  the  fame  Defign,  it  is  a  Fault  of  my  Head, 

nd  not  of  my  Heart,  which  Pofterity,  whom  We  have 

i  JDth  endeavour'd  to  ferve,  will  eafily  excufe.     I  am  as   . 

i  iealous  in  the  Caufe  as  He  could  be  ;  my  Papers  have 

^n  received  with  the  fame  Approbation »   and  the 

K.  z  Writings 
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Writings  againft  me  have  met  with  the  fame  general 
Contempt. 

But  to  come  to  the  Point,  which  qccafioned  this 
Paper.  What  a  wretched  Figure  does  the  Author  of 
Clodius  and  Cicero  make,  when  compared  with  the 
Writings  of  the  immortal  Cato  ?  In  One  you  fee  the 
bold,  honeft  Spirit  of  a  free,  uncorrupted  Briton,  againft 
the  mifchievous  Confequences  of  Venality  and  Corrup- 
tion. In  the  Other,  you  behold  the  mean  Subferviency 
of  a  Court  Dependent,  who  endeavours  to  earn  the 
Wages  of  Servitude,  by  varnifhing  thofe  fcandalous 
Vices,  and  foftening  them  with  the  Name  of  neceffary 
Evils.  Whilft  One  therefore  will  be  read  with  Appro- 
bation, and  defcend  to  the  lateft  Generations,  the  Other 
will  juftly  incurr  the  Abhorrence  of  the  prefent  Age, 
and  He  ought  to  wifh  that  his  Writings  may  be  for- 
gotten in  the  next.  D. 


Nc  269.  Saturday,  Aiigufi  a8,  1731. 

The  Suhjecl  of  the  Dependency  of  Parliament  continued, 

HE  Dependency  of  the  Parliament  on  the 
Crown  having  lately  become  a  Point  of 
Difpute,  and  been  openly  juftify'd  in 
a  fcandalous  Letter,  dated  from  Cam- 
bridge, which  I  have  already  exami- 
ned in  two  former  Papers,  I  propofed 
to  iubjoin  fome  general  Obfervations  on  the  fatal  Con- 
fequences of  Corruption,  or  offuch  a  Dependency  as  hath 
been  pleaded  for,  if  it  fhould  ever  make  its  Way  into 
the  Houfe  of 'Commons .  But  as  I  find  this  Subject  very 
fully  treated  in  Cato\  Letters,  I  hope  the  Reader  will 
excufe  fome  farther  Extracts  ou$  of  them  at  this  Time, 

when 
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when  they  are  fo    very   particularly  recommended   to 
my  Imitation  by  thofe  very  Men,  who  endeavour   to  - 
write  down  all  the  great  Principles  of  Liberty,  which 
the  Author  of  thofe  Letters  contended  for  in  fo  flre- 
nuous  a  Manner. 

That  Gentleman  addreffes  Himfelf  to   the    Englijb 

freeholders,  juft  before  a  general  Election  of  their  Re- 

prefentatives,  in  the  following  Manner. 

.**  Gentlemen, 

"  You  are  born  to  Liberty,    and  it  is  your  Intereft 

"  and  Duty   to  preferve   it.     The  Conftitution    you 

ss  live  under  is  a  mix*d  Monarchy,  where   your  Go- 

11  vernors  have  every  Right  to  protect  and  defend  you, 

'*  and  none  to  injure  and  opprefs  you.     You  have  a 

I ;<  large  Share  in  the  Legijlature  \  you  have  the  fole 

i  '  Power  over  your  own  Purfes  ;  and  you  have  an  un- 

j !<  doubted  Right  to  call  to  Account  and   punifh  the 

J "  Injlruments  of  your  OppreJJion ;  but  it  depends  upon 

I ;*  yourfelves  alone  to  make  thefe  Rights  of  yours,  thefe 

ri  '  noble  Privileges,    of  Ufe  to  you.     The  beft  Laws 

i"  give  no  Security,  if  they  are  not  executed;  but  in- 

!<  deed  become  worie  than  no  Laws ;  and  they  never 

! "  will  be  executed,  unlefs  Thofe,    who  are  intruded 

*  with  the  Execution  of  them,  have  an  Intereft  in 
i  "  their  Execution. 

•'  All  Men  defire  naturally  Riches  and  Power  ;  and 

'  almoft  all  Men  will   take  every  Method,    juft  or 

pr  unjuft,   to  attain  them.     Hence  the   Difficulty  of 

;<  governing  Men,  and  of  inftituting  a  Government, 

■ :<  equally  proper   to  reftrain  them  and  protect  them  ; 

1  '  and  hence  the  Infufficiency  of  fimple  Forms  of  Go- 

'f  vernment,  to  provide  for  the  Happinefs  and  Security 

1  of  Societies.  An  arbitrary  Prince  will  quickly  grow 

■'  into  a  Tyrant.     The  uncontroul'd  Dominion  of  the 

*  Nobles  will  as  certainly  produce  Oligarchy,  or  the 
I*  Tyranny  of  a  Few  ;  That  is,  Pride,  Combination 
■  '  and  Rapine  in  the  Sovereigns,  and  Mifery  and  De- 
I'  jsction  in  the  many.     And  the  unretrain'd  Licen- 

1C  3  *[  tioufhefs 
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"  tioufnefs  of  the  Multitude  will  beget  Confufion  and 
"  Anarchy.  T<£>  provide  againft  thefe  certain  and 
(i  eternal  Evils,  mix*d  Forms  of  Government  were  in-  ; 
"  vented ;  where  Dominion  and  Liberty  are  fo  equally  \ 
fi  temper'd,  and  fo  mutually  check'd  one  by  another, 
«•  that  neither  of  them  can  have  Intereft  and  Force 
"■  enough  to  opprefs  the  other. 

"  Thefe  Inftitutions    have    provided   againft    many  • 
"  Evils,    but  not  againft  all ;   for  whilft  Men  con- 
*<  tinue  in  this  State  of  Degeneracy,    That  is,  whilft 
41  Men  are  Men,    Ambition,    Avarice  and  Vanity,  i 
41  and  other  Pafljons,  will  govern  their  Actions ;  and,  ' 
(t  in  Spight  of  all  Equity    and  Reafon,    They  will  be 
*'  ever  ufurping,    or  attempting   to  ufurp  upon   the 
**  Liberty  and  Fortunes  of  one  another  ;  and  all  Men 
*'  will   be  ftriving  to  enlarge  their  own.     Dominion 
"  will  always  defire  Increafe,    and  Property  always  to 
*'  preferve  it  felf ;    and  thefe  oppofite  Views  and  In- 
4i  terefts  will  be  caufmg  a  perpetual  Struggle ;    but  by 
**  this  Struggle  Liberty  is  preferved,  as  Water  is  kept 
*<  fweet  by  Motion. 

"  The  Nature  and  Reafon  of  this  Sort  of  Govern- 
44  mtnt  is  to  make  the  feveral  Parts  of  it  controul  and 
41  counterpoiie  one  another,  and  fo  keep  all  within 
4i  their  proper  Bounds.  The  Intereft  of  the  Magijlracy, 
44  which  is  the  Lot  and  Portion  of  the  Great,  is  to 
4i  prevent  Confufion,  which  levels  all  Things.  The 
*'  Intereft  of  the  Body  of  the  People  is  to  keep  Power 
**  from  Oppreffion,  and  their  Magiftrates  from  chang- 
*f  ing  into  Plunderers  and  Murtherers ;  and  the  In- 
41  tereft  ofxh&ftanding  Senate,  which  is  or  ought  to  be 
*'  compofed  of  Men  diftinguiihable  for  their  Fortunes 
4i  and  Abilities,  is  to  avoid  Ruin  and  DifTolution  from 
41  either  of  thefe  Extremes;  fo  that  to  preferve  Liberty, 
41  all  thefe  co-ordinate  Powers  muft  be  kept  up  in  .their 
•*'  whole  Strength  and  Independency. 

41  Names  will  not  defend  you,  Gentlemen,  when  the 
4<  ¥ki?ig  fignify'd  by  them  is  gone.    The  Emperors  of 

"  Rome 
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"  Rome  were  as  abfolute  with  the  Shew  of  a  Senate, 
li  and  the  Appearance  of  the  People's  chufing  their 
"  Praetors,  Tribunes  and  other  Officers  of  the  Com- 
"  monwealth,  as  the  Eaftern  Monarchs  are  now  with- 
"  out  thefe  feeming  Chech  and  this  Shew  of  Liberty ; 
*'  and  in  fome  Refpetts  They  were  more  fecure,  as  the 
"  Infamy  of  their  Tyranny  was  fhared  bjt  thefe  Af- 
a  femblies,  and  the  Advantages  were  all  their  own  ; 
**  and  the  Condition  of  the  People  was  rather  the  worfe 

*  for  thefe  mock  Magif  rates  and  pretended  Reprefenta- 
"  tives,  who,  under  the  Colour  and  Title  of  the  Pro- 
il  teclors  of  the  People,  were,  at  the  People's  Expence, 
"  the  real  Helpers  and  Partakers  of  the  Tyrant's  Ini- 
"  quity.    The  Kings  of  France  have  Parliaments,  but 

*  Parliaments,  which  dare  not  difpute  their  Royal 
"  Pleafure ;  and  the  poor  People  would  not  fare  one 
"  Jot  the  better,  if  thefe  Parliaments  were  bribed  not 
*'  to  difpute  it. 

"  This  wretched  Cafe,  Gentlemen,  will  be  yours, 
*'  and  the  wretched  Cafe  of  your  Pofterity,  if  ever  an 
"  ambitious  Prince  and  defigning  Minifter  mail  hereafter 
"  be  able  to  ; corrupt,  or  awe  your  Reprefentathes ; 
(l  and  whatever  wicked  Bargains  are  then  made,  will 
*'  be  made  at  your  Expence,  and  you  muft  pay  the 
"  terrible  Reckoning  at  laft.  You  have  a  King  at 
"  prefent,  from  whom  you  have  none  of  thefe  Things 
"  to  fear.  But  alas !  Gentlemen,  how  few  Titush  and 
"  Trajans  were  there  found  amongft  the  Roman  Em- 
"  perors  ?  And  how  few  can  England  mew  lince  the 
"  Conqueft  ?  It  requires  therefore  your  bell  Thoughts 
"  and  moft  vigorous  Refolutions  to  preferve  your 
"  Conftitution  intire  in  all  its  Parts,  without  fuffering 
**  any  one  Part  to  prevail  fo  far  over  the  other,  as  to 
"  reduce  it  in  Effetl,  though  not  in  Name,  to  zjimple 
lt  Form  of  Government,  which  is  always  Tyranny.  It 
"  will  be  all  one  to  you,  whether  This  is  brought 
**  about  by  Confederacy,  or  Force.  Whatever  be  the 
"  villainous  Means,  Violence,  Oppreffion  and  every 
"  Rank  of  Evil  will  be  the  End,  **  In 
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"  In  order  to  this  honeft,  or  publick  Defign,  you 
ought  to  crime  Reprefentatives,  whofe  Interefts  are 
at  prefent  the  fame  with  your  own,  and  likely  to 
continue  the  fame;  Representatives,  who  are  not 
already  praeengaged,  nor,  from  their  Circumftances, 
Education,  Profeflion,  or  Manner  of  Life,  likely  to 
be  engaged  in  a  contrary  Intereft.  He  will  prove 
but  a  forry  Advocate,  who  takes  Fees  from  your  Ad- 
verfary,  and  as  indifferent  a  Plenipotentary,  who 
receives  a  Penfion  from  the  Prince,  whom  He  is  com- 
mimon'd  to  treat  with ;  nor  can  there  be  any  Security 
in  the  Fidelity  of  one,  who  can  find  it  more  his 
Intereft  to  betray  you,  than  ferve  you  faithfully. 
"  Virtue  and  Vice  will  be  but  ill-ballanced,  when 
Power  and  Riches  are  thrown  into  the  wrong  Scale. 
A  great  Proteftant  Peer  of  Trance,  having  changed 
his  Religion,  in  Compliance  with  his  Mailer,  Henry 
the  I  Vth  of  France,  who  had  changed  too,  was  foon 
after  ask'd  by  that  Monarch  publickly,  which  of  the 
two  Religions  He  thought  the  befi  ?  The  Proteftant, 
Sir,  undoubtedly  is  the  befi,  faid  the  Peer,  by  your  own 
Royal  ConfeJJion  ;  Jince  in  the  Exchange  for  it,  your 
Majefiy  hath  given  me  Popery  and  a  Marihal's  Staff 
to  Boot.  Where  Boot  is  given,  there  is  always  a  tack 
Confeffion  that  the  Exchange  is  unequal  without  it, 
Chufe  not  therefore  fuch,  who  are  likely  to  truck  away 
your  Liberties  for  an  Equivalent  to  Themfelves,  and 
to  fell  you  to  Thofe,  againft  whom  k  is  their  Duty 
to  defend  you.  When  their  Duty  is  in  one  Scale,  and 
a  thoufand  Pounds  a  Year,  or  more,  or  even  lefs,  is 
thrown  into  the  contrary  Scale,  you  may  eaftly  guefs, 
as  the  World  goes,  how  the  Ballance  is  like  to  turn. 
"  Can  you  bear  This,  Gentlemen  f  It  is  the  Root  o£ 
all  your  heavy  Sufferings,  and  may  yet  produce  worfe 
and  more  heavy.  You  are  Freemen,  and  Men  ofRea- 
fon  and  Spirit.  Awaken  your  Spirit,  exert  yourReafon 
and  after  t  your  Freedom.  You  have  a  Right  to  petition 
"  the  Parliament;  you  have  a  Right  to  addrefs  the  King; 
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"  to  propofe  your  Thoughts  and  Grievances  to  both ; 
**  and  to  be  heard  and  reliev'd,  when  you  fuffer  any. 

"  Alas !  Gentlemen,  with  Tears  I  tell  you,  the  Cure 
'*  of  Corruption  is  left  to  you.  A  Cure  from  another 
"  Quarter  is  cruelly  deny'd  to  us.  A  worthy  Attempt 
"  was  lately  made  to  defray  it  effectually,  and  We  hoped 
u  that  no  Man,  or  Set  of  Men,  pretending  to  common 
w  Honefty,  would  have  had  the  Face  to  difcourage,  or 
H  fruftrate  that  Attempt.  But  it  was  fruftrated,  and 
"  "We  know  where,  and  by  whom,  and  for  what  Ends. 
"  Thofe,  who  owe  their  whole  Figure  and  Fortune 
*f  and  Force  to  Corruption,  rather  than  part  with  it, 
N  feem  determined  to  fee  the  Nation  confumed  and 
"  perifh  in  it— — 

What  a  noble  Spirit  difcovers  it  klf  in  this  Address, 
when  compared  with  the  Writings  of  our  modern  Ad- 
vocates for  Power,  Venality  and  Corruption ;  with  the 
fhamelefs  Authors  of  the  Cambridge  Letter,  the  London 
Journal,  the  Free 'Briton,  and  the  whole  Herd  of  Court 
Pamphleteers  P  I  hope  thefe  Gentlemen  will  either  anfwer 
Cato'.s  Arguments  againit  Corruption,  or  give  up  their 
own  fcandalous  Apologies  for  it,  before  They  name  Him 
any  more  in  Oppofition  to  Me ;  for  their  Patron  will 
certainly  refent  fuch  an  imprudent  Recommendation  of 
a  Courfe  of  Papers,  which  contain  a  full  Anfwer  to  all 
their  late  Trumpery,  and  fix'd  the  infamous  Name  of 
the  Screener  upon  Him.  D. 

■  *  ■  '  ■-  -     . 

WHEREAS  fever al well-meaning Perfons,  both  in 
Town  and  Country,  have  lately  refufed  to  take  in  the 
London  Journal,  the  Daily  Courant,  and  the  Free  Briton, 
as  well  as  fome  occalional  Pamphlets,  which  have  been 
fent  them  by  unknown  Hands,  from  an  Apprehenfion  that 
They  (hould  be  obliged  to  pay  for  them  at  lafl  ;  Thefe  are 
to  certify  all  fuch  Perfons,  that  if  They  will  be  fo  kind  as 
to  read  them,  nothing  farther  is  expecled  from  Them. 

Witnefs  our  Hands,    ].  R.  J.  P. 
Saturday, 
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Some  particular Faffs,  relating  to  Mr.  P.  truly  ft  ate d 
and  cleared  from  the  Mifreprefentations  of  the  Writers 
againfl  Him. 

In  a  Letter  to  Caleb  DrA  it  v  e  rs,    Efo 

Mr.  D'Anvers, 

S  foon  as  the  Defence  of  Mr.  P.  was 
publilhed,  the  whole  PorTe  of  Depen- 
dents were  ftruck  dumb,  and  look'd  at 
each  other,  for  two  or  three  Days,  with 
gloomy,  diffident,  Faces;  but  proper 
Meafures  having  been  taken,  and  the 
Cue  given  out,  They  began  to  brighten  up  again,  and  v 
dropt  out  in  Print,  one  after  another,  in  their  Mafter's 
Defence.  Two  or  three  lame  Courants  led  up  the 
Van  ;  and  the  Author  of  them  very  modeftly  own^d 
that  He  knew  nothing  of  the  Matter,  but  was  refolved  to 
fin  his  Faith  on  his  Patron's  Sleeve.  The  worthy 
Author  of  the  London  Journal  appeared  next,  with 
his  ufual  Profundity  of  Reafoning  and  Billingfgate.  To 
Him  mcceeded  the  pert  Mr,  Walflngha?n  ;  and,  having 
put  the  Government  to  the  Charge  of  a  double  Paper, 
gave  us  Hopes  that  the  Matter  would  be  confider'd  by 
a  yet  abler  Hand. 

Upon  This,  Sir,  you  publifh'd  an  Advertifement  in 
your  Paper,  which  made  us  foon  expect  a  farther  De- 
fence of  Mr.  P ;  but  as  that  able  Hand  hath  not  yet 
appeared,  or  at  leaft  cannot  be  diftinguilh'd,  I  fuppofe 
you  have  laid  your  Defign  afide.  We  have  indeed 
been  obliged,  fince  that  Time,   with  London  Journals, 

Courants, 
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C  our  ants,  Free-Britons  and  Hyp-Do  ft  on  without  Num- 
ber, beiides  a  Cart-load  or  two  of  miniferial  Pamphlets, 
written  in  the  fame  Style  and  Spirit ;  but  I  prefume 
that  neither  you*  nor  any  of  Mr.  P's  Friends  will 
give  Themfelves  the  Trouble  of  anfwering  fuch  Ri- 
baldry ;  and  yet  thefe  Wrekhes  have  lately  affected  to 
triumph  upon  your  Silence,  as  a  Proof  of  their  Victory, 
though  it  evidently  proceeded  from  your  Contempt  of 
their  Writings. 

The  Truth  is  you  juftly  look  upon  theft  perfonal 
Altercations  as  Matters  of  little  Confequence  ;  and  the 
World,  no  doubt,  is  heartily  fick  of  them ;  but  as  there 
are  two  or  three  Points  of  Faff,  which  have  been  moll 

•  grofsly  falfified,  and  are  conftantly  infilled  on  by  thefe 

I  Scribblers,  as  their  laft  refort  of  Calumny  ;  I  defire 
you  to  give  the  Publick  a  plain  State  of  them,  as  I 
fhall  draw  it  up  for  you  with  all  pofhble  Brevity,  but 
without  entering  into  that  copious  Field  of  argumen- 
tative Scandal,  which  thefe  Gentlemen  have  open'd. 
The  World,  I  believe,  is  fully  fatisfied  in  thefe  Points ; 
and  therefore  I  ihall  confine  my  felf  to  a  few  Faffs  on- 
ly, and  fome  Reflections  upon  them. 

One  Thing  more  I  muft  premife — Though  the  Points, 
which  I  am  now  going  to  clear  up,  have  been  equal- 
ly mifreprefented  in  almoft  all  the  Pamphlets  and  Pa- 
tters, that  have  been  publiftYd  againft  Mr.  P.  I  fhall 
keep  my  Eye  chiefly  on  the  Writers  of  the  Free-  Bri- 
ton and  a  Pamphlet,  intitled  A  Letter  to  Mr.  P.  &c 

<  becaufe  They  were  undeniably  employ'd  by  his  Ad- 
werfary,  and  thofe  Papers  are  known  to  have  been  pro- 
!  papa  ted  through  the  Kingdom,  by  his  Authority,  at 
jthe  publick  Expence. 

'Thefe  Mercenaries,  finding  Themfelves  unable  to 
ix  any  Charge  of  Corruption,  Mifmanagement,  or  Breach 

mf  Truft  upon  the  Gentleman,  whom  They  are  hired 
.0  abufe,  it  was  thought  fit  to  accufe  Him  of  having 

>  bared  the  Bounties  and  added  to  the  Penfions  of  the 

Crown 
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Crown. —  But  how  is  this  Accufation  made  good,  ; 
Anfwer  to  what  hath  been  faid  in  his  Defence  ? 

The  Author  of  this  Piece  acknowledges  a  Prelent  i 
the  Journals  of  Parliament  from  his  late  Majeity  ; 
mighty  Boon  in  Truth  !  — —  Let  us  fee  therefore  wh 
ther  any  Thing  farther  hath  been  proved. 

It  was  confidently  afTerted  by  the  Re  marker,  th, 
all  this  Gentleman's  Eft  ate  was  acquired  only  by 
Secretary  of  the  Treafury  ;  and  that  he  obtained  ti. 
Fee  fimple  of  it,  upon  very  eafy  Terms,  from  the  Crow] 
by  the  Favour,  Indulgence  and  ajfiftance  of  h 
Patron. 

The  firft  Part  of  this  Charge  {that  all  Mr.  P 

Eft  ate  was  acquired  by  a  Secretary  of  the  Treafury 

immediately  appeared,  upon  Examination,  to  be  a  mo 

impudent  Falmood  ;  and  there  is  no  Occafion  for  n 

to  confute  Him  farther,  becaufe  the  Letter-Writer  Hin 

felf  gives  this  Point  up,  and   endeavours  to  bring  c 

his  Brother  Hireling  by  a  moll  exquifite  Device,  whic 

is  well  worth  the  Attention  of  the  Reader.     //  wi 

#  p  Matter  of  general  Converfation  *  faj 
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all  his  Estate  to  Mr.  P.  This  in  length  1 
Time  might,  by  pure  Miftake,  eafily  come,  in  the  Tat 
of  the  World,  to  be  changed  thus.  Mr.  P.  hadal 
his  Estate  left  him  by  Mr.  Guy.  Thej 
Affertions  in  found  are  much  alike ;  and  "'tis  no  grec 
Wonder  if  fuch  miftakes  are  made  by  People,  who  hai 
no  Opportunities  of  knowing  any  Thing  of  fuch  Ma, 
ters,  but  as  they  pafs  from  one  to  another  in  commo 
Converfation. —  Let  This  therefore  pafs  only  for  a  M, 
fake.  I  will  not  call  it  a  Lye,  for  his  Friend 
Sake. 

But  is  the  other  Part  of  this  Charge  better  proved 
viz.  that  Mr.  P.  obtained  the  Fee  fimple  of  all  th 
Eft  ate,  upon  very  eafy  Terms,  from  the  Crown,  by  th 
Favour,  Indulgence  and  ajfiftance  of  his  Patron  ? 
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It  was  aflerted,  on  the  other  Hand,  that  mofl  of  this 
Gentkma??s  Ellate  was  Land  of  Inheritance  before ;  and 
that  the  Value  of  that  Part  of  it,  which  was  made 
Fee  Jtmple  by  an  Act  of  Parliament  and  a  fair  Pur- 
chase from  the  Crown,  did  not  exceed  thirteen  hun- 
dred Pounds  a  Tear. 

What  fays  the  Remarker  to  This,  in  his  Reply? 
Why,  He  is  again  reduced  to  the  loweft  Prevaricati- 
on. He  will  not  own  Himielf  guilty  of  a  Faljhood, 
though  He  is  fully  convicted  of  it  ;  and  therefore, 
inftead  of  justifying  his  Aflertion,  {that  Mr.  P.  Obtain  d 
the  Fee-iimple  of  all  his  Eft ate  from  the  Crown,  by 
the  Favour  of  his  Patron )  He  only  tells  us  that  great 
Part  of  it  formerly  belong  d  to  the  Crown,  ( as  mofl 
of  the  Eitates  in  England  did )  and  that  the  Lands, 
of  which  He  lately  obtained  the  Fee-fimple,  are  worth 
fomething  more  than  1300  1.  a  Year ■.;  fir  Mr.  Cholm- 
ley,  fays  He,  then  Surveyor  General,  who  fet  the  Fine* 
valued  the  immediate. Rents  of  them  at  2047  !•  7  s.^per 
Annum,. 

If  any  Peribns  have  been  milled,  by  this  State  of 
:the  Fact,  to  believe  that  the  Author  of  Mr.  P's  De- 
fence aflerted  a  Falfhood,  when  He  faid  that  this  Ellate 
was  not  worth  above  1300I.  a  Year,  They  will -be 
•convinced,  when  they  fee  it  fet  in  a  true  Light,  of 
J.he  vile  Artifice  of  this  little  Fellow,  who  iiath  the 
Privilege  of  Accefs  to  all  the  Offices.,  that  He  may 
impofe  his  Falfhoods  on  the  World  with  a  Shew  of  grea- 
ter Authority. 

The  Fact,  I  am  told,  flands  thus.  When  the  Sur- 
veyor General  drew  up  his  Report,  He  made  his  Va- 
luation from  the  Rents  of  the  Houles,  which  then  Hood 
on  the  Eftatc;  but  Jet  us  fee  what  He  fays  in  the 
Report.  The  Words  are  thefe.  The  Pre?nifjes  are  now 
let  for  Two  Thoufand  and  Forty-feven  Pounds,  feven 
Shillings  per  Annum  ;  but  in  Regard  feveral  of  the 
Houfes  will  jo  on  want  to  be  rebuilt,  and  that  the  Ground - 
Rent  to  be  referred  on  a  Building  Leafe  will  be  lefts 

Vol.     VIII.  L  con- 
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tonfiderably  than  what  is  kcvj  paid',  and  that  the  Term- 
in  being  are  now  for  above  one  hundred  Years  ;  1  am  Oj 
Opinion  that  a  Fine  of&vQ  hundred  Founds  is  a  valua- 
ble Confi  deration. 

The  Fine,  as  it  was  thus  fettled,  was  according!) 
paid  to  the  Crown ;  and  when  the  Building  Leafes  t'd 
in  to  Mr.  P.  He  let  the  whole  out  again  upon  othei 
Leafes,  which  have  never  produced  above  1300/.  pet 
Annum,  without  having  ever  received  one  Shilling,  b) 
way  of  Fine,  on  this  Ellate. 

This  proves  that  Mr.  Cholmky  did  his  Duty  to  the 
Crown',  notwithstanding  the  invidious  Reflection  call 
upon  Him.  If  any  Body  doubts  whether  this  Ellate 
at  prefent  brings  in  above  1300  /.  per  Annum,  He  may 
have  the  Affidavit  of  forty  People,  Ihould  it  be  thought  j 
a  Matter  of  Confequence  enough  to  require  it.  And  j 
whereas  it  hath  been  afferted  that  the  whole  Charge  ol 
converting  this  Eftate  into  Freehold  ( the  Fine  included ) 
could  not  amount  to  above  600  /.  a  Gentleman  of  un- 
doubted Credit  in  the  Law,  who  was  concern'd  in  the 
Affair,  is  ready  to  teftify  that  it  cofl  at  leaft  one  whole 
Tear's  Rent,  every  Thing  confider'd ;  and  now  let 
Them  compute  what  fuch  a  Sum,  at  compound  biter  eft, 
would  produce  at  the  End  of  the  Term. 

This  is  all  I  fhall  fay,  concerning  the  Gentleman \r 
Eftate  ',  which  would  have  been  a  great  deal  too  much, 
if  it  had  not  been  fo  peremptorily  extorted  from  me  by 
Thofe.,  whom  it  leaft  became. 

We  now  come  to  the  other  Charge  againft  Mr.  P ; 
that  He  hath  added  to  the  Penfions  of  the  Crown. 

The  Remarker  afferted  This  in  general,  without 
fpecifying  any  Inilance  to  fupport  his  Accufation  ;  but 
his  Meaning  evidently  appeared  to  be,  that  Mr.  P  —  V 

infilling  on  the  Cojferefs  Office  obliged  the  M r  to 

give  a  noble  P  erf  on,  of  the  moll  unblemifh'd  Integrity, 
another  Employment,  which  He  had  the  Impudence  to 
call  a  Penjion.     This   fcandalous  Infmuation  was  firft 

&roach'd  by  his  Patron  in  the  if -fe  ofC  s,  and 

fallen 
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ftollen  from  Him  by  this  Writer,  when  He  wzs  fuffcr'.d, 
as  He  tells  us,  to  attend  in  the  Gallery.  He  acknow- 
ledges his  Meaning  to  be  juftly  explain'd,  in  his  Reply  j 
and  endeavours  to  foften  his  Infolence  to  the  noble  Earl 
by  the  Name  of  a  Mifiake.  At  the  fame  Time,  He 
repeats  and  aggravates  the  fame  Infolence,  by  infilling 
that  his  Lordftifts  Acceptance  of  this  Employment  added 
an  unneceffary  Expence  to  the  Crown  of  five  thoujand 
Pounds  a  Tear-,  but  here  again  his  old  Friend,  the 
Letter-writer,  gives  Him  up,  and  tells  Him  very  plainly 
that  He  talked  like  a  Fool,  (or,  in  friendly  Language, 
exprefs^d  Him/elf  very  improperly)  when  He  faid  that 
Mr.  P.  had  added  to  the  Pennons  of  the  Crown,  if  That 
was  his  Meaning  ;  for  how  can  an  antient  and  honoura- 
ble Poft  (as  the  Groom  of  the  Stole  is)  be  called  a 
Pen/ion  ?  He  hath  therefore  found  out  another  Mean- 
ing for  Him,  which  it  feems  that  wife  Author  was  not 
aware  of  Himfelf,  viz.  that  Mr.  P.  infifted  on  an  ad- 
ditional Salary  of  zoo  1.  per  Annum  to  the  Appointments 
of  the  Secretary  at  War,  and  thus  truely  added  to  the 
Peniions  of  the  Crown.  —  If  the  Remarker  meant  This, 
fays  his  Friend,  He  expreffed  Himfelf  very  properly.  But 
He  had  unluckily  own'd  before,    that  This  zvas  ?iot  his 

Meaning. Who  can  doubt  a  Minute  longer  that 

I  Mr.  Walfingham  was  the  Author  of  the  Remarks,    and 

I  wrote  them  without  Direclion,    or  Inflruclion  ?  —  Poor 

!  Man  !   What  a  fad  Thing  it  is  to  be  kicked  about  from 

i  Pillar  to  Poft,  at  this  Rate ;   firlt  of  all,  to  be  oblig'd  to 

i  father  Faljhoods,  which  nobody  can  fuppofe  to  be  of  thy 

t  own  hatching  ;    and,    when  they  are  detected,    to  be 

given  up  in  this  contemptuous  Manner  as  one,  who  did 

not  understand  his  own  Meaning  ? — But  let  us  fee  how 

this  new  Charge  againft  Mr.  ?.  will  come  out. 

When  this  Gentleman  was  made  Secretary  at  War,  He 

;  found  the  Office  coniifting  only  of  two  or  three  fcanty 

Rooms  in  Whitehall ';    the  Honfe,  which  formerly  be- 

long'd  to  it,    having  been    given  to   Mr.  Blathwait. 

Upon.  This,  He  acquainjjpd  the  King  that  there  .was  an 

L  2  Houfe 


U2        The  Craftsman.    N°  270 

Hou'e  in  the  Neighbourhood,  which  would  ferve  very 
conveniently  for  an  Office,  without  much  Expence  tc 
the  Crown.  This  Houfe  had  been  begun  in  the  Queen'* 
Time  for  the  Majier  of  the  Houjbold ;  but  as  it  was  not 
finiihed,  He  thought  it  might  be  as  well  given  for  an 
Office  to  the  Secretary  at  War,  and  his  Majefly  accord- 
ingly confented  to  it;  but  when  it  came  to  be  known, 
the  Board  of  Green  Cloth  applied  to  the  King  and  den- 
ied that  the  Houfe,  which  was  originally  defign'd  for 
one  of  that  Board,  might  not  be  given  from  it.  His 
Majefly  reply 'd  that  He  had  already  given  it,  and 
would  not  be  worfe  than  his  Word  ;  nor  could  They 
move  Him  rtill  Mr.  P.  Himfelf  confented  to  wave  his 
Pretention,  founded  on  the  King's  Promife.  Upon 
This  200  /.  a  Year  was  given  to  the  Office,  in  Lieu  of 
it,  and  hath  continued  in  it  ever  fince. 

This  is  a  true  State  of  the  Cafe ;  and  I  will  leave 
the  World  to  judge  how  ridiculouily  it  hath  been  im- 
proved into  a  Charge  agamfr.  Mr.  P.  Had  He  begg'd 
the  Houfe  for  Hi?nfelf,  He  might  have  been  reproach'd 
with  it  v  and  yet  if  He  had  thought  fit  to  have  done 
it,  I  make  no  Doubt  that  He  might  have  as  eafily  ob- 
tained fuch  a  Favour  of  his  Majeftv,  as  another  Perfon 
obtained  his  Lodgings,  when  Paymafter  of  Chelfea 
College,  in  a  very  extraordinary  Manner ;  for  if  I  am 
not  very  much  miftaken,  I  have  fomewhere  read  that 
when  this  Gentleman  went  to  Courti  and  laid  down 
his  Employment,  He  affured  the  late  King  of  the 
Continuance  of  his  Service,  though  not  in  Place;  and 
to  give  his  Majeily  a  Pledge  of  his  Sincerity,  He  told 
Him  that  He  would  ask  a  Favour.  This  was  the 
Houfe  at  Chelfea,  which  his  Majeily  granted  Him ; 
and  every  Body  remembers  his  Conduct  immediately 
after. — But  Mr.  P.  did  not  follow  his  Example.  He 
fcorn'd  to  ask  the  other  Houfe  for  Himself.  He 
begg'd  it  for  the  Office,  not  from  the  Office. 

But  why  is  this  Salary,  in  Lieu  of  an  Houfe,  which 
formerly  belong'd  to  the  Ofh^  calTd  a  Penfion  ?  For 

no 
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no  other  Reafon  than  to  explain  away,  if  They  can,  a 
moft  inrolent  AiFront,  which  the  Remarker  offerM  td 
another  Per/on,  of  great  Worth  and  DiftincVion.  But 
let  thefe  Writers  take  Care  how  They  call  it  by  that 
Name  any  more ;  for  if  it  is  really  a  Pen/ton,  all  the 
Secretaries  at  War  ever  fince  have  fate  illegally  in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons',  and  how  do  They  know  that  it 
will  not  be  objected  againft  the  prefent  Secretary  ? 

The  Defender  of  the  Remarks  ( I  mean  Walfingham ) 
hath  gone  a  little  out  of  his  Way  to  fix  another 
Charge  againft  Mr.  P.  whilft  Secretary  at  War ;  and  in 
this  Point  He!  hath  the  Happinefs  to  be  feconded  by 
his  Friend  the  Letter-writer,  and  his  other  Fellozo- 
Labourers,  who  have  the  Honour  to  travel  with,  HitH 
gratis  into  the  Country  every  Week. 

It  feems,  Mr.  TTAnvers,  that  you  exprefled  your- 
"elf,  about  three  Years  and  a  half  ago,  in  the  following 
Manner  to  the  celebrated  Col.  Platoon.  >'  "  I  have 
'  been  told  that  when  Mr.  P.  came  into  the  War-Of- 
*  fee,    He  gave  up  a  thoufand  Pounds  a  Year,    there 

I  being  at  that  Time  but  7,000  Men  upon  the  Efta- 
'  blifhment  of  Great  Britain ;  not  thinking  it  reafbna- 
tc  ble  to  take  that  additional  Salary,  which  had  been 
"  given  to  the  Office  from  the  Contingencies,  when  the 
"  Army  was  larger.  But  fome  Time  afterwards  the 
"  late  King,  when  a  Rebellion  made  it  neceffary  to 
"  increafe  his  Forces,  had  the  Goodnefs  Himfelf  to  tell 

II  Mr.  P.  that  lince  the  Troops  were  again  augmented, 
11  and  the  Bulinefs  of  the  Office  increafed,  He  mould 
lt  again  have  the  additional 'Salary,  which  hath  con- 
"  tinued  ever  fince. 

The  Gentleman,  who  defended  Mr.  P.  againft  the 
Remarks,  took  no  Notice  of  this  Circumftance  j  but 
Mr.  Walfngham,  in  his  Reply,  hath  pick'd  it  up,  and 
:omments  upon  it  in  the  following  Manner. 

"  Now,  for  the  Sake  of  Truth,  fays  He,  and  of  the 
[<  good  People  of  England,  fhall  this  Story  be  explain'd 
•'  to  the  World. 

L  3  "  The 
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"  The  ho?iourable  Gentleman,  out  of  his  extraord 
*f  nary  AfFe&ation,  firft  relinquifhes  this  fo  muc 
<c  boafted  thoufand  Pounds  per  Annum  ;.  and  according! 
f  c  his  firft  Warrant,  paid  Him  as  Secretary  at  War,  wj 
"  dated  the  20th  0*1  July  17 15,  for  1455  /.  for  Hin 
'*  felf  and  Clerks.  But  what  then?  Why,  havin 
"?  made  a  pompous,  oftentatious  Ufe  of  this  Modeji 
"  and  Self-denial,  He  comes  again  to  the  Treafury,  i 
"  Jan,  1715-16,  with  a  Warrant  for  the  very  fan 
"  additional  1000  /.  a  Year,  to  be  paid  Him  withov. 
"  Deduction,  or  Account ;  and,  what  was  more  cj 
*'  traordinary,  makes  it  commence  from  that  veryTimt 
"  when  He  pretended  to  give  it  up ;  makes  it  eve 
"  commence  from  the  24th  of  June  then  laft  paft 
"  when  He  owns  that,  at  that  very  ^lime.  He  did  nc 
"  think  it  reafonable  to  receive  it. 

Is  it  not  natural  to  conclude  from  this  Paragraph,  £ 
it  is.  worded,  that  Mr.  P.  received  this  additional S alar 
of  1000  /.  a  Year,  during  the  whole  Time  of  his  Cor. 
tinuance  in  the  War-Office ;  and  that  He  got  his  laj 
Warrant  dated  with  a  Retrofpeft  accordingly  ?  I  con 
fefs,  I  underftood  This  to  be  the  Senfe  of  it,  upon  th 
firft  reading ;  and  I  have  met  with  nobody.,  who  undei 
jftood  it  otherwife.  I  was  pretty  confident,  indeed 
that  Mr.  Walfingham  had  aiTerted  a  Falfhood,  an< 
therefore  had  the  Curiofity  to  procure  Copies  of  thef 
two  Warrants ;  one  of  which  is  dated,  as  He  fays  trul; 
enough,  the  2.0th  of  July  171 5,  for  1455  1.  to  W.P.  Ejq 
for  the  Support  of  Himfelf  and  the  Maintenance  of  hi 
under  Officers  and  Clerks ;  the  fame  to  co?nmence  th 
zo.th  0/" September  laft  exclufive  \ — That  is,  September 
1 7 14,  when  He  came  into  the  Office.  The  other  i 
dated,  as  He  obferves  rightly  again,  the  16th  of  Jan 
1715-16,  for  a  farther  Allowance  of  1 000 1 .  per  Annum 
the  fame  to  co?nmence  from  the  2,\th  Day  of  June  laft 
That  is,  June  1715. 

From  hence  it  appears  that  Mr.  P.  did  not  receive  an) 
Part  of  this  additional  Salary  for  nine  Months  after  H< 
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came  into  the  Office ;    That  is,    from  the  29th  of  Sept. 

17 14,  to  the  24th  of  June  171 5. Lord  !  faid  I  to 

myielf,  hath  this  dirty,  little  Fellow  the  Confidence  to 
tell  fuch  a  palpable  Lye,  with  fall  Evidence  before  his 
Face  ?  But,  upon  reading  over  his  Comment  again,  I 
found  that,  from  a  Defign  to  impofe  upon  his  Readers, 
He  hath  exprefs'd  Himielf  in  fuch  a  Manner,  that 
every  Body  naturally  takes  his  Meaning  to  be,  as  I  have 
reprefented  it,  though  We  cannot  directly  charge  Him 
with  a  Falfhood ;  for  He  fays,  and  juftly  too,  that 
Mr.  P.  did  receive  the  additional  Salary  from  the  24th 
of  June  17159  but  does  not  take  the  leaft  Notice  that 
He  had  been  in  the  Office  nine  Months  before,  without 
receiving  it. 

That  This  was  his  Dengn  is  evident  from  his  faying, 
that  Mr.  P.  made  the  Warrant  for  this  additional  Salary 
commence  from  that  very  Time,  when  He  pretended  to 
give  it  up.  Is  it  not  plain  that  the  Word  pretended  was 
put  in  here,  to  make  the  World  believe  that  He  never 
really  gave  it  up  at  all  ?  Nay,  the  very  Comment  itfelf 
fhews  This  to  have  been  his  Meaning  j  for  you,  Sir, 
acknowledged  in  the  very  Paragraph,  which  He  hath 
quoted,  that  Mr.  P.  relinquifh'd  this  Salary  fox  no  other 
Reafon,  than  becaufe  the  Army  confifted  only  of  about 
7000  Men,  and  confequently  the  Poundage,  out  of 
which  it  was  paid,  was  lefs ;  and  thatjHe  accepted  of 
it  afterwards,  when  the  Increafe  of  the  Forces  increafed 
the  Eufmefs  of  the  Office,  and  took  away  the  Reafon  of 
his  declining  it  before.  Upon  this  Occafion,  He  had  a 
Right  to  ask  for  it,  if  he  pleafed  ;  but  his  Majefty's 
Goodnef?,  in  making  a  voluntary  Offer  of  it,  prevented 
any  Application,  had  He  been  difpofed  to  make  it. 

Let  me  ask  a  Friend  of  thefe  Writers,  whether  He 
does  not  think  that  fo  large  an  Augmentation  of  the 
Army,  at  this  Time,  did  not  give  Mr.  P.  an  Opportu- 
nity of  making  a  fine  Harveft,  if  He  had  been  a  Man 
,  of  a  rapacious  Spirit ;  and  whether  fome  other  Perfons 
might  not  have  ma^e  Ufe  of  the  Opportunity,  if  They 

had 
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had  been  in  the  Office.   But  I  defy  the  whole  World  to 
prove  that  He  made  a  Shilling  Advantage  of  it.  ■ 

He  was  not,  it  feems,  one   of   the  Children  of  this 
World. 

To  give  a  little  Colour  to  this  Prevarication,  Mr. 
Walfingham  tells  us  that  the  Time,  when  Mr.  P.  pre- 
tended to  give  up  this  Salary,  was  in  June  17 15,  from 
which  Time  the  Warrant  for  it  commences.  This  is  a 
downright  Falihood.  He  gave  it  up,  as  you  fay  very 
juftly  in  the  Craftfman,  when  He  firft  came  into  the 
Office  ;  for  if  He  had  not,  the  Warrant  for  it  would 
have  been  made  out  of  Courfe,  as  it  had  been  for  his 
PredeceJJcrs,  from  the  Time  of  his  coming  into  the  Of- 
fice ;  whereas  it  appears  from  the  Face  of  the  Warrant 
itfelf,  that  He  had  it  not  till  nine  Months  afterwards. 

What  a  mean  Piece  of  Sophiftry  and  Mifreprefenta- 
tion.  is  This  ?  I  cannot  call  it  a  Jefuitical  Artifice, 
No ;  it  is  the  knavifh  Trick  of  a  little,  petty  fogging 
Attorney,  who  cannot  fupport  his  Caufe  by  fair  Prac- 
tice ;  and  mch  are  the  Tricks,  which  thefe  Writers  find 
neceffary  to  blacken  the  Character  of  a  Gentleman,  who 
thinks  fit  to  oppofe  the  Meafures  of  their  Patron. 

Thefe  are  the  principal  Fails,  which  I  propofed  to 
clear  up  ;  but  it  will  be  expected,  perhaps,  that  as  I 
have  undertaken  the  Defence  of  this  Gentleman,  I  mould 
fay  fomething  concerning  the  private  Converfation, 
which  hath  occafion'd  fuch  an  Outcry  amongft  the 
Penfion-ary  Writers. 

I  don't  know,  Mr.  D"anvers,  how  far  it  may  be  pru- 
dent to  enter  upon  that  Subjecl,  confidering  the  mean 
Advantages,  which  have  been  already  taken  on  one 
Side ;  but  thus  much  I  will  venture  to  add  to  what 
you  have  *  already  obferved  ;  that  whilft  the  Truth  of 
what  is  alledged  Hands  vouch'd  upon  the  Honour  of 
one  Gentleman,  and  remains  utterly  uncontradicted  by 
the  other,  it  is  molt   ridiculoufly  abfurd  for  any  third 

*  See  the  Craftfman,  No.  26 1 . 
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Per  fori,  who  cannot  be  fuppofed  to  know  any  thing  of 
the"  Matter,  to  ftep  out  and  take  upon  Himfelf  to  argue 

againft  the  Credibility  of  it.     Had  the  M r  thought 

fit  to  pledge  his  Honour  on  one  Side,  in  Contradiction 
to  what  .the  Gentleman  afierted  on  the  other,  it  would 
be  proper  enough  to  reafon  on  Circumstances  of  Proba- 
bility ;  but  as  the  Cafe  ftands  at  prefent,  they  can  have 
no  Weight  on  bis  Side,  and  what  his  Advocates  advance, 
of  that  Nature,  deferves  no  Anfwer. 

The  Letter-writer  fays  that  He  dorft  believe  this 
Story  ;  and  as  for  Him,  I  dare  fay  the  Gentleman  don't 
care  a  Fig  whether  He  does  or  not.  The  World  hath 
it,  and  I  will  venture  to  give  my  Opinion,  that  how- 
ever angry  fame  Perfons  may  be  with  feeing  it  publifh'd, 
there  is  not  One  in  an  Hundred,  of  any  Party,  who 
does  not  believe  it.  Nay,  if  I  could  look  into  the  Let- 
ter-writer's Heart,  I  am  confident  it  would  appear  that 
He  believes  it  Himfelf. 

I  could  fay  a  great  deal  more,  if  I  were  not  reftrain'd 
by  that  fcandalous  Advantage,  which  is  always  taken, 
upon  thefe  Occaiions,  of  confolidating  the  Meafiires  of 
a  Minifier   with  the   peribnal  Intereft    of  the  Prince. 

This  Difficulty  is  always  thrown  in  the  Way  of 
Tbofe,  who  prefume  to  diffent  from  the  Man  in  Power. 
Every  Expreffion,  every  Word  is  wire-drawn  and  tor- 
tured into  fome  bad  Defign  againft  the  royal  Head, 
though  his  Servant  only  was  manifeftly  intended. 
Whereas  the  Writers  on  the  other  Side,  are  privileged 
to  fay  any  Thing,  without  confidering.  whom  it  may 
affect,  excepting  only  the  Perfon,  in  whofe  Caufe  they 
are  retain'd.  Whatever  Blunders  they  commit,  what- 
ever Falfhoods  They  aflert,  or  whatever  mifchievous 
Doctrines  They  advance,  are  all  overlooked ;  nay,  fbme- 
times  defended  ;  and  Zeal  for  their  Patron  covers  a 
Multitude  of  Sins  againft  their  Country. 

I  (hall  not  take  any  Notice  of  all  the  ridiculous  Cla- 
mour, which  hath  been  raifed  againft  divulging  Secrets, 
intrufted  in  Confidence  and  Intimacy  of  Frienafhip  ;  be- 

caule 


Ii8        tfhe  Craftsman.    Nc  270, 

caufe  you,  Mr.  Warners,  have  already  fhewn  the  Folly 
of  fuch  Arguments  in  the  prefent  Cafe.     What  paffed'. 

between  the  M r  and  the  Gentleman  accufed  was ' 

Private  Converfat ion, indeed;  becaufe  no  Body  elfe  was 
prefent ;  but  does  That  prove  any  Confidence,  or  Inti- 
macy of  Friendfoip  ? 1  remember  a  worthy  Mem- 
ber of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  a  brave  General,  at 
prefent  in  great  Favour,  thought  fit  to  complain,  in 
the  lail  Reign,  of  another  Member,  who  had  attemp- 
ted to  corrupt  Him  j  and  though  no  third  Per  [on  was  | 
prefent,  I  never  heard  Him  reproachM  with  betraying 
private  Converfation  ;  though  the  Gentleman,  who  made 
the  Attempt,  was  expell'd  for  it. 

This  fame  blabbing  and  telling  of  Tales  is,  no  doubt, 
a  very  naughty  Trick  j  and,  it  feems,  Mr.  P.  is  fadly 
addicted  to  it ;  for  He  is  charged  with  difcovering  ano- 
ther Secret,  which  He  ought  in  Honour  to  have  con- 
cealed; I  mean  the  foiemn  Vow  and  Covenant  (  as  it  is 
pleafantly  ftyled )  to  call  their  Patron  to  an  Account. — 
But  might  not  this  Combination  have  been  enter'd  into 
on  Purpofe  to  be  known  ? — Might  not  one  Defign  of 
it  be  to  prevent  the  World's  believing  (what  their  Pa* 
Iron  hath  often  falfely  and  arrogantly  given  out )  that 
the  Contention  was  only  about  Power  and  Places,  and 
that  He  could  have  any  of  the  Gentlemen  in  the  Op- 
pofition,  whenever  He  thought  fit  to  deal  with  them  ? 
—If  This  was  the  Defign  of  the  Combination,  I  can- 
not fee,  for  my  Part,  how  it  could  be  of  any  Ufe,  if 
it  had  not  been  known. 

But  what  Hurt  (  fays  the  Letter-writer  to  Mr.  P.) 
hath  your  Libel  done  the  Minifter  you  fo  furioufly  at- 
tack ?  Its  very  Virulence  hath  made  it  harmlefs. —  If 
fo,  for  Godfake,  why  hath  all  this  Buftle  been  made 
about  it  ?  Why  hath  the  Minifter  given  Himfelf  fo 
much  Trouble  and  put  the  Nation  to  fo  much  Expence 
to  prevent  the  Effe&s  of  it  ?  To  what  End  hath  all 
that  Swarm  of  Anti-Libels  been  fpread  through  the 
Kingdom  by  his  Authority  ?    What   Occafion    was 

there 
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there  for  Projections,  Preferments,  and  ibme  other 
extraordinary  Exertions  of  Power,  which  I  need  not 
mention,  againft  fuch  an  barmlefs  Libel,  that  hath 
done  the  poor  Man  no  Manner  of  Hurt  ? 

Nay,  He  goes  farther,  and  allures  the  Gentleman, 
that  his  Lihel  hath  been  fo  far  from  hurting  the  Mi- 
nifter,  that  it  hath  quite  ruitfd  Him/elf  Why  then 
there  is  Hill  lefs  Reaibn  for  all  theie  Proceedings  againft 
it.  It  is  true,  indeed,  that  the  bare  Suppofltion  of  his 
being  the  Author  of  it,  without  any  Proof,  hath  redu- 
ced Him  to  the  Station  of  a  private,  Country  Gentle- 
man; and  alas !  Sir  John  Gonfon  is  now  a  greater  Man 
than  He.  One  pub  lick  Tru/lonly  is  left  Him,  and  That 
is  a  Seat  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  which  happened  to 
be  given  Him  by  the  Suffrages  of  the  People,  and 
which  nobody  hath  a  Power  to  take  away  but  the  Re~ 
i  prefentatives  of  the  People  affembled  in  Parliament.  Yet 
God  knows  how  long  He  may  enjoy  even  That ;  for 
the  Letter^writer  gives  Him  broad  Hints  of  what  is  in- 
tended, and  I  would  not  have  Him  look  upon  them 
with  too  much  Contempt,  iince  they  tally  To  exactly 
with  the  open  Menaees,  which  have  been  publickly 
fpread  abroad,  and  with  ibme  other  Practices  of  a 
private  Nature. 

But  to  be  ferious.  ■  Though  feme  Perfons  may 

have  been  fo  bafe  as  to  conceive,  and  fo  weak  as  to 
talk  of  fuch  a  Defign,  I  hope  Mr.  P.  hath  good  Senfe 
and  Spirit  enough  to  laugh  at  Them  and  to  let  Them  at 
Defyance.  His  known  Zeal  for  the  Laws  of  his  Coun- 
try, which  He  hath  in  no  Inftance  offended,  and  his 
unfeign'd  Attachment  to  the  Intereft  of  the  prefent 
Royal  Family,  whom  He  will  always  lerve,  but  never 
flatter  or  deceive,  will  be  a  fufficient  Security  to  Him 
in  the  Day  of  Trial  %  when  I  doubt  not  thefe  rafh 
Men  will  rind  Themfelves  miftaken,  if  They  truft  to 
their  Power,  and  flatter  Themfelves  with  Hopes  that 
.Britifb  Gentlemen  will  be  influenced,  in  any  Aflem- 

blv, 
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bly,  to  commit  Acts  of  Violence  and  Seventy,  whicl 
no  Jury  in  England  can  lawfully  do. 

To  conclude The  Reader  will  oblerve  that  it  i: 

nqt  only  a  troublefome,  but  almoft  a  fcandalous  Task; 
to  follow  Jucb  Writers ;  for  what  Reputation  is  to  be 
got  by  proving  fuch  a  Fellow  as  Walfingham  guilty  o; 
a  thoufand  Falfhoods  ?  There  is  Indignity  in  the  very 
Conqueft.  It  is  juit  like  encountering  a  Chimney  Swee- 
per's little  Boy  in  .the  Street,  who  calls  Names  and 
keeps  you  at  a  Diftance,  becaufe  you  are  afraid  of  frriut- 
ting  your  Cloaths.  I  fhall  therefore  take  no  farthej 
Notice  of  thefe  Scribblers,  and  hope  the  reft  of  Mr, 
P's  friends  will  let  the  Controverfy  drop  here,  unlei; 
the  Patron's  own  Hand  mould  diftinguifh  itfelf  again3 
and  add  fome  little  Credit  to  the  Difpute. 
CD.  I  am,  S  IR,  fc/V. 


Nc  271.     Saturday,  Sept.  11,  1731. 

\H  E  more  I  read-  and  reflect  upon  the 
Writings  of  my  Adverjaries,  the  more 
I  admire  their  Sagacity,  Moderation  and 
Virtue.  I  am  fometimes  almoft  temp- 
ted to  become  their  Convert,  and  I  -be- 
lieve nothing  could  diffuade  me  from  it 
but  fome  unfafhionable  Qualms  of  Confcience,  and  the 
Dread  of  thofe  uncourteous  Appellations,  which  a  fuf- 
fering  People  are  apt  to  Hx  on  the  Advocates  of  Tbofe, 
whom  They  elleem  their  Oppreffbrs. 

The  Writers  for  Men  in  Power  have  feveral  very- 
great  Advantages  over  Thofe,  who  engage  on  the  other 
Side.  They  are  at  full  Liberty  to  fay  what  They 
pleaie  with  Impunity,  and  without  Reitraint.  They 
may  afiert  notorious  Falfhoods,  glaring  Abfurdities  and 
palpable  Contradictions.     They  are  under  no  Neceifity 

of 
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cf  flicking  to  the  main  Point  in  Difpute-,  but  if  They 
find  themfelves  prefs'd  too  hard  in  an  Argument,  may 
fly  off  to  perfonal  Altercations,  and  endeavour  to  divert 
the  Attention  of  the  Publick,  by  entering  into  fecret 
Hi/lory  and  private  Correspondence.  Nay,  They  may 
advance  Doctrines  inconfiflent  with  the  fundamental 
Laws  and  Conjiitution  of  their  Country,  provided  they 
have  any  immediate  Tendency  to  the  Juftification  of 
their  Patrons. 

About  three  Years  ago,  the  Succeffion  of  *  Don 
Carlos  to  the  Italian  Dominions  was  represented  as  an 
Affair  of  the  moll:  dangerous  Confequence  to  all  Europe., 
and  particularly  of  Great  Britain ;  but  in  the  Space  of 
about  (even  or  eight  Months,  the  worthy  Author  found 
3ut  his  Miftake  and  told  us,  without  any  Hefitation, 
that  this  very  Succeffion  was  the  Majler-ftring  of  Poli- 
ticks, which  his  Patron  had  at  laji  touch? a  with  Sue- 
vfs. 

When  the  -Enquiry  was  written,\the  Guaranty  of  the 

Emperor's  hereditary  Dominions  was  thought  an  unrea- 

onable  Demand  on  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  and 

jat  learned  Author  justifies  the  Refufal  of  it  in  thefol- 

owing  Manner.  ■  "  Certainly  no  one  can  think 

but  that  it  was  wifely  and  happily  judged  to  refu'e  a 

Guaranty,  which  might  have  been  attended  with  fo 

fatal   Confequences ;  for  as   the  Emperors  Children 

are  now  Females  only,  and  the  Influence  of  that  Suc- 

ceffion  upon  Europe  muft  depend  On. the  Marriage  i 

of  thefe  Females  ;  and  as  no  one  then  knew  to  what 

Princes  They  might  be  hereafter  marry'd ;  it   was 

wife  in  his  Majefty  not  to  oblige  Himfelf  to  fupport 

a  Succeffion,  which  might   poffibly,  by  fome  future 

Marriages,  become  formidable  to  the  reft  of  Europe, 

and  fatal  in  the  End  to  Britain  itfelf." He  goes 

rther,  and  adds ;  "  That  the  Emperors  Guaranty  of 
the  Succeffion  here,  in  his  Majefty' s  Family,  {upon 
Vol.  VIII.  M  «  our 
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"  our  obtaining  the  Poffeffion  of  Sicily  for  Him)  cannot 
,-.."  be  judged  a  good  Argument  for  his  Majefly  to  become 
S(  a  Guarantee  of  a  Succejfion,  of  the  Confequences  of 
•*'*  which  to  his  own  Kingdoms,  and  the  rell  of  Europe, 
,:"  no  Judgment  could  be  made,  'till  the  Marriages  of 
iS  the  two  Arch-Dutcheffes  mould  come  to  be  fettled 
•'.'  and  known."— — This  was  the  courtly  Way  of  rea- 
foning,  in  the  Year  1727;  and  if  it  is  grown  obfolete 
now,  it  muft  be  imputed  to  tbofe  Vicijfitudes  and  .to  that 
Flucl 'nation  of  Affairs,  which  have  been  fo  much  com- 

plain'd  of  ilnce  that  Time.-" But  let  us  come  to 

fome  more  recent  Jnilances  of  the  Wifdom  and  Modefty 
of  the  minifierial  Writers. 

We  have  lately  feen  an  Addrefs  to  the  "People  of  Great 
Britain,  occafiotfd  by  the  Republication  of  the  Craft/mani 
in  which  all  the  Delays,  Difficulties  and  Mifcarriages 
of  cur  foreign  Affairs,  for  feveral  Years  pall,  are  laid 
at  our  Door  ;  and  the  Liberty  of  the  Prefs  is  proved  to 
be  defiructive  of  the  State.  What  Ihall  I  fay  to  this 
Charge,  or  how  defend  myfelf  againft  the  Storm,  which 
is  threaten'di  For  if  the  Prefs  is  really  fuch  a  terrible 
Engine,  and  hath. indeed  knock'd  all  -our  late  wife  Ne- 
gotiations on  the  Head,  the  Parliament,  no  Doubt,  will 
take  this  Grievance  into  Consideration,  as  They  have 
been  frequently  calFd  upon  to  do,  and  remove  fuch  a 
/tumbling  Block  out  of  the  Way  of  our  Minifter.  '  .  ■ 
Who  would  not  buy  a  Peace  with  the  Dellruclion  of  fo 
.  mifchievous  an  Evil  as  the  Liberty  of 'the  Prefs ;  efpe- 
cially  if  it  can  be  bought  at  no  other  Price  ? 

That  pretty  Dealer  in  Words,  Mr.  Walfingham,  hath 
.likewife  given  us  jfeveral  pregnant  Inftances  of  his  fine 
Judgment  and  great  Regard  for  political  Virtue  in  his 
late  Writings  -,  particularly,  where  He  threatens  us  with 
^.Treatife  upon  pub  lick  Corruption,  by  an  able 
Hand,  when  the  Seafon  of  the  Tear  fhall  make  the  En- 
quiry proper.  Since  He  hath  been  fo  good  as  to  let  us 
know  before-hand  from  what  Quarter  this  learned  Piece 
;  is  to  come,  I  fuppofe  it  is  defign'd  as  a  Comment  oh 

the 
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the  Text  of  Clodius  and  Cicero,  or  the  fame  worthy 
Doctrine,  lately  maintain'd  in  the  Cambridge  Letter ; 
and  as  We  are  told  that  it  is  to  fee  the  Light,  when  the 
Sea/on  of  the  Year  Jhall  make  the  Enquiry  proper,  I 
am  fomewhat  apprehenfive  that  it  is  calculated  to  pave 
the  Way  for  the  third  Rej  eel  ion  of  the  Pension  Bill. 
For  my  Part,  I  begin  already  to  dread  the  Approach 
of  that  Seafon,  and  cannot  help  being  in  ibme  Pain  for 
the  Patrons  of  a  Bill,  which  is  deftinM  tcffall  a  Sacri- 
fice to  this  able  Hand.  However,  let  Him  appear ; 
and  if  He  mould  prove  Corruption  a  puhlick  Benefit, 
(like  fome  other  private  Vices,  J-V/q  mull  fubmit,  and 
.take  fo  much  Shame  to  ourielves  as  to  recant  all  out 
/editions  Harangues  againft  it. 

The  judicious  Mr.  Osborne  feems  to  have  the  fame 
Scheme  in  View,  by  his  DiiTertation  of  the  28  th  of 
Auguft  laft :  in  which  He  .maintains  this  excellent 
Thefis,  that  Bribery  is  no  Corruption;  fo  that  there  ap- 
pears to  be  a  concerted  Deiign  amongft  thefe  Writers  to 
"(demolifh  that  mtowardly  Bill,  and  eilablilh  the  more;;, 
as  well  as  political  Expediency  oiPenfions,  on  a  lalting 
Foundation. — It  mull  however  be  acknowledged  that 
thefe  Gentlemen  have  acted  a  verv  candid  Part,  in  giving 
us  fo  much  Warning  and  putting  us  on  our  Defence.' 

I  am  Hill  farther  delighted  with  Mr.  Walfinghamh 
Modefty  and  good  Senfe,  wmen  He  defires  us  to  enter 
into  a  Specification  of  the  Particulars,  and  to  fi>ew  the 
Iniquity  of the B  ank  Contract;  which  He  fays  He 
hath  hardly  heard  accufed. — Strange  !  that  fo  con/urn- 
mate  a  Politician  mould  never  have  heard  any  Com-' 
plaints  of  a  Tranfaclion,  which  was  the  Ruin  of  io  many 
Thoufands  !  ^—  I  am  fure  it  hath  often  been  mentioned 
in  the  late  Difputes ;  particularly  in  a  Pamphlet,  (in- " 
titled  Some  Confederations  on  the  national  Debts,  Sec.)  ' 
which  never  yet  received  any  Anfwer.  I  will  refrelh 
his  Memory  with  a  Paragraph  or  two  out  of  it  j  which 
will  be  as  fair  and  proper,  at  leaft,  as  his  late  Quota- 
tions  from-  Clodius  and  Cicero,  of  infamous  Memory  3 

Ma-  or  ' 
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©r  Mr.  W -lis    Defence  of  Himfelf  •  againft  the 

judgment  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons. 

»  "  To  whom  can  the  dangerous  and  mifchie' 

vous  Part  of  the  South  Sea  Scheme,  be  fo  juftly  impu- 
ted as  to  Those,  who  thus  eftablifh'd  a  Trade 
with  the  Companies,  (meaning  by  the  general  Fund) 
which  is  known  to  be  admirably  well  calculated  for 
other  Putppfes,  befides  the  puhllck  Good  ?  For  when 
this  Method  had  been  once  introduced,  it  became 
•  almoit,  impracticable  to  leave  it  off ;  though  all  the 
•*  rCai  Good,  refulting  from  it  to  the  Publick,  might 
"  have  been  obtained  by  our  Credit  at  that  Time,  and 
**  the  proper  Affiftance  of  the  Companies,  in  that  plain 
«  Way  practiced  In  Holland,  by  changing  the  Orders^ 
€i  or  Jffgnments  of  the  State  Creditors  into  others,  car- 
"  rying  a  -lower  Inter  eft. 

(i  However,  even  when  this  Method  was  refolved 
«*•  on,  the  ruinous  Confequences  of  the  South  Sea  Scheme 
61  might  have  been  avoided,  had  not  a  certain  Gentle.- 
il  man,  by  his  Intimacy  and  Friendfhip  with  the  Di- 
(i  rectors  of  the  Bank,  engaged  Them  and  the  S.  S. 
"■  Company  in  that  great  Contention  for  the  extraordi- 
**  nary  and,  I  may  truly  fay,  imaginary  Profits  of  this 
"'  Bargain,  even  tho'  it  had  been  purchafed  for  jive 
"  Millions,  which  was  actually  offer'd  by  the  Bank* 
**  What  induced  this  Gentleman  to  encourage  fuch  a 
"  Contention,  I  mall  leave,  the  World  to  judge  by  his 
"  Conduct  afterwards ;  but  it  mews  very  plainly,  that 
"  though  He  thought  fit  to  oppofe  the  S.  S.  Company 
i(  upon  this  Occafion,  He  had  no  Diilike  to,,  or  mean 
"  Opinion  of  the  Projecl  itfelf 

"  It  cannot  be  deny'd,  that  it  was  this  Competi- 
«s"  tion  between  thofe  two  great  C6?npanies,  which  gave 
<fo  fo  prodigious  a  Rife  to  the  S.S.  Stock,  and  laid  the 
"  Foundation  of  all  the  Calamities,  that  follow'd  upon 
u  the  Execution  of  this  Scheme ;  Which  was  afterwards 
"  farther  extended  to  the  Ruin  of  many  innocent  Fa- 
**  milies,.  that  would  have  otherwife  eicaped,  had  it 

"not 
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"  not  been  for  the  perfidious  and  moft  infamous  Pro- 

e<  ceedings  upon  the  Bank  Contract -And  it 

st  ranft  be  confefs'd  that  this  Affair,  confider'd  in  all 
"  its  Circumitances,  was  fuch  a  cool,  deliberate  Scene 
"  of  Iniquity,  as  was  never  before  practiled  in  any  ci~ 
"  vilized  Nation,  and  will- perpetuate  to  all  Pofterity 
"  the  Memories  of  the  Contrivers  and  Atlors  of  it, 
'•'  without  the  Help  of  any  other  monument. 

fi  Nothing  therefore  can  be  more  aftoni  flung  than  to 

' :i  hear  the   Nece/Jity  of  prefervirig  the  -pub lick   Credit 

}  '  pleaded    in  Excufe  for  fuch  an  Aclton,   (  as    if  any 

1  NcceJJity  could  juftify  it ! )  when  it  is.  likewife  plainly 

•  to  be  proved    that  this  notorious  Violation    of  Faith 

'contributed   more    to  the  iinkirig'of  fublick  Credit' 

I  «  than  all   the  wrong  Steps,    which  had  been   taken 

I  '  before,   in  the  Execution  of  tins  Scheme;  for   it  in- 

I f  creafed  the  LofTes  of  the  Unfortunate,  and  added   to 

I  '  their  Numbers,  by  giving  Thofe,  who  were  in   this 

|:|  valuable  but  iniquitous  Secret,    an   Opportunity  to 

?j '  fell  out  at  400  /.  per  Cent.znd  buy   in  again  under 

[j*  90  1.  fo  that  it  was  indeed  the  molt   comp/eat  Piece 

I'  of  Management  in  this  ever-memorable  Year. 

It  hath  likewife  been  frequently  obferved,  in   other 
Vritings,  that  this  Contrail  was  drawn  up.  by  the  Pa- 
''offs  own  Hands,  and  afterwards  cancell'd  by  his  own 
(H  'tie  Arts,  to  the  Ruin  of  Thoufands,  when  the  wicked 
'urpofes  of  it  were  ferved. —If  Mr.  Walfingham  de- 
res  any  farther  Specification  of  Particulars,  He   may 
Xpeft  it,  when  the  Sea  fan  of  the  Yearjhall  make  the  En- 
Muiry  proper. 
j   But  fmce  the  Confederations  on  the  publick  Debts  are 
I  ow  before  me,    I  hope  that  ingenious   Advocate   will 
indulge  me  in  another  Quotation,    which  deferyes  the 
'.xercitation  of  his  acute  Pen. 

"  It  is  fcarce  pofnble,  fays  the  Author,  to  read  the 
1  Articles  of  1,603,987  1.  8  s.  and  three  Half-pence, 
and  548,939  1.  12  s.  6  d.  three  Farthings  in 
Army-Debentures  paid  off,  without  being  apt 
to  go  into  the  common  Opinion  that  one  Million 
M  ?  i(  an  J 
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u 'and  an  half,  at  leaft,  of  this  Sum  may  be  jufti 
**'  look'd  upon  as  a  Debt,  contracted  fince  1 7 1 6  ;  fc 
"  I  believe  I  may  appeal  to  the  *  Gentlemen,  t 
"  whom  the  Coniideration  o£  this  Debt  was  referr'c 
*'  foon  after  his  late  Majefty's  AccefTion,  whether  upo  I 
"  the  View,  which  They  then  had  of  it,  The 
Sf  thought  it  could  ever  exceed  500,000 I.  and  W 
"-  know  very  well  w?hat  Cenfures  a  -f  Gentleman  fu 
n  fer'd  afterwards,  for  eftimatihg  it  even  fo  high  i ' 
6(1  at  400,000  1.  only. 

*'  But,  perhaps,  when  We  conlider   the  extraord: 
91  nary  Management  of  this  Affair,  it  will  not  be  fui ; 
"  prizing  to  find  the  Debt  fwelTd  to   fo  exorbitant  ,, 
'*'  Sum.  At  firft,  the  Commiffioners   were  empow^er'i 
S(  to  Hate  and  allow  only   the   Regimental   Account ; 
a*  for  Pay,  C loathing,  &c.  and  They  were  reftrain'd  ! 
"  by  the  AB  30  of  the  late  King,  from  allowing  an; 
**  Demands  but  what  were  purfuant  to  EJlabliJhment.  j 
**  or  authorized  by   Warrants  fign'd  by  his   Majefb 
**  and  connterfign'd  by  the  Treafury  ;    but  afterwards 
"  by  an  AS  4Q  of  the  King,  thefe  remarkable  Word 
V  were  added  to  the  former  Oath,  viz.  and  to   exa 
**  mine  and  fiat e  the  Demands  of  fever  al  foreign  Prin 
"  ces   and  States  for  Subfidies,  during  the  late  War 
4i  This  furnifh'd  an  Occafion  to  feveral,    extravagan 
8*  Impofition?,  and  was,  in  a, Manner,  publishing  a  S 
**  quis  to  all  the  Princes  and  States  of  Europe  to  forn 
"  Demands  upon    us;  but  how  We  came  to  be  f( 
4i  particularly  indulgent  to  thefe  Debts,    that  Intereji 
*•■  was  allowed  them  from  the  24th   of  June    1717 
"  { though   many  of  them  were  not  fettled  and  deter- 
«'  mined  till  four,  or  five  Years  afterwards)  I   mufl 
M  leave  to  others  to  explain. 

''  Thefe  Debentures  were  from  30  1.  to  35  1.  per 
«'  Cent.  Difcount,  before  any  Fund  was  fettled  for  the 

"  Pay- 

*  The  Right  Honourable  Sir  R.  W.  and  W.  P.  Efo . 
f  Archibald .  Hutchinfon,  Efq; 
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**  Payment  of  the  Interejf ;  but  a  little  before  That 
"  was  done,  they  were  pick'd  up,  at  that  low  Price, 
M  by  {omz few  Perfons ;  which,  it  is  faid,  have  laid 
"  the  Foundation  of  Eftates,  that  may  vye  with  the 
"  moil  antlent  Families  m  this -Kingdom  ;  and,  hy  a 
"  particular  good  Fortune,  they  have  been  chofen  out 
"  of  all  the  Debts  of  thePublick  to  hz  firft  paid  off; 
"  though  they  had  originally  no  Fund  for  the  Pay- 
"  ment  of  Principal,  or  Interejf. 

I  fhall  conclude  with  a  PaiTage  from  one  of  Cato's 
Letters*  which  gives  us  a  very  odd  Account  of  ano- 
ther Country,  where  it  feems  fuch  Artifices  as  Thefe 

were  frequently  practiced. Don't  fay,  Mr.  Wal- 

Jingham,  that-  1  make  any  Application. 

"  I  have  heard  of  a  Court  fome  where  abroad,  which 
f*  having  ask'd,  upon  a  particular  Occafion,  four  hun- 
"  dred  thoufand  Pounds  of  the  States,  found  Ways  and 
f*  Means  of  ftretching  that  Sum  to  two  Millions.  It 
*'  was  -obferved  of  the  fame  Court,  that  it  had  the 
f*  Art  of  raifmg  Molehills  into  Mountains,  and  iink- 
*'  ing  Mountains  into  Molehills ;  of  disbanding  Armies 
" '  without  breaking  them  ;  of  increafing  Debts._by  the 
"  Means-  of  paying  them  ;  of  being  engaged  in  an  ex- 
"^penjive  War  during  a  profound  Peace ;  of  gaining  for 
"  the  Country,  at  a  vaft  Charge,  Advantages,  which' 
f«  the  Country  never  reap'd  nor  faw ;  of  employing 
"  Money  obvroufl^  againft  the  Inter  eft  of  that  Na- 
"  tion,  and  yet  getting  the  Nation  to  pay  it;  ofpur- 
"  chafing  other  Countries  at  the  Expence  of  their  own, 
*(  and  againft  its  Inter  eft  ;  of  procuring  from  the  Coun- 
"  try  at  one  Time  a  great  Sum,  without  telling  why 

it  was  wanted,  but .  promising  to  tell,  and  yet  never 

telling  ;  and  in  fine,  after  many  other  the  like  Facts, 
"  of  obtaining  by<  an  Arret  of  Security,  Remiffion  of 
u  all  their  paft  Faults^  without  owning  any,  and yet 
"  going  on  to  commit  more ;  for,  as  Tully  well  obferves, 
**  qui  fern  el  verecundiss  Fines  trayifterit,  Sum  bene-  & 
"  naviter  opprtet  ^£  I  m  p  y  d  e  n  t  £  m  ;  F>- 

Saturday,, 


a 


xi8        ?&  Craftsman.    N0  if'%. 


MB 

N°  272.  Saturday  September  1%  1731, 


HOUGH  I  have  treated  the  common  \ 
Herd  of  Scribblers  with  that  Contempt, 
which  They  deferve,  I  have  always 
paid  a  particular  Regard  to  the  leafVAp- 
pearance  of  Merit,  or  Ability  in  my  ' 
Adverfa?ies,  even  when  They  have  been 
the  moll  ftrenuoulTy  exerted  againfl  me.  Notwith- 
ftanding  the  fevere  Treatment,  which  I  have  met  with 
from  the  Author  of  the  Flying  F '-oft,  it  muft  be  acknow- 
ledged that  I  have  never  attempted  to  depreciate  his 
polemical  Abilities,  but  have  always  done  Him  the 
Juftice  to  diftinguifh  between  his  Writings  and  the 
v/retched  Imitations  of  Walfingham  and  Osborne. 

I  deflgn  to  give  my  Readers  another  Inflance  of  the 
fame  Candour  and  Impartiality  in  this  Paper. 

I  prefume  the  following  Advertifetnent  cannot  have 
efcaped  any  Body's  Notice,  viz.' 

This  Day  is  publiflfd  the  fecond  Edition  of 

The  Hyp-Doctor  N°  39,  with  a  fine  Family 
Piclure  in  the  Van  thereof,  a  Rod  for  a  FcoPs  Back  -,  j 
or  forty  Stripes  fave  one  ;  That  is,  This  is  the  nine  and 
thirtieth  Hyp-Do6lor  j  in  which  are  fervid  up  in  Sippets 
the  following  Dainties,  fit  for  the  Palate  of  a  Prig, 
pragmatical  Patriot eer  j  i .  An  Anfwer  to  my  Coujin 
D'AnversV  laft  Saturday's  Survey  of  Mr.  P's  Eftate, 
2.  A  Reply  to  his  Ultimatum  ;  his  Challenge  of  all 
Challenges,  which  He  tells  us  not  one  Advocate  of  the 
Minifiry  hath  dared  fblefs  us  all!)  to  attempt-,  viz^ 
&  Vindication  of  .the  'right  Hon>  Sir  R.  W;  in  Regard  to 

the 
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tbeBAUK  Contract,  and  the  South-Sea  Screen, 
As  the  Saying  is ;    in  a  clear  and  concife  cutting  up  of 
thofe  two  prodigious  Problems.— —Noticfucb  is  tb-e 
winning  Nag. 

We  were  likewife  given  to  underftand  in  the  Daily 
Journal  of  Sept.  9,  that  the  laft  Hyp-Do£tor  was 
thought  to  have  a  Mixture  of  Wit,  Humour,  Reafoning 
and  Fail,  on  the  Screen  and  Bank  Contract,  that  gives 
it  a  jujl  Preference  to  any  political  Paper  extant. 

This  Recommendation  fpurr'd  up  my  Curioli tyy  anci 
made  me  impatient  to  read  a  Piece,  which  bore  fo  di- 
itinguifh'd  a  Character  in  the  Newspapers.  I  fent  my 
old  Man  Trujly  immediately  for-  it  j  and  having  perufed 
it  with- due  Attention,  I  cannot  forbear  acknowledging 
that  it  more  than  anfwer'd  my  Expectation  and,  unlike 
moll  of  our  modern"  Productions,  exceeded  even  the 
Title  itfelf.  There  is  fomething  venerably  ludicrous  in 
the  Style  of  it  5  an  happy  Mixture  of  Solemnity  and 
Burlefque,  which  is  above  all  Imitation^  and  can  flow 
only  from  ,  the  Pen  of  Sir  Ifaac  Radcliffe,  of  Elbow- 
Lane,  or  the  renown'dORATOR  of  Clare-Market.  It 
is,  indeed,  a  mofr.  extraordinary  Perform.ance3  Co  full 
of  fheer  Wit,  true  Humour  and  mafculine  Argument, 
that  I  am  Unprized  to  find  the  Author  complain  of 
Neglect,  and  that  his  Papers  are  not  yet  propagated 
through  the  Kingdom,  at  the  publick  Expence,  ■  by  the 
Authority  of  that  great  Person,  in  whofe  Caufe  He 
appears.  But  let  Him  not  defpair.  Walfingham  and 
Osborne  were  obliged  to  go  through  a  Courfe  of  Proba- 
tion, before  They  were  admitted  licenfed  Advocates ; 
and  I  make  no  Doubt  that  I  mall  foon  have  the  Pleafure 
to  congratulate  Him  upon  his  Promotion  to  the  fame 
Honour.  I  fpeak  This  from  my  high  Opinion  of  the- 
great  Man's  Difcernment,  and  from  fomething  peculiar 
in  the  Compofition  of  this  Writer,  which  feems  to  re- 
commend Him  to  Notice  and  Protection.  He  hath  an 
happy  Talent  of  writing  about  nothing,  and  amufing 

his- 
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his  Readers,  as  the  great  Man  does  his  Auditors,  witl 
an  odd  Kind  of  Words  and  Phrafes,  which  founc 
prettily  enough  to  the  Ear,  but  have  no  determiriat' 
Meaning.  He  hath  belides  a  tolerable  good  Bronz< 
upon  his  Face,  and  will  not  be  eaiily  put  out  of  Coun 
tenance,  whenKe  is  catch'd  in  a  Falihood,  or  a  Blunder 
by  the  captious  Writers  on  the  ether  Side.  There  i; 
likewife  another  Circumllance  in  his  Favour,  which  i 
muft  not  omit ;  I  mean  his  being  a  new  Convert,  0 
Profelite  from  the  male-content  Party  j  for  Converts,  W< 
all  know,  have  been  lately  very  much  carefs'd  and  en 
couraged.  Though  He  {till  continues  a  little  heretical 
as  the  Saying  is,  in  nis  Church  Tenets,  He  is  grown  per 
fectly  orthodox  in  State  Matters,  arid  promifes  to  make 
no  inconfiderable  Figure  amongft  our  other  fptriiual  Ad 
voca'es  for  temporal  Mi/carriages,  who  have  the  Mifor- 
tune  to  lye  under  the  fame  Imputation  as  to  their  reli- 
gious Opinions.  Methinks,  I  fee  Him  already  introduced , 
amongft  them,  and  entering  into  a  Concert  with  then 
for  the  Defence  of  their  common  Patron. 

There  is  but  one  Thing,  which  can  poffibly  difcou- j 
rage  this  worthy  Gentleman  in  the  Profecution  of  his  Un- 
dertaking X  and  That  is  the  Rebuff,  which  He,  is  ivj\ 
to  have  received  from  the  great  Man,  when  He  for- 
merly offer'd  Him  the  Service  of  his  Pen.  But  Thing; 
are  fb  much  alter'd  fince,  that  no  certain  Conclufiorj 
can  be  drawn  from  this  Circumllance,  if  it  is  really 
•true,  nor  ought  it  to  give  Him  the  leaft  Uneaiinefs.  It 
is  well  known  that  the  great  Man  afFefted  to  defpife 
all  his  Adverfaries  at  that  Time,  as  a  little,  contempti- 
ble  Faclion,a.nd  threatened  to  march  out  againft  Them 
with  no  other  Armour  than  the  Breaftplate  of  Innocence 
and  Righteoujnefs  y  but  They  continued  their  Attacks  fo 
vigoroufly,  and  prefs'd  Him  fo  home  in  every  Part, 
that  He  found  Himfelf  unable  to  withftand  the  Shock 
any  longer,  without  calling  in  the  Affiftance  of  fome 
auxiliary  Troops,  whom  He  hath  been  obliged  to  keep 
in  his  Pay  ever  fince,    and  even   to  augment  their 

Numbers. 
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Numbers.  The  Hyp-Dotlor  may  therefore  depend  upon 
it,  that  He  will  not  fufFer  {o  extraordinary  a  Genius  to 
languifh  much  longer  in  Obfcurity,  for  want  of  a  little 
Encouragement,  and  proper  Orders  to  the  Poft  Office, 
whilfl  fuch  inferior  Drudges  as  Walfingbam  and  Os- 
borne are  basking  in  the  full  Sunfhine  of  his  Favour. 

If  any  Perfons  can  entertain  the  leaft  Doubt  of  his 
fuperior  Merit  and  Abilities  for  a  minifterial  Advocate, 
let  Them  only  take  a  Survey  of  his  laft  Paper,  where 
They  will  find  an  ample  Defence  of  the  great  Man 
upon  two  Topicks,  which  none  of  his  Brother  Writers 
have  ever  had  the  Courage  to  attempt,  though  often 
defy 'd  -to  do  it.  Thefe  Topicks  are  the  Bank  Con- 
tract, and  the  South  Sea  Screen. 

As  to  the  frft,  He  tells  us  very  plainly  that  Mr.  W. 
was  not  then  a  Minifter,  and  therefore  had  no  Autho- 
rity to  compel  the  Bank  to  buy  South  Sea  Stock  at  400/. 
fer  Cent.    Neither  could  He  perjiiade  Them  to  it,  nor 
\  impofe  upon  Them  in  it — Why  ?— Becaufe  a  money* d 
i  Company  muft  knozv  the  proportional  Value  of  the  Stock  as 
aJ) ell  as  He,    and  therefore  could  not  be  ?mfled. — Is  not 
,  This  a  full  Confutation  of  Thofe,  who  have  invidiously 
fuggefted   that  though  Mr.   W.    was  not  actually   a 
Minifter  at  that  Time,   He  had  made  his  Terms  with 
the  Miniftry ;  that  with  this  View  He  had  a  principal 
Hand  in  drawing  up  the  Bank  Contracl,  and  afterwards 
I  in  getting  it  annulPd,  as  He  had  promifed  to  do,  if  it 

I  did  not  turn  to  their  Advantage  ? Thus  clearly  and 

,\concifely  hath  He  cut  up  one  of  thefe  prodigious  Problems. 

As  to  the  Screen,   He  is  itill  more  clear  and  con  rife  ; 

for  He  tells  us  that  it  was  abfolutely  necefTary  at  that 

,Time — for  what? — Why  to  keep  out  the  Pretender. 

With  another  Dafh  of  his  Pen  He  makes  the  Screener 

a  greater  Man  than  all  the  Miniftry,  at  that  Time,  put 

together;  viz.    the  Earl  of  Sunderland,   the  Earl  of  Go- 

\  dolphin,    Earl  Stanhope  and  the  Duke  of  Marlborough ; 

for  He  did  more  than  all  of  Them  at  that  Crifis ;  and 

He,  that  did  more  than  the  Miniftry,  was  greater  than 

the 
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/&?  MinJftry,    and  deferved  to  fucceed — Thus  you  fee 
his  Title  to  Power  is  fully  made  out. 

I  muft  confefs,  I  do  not  perfectly  comprehend  tht 
Reafon  of  mentioning  the  Duke  of "Marlborough  and  tht 
Earl  o&Godolphin  amongft  the  Minijlers,  at  that  Time- 
for  .  if  my  Memory  does  not  fail  me  very  much,  th\ 
Earl  of  Godolphin  had  been  dead  many  Years  before, 
and  the  Duke  of "Marlborough \  who  was  very  infirm, 
had  no  Share  in  the  Adminiitration ;  but  his  oratorm 
Reverence  had  fome  good  Reafon,  no  doubt,  for  this 
Piece  of  Atiachronifm. 

There  is  one  particular  Circumflance,  in  which  He 
hath  eminently  diftinguifh'd  Himfelf  from  his  Brother 
Advocates,  and  appears  iingularly  confiftent  with  Him- 
felf. He  judged  very  rightly  that  He  could  not  defend 
the  Conduct  of  his  Patron,  in  the  Year  1720,  without 
giving  upCato,  who  chrifierid  /^Screen,  as  He 
obferves  very  juftly  ;  whereas  thole  eternal  Blunderer?, 
Osborne  and  Walfingham,  are  continually  extolling  the 
Writings  of  that  Gentleman,  in  Oppofition  to  Me ;  and 
Walfingham,  in  particular,  hath  the  filly  Impudence 
to  maintain  that  Cato^s  Letters  can  be  of  no  Ufe  to  my 
Delign.  As  a  Proof  of  This  He  hath  given  us  a  Jarge 
Extract  from  one  of  the  Difcourfes,  prefix'd  to  the  firft 
Volume  ©f  the  late  Translation  of  Tacitus,  publifn'd 
feveral  Years  after,  and  dedicated  to. Sir  R.  W.  which 
is  juft  as  much  to  the  Purpofe,  as  if  I  mould  afTert  that 
Dr.  Sherlock  (i  mean  the  Father  of  our  prefmt  excellent 
Prelate)  never  made  any  Objections  to  the  Tide  of 
'Km'gWilliam^  hecaufe  He  afterwards  wrote  a  Book  in 
Defence  of  it. 

I  believe  the  furtnving  Author  cf  CatoV  Letters 
will  not  think  Himfelf  in  the  leaft  obliged  to  Mr. 
Walfingham  for  giving  occaiion  to  this  Difpute,  in 
order  to  divert  another  1  nor  for  the  foolifh,  inconfiflenC' 
Flattery,  with  which  He  is  continually  bedaubing 
Him;  I  fay  foolifh  and  inconfijlent ;  becaufe  it  is  evi- 
dent from  thofe  Papers  themielves,   that  the  very  fame 

faewt 
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Views  and  Defigns  were  imputed  to  Cato,  which  have 
been  fince  imputed  to  Mr.  WAnvers ;  filch  as  Faclion, 
Sedition  and  Jacobitifm.  But  my  prefent  Intention 
is  only  to  fhew  that  one  of  the  principal  Defigns  of 
tbofe  Letters  was  to  expofe  the  Conduct,  of  his  Patron, 
at  that  Time.  For  this  Purpofe  I  have  collected  two 
or  three  PafTages  out  of  them,  and  will  leave  the  World 
to  determine  whether  any  Credit  ought  to  be  given, 
for  the  future,  to  fuch  an  abandoned,  little  Wretch,  who 
hath  more  than  once  had  the  Confidence  to  aiTert/  that 
CatoV  Reafonings  againfl  weak  and  wicked  Mini  Hers , 
were  not  to  be  employed  againft  the  prefent  JVIinifrer, 
mr  in  any  Manner  related  to  Him.  —  Let  us  therefore 
try  the  Experiment. 

If  Mr.  Walfingham  will  pleafe  to  turn  to  Page  162 
of  the  firft  Volume,  -  He  will  find  a  "whole  Paper, 
written  with  great  Spirit,  concerning  the  famous 
Mr.  Knight-,  and  when  the  Author  hath  given  his 
Reafons  why  the  noble  Mmifter,  at  that  Time,  would  . 
exert  his  Endeavours  to  bring  over  that  Fugitive,  H® 
goes  on  as  follows. . 

"  It  is  alfo  the  Intereft  of  another  great  Per/on,  equal 
!f  to  the  firft  in  Power  and  Innocence,  and  who,  with- 
"  out  Doubt,  hath  taken  common  Msafures  with  Him 
"  for  the  publick  Good,  and  will  equally  mare  in  the 
"  grateful  Applaufe  of  good  Men,  and  the  Reproach 
"  of  bad ;  for  no  Degrees  of  Virtue  will  put  any  one 
"  beyond  the  Reach  of  Envy  and  Calumny.;  and 
"  therefore  We  cannot  be  fure  that  his  ftrenuous  and 
"  barefaced  Protection  of  innocent  and  opprefd  Virtue 
fi  will  not  be  miiinterpreted  by  popular  Clamour, 
?  which  mifapplies  often  eflablihYd  and  well  know  n 
"  Truths ;  as  that  no  one,  who  hath  not  Parr  of  the 
"  Gain,  will  adopt  Part  of  the  Infamy  ;  that  ir  is  the 
"  Property  of  Innocence  to  abhor  Guilt  in  others,  as  well 
"  as  not  to  praclife  the  fame  itfe/f,  and  to  punijb  as  well 
"  as  to  hate  it;  that  no  Man,  who  is  not  a  Thief,  will 
•f  be  an  Advocate  for  a  Thief',  that  JRcgues  are  bell  |5ro- 
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"  tecled  by  their  Fellows ;  and  that  the  itrongeft  Mo- 
£S  tive  any  Man  can  have  for  faving  another  from  the 
4t  Gallozvs,  is  the  Fear  of  the  fame  Punifkment  for 
et  the  fa?tie  Crimes ;  and  though  thefe  and  a  thousand 
■"  other  fuch  unwarrantable  Imputations  ought  not,  and 
*'  have  not  made  the  leaft  Impremon  upon  One,  con- 
"  fcious  of  his  own  Virtue  ;  yet  it  is  every  Man's  Duty, 
"  as  well  as  Intereft,  to  remove  the  mo  ft  diftant 
*'  Caufes  of  Sufpicion  from  Him&lf,  when  He  can  do  it 
<f  confiftent  with  his  publick  Duty ;  and  therefore  We 
*c  are  equally  fure  of  this  great  Man's  Endeavours  too 
"  for  bringing  over  Mr.  Knight. 

In  Page  222  of  the  fkne  Volume,    this  Gentleman  is 
farther  defcribed  in  the  following,  farcailical  Mmner. 

"  For  certain  Qentlemen  to  find  Fault  with  Catoys 
£e  Letters,  is  to  avow  their  own  Shame.  Why  was 
"  there Occafion  given  for  thofe  Letters?  —  Some  other 
tc  Queftions  might  be  ask'd  too,  which  would  difcover 
"  frelh  Blacknefs  in  thefe  Betrayers,  were "  They  not 
*l  already  all  over  black.  Who  is  it,  that  might  have 
*f  check'd,  and  yet  did  not  check,  rampant  Rogues  laft 
"  Summer  ?  And  from  what  Motives  proceeded  fuch 
**  Omiffion  ?  Who  is  it,  that  openly  screens  open 
"  Guilt?  Who  is  it,  that  conceals  the  Evidence  of 
"  Guilt?  Who  is  it,  that  brew  beats  the  Purfuers  of. 
*'  Guilt  ?  Who  is  it,  that  throws  Obflacles  in  the 
61  Parliament's  Way  ?  Who  is  it,  that  lengthens  out 
"  the  Procefs  ?  Who  is  it,  that  ftrives  to  defeat  the 
te  Enquiry?  Who  is  it,  that  makes  Malecontents,  and 
**.  then  reproaches  Them  for  being  fo  ? 

In  the  next  Paper,  it  is  faid  that  He,  who  screens 
from  the  Gallows  Those,    that  deferve  it,  adopts  their 
Title  to  the  Halter,  mid  ought  to  fwing  in  their  Room. 

I  could  quote  Paffages  to  the  fame  Purpofe  witkout 
End  ;  but  Thefe  are  fumcient  at  prefent  to  employ 
Mr.  Walfingham-,  and  I  hope  He  will  not  any  longer 
delay  that  whole  Paper \  which  He  hath  promised  the 
Publick,    to  fbezv  how  little  CatoV  Letters  ferz>e  my 

Purpofe, 
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Purpofe,  or  agree  with  my  Pratt  ice.  In  order  to  mew 
This,  He  mufl  prove  that  his  Patron  is  not  the  Peribri 
mark'd  out  in  the  foregoing  PafTages;  and  if  He  can 
prove  This,,  to  the  Satisfaction  of  any  Alan,  of  common 
Senfe,  I  will  readily  own  that  I  have  made  a  very  im- 
pertinent Uie  of  Catoh  Letters ;  but  if  He  does  not 
prove  it,  "He  mufl:  appear  a  x cry  Jii/y,  little  Fellow  to 
flart  fuch  a  Dispute  j  and,  if  I  was  net  reftrain'd  by" 
fome  Remains  ofCompafficn  towards  Him,.  I  would 
advife  his  Patron  to  take  his  Penjion  away  and  bellow 
it  upon  the  Hyp-Do5lor,  who  acts  much  more  con/i- 
flently  with  Himielf,  by  giving  up  Cato  and  Me  in 
the  fame  Ereath. 

There  is  another  Letter,  written  by  the  immortal 
Cato,  for  which  I  mull  befpeak  the  Attention  of  the 
Publick,  becaule  it  contains  a  full  and  mafierly  Anfwer 
to  all  the  low  Sophiftry  and  paltry  Diilinctions  of  the 
minijlerial  Scribblers,  concerning  dependent  Parliaments, 
Corruption  and  ftanding  Armies.  The  Reader  there- 
fore may  expect  it  in  a  ihort  Time,  as  a  proper  Preser- 
vative againft  the  formidable  Treatife  upon  Corrup- 
tion, with  which  We  have  been  threaten  *d  from  the 
other  Side,  when  the  Sea/on  of  the  Tear  pall  make  the 
Enquiry  proper.  D. 
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A  V  I  N  G  read  two  or  three  tedious' 
miniflerial  Papers  one  Day  la  ft  Week, 
I  was  feized  on  a  mdden  with  a  pro- 
digious Heavinefs  on  my  Spirits,  which- 
I  endeavour'd  to  divert  as  much  as  pof- 
fible  ;  but  finding  it  increafe  upon  me, 
refign'd  my  felf  to  Reft,  and  was  sntertain'd  with 
N  2  the 
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the  following  Dream  ;  which  having  forriething  in  'it 
beyond  the  common  Rhapfodies  of  Fancy,  when  our 
Reafon  lies  dormant,  I  mall  prefent  to  the   Reader. 

I  was  convey  7d,  methought,  into  a  fumptuous  Room, 
where  1  faw  a  goodly,  fat  Man,  with  a' Badge  upon 
his  Breaft,  fitting  in  a  Chair  of  State  at  the  upper 
End  of  a  large  Table,  iurrounded  with  a  motley  Tribe 
of  obfequious  Dependent*.  On  his  right  and-  left 
Hands  fate  two  venerable  Perfons,  in  Pontifical  Robes. 
One  of  them  appeared  to  be  a  tall,  black  Man.  The 
Other  was  plump  and  fair  and  of  a  round  Vifage. ' 
On  the  left  of  tbefe  Sages  were  feated  two  other  Perjom 
in  [acred  Habits,  of  an  inferior  Order;  One  of  whom 
I  ibon  diicover'd  to  be  a  real  Dean,  and  the  Other  a 
pretended  Orator.  The  reft  of  the  Table  was  fill'd  up 
with  rural  Pedagogues,  fuperannuated  Dabblers  in  Hi- 
fi&ry,  little  Under/! rappers  of  the  Law,  Knights  of  the 
Toft,  and   V/aliham  Blacks, 

At  the  Bottom  of  the  Table  fate  the  judicious  Mr. 
John  Peele,  with  a  Pen  and   Ink  before  Him,  in   or- ' 
cer  to  take  Minutes,  for  the  Ufe  and  Irrftruflion  of 
his  Pupils. 

I  had  not  been  long  in  the  Room  before  the  Man, 
zv:th  the  Badge   on  his   Breaft,  rofe    out  of  his  Chair 
with    an  Air  of  Authority,  and     having    wiped  his 
Mouth  three  Time?,  with  a   peculiar  Air,  He  open'd  : 
it  in  the  following  Manner. 

"  Gentlemen, 

"  The  Reaibn  of  my  fummoning  you  together,  at 
"  this  Time,  is  to  return  you  Thanks  for  your  paft 
".  Services,  and  to  give  you  ibme  Initfuclions  for  your 
"  future  Conduct..  ; 

"  We  have  been  for  feveral  Years  paft  engaged 
."  in  a  trouble  erne  War  with  a  little  defpicable  Facli- 
"  on  of  Patriot;,  who  have  had  the  Impudence  to 
"  aiTert  that  Liberty  is  the  Birthright  of  Englifcmcn, 
44  and   that  Mirnfers  are   accounucle    to  the  People 

"  for 
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'■  for  all  their  Actions.  You  are  fenfible,,  Gentlemen, 
*e .  with  what  Contempt  I  treated  tbefe  Incendiaries 
*  at  firft,  in  all  my  Words  and  Actions.  I  laughed 
"  at  their  general  Declamations  againft  Corruption,  and 
4t  defy'd  them  to  enter  into  Particulars.  I  was  in 
u  Hopes,  indeed,  that  They  would  not  have  dared  to 
accept  fuch  a  Challenge  from  a  Perfon  in  my  Sta- 
tion  ;  but  their  Infolence  hath  exceeded  all  reafona- 
ble  Expectation  ;  and  the  giddy  Multitude  have  been" 
fo  far  deluded  with  their  plaufible  Invectives,  that 
I  was  foon  obliged  to  make  Ule  of  the  f secular 
Arm,  and  to  lift  a  llurdy  Band  of  Writers  in  my 
'  Service,  to  juftify  the  Ule  of  it.  Some  of  Thenv 
it  is  true,  are  a  little  undifciplined  and  make  but  an 
'  indifferent  Figure  againft  the  regular  Troops  on  the" 
'  other  Side  ;  yet  they  ferve  well  enough  for  Scouts, 
to  difcover  the  Strength  and  Difpofition  of  the' 
Enemy ;  or  to  be  thrown  away,  upon  Occaiicn,  for 
the  good  of  the  Caufe.  But  I  look  upon  you,  Gen* 
tkmen,  as  my  Body  Guard,  the  Triarii  of  nw  Ar- 
my, compofed  of  choice,  pick'd  Men,  on  whom  I" 
muit  depend  in  Cafe  of  Extremity.  You  have 
already  done  me  the  moil  eminent  Service,  and  laid 
me  under  fuch  Obligations  as  I  mail  always  ac- 
knowledge ;  but  I  hope  you  will  not  take  it  amiis, 
if  I  give  you  a  few  Precautions  how  to  behave  inv 
this  nice  and  critical  Conjuncture,  which  our  Ad* 
verfaries,  no  doubt,  will  endeavour  to  improve 
to  their  Advantage. 

"  You  cannot  be   infenfible  that  the  greateft  Differ- 
vice,  which  tbefe  Incendiaries  have  done  us,  hath 
proceeded  from  the  Examination  of  particular  Points. 
They  love  to  ramble  into  the  wide  Field  of  our  later 
Negotiations?  and  to  inflame  their  Readers  with  the' 
popular  Topicks  of  blundering  Meafuresi  to  which 
they  never  fail  to  afcribe  the  Increafe  of  our  Delts 
and  Taxeu     Let  me  conjure  you  therefore,  as  ycu 
regard  my  Honour  and  your  own  Intereft,  to  defeat 
N   j-  ■*  Them 
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"  Them  in  their  Expectation  of  reaping  the  fame  Ad- 
*'  vantages  for  the  future.  Give  them  no  Oportunity 
""of  examining  the  Wifdoin,  or  publick  Utility  of  our 
"i/afe  Treaties,  and  our  late  Meafures,  by  any  unfea- 
*•'  ibnable  Panegyricks  upon  them  ;  which,  however 
*k  juit,  can  only  tend  to  produce  their  ill-natured  Com- 
"  mente,  by  way  of  Aniwer. 

"  Thev  have  had  the  Confidence  to  tell  you  Them- 
"  ielves,  that  they  have  never  enter yd  into  any  Con- 
"  trover fy .with you,  but  when  you  have  given  Them  an 
"  Opportunity,  by  filly  ConceJJions,  of  examining  fome 
"•  Points  of  great  Confequence  with  more  Freedom  than 
"  They  could  otherwife  have  done.  Take  for  once  there- 
• '  fore  the  Advice  of  vour  Enemies,  and  never  furniih 
*(  Them- with  another  Occanon  of  difcumng  any  ten- 
"  der  Point,  under  the  Pretence  of  anfwering  You, : 
*-;  which  They  dare  not  explain  Themfelves.  Let  all! 
**  your  Apologies  run  in  general  Terms,  and  imitate 
".  my  Example,  whole  Conduct  you  endeavour  to  vin-  j 
i£,  dicate.  AiTert  boldly  ;  defy  fturdily  ;  and  throw  I 
'■'  your  Dirt  plentifully  at  Thole,  who  prefume  to 
":  interrupt  you  with  Pveafon  and  Argument.  Ne- ; 
"  ver  look  either  before  you,  or  behind  you  j  nor 
"  make  any  Scruple  of  ferving  a  prefent  Turn,  by 
"  reflecting  on  what  you  faid  yefterday,  or  fhall  be 
"  obliged  to  fav  To-morrow  ;  but  if  you  mould 
"  happen  to  be  detected  in  a  Falfhood,  after  it  hath 
"  had  is  Efiecl,  laugh  heartily  at  Thofe,  who  de- 
"  tect  you,  and  affert  another.  When  you  obferve 
"  the  Enemy  in  a  Pofture  of  Offence,  and  fee  Them 
**  making  Preparations  to  enter  upon  Action,  wheel 
fi  about  immediately  and  divert  the  Attack,  if  poffi- 
M  ble,  by  ferfonal  Altercations.  Ply  all  your  Engines 
**  of  Calumny  to  put  Them  on  the  defensive  Fart,  and 
"  give  Them  no  Time  to  fatisfy  the  Impatience  of 
"  the  People,  concerning  the  prefent  State  of  publitk 
<£  Affairs. 

"  Perhaps 
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"  Perhaps,  Gentlemen,  you  will  think  it  needlefs 
"  in  me  to  give  you  any  Cautions  of  this  Nature,  af- 
"  ter  your  late  notable  Productions.  I  muft  confefs, 
U  indeed,  that  you  have  behaved  your  felves  very  well 
"  in  my  Service,  and  made  wonderful  Improvements 
*'  in  the  Art  of  political  Defamation ;  but  give  me 
"  Leave  to  fay,  (and  I  cannot  fpeak  it  without 
f*  Warmth )  that  you  have  deviated  from  this  good 
f*  Rule  in  fome  Points,  which  I  leaft  expected  from 
*'  you. — What  could  induce  you,  Mr.  Walfingham^ 
"  to  enter  into  a  formal  Defence  of  the  Forage  Con- 
"  tract  ?  You  might  have  feen,  with  half  an  Eye, 
"  that  it  was  a  Bait  thrown  out  for  you  on  Purpofe 
"  by  my  Enemies ;  and  I  was  forry  to  find  you  fo 
"  weak  as  to  bite  at  it.  You  may  now  perceive  the 
"  Effect  of  it,  when  it  is  too  late.  Your  injudicious 
*'  Revival  of  my  Defence  ( for  you  have  had  the  Im~ 
"  prudence  to  own  it  mine)  hath  rouzed  up  a  new 
"  Writer  againft  us,  who  calls  Himfelf  the  Inquifitcrt 
"  and  threatens  to  moleft  us  as  often  as  Occafion  re- 
"  quires.  This  Paper  is  written  with  fuch  a  malig- 
"  nant  Spirit,  that  I  expect  to  fee  it  fpread,  through 
"  the  Kingdom,  like  other  feditious  Writings  againft 
"  me,  and  to  have  that  curfed  Affair  made  once  more 
P  the  Topick  of  Converfation  in  Town  and  Country. 
"  Not  content  with  This,  you  have  likewife  had  the 
"  Folly  to  challenge  the  Craft/man  to  a  Difputation 
"  on  the  Bank  Contrail,  ( a  Point,  which  you  know 
"  I  have  always  carefully  declined  )  and  thereby  fur- 
"  nifhM  Him  with  another  popular  Subjecl.  Nay,  you 
"  have  even  infilled  on  C  aid's  Letters  in  my  Juftifi~ 
"  cation ;  though  you  cannot  be  fo  ignorant  as  not 
"  to  know  that  they  were  principally  leveli'd  againft 
"  Me,  and  firftofall  branded  me  with  the  infamous 
"  Name  of  the  Screen.  Thefe  are  Things  too  grofs 
**  to  pafs ;  and  as  much  as  I  like  a  competent  Degree 
"  of  modeft  Affurance,  I  cannot  approve  fuch  a  pal- 
"  pable  Falfifi cation  of  Facts,  which  are  ftill  recent  in 

"  every 
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"  every  Body's  Memory,  becaufe  a  Faljhood,  in  fych 
"  a  Cafe,  is  immediately  known  to  be  a  Faljhood, 
"  and  therefore  can  anfwer  no  one  End  of  political 
fi  Lying.  On  the  contrary,  it  difcredits  our  other 
"  Z)^\f,  which  the  Exigence  of  Affairs  may  render 
"  neceffary,  and  naturally  creates  a  Spirit  of  Diffi- 
"  dence  and  Incredulity  in  our  Readers ;  the  worfV 
"  of  all  Evils  to  a  Per/on  in  my  Station  ! 

"  Neither  ought  you,  Mr.  Waljingham,  to  have: 
"  blab'd  out  the  Secret,  that  We  intend  to  pubiifh 
"  an  Apology  for  Bribery  and  Corruption  about 
"  Chriftmas  next.  This  was  defign'd  only  as  an  Ex- 
"  pedient ;  and  every  Body  knows  that  Expedients  lofer 
"  their  Effect,  when  the  People  are  previoufly  put  on. 
"  their  Guard.  You  fee  what  an  ill  Ufe  the  Incen- 
"  diaries  have  already  made  of  it;  and  therefore,  for 
if  Godfake,  let  me  have  no  more  faid  upon  thefe  nice- 
*'  Subjefts,  however  They  may  defy  and  provoke  you 
"  to  it.  Stick  clofe  to  your  perfonal  Slander,  and  let 
"  Them  return  it  upon  Me,  if  They  pleale.  A  Man, 
*'  who  is.  already  over  Head  and  Ears  in  Mire,  ought 
"  not  to  value  any  Dirt,  that  can  be  thrown  upon 
"  him.  If  you  can  only  make  my  Adverfary  appear 
"  fome  thing  like  Me,  it  is  all  I  expect  and  defne  at 
"  your  Hands. 

"  I  muft,  indeed,  do  you  the  Jufiice  to  confefs  that 
*'  you  have  made  fome  Amends  for  all  theie  Blunders 
"  in  your  laft  exquifite  Paper,  which  is  really  fuch  a  Ma- 
"  fler-piece  of  polemical  Altercation,  that  I  think  it  ut- 
"  terly  unanfwerable.  What  a  glorious  Figure  do  I 
"  make  in  that  Piece  r  You  have  not  only  made  me 
"  defcend  from  one  of  the  beft  Families  in  England, 
*'  and  put  me  in  Poffeffion  of  the  mofi  ccnjiderable 
fi  Char  after  of  any  Man  in  the  Kingdom',  but  have 
"  raifed  me,  by  the  Magick  of  your  Pen,  above  all 
"  the  Heroes,  Patriots  and  Princes  of  the  Earth.  You 
"  have  even  exalted  me  into  a  God ;  for  nothing  but 
«'  a  God  can  lid  Dfyance  to  the  Rage  of  Taclions,   the 

««  Malice 
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"  Malice  of  Enemies,  the  Madnefs  of  Multitudes,  the 
u  Change  of  Fortune,  and  the  Force  of -Time.  A  God 
''  only  can  be  raifed  above  Vengeance,  above  Calumny, 
*'  above  Power  and  Fate. 

"  How  muil  -my  Adversaries  gnafh  their  Teeth, 
"  when  They  read  this  Paragraph  and,  at  the  fame 
"  Time,  fee  their  own  Characters  funk  in  Proportion 
"  to  my  Elevation  ?  They  may  call  it  an  Heap  of 
"  Flattery  and  Defamation,  if  They  pleafe,  and  en- 
"  deavour  to  prove  it  fo.  It  will,  at  leafV  find  Them 
"  Employment,  for  the  prefent,  and  draw  off  the  At- 
il  tendon  of  the  Publick  from  what  I  moft  dread. 

"  I  mull  now  take  the  Liberty,  Mr.  Osborne,  to 
u  complain  a  little  of  your  Conduct.  I  have  been  a 
(i  very  indulgent  Patron  to  you,  and  even  done  more 
"  than  you  could  reafonably  expect.  I  brought  you 
'*  up  to  Town  from  a  mean  Employment,  and  put  you 
tl  in  a  Way  of  diftinguifhing  yourfelf  in  the  World  as 
"  a  political  Writer.  I  beftow''d  a  pretty,  little  Place 
"  upon  you,  foon  after  you  enter'd  into  my  Service, 
si  and  have  lince  given  you  another  of  greater  Value, 
"  And  what  is  your  Gratitude  for  all  thefe  Obli- 
tf  gations  ?  You  were  fcarce  warm  in  your  laft  Place, 
"  before  you  endeavour'd  to  render  yourfelf  indepen- 
"  dent  of  Me,  by  converting  it  into  ready  Money  i 
**  which  difcovers  your  Conlcioufnefs  that  I  cannot 
"  ft  and  long,  and  fur  nifties  our  Enemies,  at  the  fame 
"  Time,  with  an  Handle  of  Triumph.  You  likewife 
"  begin  to  recant  in  your  laft  Paper,  and  feem  to 
"  be  in  Pain  for  the  Lof  o^  your  Reputation.  Alas X 
"  Man,  do'll  Thou  think  that  I  dragged  Thee  out  of 
'•<  Obfcurity,  and  placed  Thee  in  the  Sunfhine  of  a 
*t  Court,  to  maintain  and  vindicate  thy  own  Cha- 
*'  racier?  —No;  it  was  becaufe  I  apprehended  that 
'  thy  Talent  of  perplexing  Things,  under  the  Guife 
4  of  Logick,  would  be  of  Service  to  my  Caufe.  I 
I  own,  thy  phyfical  P.eafons  for  political  Blundering 
4  gave  me  a  very  good  Idea  of  thy  Parts ;  which  was 

**  farther 
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"  farther  improved  by  thy   metaphyfical  Diftin&iorJ 
*'  between  finding  Armies  and  a  military  Government  '• 
"  between  a  penfionary  Parliament    and   a  dependent 
%  Parliament  1    and   between  Corruption   and   Mawj 
"  £itf*»  /a  corrupt.     This  raifed  my  Expectation,  and 
"  determined  me  to  make  a  farther  Proviiion  for  you  I 
"  but   as  foon  as   you  had  received   the  Reward   0 
"  your  Labours,  you  grow   fqueamifh,   forfooth,  and! 
"  pretend  to  be  fcrupulous  about  your  Reputation.  — 
*«  I  will   appeal  to  thefe  worthy  Gentlemen  here,  whe- 
"■  ther  you  have  afted  an  handfome  Part  by  me;   01 ', 
"  whether  any  farther  Favours  are  due  to  a  Man,  whe 
•'  pretends  to  any  Qualms  at  facriiicing  his  Reputation  ; 
'•  to  the  Service  of  his  Benefactor  ? 

* f  As  for  the  reft  of  you,  Gentlemen,  I  have  no 
"  Exceptions  to  make  to  your  Writings.  They  are 
l*  all  perfectly  confiftent,  and  written  in  the  true  I 
*'  'Spirit  of  perfonal  Altercation,  without  any  unfeafo- 
"  nable  Mixtures  of  Facl,  or  Argument.  I  hope  you  ' 
"  will  perfevere  in  £o  good  a  Caufe,  and  you  may 
"  depend  on  the  Continuance  of  my  Favour. 
.  "  I  think,  Doctor  Hyp,  you  are  the  only  Gentlemai 
*'  in  this  AfTembly,  who  hath  any  Reaibn  to  complain 
"of  Negleff  i  but  I  am  fenfible  of  your  Services 
"  and  will  reward  them.  I  don't  know  whether  it 
"  is  yet  proper  to  efpoufe  you  in  the  fame  publickr 
•*  Manner  with  Of  borne  and  Waljingbam,  becaufe  I' 
"  am  afraid  it  will  give  Offence  to  the  Clergy ;  but' 
"  I  will  put  you  upon  my  Lift  of  private  Penji oners, 
"  and  hope  you  will  think  it  no  Diminution  to  ftand 
*f  upon  the  fame  Foot  with  your  ingenious  Brethren,. 
"  Mejjieurs  O micron  and  Waltham. 

"  I  mould  be  guilty  of  unpardonable  Ingratitude, 
"  ifldidnot  make  my  particular  Acknowledgments 
"  to  your  Lordjbips,  (bowing  to  the  venerable  Perfons 
'*  on  each  Side  of  Him)  for  that  Zeal,  which  you 
"  have  exerted  in  my  Service,  upon  all  Occafions ; 
"  and  which,  I  doubt  not,  you  will  continue  to  ex- 

««  ert 
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"  ert,  zvhen  the  Seafon  of  the  Tear'Jhall  render  it  pro- 

w  per% 1  ihall  take  the  firil  Opportunity,  my  Lords, 

'  to  exprefs  my  Senfe  of  theie  Favours  in  a  more  ef- 

; :*  fectual  Manner. 

*'  Having  thus  addrefs'd  myfelf  to  each  of  you  in 
''  particular,  as   far  as  I  fee   Occafion  at  psefent,    I 

,  '  will  conclude  with  one  general  Piece  of  Advice.    • 
"  You  muH:  have   obferved,    my  Friends,  that  the 

'  '  Publick  begin  to  be  very  inquifitive  about  the  Na- 
ture of  our  I  aft  Treaties  and  the  Expedition  form'd 
upon  them  ;  but  let  them  be  as  inquifitive  and  im- 
patient and  clamorous  as  They  will,  give  Them  no 
farther  Satisfaction  than  that  all  Things  will  go  well 
at  lajt.  I  charge  you  not  to  enter  into  any  Parti- 
culais,  which  may  give  the  Enemy  an  Opportunity 
of  explaining  Matters,  without  incurring  the  Pe- 
nalties of  the  Law.  For  this  Realbn,  I  would 
not  have  you  be  too  free,  Mr.  Walfmgha?n,  in  an- 
fwering.  for  me,  that  I  do  not  intend  fomething  ex- 
traordinary next  Winter ;  for  if  They  mould  con- 
tinue to  pefter  me,  as  They  have  hitherto  done, 
about  foreign  Affairs,  I  am  refolved  to  bear  it  no 
longer;  but,  by  the  living  God,  I  will 
Upon  That,  He  thump'd  tno.  Table  with  his  Fift 
1  fo  violent  a  Manner,  that  it  ftartled  me  out  of  my 
eep,   and  deprived  the  Reader  of  the  Conclufion  of 


lis  Speech. 
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'O thing  is  more  furprizing  in  our  Englij 
Hi/lory  than  that  Jealoufy,  which  mo 
of  our  Kings,  even  fome  of  the  bell  an 
wifeft  of  Them,  have  entertain'd  of  the: 
Parliaments  ;  whereas  it  is  evident  fror 
the  fame  Hiftory  that  this  Jealoufy  hat. 
generally  been  without  Foundation,  and  that  our  Pa) 
lia?nents  have  rather  been  too  fupple  and  condefcendir 
to  the  Crown.  It  appears  that  they  have  commonl 
borne  too  much,  and  feldom,  or  never,  oppofed  tr 
Prince  on  the  Throne,  till  Liberty  became  in  the  utmo 
Danger,  and  nothing  but  Opposition  could  fave  it  fror 
immediate  Deforuction.  They  have,  indeed,  been  i 
tender  in  this  Point,  and  often  fuffer'd  the  Prerogatk 
to  incroach  upon  their  Privileges  fo  far,  before  The 
took  the  Alarm  and  apply 'd  Themfelves  to  the  Redre. 
of  them,  that  it  is  difficult  to  account  for  the  Recover 
and  Prefervation  of  them,  in  many  Inftances,  withov 
the  Interpofition  of  Providence.  This  Obfervation  : 
already  fully  illuitrated  in  Mr.  Oldcajlleh  Remarks  o 
the  Englijh  Hiiiory  ;  and  I  have  lately  met  with  a: 
excellent  Tradt,  faid  to  be  written  by  Sir  Waltei 
Raleigh,  in  which  this  great  Truth  is  farther  cor 
firm'd.  It  is  intitled  the  Prerogative  of  Parliame?u 
in  England  -proved,  in  a  Dialogue  (pro  &  contra)  k 
tzveen  a  Counfellor  of  State  and  a  Jufti&of  Peace,  &c 
and  appears  to  have  been  written  in  thetReign  of  J  ami 
the  frf,  in  order  to  induce  that  Prince  to  call  a  Par 
Jiament,  by  ihewing  how  indulgent  the  Parliaments  o 
England  have  always  been  to  our  Princes,  and  wha 
little  Reafon  He  had  to  be  apprehenfive  of  them.  B 
does  This  by  an  Induction  of  Particulars,   from  th 

Reig: 
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Reign  of  Henry  the  third  to  the  Time,  in  which  He 
wrote.  As  there  are  fome  Things  in  this  Piece,  which 
may  be  of  V  fe  to  our  prefent  Difpute,  concerning  the 
Treatment  of  Minifiers  and  the  Dependency  of  Parlia- 
ment, I  cannot  entertain,  or  mitruct,  the  Reader  more 
agreeably  than  by  fome  Extracts  from  it,  which  I  be- 
lieve is  as  fcarce  as  it  is  valuable. 

This  great  and  good  Man,  having  taken  Notice  of 
the  Liberality  of  the  Parliament  to  Edward  the  third, 
fells  us  that  in  his  45th  Year  He  turn'd  out  fome  of 
his  Minijlers,  who  were  Bijhops,  and  put  Laymen  in 
their  Room  ;  after  which  the  Dialogue  goes  on  in  the 
following  Manner. 

iC  Couns.  It  feems  that,  in  thofe  Days,  the  Kings 
**  were  no  longer  in  Love  with  their  great  Chancellors 
r  than  They  deferved  well  of  Them. 

*'  Just.  No,  my  Lord,  They  were  not  ;  and  That 
r  was  the  Reafon  They  were  zoell  ferved ;  and  it  was 
"  the  Cuftom  then,  and  in  many  Ages  after,  to  change 
"  the  Treafurer  and  the  Chancellor  every  three  Years, 
"  and  withal  to  hear  all  Mens  Complaints  againft 
|  Them. 

"  Couns.     l3ut  by  this  often  Change  the  Saying  is 

*'  verify 'd,  that  there  is  no  Inheritance  in  the  Favour 

r  of  Kings.     He  that   keepcth  the  Figge  Tree,  faith 

*  Solomon,  jhall  eat  the  Fruit  thereof ';  for  Reafon  it  is 

"  that  the  Servant  .live  by  the  Mafter* 

"  Just.     My  Lord, you  fay  well  in  both;  but  had 

1  the  Subject  an  Inheritance  in  the  Prince's  Favour, 

}  where  the  Prince  hath  no  Inheritance  in  the  Subjects 

\  Fidelity,  then  were  Kings  in  a  more  unhappy  Eftate 

"  than  common  Perfons.     For  the  xG&,SoIomon  meaneth 

9  not  that  He,  that  keepeth  the  Figge  Tree,   mould  fur- 

"  feit,  though  He   meant  He   mould  eat.     He.  meant 

f  not  He  mould  breake  the  Branches  in  gathering  the 

*  Figges,  or  eat  the  Ripe  and  leave  the  Rotten  for  the 

"J  Ovjner  uf  the  Tree*,  for  what,  faith  He  in  the  folio  w- 

5  ing  Chapter  ?  He  faith  that  He,  that  maketb  Hajh 

Vol.  Mill,  Q  « fJ) 
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•*  *  to  be  rube,  cannot  be  innocent ;  and  before  That  He 
et  laith,  that  the  End  of  an  Inheritance  hajfily  gotten 
^<  cannot  be  blejsd.  Your  Lordfhip  hath  heard  of  few, 
*'  or  none  great  with  Kings,  that  have  not  ufed  their 
S(  Power  to  eppreffe^  that  have  not  grown  infolent  and 
(£  hateful  to  the  People-,  yea,  infolent  towards  thofe 
t(  Princes,  that  advanced  them . 

"  Couns.  Yet  you  fee  that  Princes  can  change 
**  their  Fancies. 

"  Just.  Yea,  my  Lord,  whew  Favourites  change 
gi  their  Faith  ;  when  They  forget  that  how  familiar 
£i  foever  Kings  made  Themfelves  with  their  Vaffals, 
fC  yet  They  are  Kings.  He  that  provoketh  a  King  to 
•"  Anger,  faith  Solomon,  fwneth  againjl  his  own  Soule ; 
f  and  he  further  faith,  that -Pride  goeth  before  De- 
<(  ftruclion,  and  a  high  Minde  before  a  Fall.  I  fay 
£(  therefore  that  in  difcharging  thofe  Lucifers,  how 
*(  deare  foever  They  have  beene,  Kings  make  the 
*«  World  know  that  They  have  more  of  Judgment 
"  than  of  PaJJion .;  yea,  They  thereby  ofFer  a  fatisfaclo- 
**  -ry  Sacrifice  to  all  -their  People.  Too  great  Benefits 
*'  of  Subjects  to  their  King,  where  the  Mind  is  blowne 
**  up  with  their  own  Defervings,  and  too  great  Benefits 
■**  of  Kings  conferred  upon  their  Subjects,  where  the 
*'  Minde  is  not  qualify  M  with  a  great  deale  of  Modefty, 
A<  are  ^equally  dangerous.  Of  this  latter  and  infolent er 
*'  Sort,  had  King  Richard  the  fecond  deliver'd  up  to 
*'  juflice  but  Three  or  Four,  He  had  ftill  held  the  Love 
ff  of  the  People,  and  thereby  his  Life  and  Eft  ate. 

He  afterwards  juftifies  the  Conduct  of  the  Parlia- 
ment towards  that  weak,  obftinate  and  unfortunate 
Prince,  and  (hews  'that  They  did  not  come  to  Extre- 
mities with  Him,  till  He  had  proved  Himfelf,  after 
:many  Trials,  absolutely  irreclaimable.  ' 

Under  the  Head  of  Henry  the  fixttfs  Reign,  He 
makes  the  Juftice  of  Peace  fpeak  in  this  Manner  to  the 
(Counfellor  of  State.. 

4i  Just. 
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"  Just.  ■  «  ■■  And  judge  you,  my  Lord,  whether 
M  the  Parliaments  do'  not  ferve  the  King,  whatsoever 
*'  is  faid  to  the  contrary  ;  for  as  all  King  Henry  the 
**  Jixth's  Gifts  and  Grants  were  made  voide  by  the 
**  Duke  of  Torke,  when  He  was  in  Pofieflion  of  the 
"  Kingdoms,  by  the  Parliament',  fo  in  the  Time  of 
«  King  Henry,  when  King  Edward  was  beaten  out 
"  again,  the  Parliament  of  Weftminfter  made  all  his 
"  Acts  voide  j  made  Him  and  all  his  Followers  Tray- 
"  tors ;  and  gave  the  King  many  of  their  Heads  and 
««  Lands.  The  Parliament  of  England  does  always 
t*  ferve  the  King  in  Pojfefjion.  It  ferved  Richard  the 
«*  fecond  to  condemn  the  popular  Lord:-.  It  ferved 
f*  Henry  to  depose  Richard.  When  Edward  the  fourth 
"  had  the  Scepter,  it  made  Them  all  Beggars,  that  had 
**  follow'd  Henry  the  fixth ;  and  it  did  the  like  for 
"  Henry,  when  Edward  was  driven  out.  The  Par- 
"  liaments  are  as  the  Friendship  of  this  World  is,  which 
"  always  folio weth  Prcfperity. 

I  ihall  now  pafs  to  the  Reign  of  James  the  firft, 
under  which  this  Tracl  was  written  and  defign'd,  as  I 
faid  before,  to  recommend  the  calling  a  Parliament  at 
that  Time.  The  Councilor  argues  againit  it,  as  impo- 
litick,  and  inflances  the  Behaviour  of  the  laft  Parlia- 
ment, in  which  fome  Heats  arofe,  and  fome  reflecting 
Expreffions  were  dropt.  The  Juftice  replies  that 
ihofe  Contentions  and  Diforders  were  occafion'd  by  the 
-common  Opinion  that  the  laft  Parliament  was  packed  ; 
upon  which  the  Counfellor  asks  the  following  Queilion, 
and  the  Dialogue  proceeds  thus. 

"  Couns.  Why,  Sir,  do  you  not  think  it  beft  to 
tl  compound  a  Parliament  of  the  King's  Servants  and 
"  other s%  that  Jhall  in  all  obey  the  King's  Dejires  ? 

"  Just.     Certainly  no  ;  for  it  huth  never  fucceeded 

'*  well,  neither  on  the  King's  Part,  nor  on  the  Subjects, 

'  as  by  the  Parliament,  before  remember  d  your  Lord- 

""  fhip  may  gather ;  for  from  fuch  a   Compofition  do 

"  arife  all  Jealoufies  and  all  Contentions.      It  was 

O  2  *'  praftifed 
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praclifed  in  elder  Times,  to  the  great  Trouble  of  the 
-•  Kingdome,  and  to  the  Lofs  and  Ruine  of  many. 
gf  It  was  of  latter  Ti?ne  ufed  by  King  Henry  the  eighth ; 
'}  but  every  Way  to  his  Difadvantage.  When  the 
V  King  leaves  Himfelf  to  his  People,  They  affure  Them- 
tf  felves  that  They  are  truited  and  beloved  of  their 
"  King  ',  and  there  was  never  any  AJembly  fo  barba- 
"  rous,  as  not  to  anfwere  the  Love  and  Truth  of  their 
"  King. 

"  Couns.  But  you  know  They  will  prefently  be 
*'  in  Hand  with  thofe  Impactions,  which  the  King  hath 
"  laid  by  his  own  royal  Prerogative. 

"  Just.  Perchance  not,  my  Lord  >  but  rather  with 
"  thofe  Impofitions,  that  have  been  by  fame  of  your 
*'  Lordjhips  laide  upon  the  King  }  which  did  not  fome 
"  of  your  Lordjhips  fear  more  than  you  do  the  Impoji- 
"  tions  laide  upon  the  Subjecls,  you  would  never  dif- 
"  fuade  his  Majelly  from  a  Parliament ;  for  no  Man 
u  doubted  but  that  his  Majelly  was  advifed  to  lay 
"  thofe  Impofitions  by  his  Council ;  and  for  particular 
"  Things,  on  which  They  were  laide,  the  Advice 
t{  came  from  petty  Fellowes,  though  now  great  ones  be- 
u  longing  to  the  Cuftom-Houfe.  Now,  my  Lord,  what 
"  Prejudice  hath  his  Majelly,  ( his  Revenue  being  kept 
•"  up)  if  the  Impofitions,  that  were  laide  by  the  Ad- 
€i  vice  of  ^  few,  be  in  Parliament  laide  by  the  general 
"  Council  of  the  Kingdom,  which  takes  oif  all  Grudg- 
**  ing  and  Complaint  ? 

*'  Coons.  Yea,  Sir,  but  That,  which  is  done  by 
w  the  King,  with  the  Advice  of  his  private,  or  privy 
*c,  Council,   is  done  by  the  King's  abfolute  Power. 

*'  Just  .  And  by  whofe  Power  is  it  done  in  Par~ 
ee  liament,  but  by  the  King's  abfolute  Power  P  Miftake 
*'  it  not,  my  Lord.  The  three  Eftates  do  but  adviie, 
*'  as  the  Privy  Council  doth ;  which  Advice  if  the 
*'  King  embrace,  it  becomes  the  King's  own  Acle  in  the 
"  one,  and  the  King's  Law  in  the  other-,  for  without 
J  the  King's  Acceptation,  both  the  publicke  and  private 

*•  Advices 
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"  Advices  be  but  as  empty  Egg-fhells ;  and  what  doth 
*e  his  Majeilie  lofe,  if  ibme  of  thofe  Wings,  which 
**  concern  the  poorer  Sort,  be  made  free  againe,  and 
"  the  Revenue  kept  up  upon  That,  which  is  fuper- 
"  fluous  ?  Is  it  a  LoJJe  to  the  King  to  be  beloved  of  the 
il  Commons  ?  If  it  be  Revenue,  which  the  King  feekes, 
Wi  is  it  not  better  to  take  it  of  Thofe,  that  laugh,  than 
"  of  Thofe,  that  crief  Yea,  if  all  be  content  to  pay, 
"  upon  a  Moderation  and  Change  of  the  Species,  is  it 
r.  not  more  honourable  and  fafe  for  the  King,  that  the 
"  Subject  pay  by  Perfuafion,  than  to  have  them  con- 
H  firayned ?  If  They  be  contented  to  whip  Themfelves 
"  for  the  King,  were  it  not  better  to  give  Them  the 
"  Rod  into  their  own  Hands,  than  to  commit  Them  to 
M  the  Executioner  ?  Certainly  it  is  far  more  happy  for 
"  a  Sovereign  Prince,  that  a  Subject  open  his  Purfe 
"  willingly,  than  that  the  fame  beopetid  by  Violence. 
'*  Befides  that,  when  Impofitions  are  laide  by  Parlia- 
ment, they  are  gather'd  by  the  Authority  of  the 
"  Lawe,  which,  as  aforefaid,  rejedteth  all  Complaints, 
"  and  ftoppeth  every  mutinous  Mouth.  It  mail  ever 
"  be  my  Praier  that  the  King  embrace  the  Counfel  of 
"  Honour  and  Safety,  and  let  other  Princes  embrace 
"  That  of  Force. 

"  Couns.  Well,  Sir,  all  This  notwithfbmding,  We 
*f  dare  not  advife  the  King  to  call  a  Parliament ;  for 
"  if  it  mould  fucceede  ill,  We  that  advife  mould  fall 
"  into  the  King's  Difgrace  j  and  if  the  King  be  driven 
•'  into  any  Extremity,  We  can  fay  to  the  King  that 
"  becaufe  We  found  it  extreamly  unpleafing  to  his  Ma- 
*'  jefty  to  heare  of  a  Parliament,  We  thought  it  no 
"  good  Manners  to  make  fuch  a  Motion. 

"  Just.  My  Lord,  to  the  firfi  let  me  tell  you  that 
"  there  was  never  any  juft  Prince,  that  Tiath  taken  any 
"  Advantage  of  the'Succefe  of  Counfels,  which  have 

*  been  founded  on  Reafon. —  But  for  the  fecond,  where 

*  you  fay  you  can  excule  yourfelves  upon   the  King's 
'*  own  protejling  againft  a  Parliament t  the  King,  upon 

O  3  ««  better 
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**    better  Confideration,  may  encounter  that  FinefTe  of 
6i  yours. 

"  Couns.  How,  I  pray  you  ? 

"  Just.  Even  by  declaring  Himfelf  to  be  indijfe- 
"  rent ;  by  calling  your  Lordfhips  together ;  and  by 
"  delivering  unto  you  that  He  heares  how  his  loving 
ec  Subjects  in  general  are  willing  to  fupply  Him,  if  it 
t(  pleafe  Him  to  call  a  Parliament ;  in  which  Refpect, 
*'  He  requires  fuch  of  you,  as  either  mifiike,  or  rather 
*«  feare  a  Parliament,  to  fet  down  your  Re&fons  in  wri- 
"  ting ;  and  fuch  as  wifti  and  defire  it  to  fet  down  their 
"  Anfwers  to  your  Objeclions  ;  and  fo  fhall  the  King 
**  prevent  the  calling,  or  not  calling  on  his  Majefly,  as 
"  fbme  of  your  great  Counfellors  have  done  in  many 
*'  other  Things,  fhrinking  up  their  Shoulders  and  fay- 
"  ing,  the  King  will  have  it  fo. 

**  Couns.  Well,  Sir,  it  grows  late,  and  I  will  bid 
t(  you  farewel ;  only  you  fhall  take  with  you  this  Ad- 
"  vice  of  mine ;  that  in  all  you  have  faid  againfl  our 
*■  greateft  Men,  thofe  Men,  in  the  End,  ihall  be  your 
«'  Judges  in  their  own  Caufe.  You,  that  trouble  youi*- 
*f  felf  with  Reformation,  are  like  tto  be  well  rewarded  ; 
"  for  hereof  you  may  allure  yourielfe,  that  We  will 
*'  never  allow  of  any  Invention,  how  profitable  foever, 
ss  unlefs  it  proceede,  or  feeme  to  proceede  from  cur- 
«  felves. 

"  Just.  If  then,  my  Lord,  We  may  prefume  to 
**  fay  that  Princes  may  be  unhappy  in  any  Thing,  cer- 
*<  tainly  They  are  unhappy  in  nothing  more  than  in 
*f  fufFering  Themfelves  to  be  fo  inclofed.  Againe  ;  if 
*c  we  may  believe  Pliny,  who  tells  us  that  it  is  an  ill 
**  Signe  of  Profperity  in  any  Kingdorne  or  State,  where 
*e  fuch  as  deferve  well  find  no  other  Recompence  than 
"  the  Contentment  of  their  owne  Confidences  ;  a  farre 
•*  worie  Signe  is  it,  where  the  juftly  Aecujed  fhall  take 
"  Revenge  of  the  yuft  Accufer.  But,  my  good  Lord, 
**  there  is  this  Hope  remaining  that  feeing  He  hath 
«*  been  abufed  by  Them  He  trailed  moft,  Jie  will  noc 

"  for 
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u  for  the  future  diihonour  his  Judgment,  fo  well  in- 
'*  form'd  by  his  own  Experience,  by  «xpofing  fuch 
«'  of  his  Vaffals  as  have  had  no  other  Motives  to  ferve 
'*  Him  than  fimply  the  Love  of  his  Perfon  and  Eftate, 
«'  to  their  Revenge,  who  have  onely  beene  moved  by 
"  the  Love  of  their  owne  Fortunes  and  their  Glory. 

"  Couns.     But,  good  Sir,  the  King  hath  not  been 
"  deceived  by  All. 

tc  Just.  No,  my  Lord;  neither  have  All  beene 
il  trufted  ;  neither  doth  the  World  accufe  All ;  but 
"  believe  that  there  beamongftyourLordfhips  veryjuft 
"  and  worthy  Men,  as  well  of  the  Nobility  as  others  ; 
u  but  Thofe,  though  moft  honour'd  in  the  Common- 
"  wealth,  yet  have  not  been  moft  emplo^d.  Your 
"  Lordfhip  knows  it  well  enough  that  three,  or  fo-ur 
of  your  Lord/hips  have  thought  your  Hands  ftrong 
enough  to  bear  up  alone  the  weightier!:  Affairs  in  the 
I  Commonwealth  ;  and  ftrong  enough  all  the  Land 
have  found  Them  to  beate  down  whom  They 
plea  fed. 

"  Couns.  I  underftand  you  ;  but  how  mail  it  ap- 
peare  that  They  have  onely  fought  Themfelves  ? 
"  Just.  There  needs  no  Perfpe  Stive  Glajfe  to  dif- 
(t  cerne  it ;  for  neither  in  the  Treaties  of  Peace  and 
"  War,  in  Matters  of  Revenue,  and  Matters  of  Trade, 
any  Thing  hath  happen'd  either  of  Love  or  Judg- 
ment. No,  my  Lord,  there's  not  any  one  Atlion  of 
"  Theirs  eminent,  great  or  [mall,  /^Greatness  of 
"  Themselves  only  excepted. 

"  Couns.     It  is  all  one.     Tour  Papers  can  neither 

"  anfwere,   nor  reply.     We  can. Beiides,  you  tell 

T  the  King  no  Newes,  in  delivering  thefe  Complaints  ; 
c  for  He  knowes  as  much  as  can  be  told  Him. 

"  Just.  For  the  firft,   my  Lord,    when  He  hath 

'  once  the  Reafon  of  Things  delivered  Him,  yourLord- 

il  ITiips  fhall   neede  to  be   well  advifed  in  your  An- 

"  fweres.     There  is  no Sophiftiie  will  ferve  the Turne. 

"  For  the  fecond,  to  fay  that  his  Majeftie  knowes   and 

"  cares 
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"  cares  not,  were  but  to  make  all  his  faithful  Subject 
tc  defpaise. 

"  Couns.     Howfoever  it  be,  That  is  nothing  t(l 
"  You,  that  have  no  Intereft  in  the  King'.s  Favour,   no: 
"  perchance  in  his  Opinion ;  and  concerning  fucb  at 
"  one,  the  mifliking,  or  but  mifconceiving  of  any  ota 
"  bard  Word,  Pbrafe,  or  Sentence,  .will  give  Argumen; 
"  to  the  King  either  to  condemn,  or   reject  the  whoh 
fi  Di/courfe.     But  howfoever  bis  Majefiie  may  negle<fi 
"  your  Informations,   you  may  be  fure  that  Others,  at . 
"  whom  you  point,  will  not  negleft  their  Revenges, 
"  You  will  therefore  confefTe  it,  when  it  is  too  late,  I 
"  that  you  are  exceeding  forry  that  you  have  not  fol- 1 
<f  low'd  my  Advice. 

"  Just. But,  my  Lord,  We  Ihall  doe  the  King  1 

ct  great  Wrong,  to  judge  Him  by  common  Rules,  or  ■ 
"  ordinary  Examples ;  for  feeing  his  Majefiie  hath  j| 
"  greatly  enrich'd  and  advanced  Tbofe,  that  have  but  I 
"  pretended  bis  Service,  no  Man  needs  to  doubt  of  his  I 
"  Goodneffe  towards  Tbofe,  that  ihall  performe  any  a 
'-'  Thing  worthy  Reward.  Nay,  the  not  taking  Know-  (1 
"  ledge  of  Thofe  of  bis  own  V offals,  that  have  done  \\ 
"  Him  Wrong,  is  more  to  be  lamented,  than  the  re-  a 
t(  linquifhing  of  Tbofe,  that  do  Him  Right,  is  to  be  fuf-  I 

"  pedted. -As  for  what  your  Lordftiip  tells  me,  pi 

"  that  I  pall  be  forry  for  not  following  your  Advice,  I 
"  I  pray  your  Lordfhip  to  believe    that  I  am  no  Way  I 
"  fubjecl  to  the  common  borrowing  of  worldly  Men, 
*'  this  Maxime  of  Plato  being  true  ;  Dolores  otnnes  ex 
((  Amore  Animi  ergo.  Corpus   nafcuntur ;    but  for  my 
"  Body,  my  Mind  values  it  at  nothing. 

"  Couns.     What  is  it  then  you  hope  for,  or  feeke  ? 

"  Just.  Neither  Riches,  nor  Honour,  nor  Thankee 
"  but  I  only  feeke   to   fatifie  his   Majeilie  (which  I" 
"  would  have  bin  glad  to  have  d3ne  in  Matters  of  more 
"  Importance)  that  I  have  lived  and  will  die  an  h  on  eft 
"  Man. 

.  We 
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We  may  here  fee  a  Specimen  of  the  glorious  Spirit  of 
Sir  Walter  Raleigh  ;  who  thought  it  his  Duty,  even 
under  Oppreffion,  to  admonifh  his  Prince  (for  this 
Piece  is  particularly  addrefs'd  to  Him)  again  ft  thofe 
infamous  Ministers,  who  inclofed  and  mifled  Him.  I 
make  no  Doubt  that  thefe  Lucifer  s,  as  He  calls  Them, 
accuied  Him  of  Indecency,  at  leaft,  if  not  of  Taclio?i 
and  Sedition,  in  cenfuring  the  Meafures  of  the  Court 
with  fo  much  Freedom.  Nay,  it  is  not  improbable 
that  this  Advice  might  be  term'd  by  Tbofe,  againfi 
whom  it  was  offer'd,  an  injolent  Attack  upon  Maj.fty 
'■tfelf;  and  perhaps  it  contributed,  in  fome  Meafuie,  to 
:he  execrable  Murther,  which  was  afterwards  perpe- 
rrated  on  that  great  and  excellent  Patriot,  under  the 
Form  and  Colour  of  Law.  J). 


tSfc  Z75.     Saturday,  OBohet  p,  1731. 


Sato's  Letters  and  the  Writings  of  the  Craftsman 
compared. 

Haft  Thou  appeaPd  unto  Cato?    Unto  Cato  fhalt 
Thou  go  f 

T  is  really  grown  a  very  tragi- comical 
Scene,  and  fills  one  with  an  equal 
Mixture  of  Indignation  and  Contempt, 
to  obferve  the  low  Shifts,  to  which  the 
miniflerial  Advocates  are  reduced,  and 
how  They  catch  hold  of  every  little 
in  order  to  keep  themfelves  and  their  Patron 
rom  linking.  Having  wallow'd  in  the  Mire  of  perfanal 
'lander  for  more  than  four  Months  paft,  and  made 
fe  of  the  grojfefi  Scurrility,  that  ever  denied  Paper,  to 

fupport 
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fupport  their  Caufe,  They  have  had  the  Folly  at  lafj. 
to  trump  up  Caffs  Letters  to  their  Ailiftance,  and  re-'l 
commend  them  to  the  World  as  an  Antidote  againft  m  \ 
Writings.  One  of  Them,  frr  particular,  hath  ridicu 
loufly  afferted  that  Cato's  Reafonings  againft  weak  am 
wicked  Minifters  were  not  to  be  employ  d  againft  th, 
prefent  Minifters,  nor  in  any  Manner  related  to  Them 
In  anfwer  to  This,  I  quoted  two  or  three  PafTages  fron 
thofe  Writings ,  undeniably  ieveFd  at  the  Perfon  of  hi: 
honourable  Patron,  who  is  ftigmatized  in  them  with 
the  Name  of  the  Screen.  Mr.  Waljtngbanfi  Repl) 
to  This  deferves  particular  Notice:  He  fays  that  the 
Papers,  from  which  I  made  my  Citations,  were  froi 
written  by  the  furviving  Author,  bat  by  the  late 
Mr.  Trenchard.  Now,  for  God's  fake,  what  is  Thi; 
to  the  Purpofe  ;  or  how  does  it  prove  the  Truth  of  hi* 
Affertion,  that  CatoV  Reafonings  (as  He  exprefs*d  it  in 
general  Terms)  did  not  relate,  in  any  Manner,  to  the 
present  Minister?  I  did  not  fay  that  the  furvi- 
ving Author  wrote  thofe  Papers;  nor  indeed  is  -it  of 
any  Confequence  to  the  Publick  whether  He.  did  or  not. 
It  is  the  Matter  of  thofe  Writings,  on  which  I  infilled 
and  muft  continue  to  infift,  (hnce  it  is  brought  into 
Difpute)  without  regarding  by  whom  They  were 
written ;  though  it  feems  a  little  unaccountable  how 
Mr.  Walfingham  mould  be  able  to  make  fuch  a- particu- 
lar DiftincTion  between  the  Writings  of  theft  two  Gen- 
tlemen. I  am  very  well  affured  that  the  furviving 
Author  would  fcorn  to  give  Him  any  fuch  Authority. 
I  am  likewife  confident  that  He  defpifes  the  naufeous 
Adulation  of  this  dirty,  little- Creature  as  heartily  as  I 
defpife  his  Billing /gate  Scurrility;  which  deferves 
another  Jtind  of- Anfwer,  if  it  deferves  any. 

No  Provocations  therefore  from  fuch  a  Wretch  ihall 
ever  tempt  me  to  fay  any  Thing  unhandfome  of  a  Gen- 
tleman, whom  I  admire  as  an  excellent  Writer,  and 
efteem  as  a  Contender  for  Liberty;  but  I  am  not  con- 
scious of  any  Obligations,   which  I  lye  under  to-  Him, 

as 
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as  Walfingham  fuggefts ;  nor  do  I  think  it  any  Breach 
of  Friendpip  (as  He  is  pleafed  to  term  a  common  Ac- 
quaintance) to  juftify  my  own  Conduct  by  thofe 
Writings,  which  have  been  invidioufly  recommended 
and  urged  againft.  Me.  If  even  the  firicleft  Friendjbip 
lays  a  Man  under  fuch  a  Reftraint,  no  wife  Man  would 
ever  contract  any. 

I  was  induced,  for  a  particular  Reafon,  to  defer  the 
Examination  of  this  Point  for  one  Week ;  and  I  am 
forry  that  it  is  neceffary  at  all ;  but  the  foolifh  Ef- 
:  frontery  of  Thofe,  who  have  extolPd  the  Defign  of 
i  CWs  Letters,  in  Derogation  of  the  Craftf?nan,  makes 
it  incumbent  upon  me  to  vindicate  Myfelf.  I  fhall  do 
This,  as  concifely  as  pollible,  by  mewing  that  there 
;s  hardly  any  material  Point,  which  hath  been  objected 
:o  in  One,  and  which  may  not  be  juftify  *d  by  fome- 
thing  parallel  in  the  Other. 

Let  me  only  premife  farther  that  the  Publifkers  of 
hefe  Volumes  have  dropt  the  original  Dates,  at  the 
rlead  of  each  particular  Paper  ;  fo  that  it  is  impoflible 
or  us  direclly  to  afcertain  the  Time,  when  they  were 
irft  publihYd ;  but  according  to  the  beft  Calculation  I 
im  able  to  make,  I  think  I  may  venture  to  fay  that  my 
Lord  Sunderland  dyed  before  the  Conclufion  of  the 
"econd  Volume. — If  there  was  no  particular  Reafon  for 
>mitting  thefe  Dates,  I  wifh  MeiT.  Peek  and  Company 
vould  be  fo  good  as  to  reftore  them  in  the  next  hn- 
rejfion  ;  becaufe  they  are  certainly  of  very  great  Ufe 
n  judging  of  Papers,  written  upon  particular  Occafions, 
md  efpecially  upon  political  Sub je its. 

Mr.  WAnvers  fet  out  with  averting  the  Liberty  of 

he  Prefs,    and    the   Right    of  private  Judg?nent  in 

Matters  of  Government. — Cato^s  Letters  abound  with 

-laims  of  the  lame  Kind,  and  Arguments  to  the  fame 

'urpofe ;  particularly  in  the  following  PaiTages. 

"  All  Miniflers,  who  were  OppreJJbrs,    or  intended 

to  be  Oppreffors,  have  been  loud  in  their  Complaints 

againft  Freedom  of  Speech,    and  the  Licence  of  the 

«  Prefs ; 
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*'  Prefs ;  and  always  reftrain'd,  or  endeavour'd  to  r 
"  ftrain  both.  In  Consequence  of  This,  They  ha^ 
"  brow-beaten  Writers,  and  punifhed  Them  violent] 
4i  and  againft  Law,  and  burnt  their  Works ;  by  a 
*f  which  They  fhow'd  how  much  Truth  alarm'd  Then 
"  and  how  much  They  were  at  Enmity  with  Truth. 
*f  Freedom  of  Speech  being  therefore  of  infinite  In 
**  portance  to  the  Prefervation  of  Liberty  j  every  on 
**  who  loves  Liberty,  ought  to  encourage  Freedom 
"  Speech.  Hence  it  is  that  I,  living  in  a  Country  i 
*'  Liberty,  and  under  the  bell  Prince  upon  Earth,  fha 
(i  take  this  very  favourable  Opportunity  of  fervir 
"  Mankind,  by  warning  them  of  the  hideous  Mifchk 
*l  They  will  fuffer,  if  ever  corrupt  and  wicked  Mi 
Ci  ihall  hereafter  get  PofTeffion  of  any  State,  and  tl 
*'  Power  of  betraying   their  Mafter"  The  who 

Paper  is  upon  this  Subject  and  may  be  feen  in  Vol. 

A97- 

■"  But  fome  have  faid,    it  is  not  the  Bufinefs  of  pr 

"  vate  Men  to  meddle  with  Government ;  a  bold,  fal 

"  and  difhoneit  Saying  -,    and  whoever  fays  it,  eith< 

*•'  knows  not  what  He  fays,    or  cares  not,  or  flavifhl 

fc  fpeaks  the  Senfe  of  others.     It  is  a  Cant  now  almo 

**  forgot  in  England,    and  which  never  prevail'd  bi 

"  when  Liberty  and  the  Conftitution  were  attack'd,  an  i 

"  never  can  prevail  but  upon  the  like  Occafon — It  i 

*'  in  iliort,  a  Saying,  which  ought  to  render  the  Mai 

"  who  utters  it,  for  ever  incapable  of  Place,  or  Cred 

*f  in  a  free  Country,  as  it  mews  the  Malignity  of  h 

"  Heart,    and  the  Bafenefs  -of  his  Nature,   and  as  it; 

*£  -the  pronouncing  of  a  Doom  upon  our  Con/lit utiotn 

"  a  Crime,    or  rather  a  Complication  of  Crimes,  fc . 

'*  which  a   lofting  Infamy  ought  to  be  but  Part  of  th: 

**  Punifhment. See  the  whole  Paper,    Vol.  i.  A 

306. 

Mr.  jyAnvers  hath  frequently  obferved,    in  Juiiic  ! 

to  the   People,    that  They  commonly  judge   right  c  j 

pub  lick  Management,  becaufe  They  judge  by  their  Fee\ 

**  inn 
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ing,  and  are  not  byafs'd  by  Ambition.  Let  us  hear 

what  Cato  fays  upon  the  fame  Subject.. 

"  In  free  Countries  the  People  know  all  This.  They 
"  have  their  five  Senfes  in  as  great  Perfection  as  have 
<*'  Tbofe,  who  would  treat  Them  as  if  They  hid  none. 
**  They  never  hate  their  Governors,  'till  their  Gover- 
«<  nors  deferve  to  be  hated ;  and  when  This  happens  to 
w  be  the  Cafe,  not  abfolute  Power  itfelf,  nor  the  Affec- 
M  tions  of  &  Prince,  inveiled  with  it,  can  protecl  and 
"  employ  Miniflers  detejled  by  the  People. ■  Vol.  i. 
"  /.  1 84. 

"  Some  will  tell  us  that  This  is  fetting  up  the  Mob 
"  for  Statefmen,  and  for  the  Cenfurers  of  States.  The 
u  Word  Mob  does  not  at  all  move  me,  upon  this  Oc- 
"  cafion,  nor  weaken  the  Grounds  I  go  upon.  It  is 
"  certain  that  the  whole  People,  who  are  the  Pub  lick, 
"  are  the  beft  Judges  whether  Things  go  ill  or  well 
with  the  Publick.  It  is  true,  They  cannot  all  of 
Them  fee  4iftant  Dangers,  nor  watch  the  Motions 
and  guefs  the  Defigns  of  neighbouring  States ;  but 
every  Cobbler  can  judge,  as  well  as  a  State/man,  whe- 
ther He  can  lit  peaceably  in  his  Stall ;  whether  He 
is  paid  for  his  Work  ;  whether  the  Market,  where 
He  buys  his  Victuals,  is  well  provided  >  and  whe- 
ther a  Dragoon,  or  a  Parijh  Officer  comes  to  Him  for 
his  Taxes,  if  He  pays  any,  Vol.  i.  p.  $8. 
Mr.  D'Anvers  hath  recommended  political  J ealoujy% 
and  lb  hath  Cato,  who  calls  it  a  necejfary  and  laudable 

Vajfion  in  the  People.' Vol.  \.  p.  267. 

The  Craftfrngn  hath  often  ridiculed  the  Complaints 
Df  the  Court  Writers  againft  Libels,  Malecontents  and 
Incendiaries,  when  Men  in  Power  give  no  jurt,  Occaiion 
or  them. Cato  hath  done  the  fame,  in  many  Pla- 
ces, befides  the  following. 

"  'Tis  childifh  to  fay  that  a  few  Flies  and  Infeffs 
can  raiie  a  great  Duft ;  or  that  as  many  difappointed 
and  unpreferr'dMen  can  ihake  a  great  Kingdom  with 
a  wife  Prince  at  the  Head  of  it,  fupported  with  fuch 
Vol.  VIII.  P  "  Power 
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*'  Power  and  Dependencies.  A  great  Fire  cannot  b 
ie  raifed  without  Fewel ;  and  the  Materials,  whic  ; 
i*  make  it,  mult  have  been  comhuftible  before.  And  i 
-**  This  is  our  Cafe,  We  ought  to  ask,  hozv  they  cam  > 
'"  to  be  fo,  and  who  made  them  inflamable  ?  Who  lai< 
V  the  Gunpowder,  as  well  as  who  fried,  or  intends 
%  to  fireit.  —  Vol.  3.  p.  220. 

'"  The  beft  Way  to  prevent  Libels  is  not  to  deferv 
*(  them,  and  to  defpife  them,  and  then  they  alway 
**  lofe  their  Force;  for  certain  Experience  fhews  u 
*f  that  the  more  Notice  is  taken  of  them,  the  more  the1 
d<  are  publifh'd.  Guilty  Men  alone  fear  them,  or  are  hur 
*'  by  them.,  whofe  Aclions  will  not  bear  Examination 
"  and  therefore  muft  not  be  examined.  'Tis  Facl  alone 
"  which  annoys  Them  ;  for  if  you  will  tell  no  Truth 
i(  I  dare  lay  you  may  have  their  Leave  to  teH  as  man) 
;"  Lies  as  you  pleafe.  —  Vol.  3..  p.  248. 

The  Craft/man  hath  frequently  expofed  the  Folly  0 
Parties,  and  the  knavifh  Defigns  of  their  Leaders.— 
The  following  PafTages  prove  Cato  to  have  been  of  th< 
fame  Opinion  m  this  RefpecL  . 

"  It  is  high  Time,  at  laft,  for  the  Bubbles  of  al 
•*'  Parties,  for  Whigs  and  Tories,  for  High-Church  anc 
"  Low-Church,  to  come  to  an  EclairciJJement,  and  nc 
*'  longer  mfFer  themfelves  to  be  bought  and  fold  by 
*'  their  Drivers.  Let  them  ceafe  to  be  Calves  anil 
S<  Sheep,  and  they  will  not  be  ufed  like  Calves  and 
*e  Sheep. 

*i  Let  us  not  therefore  hereafter  fufter  ourfelves  to  be 
-"  fet  together  by  the  Ears,  and  make  Crouds,  which 
"  are  the  Harveft  of  Pickpockets.  Let  us  learn  to  value 
*<  an  honeji  Man  of  another  Party,  more.than  a  Knave 
\\  of  our  own.  Let  the  only  Contention  be  who  mail  be 
"  moil  ready  to  fpew  out  their  own  Rogues,  and  I  wiH 
"  be  anfwerabie  all  other  Differences  will  foon  be  at  an 
*'  End; — Vol.  1.  p.  109. 

"  So  wildly  do  Men  run  on  to  confound  "Names  and 
**  Things. I  We  call  Men  opprobrioufly  Tories,  for  acting 

"  the 
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"  the  belt  Part  of  Whiggifm  ',  and  honourably  chriften 
"  oarfelves  Whigs,  when  we  are  openly  a&ing  the  vileil 
«*  Parts  oiToryifm  ;  fuch  Parts  as  the  Tories  never  at- 
*f  tempted  to"  a  ft. —  Vol.  3.  p.zoj. 

WAnvers  complains  that  his  Adverfaries  always  blend 
the  Meafures  of  a  Minifter  with  the  perfonal  Intereft  of 
the  Prince. —  And  does  not  Cato  bear  his  Teitimony 
againft  the  fame  vile  Artifices  in  feveral  Places  ?  Let 
the  Reader  judge  of  the  following  PafTages. 
"  We  have  been  told  of  the  Times,  and  fome  Men 
)  ie  now  living-  do  remember  to  have  feen  them,  when 
unworthy  Men,  who  by  Faction  and  Treachery,  by 
mean  Compliances  with  Power,  or  by  iniblently  da- 
ring of  Authority,  having  railed  Themielves  to  Wealth 
and  Honours,  and  to  rhe  Power  of  betraying  fome 
eonfiderable  Truft,  have  had  the  provoking  Saucinefs 
toscail  Themselves  ^Government,  and  their 
owmRogueries  his  then  Majesty's  Measures; 
and  the  next  Thing  was  to  pronounce  all  Thofe  Ene- 
mies to  his  then  Majefty,  who  would  endeavour  to 
refcue  their  abufed  King  and  finking  Country  out  of 
their  devouring  and  polluted  Claws. —  Vol.  \.p.  85. 
"  Before  I  have  done,  I  would  take  Notice  of  ano- 
ther Miltake  very  common,  concerning  Loyalty.  It 
is,  indeed,  a  Trick  more  than  a  Miflake  ;  I  mean  of 
Thofe,  who  would  afTert,  or  rather  create  a  Sort  of 
Loyalty  to  Minifter s,  and  make  every  Thing,  which 
they  did  not  like,  an  Offence  againft  their  Mafter.  — 
The  above  is  a  Method,  which  bad  Minifter s  have 
ever  taken  ;  but  which  good  ones  want  not.  Innocent 
Minifter s  will  never  proilitute  the  Name  and  Autho- 
rity of  the  Prince,  to  protect  their  own  Faults  and 
Miftakes  ;  and  every  wife  and  indifferent  Man  will 
be  for  preferving  Him  from  the  Imputation  of  the 
Guilt  and  Folly  of  his  Servants ;  who,  whenever  they 
are  thrufting  in  their  Mafter  between  Themfelves  and 
the  Cenfure,  or  Odium  of  their  own  Aclions,  do  at 
once  acknowledge  that  their  own  Aclions  are  evil, 
P  2  "  and 
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"  and   that  they  would   barbaroufly  and   ungrateful! 
"  make  *  Screen  of  their  Sovereign,  and  fa ve  Them1 
"  felves  upon  his  Ruin,  oxDifgraee. —  Vol.  I.  p.  294  j 

The  Craft/man  hath  ufed  his  utmoft  Endeavours  t 
expofe  the  iniquitous  Traffick  of  Stockjobbing,  and  th 
dangerous  Practices  of  exclufive  Corporations.  —  Cat 
likewife  hath  beftow'd  fo  many  Papers  upon  this  Sufc 
jecl,  that  it  would  be  en^lefs,  and  for  that  Reaion  i  j 
needlefs  to  quote  any.  I  ihall  therefore  only  refer  th 
Reader  to  two  Papers,  (Vol.  3.  p.  169. )  in  which  H 
hath  proved  exclujwe  Companies  to  be  not  only  deftrucliv  • 
of  Trade,  but  dangerous  to  our  Conflitution,  as  they  at 
ier  the  Ballance  of  our  Government,  too  much  injluenc 
our  Legijlature,  and  are  ever  the  Confederates,  or  Tooi 
§f  ambitious  and  defigning  State/men.  —  If  I  remembc 
right,  the  fevere  Reflections  in  thefe  Difcourfes,  whicl 
were  publiih'd  long  after  my  Lord  Sunderland's  Death 
induced  fomebody  in  Authority  to  buy  off  the  Proprie  i 
tors  of  the  London  Journal,  and  obliged  Cato  to  fet  u] 
another  Paper. 

It  may  be  proper  to  put  Mr.  Walfingham  in  mine  \ 
that,  amongft  other  Complaints  againit.  Companies  ancj 
Stockjobbing,  He  hath   particularly  condemn'd  all  collu  \ 
five  Bargains   to   raife  South  Sea  Stock  above  the  rea 
Value 5  particularly  the  Bank  Contract  by  Name 
which  He  calls,  by  an  apparent  Irony,  that  honeft  am 
fen" he-able  Bargain  to  thePublick.  — Vol.  3.  p.  191, 
The  vjhole  Paper  is  upon  that  Subjecl. 

As  to  Gibraltar,  every   Body   muft  remember  witl 
what  Zeal  the  Writers  ofCato's  Letters  exprefs'd  thei 
high  Notions  of  the  Importance  of  that  Place,  and  thei. 
Apprehenfions  of  fome  clandefiine  Promifes,  or  Stipula 

tions,  for  giving  it  up,  or  fufTering  it  to  be  taken 

The  very  firfl  Letter  in  the  Collection  is  upon  this  im- 
portant Point. 

The  Craft/man  hath  often  exprefs'd  his  Apprehen- 
fions of  the  Danger  of  large  fan  ding  Armies,  in  Time: 
of  Peace ;  but  hath  never  yet  entered  very  deep  into  thai 

««  Subject  \ 
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Subjeft;  whereas  there  is  fcarce  a  Paper,  upon  any 
political  SubjeSl,  in  all  C<?/<?'s  Letters,  in  which  they 
are  not  ftrongly  condemn'd  as  the  very  Bane  of  all 
Liberty. See  bis  whole  Series  of  Dfcourfes  up- 
on Liberty  and  Tyranny.  Vol.  2.  from  p.  41  to 
p.  230. 

Mr.  U  Anvers  hath  been  accufed  of  treating  Mi- 
nifters,  in  general,  too  contemptuoufly  and  ieverely. 
Let  us  hear  how  Cato  treats  Them. 

*  Great  Crimes  protect  themfelves  and  one  another  ; 

*  fo  that,  in  Effect,  Crimes  are  not  always  punifh'd 
becaufe  they  are  Crimesi  but  becaufe  they  are  not 
mighty  Crimes ;  nor,  in  the  inflicting  of  Puniih- 
ments,  hath  the  Offence,  or  the  Offender  been  con- 
fider'd,  but  only  the  Figure  of  the  Offender  ;  who, 
if  He  was  poor  and  neceffitous,  hath  been  put  to 
Death ;  if  great  and  ambitious,  he  hath  been  pro- 
tefted,  or  preferr'd.  And  thus  it  is  that  Halters 
and  Garters,  Axes  and  white  Staves,  Palaces  and 
Dungeons  have  been  often  miferably  confounded  and 

mifplaced. Vol.  3.  p.   18. 

"  Child,  the  Highwayman,  robb'd  the  Mail,  and 
was  put  to  Death ;  but,  in  Mead  of  the  Mail,  had 
he  robb'd  the  Nation,  ( I  mean  any  Nation  but 
This )  He  might  probably  have  govern'd  it ;  and, 
inftead  of  hanging  in  Chains,  led  a  whole  People 
in   Chains,  and  been  dubb'd   an   able  Statefman  and 

a  faithful  Minifter. Vol  ^.  p.  196. 

What    an   Outcry   hath   been    made    againfl:    Mr. 

*  Anvers,    for  juitifying  an  accidental  Expreflion    a- 
dnft  a   Minifter,   in  the  Warmth  of  a  Debate,  which 

call'd  a  Vow  of  Deftrutlion  ?  But  it  happens  un- 
ckily  for  thefe  Writers,  that  Cato  hath  made  Uie  of 
e  fame  ExprefTions,  even  in  Tenninis,  in  a  premedi- 
<ted  -Effay.     It  runs  thus, 

"  Let  us  pursue  to  Dijgrace,  Destruction,  and 
even  Death,  Thole,  who   have   brought  this   Ruin 
upon  us,  let  them  be  ever  fo  great,  or  ever  fo  ma- 
P  3  «  ny, 
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"  ny.  —  They   have  made  many  bold,   defperate,  anc 
f<  wicked  Attempts  to  destroy  Us.  Let  us  ftrike  on* 

"  honeft   and    bold  Stroke  to  destroy    Them." 

"  Vol.   1.  p.  in. 

Mr.  D  Anvers  hath  iriveigh'd  very  largely  againf 
Corruption  ;  but  hath  He  done  it  in  ftronger  Term 
than  Cato  inveighs  againft  it,  in  the  following  Para 
graph  I 

"But  even  tbefe  corrupt  Advantages  are  no  longe 
€t  to  be  had  upon  the  fame  Terms.  The  Bow  i 
*'  flretch'd  fo  far,  that  it  muil  break,  if  it  goes  fai 
"  ther.  Corruption,  like  all  other  Things,  hath  ii 
*\  Bounds,  and  mull  at  laft  dellroy  itfelf,  or  deftro; 
*f  every  Thing  elfe.  We  are  already  almoft  mortgage, 
M  from  Head  to  Foot.  There  is  fcarce  any  Thing 
*■*.  which  can  be  tax*d,  that  is  not  tax*d.  Our  Veir 
"  have  been  open'd  and  drain'd  fo  long,  that  there  i 
"  nothing  left  but  our  Hearts  Blood. —  Vol.  3.  p.  230. 
Let  us  now  fee  whether  Cato  hath  not  &id  as  muci 
upon  the  Article  of  penfionary  and  dependent  Parlk 
mefits  as  Mr.  D"1  anvers. 

Having  mark'd'  out  fome  of  the  Methods,  which  ba 
Minifters  take  to  enjlave  the  People,  He  goes  on  thus. 

"  If  fuch  Meafures  fhould  ever  be  taken  in  zriyfn 
*'  Co  mi  try,  where  the  People  chufe  Deputies  to  reprt 
"  fent  Them,  then  they  will  endeavour  to  bribe  th 
*'  Electors  in  the  Choice  of their  Reprefentatives,  an  i 
**  fo   to   get  a  Council  of  their  own  Creatures  ;  an 
"  where  They  cannot  mcceed  with  the  Eleclors,  The 
f'f  will   endeavour  to  corrupt  the  Deputies,   after  The 
"  are  chofen,  with   the  Money  given  for  the  public 
"  Defence,  and  to  draw  into  the  Perpetration  of  the;  \ 
*'  Crimes   tbofe  very   Men,   from  whom  the  betray 
"  People  expect  the  Redrels  of  their  Grievances,  ar 
"**  the  Punifhment  of  thofe  Crimes.  —  Vol.  1.  p.  ll"\ 
"  I  think,  I  may  with    great  Modefty  affirm  tha 
"  in  former  Reigns,    the  People  of  England  found  r 
**  fufficient  Security  in  the  Number  of  their  Reprejh 

<«  tattve 
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«'  talipes.  What  with  the  Croud  of  Offices  in  the 
¥  Gift  of  the  Crown,  which  were  poiTefs'd  by  Men  of 
ft  no  other  Merit,  nor  held  by  any  other  Tenure,  but 
«'  meerly  a  Capacity  to  get  into  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
<{  and  the  Dijfervice  They  could  and  would  do  their 
jSf  Country  there  ;  and  what  with  the  Promifes  and 
"  Expectations  given  to  Others,  who  by  Court-Infiu- 
(t  ence,  and  often  by  Court-Money,  carry'd  their  Electi- 
flf  ons ;  what  by  artful  CarefTes,  and  the  familiar  and 
«'  deceitful  AddrefTes  of  great  Men  to  weak  Men  ;  what 
**  with  luxurious  Dinners,  and  Rivers  of  Burgundy, 
f*  Cbampaigne  and  Tokay  thrown  down  the  Throats  of 
i(  Gluttons ;  and  what  with  Penfions  and  other  perfo- 
f  nal  Gratifications •,  beftow'd  where  Wind  and  Smoke 
f  would  not  pafs  for  current  Coin  ;  what  with  Party 
"  Watcb-Words  and  imaginary  Terrors  fpread  amongft 
"  the  drunken  Squires  arid  the  deluded  and  enthufia- 
m  Hick  Bigots,  of  dreadful  Deli gns  inEmbrio  to  blow 
i{  up  the  Church  and  the  Proteftant  Intereft  ;  and  fome- 
"  times  with  the  Dread  of  mighty  Invalions  jufl  ready 
11  to  break  upon  us  from  the  Man  in  the  Moon ;  I  fay, 
"  by  all  thefe  corrupt  Arts,  the  Reprefentatives  of  the 
"  EngUJh  People,  in  former  Reigns,  have  been  brought 
"  to  betray  the  People,  and  to  join  with  their  Oppref- 
"  fors.  —  Vol.  2.  ^.65. 

I  will  quote  one  PafTage  more,  becaufe  it  is  exactly 
agreeable  to  what  I  have  formerly  obferved,  concern- 
ing Majorities  and  Minorities. 

"  It  is  a  miftaken  Notion  in  Government,  that  the 
"  Intereft  of  the  Majority  is  only  to  be  confulted  ; 
"  fince  in  Society  every  Man  hath  a  Right  to  every 
"  Man's  ArTillance  in  the  Enjoyment  and  Defence  of 
'*  his  private  Property,  other  wile  the  greater  Number 
'*  may  fell  the  lejfer  and  divide  their  Elcates  among 
f*  themfelves ;  and  fo,  inftead  of  a  Scciety,  where  all 
'*  peaceable  Men  are  protected,  become  a  Con/piracy  of 
"  the  Many,  againfl  the  Minority. —  Vol.  2.  p.  73. 

The 
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This 1  was  Cato's  Senfe  of  former  Parliaments ;  and 
He  feems  to  be  apprehenfive  that  it  might  be  the  Cafe 
of  modern  Parliaments,  by  his  warm  Exhortations  to 
the  ElecJors.*—See  Vol.  2.  p.   164. 

Another  heavy  Charge  againft  Mr.  U  Anvers  is,, 
that  He  hath  fpoken  difrepe&fully  of  Kings  in  general, 
and  particularly  of  their  late  and  prefmt  Majefies,by 
afferting  that  Kings  are  the  Servants  of  the  People, 
and  that  the  prefent,  royal  Family  inherit  the  Crown  by 
no    other  'Tenure,  than  the  Confeni  and  Authority  of 

the  People   ajfembled  in  Parliament. Let  us  fee 

therefore  whether  Cato  hath  not  advanced  the  fame 
Doftrines,  even  in  much  ftronger  Terms. Con- 
cerning Kings  in  general,  He  fpeaks  thus. 

"  Nations  are  then  free,  when  their  Magi  fir  at  es 
ct  are  their  Servants ;  and  then  Slaves,  when  their 
*'  Magift rates  are  their  MafteYs.  The  Commonwealth 
"  does  not  belong  to  Them,  but  They  belong  to  the1 
ff  Commonwealth. — Vol.  3.  p.  78. 

"  We  have  Inltances  of  Princes,  who,  to  gratify  the" 
<l  Ambition  and  Rapine  of  a  few  forry  Servants,  have 
"  loft  the  Hearts  of  their  whole  People,  and  detached' 
«'  Themlelves  from  their  good  Subjetls,  to  protect  thefe 
(e  Men  in  their  Iniquity  ;  who  yet  had  done  Them' 
*'  no  other  Service,  but  That  of  deftroying  their  Repu~ 
"  tat  ion  and '  jh a  king  their  Throne. Vol.  2.  p.  88. 

"  I  have  been  told  of  a  Prince,  who  whilit  y&t  un- 
"  der  Age,  being  reproved  by  his  Governor  for  doing 
ts  Things  ill,  or  indecent,  ufed  to  anfwer,  Je  fuis  Roy, 
"  Tarn  King ;  as  if  his  Quality  had  altered  the  Na- 
"  ture  of  Things,  and  He  Himfelf  had  been  better  than 
*'  other  Men,  whilft  He  acted  worfe.  But  He  fpoke 
61  from  that  Spirit,  which  had  been  inftill'd  into  Him 
"  from  his  Cradle.  1  am  King  t  And  what  then,  Sir  ? 
'*  The  Office  of  a  King  is  not  to  do  Evil,  but  to  pie- 
"  vent  it.  You  have  royal  Blood  in  your  Veins  ;  but 
"  the  Blood  of  your  Page  is,  without  being  royal,  as 
*'  good  as  yours i  or,  if  you  doubt,  try  the  Difference 

«  in 
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"  in  a  Couple  of  Porringers,  next  Time  you  are  ill,  and 
"  learn  from  this  Confideration  and  Experimennt,  that 
"  by  Nature  you  are  no  better  than  your  People, 
"  though  fubjed't  from  your  Fortune  to  be  worfe,  as 
"  many  of  your  Anceflors  have  been. — Vol.  2.  p.  279. 

Concerning  the  Title  of  the  prefent,  royal  Family  t 
He  delivers  Himfelf  in  thefe  remarkable  Words. 

"  With  Thanks  to  God,  I  own  We  have  a  Prince 
"  fo  fenlible  of  this  Right  (viz.  the  Right  vf  the  Peo- 
"  pie)  and  who  owes  his  Crown  fo  intirely  to  the 
"  Principles  laid  down,  and  I  think  fully  proved,  in 
"  thefe  Letters,  that  it  is  impoffible  to  fufpecl,  either 
"  from  his  Inclinations,  his  Intereil,  or  his  known  Ju- 
f1  flice,  that  He  mould  eter  fall  into  any  Meafures  to 
"  deflroy  that  People,  who  have  given  Him  his  Crown, 
"  and  fupported  Him  in  it  with  fo  much  Generofty 
11  and  Expence  ;  or  that  He  Ihould  undermine,  by  thoie 

"  Means,    the  Ground,   upon  which  He  Jlands. 

w  This  is  contrary  to  the  Tenor  of  his  whole  Life  and 
"  Aclions ;  who,  as  He  hath  received  three  Crowns  from 
"  their  Gift,  fo  He  lies  under  all  the  Ties  of  Genero- 
"  fity,  Gratitude  and  Duty  to  cherijb  and  protecl  Them, 
"  and  to  make  Them  always  great,  free  and  happy.— 
«  Vol  2.  p.  68. 

Mr.  1? drivers  has  been  accufed  of  a  Kind  of  Trea- 
fon,  for  only  glancing,  now  and  then,  at  lbme  Speeches 
from  the  Throne ;  but  where  hath  He  taken  the  fame 
Liberties  with  them,  which  Cato  hath  taken  (and, 
indeed,  I  think  very  juftly )  with  his  late  Majefifs 
Speech,  at  the  Beginning  of  the  Seffion,  in  the  Year 
I72i,and  with  the  Order  of  Council,  in  the  fame  Year, 
againft  the  Hell-Fire  Clubs? — See  Vol.  i.p.  36 — 224. 

I  could  likewife  produce  feveral  PafTages  out  of  Cato's 
Letters,  in  which  He  hath  fpoken  of  foreign  Do?ni^ 
nions  in  the  fame  Manner  with  Myfelf  and  argued  a- 
gainft  making  the  Intereft  of  Great  Britain  fubfervient 
to  them ;  but  my  Paper   is   already  extended  to 

a  great  Length,  and  it  would  be  endiefs  to  exhauft  this 
Subjeft.  I  have 
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I  have  already  ihewn,  and  I  think  undeniably,  that 
Cato"s  Letters  are  liable  to  the  fame  Objections  with 
the  Writings  of  the  Craft/man,  in  every  material  Article  ; 
unlefs  it  is  expected  that  we  ihould  likewife  produce 
Authorities  out  of  thofe  Letters  to  juftify  what  we 
have  faid  concerning  the  Treaties  of  Hanover,  Seville, 
&c.  the  HeJJian  Troops,  the  Wolfenbuttle  Subfidies,  the- 
Irijb  Recruits,  the  late  Depredations  on  our  Merchants 
in  the  Weft  Indies,  the  violated  Honour  of  the  Bri- 
tijh  Flag,  the  Reparation  of  Dunkirk,  the  new  Works 
of  the  Spaniards  about  Gibraltar,  the  pragma  tick  Sanc- 
tion, the  Engagements*  and  Operations  in  Favour  of 
Don  Carlos,  and  feveral  other  Topicks  of  political  De- 
bate, which  did  not  exift,  whilft  Cato  was  writing. 

Having,  I  fay,  undeniably  fhewn  the  Concurrence 
of  Cato  and  Me,  in  every  Point,  in  which  it  can  be 
fuppofed  we  ihould  concur,.  I  will  add  one  more  Paf- 
{age,  in  which  our  joint  Complaints  are  recapitulated 
and  fumm'd  up  in  the  following  Words,  which  I  have 
formerly  quoted,  addrefs'd  to  the  Freeholders  of  Great 
Britain. 

"  Let  us  not  therefore,  my  Countrymen,  defert  or  de- 
fi  eeive  our  felves,.  or  think  We  can  be  fafe,  if  ever  fucb 
"  Men  (viz.  Penft  oners,  Placemen  and  Dependents  J  can 
"  get  into  Power.  Let  us  not  again  be  deluded  with. 
"  falfe  Promifes  and  deceitful  Affurances ;  but  let  us 
**  judge  what  Men  will  do,  by  what  they  have  done. 
"  What  warm  and  plaulible  Remonftrances  have  you 
"  formerly  heard  and  received  ?  What  impetuous 
*'  Storms  and  Hurricanes  of  falfe  and  counterfeit  Zeal 
««  againft  Qppreftions  and  Mi/carriages  in  the  lata 
"  Reigns ;  againft  exorbitant  Penfions,  outragious  Taxes, 
"  wild  and  expenfive  Expeditions  j  againft  increafing  the 
<<  pub  lick  Debts ;  zgdlmScftanding  Troops,  quartered  up 
*4  and  down  your  Countries ;  againft  opprejjive  Com- 
"  panies,  to  the  Deilrucliion  of  your  Trade  and  Induftryy 
<c  againft  private  Mens  raifing  immenfe  Eft  ate  s 
"  upon  your  Ruin  ;  and  againft  their  bribing  and  cor- 

"  rupting 
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"  rupting  the  Guardians  of  the  pub  lick   Liberty  ?  • 

"  And  are  you,  at  laft,  perfectly  eafy  in  every  one  of 

«<  thofe  Complaints  ? — Vol.  z.  p.  167. 

I  don't  know  whether  all  ihefe  Quotations  will  yet 
convince  Osborne  and  Walfingham  of  their  monftrous 
Indifcretion,  in  urging  thefe  Writings  againft  Me  ;  tho* 
the  Hyp-Do  clor  and  the  Flying-Poft  (  who  are  infinitely- 
better  Writers  than  They)  have  already  done  me  Juftice 
in  this  Point,  by  putting  Cato  and  the  Craft/man  on 
the  fame  Foot.;  I  mean,  as  faclious  Incendiaries.  Nay, 
the  latter  hath  even  given  us  large  Extracts  from  a 
•Pamphlet,  publifhed  againft  Cato's  Letters  at  the  Time, 
when  they  came  out  in  Jingle  Papers ;  by  which 
it  appears  that  the  very  fame  Objeftions  were  ac- 
tually made  againft  Him  and  his  Patron,  which  arc 
now  made  -againft  Me  and  the  Gentleman,  whom 
They  do  me  the  Honour  to  call  my  Patron.  But  Of* 
borne  and  Walfngham  are  fuch  incorrigible  Block- 
heads, and  always  perfift  fo  fteadily  in  their  Blunders, 
when  They  are  the  moft  fully  detected,  that  I  de- 
fpair  of  drawing  any  Acknowledgments  of  Conviction 
from  Them.  Ltt  Them  therefore  blunder  on  and, 
with  fhamelefs  Obftinacy,  triumph  in  their  Blunders. 
—It  can  hurt  nobody  but  Themfelves. 

Indeed,  the  only  Difference  between  the  Authors  of 
Cato*s  Letters  and  the   Writers  of  the  Craftfman  is, 
that  We  have  not  yet  gone  fo  far  in  many   Points  as 
They  have  done ;  efpecially    in  our   Reflections  upon 
Men  in  Power ;  for  though  We  have  often  calPd  very 
loudly  for  national  Juftice   a$d  Vengeance  on  wicked 
Miniflers,  the  Plunderers  and  Opprcjfors  of  their  Coun- 
try ;  yet,   I  think,    We  have  never  made  Ufe  of  fuch. 
fanguinary  Expreffions  as   Halters   and  Axes,  Gibbets 
and  Scaffolds ;  much  lefs  have  We  brought  the  Peribn 
of  Jack  Ketch  upon  the  Stage,  pleading  his  butcherly 
Right  to  the  Necks  and  Heads  of   great  Offen- 
ders, and  complaining  of  Injuftice  for  Want  ofBu- 
inefs.  Had  We  ever  taken  fuch  Liberties,  what  a 

Parcel 
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Parcel  of  bloody-minded  Fellows  mould  We  have  been 
called  ?  —  Why,  the  famous  Vow  of  Deftruelion,. 
and  even  xhtfolemn  League  and  Covenant  itfelf  are  not 
half  fo  bad  ! 

I  could  go  farther  ;  a  great  deal  farther But  I 

forbear  j  and  heartily  wifh  that  I  had  not  been  obli- 
ged to  go  fo  far ;  but  if  any  invidious  Conftructions 
fhould  be  put  upon  the  Pafiages,  which.  I  have  quoted, 
let  ibofe  Per  Jons  anfwer  for  it,  who  either  through 
Folly,  or.  Treatbery,  or  both,  have  brought  this  Dif- 
pute  upon  the  Carpet,  and  laid  me  under  an  Obliga- 
tion of  trying  my  own  Conduct  by  the  Toucbftone, 
which  they  have  produced. 

I  mall  add  but  one  Thing  more.  If  the  Writings 
of  the  Craft/man  are,  in  fome  Refpects,  more  perfo- 
nal  than  Catu*s  Letters,  it  mult  be  imputed  to  thofe 
perfonal  Refeclions,  which  made  a  Reply   of  the  fame 

Nature  neceflary  to  Self-Vindication. -  Befides,  it 

ought  to  be  confider'd  that  Cato\  Letters  appear  the 
lefs  perfonal  now  from  the  very  Diftance  of  Time,  and 
its  being  forgot,  by  the  Generality  of  People,  on  what 
Occafions  they  were  written,  and  to  what  particular 
Points  they   alluded. 

I  ask  Pardon  of  my  Readers  for  detaining  Them  fb 
long;  but  I  chofe  to  do  it,  at  prefent,  that  I- might 
have  no  Occafion  to  tremble  Them  any  more  on  this 
Subject.  The  Point  now  lies  before  the  Publick,  to 
whom  We  have  both  appeal'd,  and  by  whom  it  muft 
be  decided,  I  defire  nothing  more  than  to  ftand,  or 
fall,  upon  the  IiTue  of  it ;  for  if  the  meanejl  of  the 
People,  even  the  very  Mob  tbemjelvei,  can  be  impofed 
upon  in  a  Point  of  this  Nature,  They  muft  really  be 
as  void  of  common  Underftanding  as  their  Adverfaries 
have  reprefented  Them,  and  all  Kind  of  Reasoning 
would  be  utterly   thrown  away  upon  Them.  D. 


Saturday, 


N*  276.    tfbe  Craftsman.      169 


N°  276.  Saturday,  Otfober  16,  173 1. 


<T*    CALEB   D'ANVERS,    %; 

SIR, 

Ome  Time  ago  I  wrote  to  you  from  the 
Country,  and  fent  up  feveral  Queries 
concerning  our  publick  Tranfactions  and 
Negotiations ;  in  Hopes,  at  leaft,  that  if 
you  were  not  able  to  fatisfy  us  yourfelf, 
they  might  have  produced  fbme  Anfwera 
rom  the  minifterial  Writers ;  which,  as  they  are  known 
to  come  from  Authority,  would  fet  us  quite  eafy  at  this 
Diffonce,  and  enable  u?,  over  our  Coffee,  to  make  an 
handibme  Figure  in  a  Debate  with  Tho.'e,  (I  afTure  you 
there  are  many  amongft  us)  who  tell  Us  flrange  Things 
of  the  Adminiftration, 

But  inftead  of  rinding  any  Manner  of  Satisfaction  to 
my  Queftions,  as  you  and  every  Body  mufl  have  ob- 
served, their  Aafwers  have  been  of  the  oddeft  Kind, 
1  :hat  ever  were  given.  —  When  I  ask'd  why  the  Spa- 
niards continued  to  rob  and  maltreat  our  Merchants  in 
he  Weft-Indies  P  Sir,  fays  Mr.  Osborne,  I  zaould  have 
ou  to  know  that  We  are  the  freeft  and  the  happieft 
°eop!e  in  Europe.  —  Ay,  fays  Squire   Walfingham,  and 

ou  are  a  Rogue  and  a  Jacobite. .When  I  would 

>e  inform'd  whether  the  Forts  railed  about  Gibraltar 
vill  be  of  any  Ufe  to  the  Spaniards,  in  carrying  on  a 
ew  Siege,  or  enable  Them  to  annoy  our  Ships  in  the 
:ay ;  Mr.  Osborne  lays  his  Hand  upon  his  Heart,  and 
eclares,  He  does  not  believe  there  ever  was  a  more  up- 
ght  Adininiftratkn ;  and  Mr.  Waljingha?n  replies, 
ith  his  uiual  Poliunefs,  Sirrah,  you.  are  a  Scrub,  a 
•Vql.    VIII,  CL  Scoundrel 
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Scoundrel  and  an  Incendiary. When  you   talk  of 

forage  and  Bank  Contrails,  and  offer  them  as  Evidence) 
as  Facts  upon  Record  ;  Mr.  Osborne  is  of"  Opinion,  that 
you  are  Jlirring  up  the  People  to  Sedition  ;  and  the  other 

Squire  lays,  you  are  a  Lyar  and  a  Blockhead. . 

If  We  defire  to  know  whether  Don  Carlos  is  to  go  this 
Tear  to  Italy  or  not,  and  what  Advantage  his  Intro- 
duction there  will  be  of  to  Great  Britain,  if  it  fhould 
be  effectuated ;  Sir,  fays  Osborne,  We  may  depend  upon 
it  that  Jo  good  a  M — *-~-^ry  will  do  the  beft  for  us  \ 
and  Walfingham  fwears,  in  verba  Magiflri,  that  all 
Things  will  be  Jet  to  Rights  at  lajl,  whether  the  Dejign 

$f  the  Expedition  Jhould  fucceed,  or  not. In  mort> 

■whatever  Queftions  We  ask,  the  fame  Kind  of  Anfwers 
are  return'd,  and  constantly  reiterated  upon  us,  with 
an  infolent  Air  of  Triumph  and  Defy  ance. — *— Now 
We,  Sir,  who  live  at  a  Diftance,  can  only  flare  at  one 
another ;  and,  not  being  at  all  convinced  by  this  new 
Method  of  Reafoning  amongft  political  Difputants, 
would  willingly  know  the  Reafon  of  it.  It  cannot 
finely  be  for  want  of  better  Arguments.  It  cannot  be 
for  want  of  Wit,  or  Words,  or  a  Talent  at  Raillery. 
l)oes  it  proceed  then  from  fome  particular  Orders,  which 
ihefe  Troops  have  received  to  fight  only  with  fuch  Wea- 
pons ?  Or  do  They  know  no  better  Difcipline  ?  If 
They  expected  to  do  their  Patron's  Caufe  any  Service, 
it  hath  had  a  quite  contrary  Effect  amongft  us  ;  and 
though  Mr.  Osborne  and  the  ether  well-bred  Squirt 
v-ifit  us  gratis,  and  court  us  to  purufe  Them  without 
any  Expence,  it  is  very  feldom  that  the  Supervifor  here, 
who  is  order'd  to  read  them  to  us,  can  get  through  a 
Paper,  without  finding  his  Audience  very  much  in- 
clined to  doze,  or  to  criticize.  Yet  when  I  have  taken 
up  a  Paper,  I  always  find  Mr.  Walfingham  very  gra- 
cious to  Himlelf.*— —  The  Adverfary,  fays  He,  hath 
felt  me.  I  have  confounded,  defeated  and  utterly  over- 
thrown this  Goliah  of  a  Craft/man.  Yonder  He  lies 
fprawling  in  the  Duft,  and  gafping  for  Life.  Mark! 
^  how 
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how  He  grins,  and  gnafhes  his  Teeth  in  the  Agonies  of 

Death  ! At  other  Times,  He  drops  his  Allegory^ 

and  condefcends  to  tell  us,  in  plain  Englijb,  that  no 
Body  reads  you,  or  hath. an  Opinion  of  your  Writings, 
which  are  already  grown  a  meer  Drug  about  Town  j.. 
•  whereas  I,  quoth  He5  have  zuritten  myfelf  into  Repu- 
tation, and  if  you  will  but  come  to  C— — rt,  you  mail 
fee  what  a  Man  of  Importance  I  am  grown. — Then  as. 
to  my  Patron,  He  is  certainly  the  wiieft,  the  honeftelV 
and  the  moil  upright  Man,  that  ever  lived  in  the  World . 
He  hath  no  Fault.  He  is  /event  een  Generations  old^ 
and  is  above  Fate  and  Fortune,  —  Your  Friend,  Mr. 
J^anvers,  is  dull,  heavy  and  phlegmatick,  without  Wit,, 
Eloquence,  good  Nature,  or  good  Senie  ;  and  if  He 
had  been  bred  an  Attorney,  as  I  was,  He  would  have 
been  an  Attorney  ftill.  -—  In  this  very  invdeft  Style  He 
goes  on,  from  Week  to  Week,  and  congratulates  Him- 
felf  upon  imaginary  Victories.  —  This  fame  courtly- 
Squire  hath  likewife  another  artful  Method  of  writing  \ 
for  his  Hc?iejly  is  equal  to  his  Manners.  If  you  take 
the  common  Privilege  of  an  Englijkman  in  cenfuring 
the  Conduct  of  his  Patron,  He  immediately  falls  foul 
on  the  Gentleman,  whom  He  fuppofes  to  be  yours,  and 
treats  as  the  Author  or  Director  of  every  Paper  pub- 
linYd  in  the  Craft/man  ;  yet  He  is  always  very  angry,, 
when  you  attack  his  Patron  in  the  fame  Manner,  as  the 
Director  of  his  Writings,  though  all  the  World  knows 
that  they  are  fpread  through  the  Kingdom  by  his  Au- 
thority. —  If  you  charge  and  prove  a  Fact,  of  publick 
Concern,  upon  hi 's  Friend,  He  prefently  forges  one,  of  a 
private  Nature,  uipon  yours,  and  very  honeiily  fuggeils, 
when  He  cannot  "prove.  Nay,  He  hath  even  had  the 
Tnfolence  to  proftitute  the  royal  Name  in  his  dirty  Ser- 
vice, and  to  infill  upon  Points,  which  cannot  be  an- 
fwei'd,  or  clear'd  up,  without  a  direct  Appeal  to  Ma- 
jejlyhfclf. 

But  Thefe,  Mr.  TPAnvers,   are  only  Peccadilloes  in. 

the  Conduct  of  this  Writer,  and  hardly  deferve  our  No- 

Q^z  tice.: — 
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uce. —  Let  Him  go  on  in  Oppoiition  to  Truth  and 
common  Senfe.  —  Let  Him  continue  to  earn  his  Bread 
by  flavifh  Adulation  and  Scandal.  —  Let  Him  defame 
the  Living,  if  He  can.  His  Words  will  always  recoil 
on  Himfelf.  —  But  let  Him  not  impioufiy  rake  up  the 
Ames  of  the  Dead,  even  whilft  they  are  yet  hardly  cold 
in  the  Earth.  —  Let  Him  not  prefume  to  vilify,  with 
hie  prophane  Scurrility,  the  Chara&er  of  a  *  Gentle- 
man, who  is  now  no  more,  but  whofe  Name  will  al- 
ways deferve  to  be  mention'd  with  Reverence  and  Re- 
gard, as  longasWifdom  and  Integrity  of  Heart  fhall 
be  thought  ufeful  and  laudable  Virtues ;  a  Gentleman, 
whofe  whole  Conduct,  both  in  publick  and  private  Life, 
was  fo  Praife-worthy,  and  even  amiable,  that  nothing 
out  the  vileft  Arts  of  Power  could  have  ever  created 
Him  one  perfbnal  Enemy  in  the  World  ;  a  Gentleman, 
whofe  Memory  will  be  as  dear  to  his  Country,  as  his 
Life  was  valuable  ;  and  whole  Lofs,  I  fear,  will  be  as 
much  felt,  as  it  is  lamented  by  Her,  I  cannot  there- 
fore without  Indignation  behold  fuch  a  profligate  Wri- 
ter as  Walfingham,  who  hath  raifed  up  the  Ghoft  -of 
this  Gentleman,  in  his  own  vicious  Imagination,  and 
becaufe  He  frequently  and  with  Force  oppofed  all  thofe 
Meafures,  which  He  apprehended  to  be  prejudicial  to 
his  Country,  hath  modeftly  made  Him  appear  to  re- 
tract his  former  Sentiments ;  to  confefs  that  the  whole 
Tenor  of  his  Life  was  bafe  and  wicked  ;  and  caufed 
Him  to  utter  an  Heap  of  Ribaldry  and  Lies,  unworthy 
of  a  Man  of  Honour,  a  Gentleman,  and  a  Chriltian. — 
This  He  calls  the  Speech  of  a  departed  Patriot.  —  If  I 
eould  allow  myfelf  to  be  ludicrous  upon  fuch  an  Oc- 
cafion,  or  thought  it  fufficient  to  treat  the  Author  of 
this  Piece  with  the  Contempt,  which  He  ufually  de- 
ferves,  I  might  compare  Him  to  that  pert,  abufive  Cox- 
comb in  the  Plain  Dealer,  who  rather  than  not  rail, 
will  rail  at  the  Dead,  whom  none  /peak  ill  of,    and 

rather 

■■I  '  ■  "*'  — — "** 

*  The  late  honourable  Daniel  Pulteney,  Efq; 
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rather  than  not  flatter *,  will  fatter  Thofe,  whom  no 
Body  elfe  will  flatter.  —  But  I  own,  this  mocking  Piece 
of  Immorality  affected  me  very  much,  as  I  believe  it- 
will  every  Gentleman  in  England,  whofe  Head  and' 
Heart  are  not  as  bad  as  this  Writer's  ;  and  I  hope,  for 
•the  Sake  of  common  Humanity,  that  there  are  but  few 
fuch.  —  It  is  like  a  Wretch's  entering  a  Temple,  to  ut- 
ter Blafphemy.  — —  It  is  the  moll  facrilegious  Way  of 

breaking  open  Tombs  and  robbing  the  dead. It   is 

one  of  the  low,  paltry  Artifices  of  Popijb  Bigots,  who 
will  not  allow  any  Man  to  die  peaceably  and  with  a> 
good  Conference,  out  of  their  own  zvicked  and  corrupt- 
Communion.  . 

I  know  not  what  his  Patron  may  think,  or  how  far 
He  may  be  pleafed  with  this  Performance ;  but  I  know 
what  all  Mankind  muft  think  of  Him  for  giving  fuch  a- 
Mifcreant  any  Encouragement.  I  aiTure  you,  Sir,  We 
do  here  look  upon  this  Walfingham,  not  only  as  a  little 
muffling  Writer,  but  likewife  as  a  difhoneft  Man,  and 
quite  unworthy  of  any  Protection.  Let  Him  gabble- 
on,  and  tittle-tattle  away  his  Maflefs  JVJoney,  and  his- 
Reader's  Time,  in  the  Employment,'  which  He  hath, 
undertaken,  as  an  Hackney  Projlitute  ;  but  his  licentious 
Pen  ought  to  be  reftrain'd  from  doing  Violence  to  the 
virtuous  Dead.  —  I  grow  warm,  and  am  afraid  that 
nothing  I  can  fay,  however  juft  and  pathetick,  cam 
move  Hi??:,  though  every  Body  elfe  will  feel  and  be-. 
ihockM  at  his  Crime ;  but  a  Man  of  fuch  Morals  is 
not  to  be  touchM.  Let  us  leave  Him  then  to  the  juft: 
Deteftation  of  Mankind,  and  to  that  invidious  Gratifi- 
cation, which  a  bad  Mind  may  receive  from  reflecting-, 
on  his  own  Guilt. 

I  defign'd  to  have  added  feme  Considerations  on  the- 
prefent  State  of  Affairs ;  but  having  been  diverted  from. 
it  at  prefent,  by  this  infamous  Attack  upon  a  Gentleman  ^ 
who  cannot  now  fpeak  jforHimfelf,  I  muft  defer  my 
Thoughts  upon  that  Subject  to  another  Opportunity^ 
■  and  will  conclude  with  expreffing  my  Hopes  and  Affu*. 
Q3:  ranees 
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ranees  that  no  Provocation,  Refentment,  or  Warmth  oi 
Oppolition  will  ever  induce  you,  Mr.  D^Anvers,  to  vio- 
late the  Laws  of  Humanity  fo  far,  as  to  purfue  the  worfl 
of  your  Adverfaries  beyond  the  Grave,  and  infult  their 
.Memories,  in  the  moft;  cruel  Manner,  when  They  ar« 

call'd  to  Account  before  another  Tribunal. 1  am 

fure  fuch  an  Attempt,  if  you  were  bafe  enough  to 
make  it,  would  be  treated  with  Abhorrence  by  every 
one  of  thoje  Gentlemen*  who  are  caird  your  Friends, 
however  Mr.  Walfingbanfs  Patron  may  think  proper  tc 
encourage  and  reward  Him  for  it. 

R.  1  am>    SIR,    Tourss,  Sec. 

A.     B. 
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A    New    COURT    BALLAD. 

To  the  Tune  of,     There  was  a  bonny  Blade. 


T 


I. 

H  E  Country  and  the  Town 
Are  all  impatient  giown, 
Of  our  Treaties  to  know  what  will  come,  come,  come  j 
But  the  Couriers  of  the  Law 
Keep  us  all  in  fo  much  Awe, 
That,  in  Mercy  to  our  Ears,  We  are  dumb,  dumb  dumb. 

II. 

Some  ask  us  what  was  meant 

By  alarming  of  Kent, 
With  the  terrible  Sound  of  a  Drum,  Drum,  Drum  j 

But  all  that  I  will  fay, 

In  the  News- writing  Way  ; 
As  behoves  a  wife  Man,  mall  be  Mum,  Mum,  Mum. 

III. 

About  Dunkirk  and  Gib 
Some  Tongues  run  very  glib,' 

And 
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And  ofFer  us  to  lay  a  round  Sum,  Sum,  Sum, 
That  Spain  means  This  and  That, 
And  France  the  Lord  knows  what ; 

But  ftill  fhall  old  Caleb  be  dumb,  dumb,  dumb. 

IV. 

Cries  a  factious  Rogue,  in  Spleen, 

What  could  Madam  Parma  mean, 
For  nothing  at  all  to  fhew  her  Bum,  Bum,   Bum  ? 

But  in  a  Lady's  Cafe 

An  Author  would  be  bafe, 
If  He  did  not  on  his  Lips  hold  his  Thumb,  Thumb, 

y  :      [Thumb. 

Cries  another  Malecontent, 

When  will  Donny  Charles  be  fent. 
With  his  bold  Spanijb  Troops  and  a  Drum,  Drum, 

But  ftill  I'll  not  reply  [Drum  ? 

To  fuch  Queftions ;  no  not  I ; 
For  I  think  it  fafer  far  to  be  dumb,  dumb,  dumb. 

VI. 

There  are  many  make  a  Mock 

About  this  and  t'other  Stock, 
And  ask  who  hath  got  many  a  Plumb,  Plumb,  Plumb, 

But  for  my  iingle  Part, 

Let  them  ask  with  all  my  Heart, 
For  ftill  fhall  my  Anfwer  be  mum,  mum,  mum. 

V1L 

But  fhould  That  e'er  come  to  pafs, 

Which  all  honeft  Men,  alas ! 
Have  long,  but  in  vain,  wifh'd  might  come,  come,  corner 

I'd  foon  alter  my  Note, 

I  would  open  my  Throat, 
And  no  more,  gentle  Reader,  be  dumb,  dumb,  dumb. 


Saturday 
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HAT  mod  eft,  reafonable,  and  confiftent 
Gentlemen  are  the  prefent,  Advocates  of 
Fewer  ! — Whilft  We  were  engaged  in 
examining  the  Treaties  and' Negotiations 
of  iome  Years  ipaft,  They  exclaimed 
very  loudly  againft  us,  and  charged  us 
with  a  Defign  of  fruftrating  the  general  Tranquility, 
by  giving  Encouragement  to  our  Enemies,  and  furniin- 
ing  Them  with  Arguments  againft  us ;  though  it  is 
now  manifeft  that  our  Qbfervations  proved  of  very 
great  Service  to  their  Patron,  and  guided  Him  into 
the  right  Road  of  accomplishing  that  defirable  End, 
if  He  is  capable  of  purfuing  it,,  as  it  was  cnalk'd  cut 
to  Him.  I  am  fore,  it  cannot  be  pretended  that  Tbofer 
who  did  Him:  this  kind  Office,  have  thrown  any  Ob- 
ftacles  in  his  Way,  or  endeavoured  to  defeat  Him,  in 
the  Purfuit  of  it,  by  any  unfeafonable  Enquiries  into  his 
late  Meafures.  And  what  is  the  Confequence  of  this 
Silence  on  our  Side  ?  As  we  were  before  caird  .  turbu- 
lent Incendiaries,  for  giving  our  Opinion  of  thefe  Af- 
fairs, fo  our  late  Acquiefcence  hath  been  conftrued  into 
an  Argument  of  our  Defeat,  and  They  have  accord- 
ingly triumph'd  over  us  with  repeated  13  Paans  of 
Succefs.  So  that  if  We  offer  to  fpeak  upon  thefe  Sub-. 
jecls,  We  are  calPd  Enemies  to  our  Country,  though- 
their  Patron  evidently  makes  Uie  of  our  Sentiments ; 
and  if  We  hold  our  Tongues,  it  is  faid  to  proceed  from 

our  Want  of  any  Thing  to  fay. We  have  an  In- 

ftance  of  This  in  the  Conduct  of  that  great  Rcafoner, 
Mr.  Osborne  Himfeif;  who,  it  muft  be  confefs'd,  is  a 
much  fairerAdverfary  than  his  Brother  Walfingham. 
It  is  not  many  Months  ago  that  He  charged  our  Wri- 
tings 
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tings  as  the  true  Caufes  of  all  the  Obftacles,  which 
had  attended  our  foreign  Negotiations  for  feveral  Years 
pad ;  and  earneftly  conjured  us,  if  We  had  any  Re- 
gard for  the  Character  of  Patriots,  to  lay  down  the 
Craft/man,  and  thereby  put  a  fmiihing  Hand  to  the 
fublick  Tranquility.  Now,  though  We  thought  this 
Requeft  a  little  too  hard  upon  us,  whilft  the  Troops 
on  the  other  Side  were  continued  in  Pay  i  yet  We 
condefcended  to  comply  (o  far  with  it,  as  to  let  their 
Patron  purfue  his  new  Schemes  without  Moleflation 
for  feveral  Months ;  and  yet  Mr.  Osborne  is  io  un- 
grateful to  us  for  this  Favour*  which  He  vouchfafed  to 
beg  with  great  Importunity,  that  He  hath  taken  the 
fame  tinhandfome  Advantage  of  our  Silence  with  his 
Fellow  Labourers,  and  joined  in  the  Songs  of  Triumph 
againft  us.  Nay,  He  hath  even  carried  his  Exulta- 
tions fo  far  as  to  give  us  Hopes,  a  Week  or  two  ago, 
that  his  Majier  would  foon  be  in  a  Capacity  to  disband 
his  mercenary  Writers,  without  any  Prejudice  to  the 
common  Caufe.— I  make  no  Doubt  that  Mr.  Osborne 
would  be  well  enough  pleafed,  for  his  own  Part,  to  be 
difcharged  from  this  troublefome  Office,  now  He  hath 
received  his  Reward ;and,  finding  Himfelf advancing  in 
Tears,  to  retire  with  his  Quietus.— For  his  Sake  there- 
fore, as  well  as  for  the  Sake  of  the  Publick,  I  heartily 
wifh  that  their  Victory  may  prove  as  compleat  as 
They  reprefent  it,  and  that  all  thofe  Difficulties  and 
UneafinefTes  may  be  removed,  which  have  been  the 
Subject  of  our  Debate. — Let  us  therefore  take  a  fhort 
Survey  of  our  Cafe,  and  from  thence  judge  what  We 
are  to  expect  from  the  two  laft  Treaties  of  Vienna, 
and  the  Operations  in  Confequence  of  them. 

I  prefume  then  that,  upon  the  Introduction  of  Don 
Carlos  and  his  Garrifons  into   Italy,  ( which   is  now 
drawing  to  the  very  Crifis  of  Execution )  the  Spaniards 
I  will  immediately  award  full  Reparation  to  our  injured 
\  Merchants ;  inflict  exemplary  Punifhment  on  their  Of- 
ficers in  the  Weft-Indies,  who  have  been  concerned  in 

committing. 
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committing,  or  countenancing  thefe  unparalkTd  De 
predations;  and  expedite  peremptory  Orders  to  thei- 
Troops,  employ 'd  before  Gibraltar,  not  only  to  defif 
from  carrying  on  any  new  Forts  arid  Works,  but  like 
wife  to  demolifh  Thofe  already  erected,  and  level  therr 

with  the  Ground.— The  only  good  Reafonv.  tha 

can  pombly  be  given,  why  This  was  not  done  lon£ 
ago,  is  the  natural  Jealoufy  of  the  Spanifb  Nation 
that  We  were  not  really  in  earneft,  when  We  under- 
took the  Introduction  of  Don  Carlos,  and  only  de 
figned  to  amufe  Them  with  vain  Hopes ;  for  other 
wife,  it  was  reafonable  to  expect  that  They  fhoulc 
have  put  a  Stop  to  all  Hoftilities  againft  us,  as  ^  foon  a 
the  memorable  Treaty  of  Seville  was  concluded  ;  or 
at  leaft,  when  We  had  prevaiPd  upon  the  *Emperor  t< 
come  into  the  lame  Scheme,  by  the  fecond  Treaty  0, 
Vienna,  and  when  They  faw  us  befides  actually  equip 
ping  a  large  Squadron  for  their  Service.  But  whei 
We  ihall  have  actually  performed  our  Engagements,  anc 
put  Don  Carlos  in  PofTefiion  of  thefe  favourite*  Domi 
m'onst  the  King,  his  Father,  and  the  Queen,  his  Mo 
ther,  can  have  no  farther  Pretences  for  delaying  t< 
give  us  the  fulleft  Satisfaction,  after  We  have  been  £ 
kind  as  to  effectuate  this  great  Point  for  Them,  ii 
Return  for  all  their  hard  Ufage,  Indignities  and  Pro 
vocations. 

When  I  take  it  for  granted  that  the  Introduction  0 
Don  Carlos  will  immediately  take  Place,  by  Virtue  0 
cur  good  Offices,  (for  I  hope  it-  will  not  be  at  cm 
Expence,)  I  mull  likewile  fuppofe  that  all  our  lat< 
Mifunderftandings  with  his  Imperial  Majefty  are  full) 
adj  ulled  by  the  two  laft  Treaties  of  Vienna  ;  and  there 
fore  We  may  reafonably  expect  that  this  Kingdorr 
will  no  longer  be  at  the  Expence  of  maintaining 
1 2,000  Hejftan  Troops.  •  As  much  as  I  have  beei 
reprefented  an  Incendiary,  and  an  Enemy  to  all  wiji 
Defignsy  nobody  fhall  be  more  ready  to  acknowledge 
his  Majefty's  Goodnefs,  in  eafing  his  People  from  thi. 

grievou; 
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mevous  Burthen,  without  enquiring  too  ftri&ly  what 
CJfe  They  have  hitherto  been,  or  can  poiTibly   be  of, 

0  the  Intereft  of  Great  Britain. 

As  for  the  Dutch,  They  will  certainly  accede  to  our 
lew  Treaties,  as  foon  as  They  find  it  for  their  Inte- 
•eft  fo  to  do  j  and  That,  no  Doubt,  will  be  very  loon ; 
or  without  their  Acceffion  and  Concurrence,  the  very 
Icheme  of  a  general  -Peace  will  be  intirely  difconcerted, 
nd  confequently  the  Triumph  of  thefe  Writers  will 
■e  of  bu-t  fhort  Duration. 

I  hope,  it  cannot  be  thought  unreafonable,  if  We 

hould  farther  expect  that  France  will  be  induced  to 

I  nter  into   thefe  new  Meafures  ;  becaufe  though  I  al- 

/ays  apprehended  that  if  a  War  fhould  become  ne- 

|  eilary,  the  Emperor  is  a   much    more  natural  Ally 

1  nd  Confederate  for  us  than  his  Chrijiian  Majefty ;  yet 

cannot   underftand  how  the  general  Tranquility  of 
1  \urope   can   be  faid  to  be   fully  eftablim'd,   as  thefe 
tentlemen  have  lately  afferted  with  great  Confidence, 
nlefs  the  French  are  included  in  it;    much    lefs,    if 
i  "'hey   mould   continue    their  Refentments  againft  us 
pr  the  Part  we  have  lately  acted,  which  They  un- 
^afonably  call  Breach  of  Faith  and  Violation  of  the  moji 
ietnn  Engagements,  as  appears  by  the  Converfation  be- 
veen  two  Englijhmen  at  the  Hague,  and  the  *  Anfwer 
}  it,  lately  publifh'd  in  the  Courant,  which  is'  really 
rorth  the  Perufal  of  the  Curious. 
.1  fhall  not  inlifl  very  much  on  the  Concurrence  of 
le  Northern  Crowns ;  becaufe  I  cannot  fee  how  They 
re  concern' d  in  the  Difpute ;  at  leaft,  as  far  as  it  re- 
tes  to  the  Britijh  Nation,  unlefs  the  Eaft-India  Trade 
lould  become  a  new  Topick  of  Contention  j  for  it  is 
id  that  They  have  a  great  Mind  to  lhare  this  Com- 
merce with.Z/j  and  the  Dutch,  as  well  as   fome  other 
Nations ;  and  confidering  the  faithful,  honefl  and  mofl: 

equitable 

—         1  ■        1 11         ii        ■    ..  ■  .  .  !■     — ■  .11,  j 
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equitable  Method,  in  which  fome  Gentlemen  of  oui 
Eafi-India  Company  have  lately  exercifed  that  Trade, 
it  may  perhaps  be  thought  prudent  to  fupport  Them  ir 
the  Monopoly  of  it,  even  at  the  Expence  of  a  nationa, 
War.  —  Indeed,  I  have  always  been  fo  unhappy,  foi 
my  own  Part,  as  to  diflike  all  exclufive  Companies,  ever 
fuppofing  them  to  be  honefily  managed,  and  look  upon 
them  as  baneful  to  Trade  in  general,  and  confequently 
very  prejudicial  to  the  Intereft,  as  well  as  dangerous  tc 
the  Liberties  of  the  Nation  ;  but  when  We  coniider  the 
Abufes,  Corruptions  and  Iniquities,  to  which  fuch  Com- 
binations are  always  fubjecT:,  and  have  been  often  de- 
tected, I  can  never  give  my  Vote  for  involving  a  whole 
People  in  the  Expence  of  a  War,  or  in  Expeditions  and 
Negotiations,  equivalent  to  a  War,  for  the  Support  of  a 
few  wicked  Men,  who  betray  their  Trufl  and  grow  rich 
upon  the  Spoils  of  the  Publick. 

Having  mentioned  the  Eafi  India  Company,  I  beg 
Leave  to  quote  an  Obfervation  of  a  f  late  popular 
Writer  upon  this  Subject,  which  I  believe  will  not  be 
thought  unfeafonable  at  prefent. 

"  After  all  I  have  laid,  I  muft  confefs  that  the 
"  India  Company  is  liable  to  lefs  Objections  than  any 
ft  other  trading  Monopoly  ;  but  not  for  the  Reafons 
"  They  give,  but  for  a  Reafon,  which  is  worth  an 
"  hundred  of  Theirs;  for  as  all  beneficial  Trades  are 
"  moll  fuccefsfully  carried  on  by  free  and  open  Com- 
49  merce,  fo  all  lofing  ones  do lefs  Milchief  when  mono- 
*'  polized;  and  as  the  firjl  ought  to  receive  all  poffi- 
7 .  ble  Encouragement,  fo  the  other  ought  to  be  put 
**  under  fuitable  Difcouragements ;  and  fmce  We  can 
u  have  no  Profpeft,  at  prefent,  of  that  Trade's  being 
"  put  upon  an  advantageous  Toot,  the  next  bell  Thing 
"  We  can  deiire,  is  to  let  it  go  on  upon  the  prefent 
"  Efiabli/hmentj  which  in  all  Probability  will  foon 
'*  dejlroy  it,    and  perhaps  put   it  upon  a  good  one,  if 

"  That 

f  See  CatgV  Letters  Vol,  3-  /•  l83« 
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"  That  can  be  ;  for  it  is  certain,  if  it  could  be  carry  'd 
"  on  with  its  full  Swifig,  it  would  eafe  us  of  every 
**  Penny  of  our  Money,  and  deftroy  every  Manufacture 
"  in  the  Kingdom,  as  well  as  every  Man  in  it." —  If 
This  is  good  Reafoning,  which  I  will  not  take  upon  Me 
to  determine,  We  ought  never  to  put  ourfelves  to  any 
Expence,  or  Difficulties,  for  the  Support  of  a  Company, 
whofe  Deft  ruction  would  be  a  Benefit  to  the  Nation, 
But  let  us  return  to  the  Subject  of  this  Paper. 

If  the  late  Triumphs  of  the  Court-Writers  are  well 
grounded,  We  have  Reafon  to  expect  that  the  general 
Tranquility  of  Europe,  upon  a  firm,  equal  and  honou- 
rable Foundation,  will  be  the  fpeedy  and  happy  Effect 
of  all  our  tedious  Negotiations ;  and  when  our  Affairs 
are  perfectly  fettled  abroad,  We  may  likewife  promife 
ourfelves  that  our  dome/tick  Affairs  w  ill  foon  mend  on 
our  Hands ;  that  our  publick  Expences  will  be  confide- 
rably  leffen'd ;  that  our  Army  will  be  reduced  as  far 
and  as  fail  as  the  Intereft  and  Safety  of  the  Kingdom 
will  admit;  that  a  quicker  and  more  effectual  Progre/s 
Will  be  made  in  the  DXcharge  of  our  national  Debts  ; 
that  the  People  will  be  eafed  by  Degrees  from  the  Taxes, 
which  are  moft  burthenfome  to  Them  ;  and  that  the 
Parliament  will  have  Time  to  think  of  fome  whole- 
fome  and  neceffary  Laws,  for  the  Revival  of  Trade,  the 
Encouragement  of  our  knguifhing  Manufactures,  and 
the  Eftablifhment  of  our  Liberties  upon  a  folid  and  la- 
iring Foundation. 

Now,  if  the  Peace  fhould  appear  to  be  thus  perfect 
by  its  Effects,  the  Triumphs  of  the  minijlerial  Writers 
are,  in  fome  Meafure,  juft  ;  and  I  mall  be  glad  to  con- 
gratulate my  Country  upon  it,  without  making  any 
nice  and  invidious  Enquiries  how  We  came  to  Hand  in 
Need  of  it.  Nay,  I  will  even  make  fome  Abatements. 
I  am  willing  to  allow  for  the  FluM l  nation  of  Power,  and 
the  Vicijfitude  of  human  Affairs.  For  this  Reafon,  I 
have  taken  no  Notice  of  the  Confequences  of  the  frag- 
matick  Sanction  and  the  Spanijb  Succeffion  in  Italy,  upon 
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which  this  Peace  is  founded,  with  Regard  to  Great 
Britain  ;  though  I  could  lay  a  great  deal  upon  thole 
Subject,  and  even  with  the  Authority  of  tbeje  Writers  ' 
themfelves.  But  I  fcorn  to  prefs  Them  too  far,  or  to 
feem  rigid  in  my  Demands.  Let  us  only  have  tolera- 
ble Terms,  and  I  dare  anfwer  the  Nation  will  be  eafy. 
For  my  own  Part,  I  aiTure  Mr.  Osborne  that,  whatever 
my  Cir-'cumftances  may  be,  or  whatever  Opinion  He  is 
plea  fed  to  entertain  of  Me,  I  am  ready  to  lay  down  my 
Pen,  upon  fuch  an  Occafion,  and  will  retire  as  quietly 
■as-Himfelf,  without  any  Pen/ten. 

But  He  muft  excufe  Me,  if  I  defer  my  Congratula- 
tions till  the  good  News  is  conflrm'd  ;  and  We  have  had 
fo  many  fine  EiTays  of  late  (even  from  his  own  excel- 
lent Pen)  about  making  Peace  Sword- in  Hand,  that  I 
am  fure  He  would  look  upon  Me  as  a  very  bad  Pcliti- 
■dan,  if  I  laid  down  my  Arms,  before  it  was  fully  con- 
cluded. I  confefs,  I  mould  be  very  glad  to  fee  one 
Lazv,  at  ieaft,  repealed  and  another  pafs'd,  before  I  quit 
the  Field.  The  Reader  will  immediately  conclude 
that  I  mean  the  Septennial  Aft  and  the  Penfion  Bill  \ 
which  I  muft  take  the  common  Liberty  of  an  Englijh- 
?nan  to  recommend,  in  the  iirongeit  Manner,  to  the 
Confideration  of  our  Reprefentaiives-*  I  am  willing  to 
enter  into  the  Examination  of  tbeje  two  Points,  or  either ! 
of  them,  with  any  of  the  minifterial  Advocates,  k 
calmly  as  They  pleafe,  and  without  any  perfonal  Re  • 
Jl-eftionsy  unlefs  luch  as  may  naturally  refult  from  tin 
.Debate  againrt  any  Perfon,  who  mall  diitinguiih  Him- 
ielf  by  oppofmg  the  general  Intereft  and  Inclinations  oi 
the  People.  Z>< 
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Remarks  on  the  Daily  Courant,  cf  Thurfday  and  Friday, 
the  z\ft  and  zzd  Infant. 

T  is  impoffible,  in  one  Weekly  Paper,  to 
anfwer  that  numerous  Swarm  oi~  Wri- 
ters, who  have  been  lately  employ 'd 
to  oppofe  the  Craft/man.  But  when-- 
ever  any  Paper  hath  appear'd  in  any 
Shape,  which  hath  been  generally 
thought  to  deferve  Notice,  I  have  always  been  ready 
to  take  it  into  Coniideration.  For  this  Reafon,  I  am 
induced,  at  prefent,  to  bellow  fome  Remarks  on  an 
EiTay  lately  publiih'd  in  the  Courant,  intitled,  a  fecmni 
Comparifon  of  Cat o  to  the  Craftsman,  which  is 
written  with  fomewhat  more  Decency,  and  a  better  Ap- 
I  pearance  of  Argument,  than  is  to  be  found  in  the  com- 
mon Rabble  of  our  weekly  Antagonifts.  Befides,  the 
critical  Juncture  of  Time,  when  *  this  Piece  was  thrown, 
into  the  World,  lays  Me  under  a  fort  of  Neceflity  ta 
examine  the  Doctrine  contained  in  it ;  becaule  it  is 
j  evidently  calculated  to  ferve  a  particular  Purpofe,  as 
every  Body  mull  be  convinced,  who  reflects  on  the 
prefent  Circumfiances  of  our  Cafe. 

I  am  ready  to  agree  with  this  Writer,  that  the  Con-. 

I  troverfy  about  Cato's  Letters  and   the  Writings  of  the 

Craftfman  is  of  little  Importance  to  the  Publick  ;    nor 

I  did  I  ever  think,  or  contend,  that  his  Authority  ought 

!  to  be   admitted   as  a  Proof  of  my  own  Innocence.     I 

meant  it  only  as  an  Argument  ad  Hominem,  and  ta 
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fhew  the  Folly  of  tbcfe  Men,  who  had  urged  it  as  a 
Proof  of  my  Guilt,  if  the  Writings  of  the  Craft/man 
are  really  criminal,  it  is  no  Juftification  of  them  that 
Carts  Letters  are  equally  criminal,  as  fome  of  my  Ad- 
verfaries  have  allow'd ;  but  I  thought  it  a  fufficient 
Anfwer  to  Thofe,  who  applauded  Carts  Writings,  whilft 
They  condemn'd  mine,  nay  even  condemned  my  Wri- 
tings on  the  Authority  of  Carts  Letters,  if  I  could 
prove  the  Defign  and  Conduct  of  both,  by  an  Induc- 
tion of  Particulars,  to  have  been  the  fame.  This  is  all 
I  intended  by  my  late  Comparifon  of  them ;  and  I 
ilill  think  that  it  holds  good  in  every  material  Point, 
notwithstanding  all  the  Pains,  which  this  Writer  hath 
taken  to  prove  the  contrary.  Nay,  I  look  upon  the 
very  Attempt  as  one  of  the  groffelt  and  moft  Ihamelefs 
Impofitions  on  the  common  Underftandings  of  Man- 
kind. But  let  us  examine  the  Weight  of  his  Argu- 
ments. 

He  tells  us,  truly  enough,  that  the  ^ueftion  between 
Cato  and  Me  rnufl  be  determined  by  the  general  Drift 
of 'our  Oppojition  and  its  neceffary,  or  probable  EfFe&s 
on  the  publick  Affairs.  Well,  fo  far  We  are  agreed  ; 
and  if  He  can  find  out  any  rational  Diftinction  be- 
tween our  two  Cafes,  I  am  ready  to  give  up  the  Point. 

In  order  to  This,  He  obferves,  "  that  Cato  took  up 
*'  his  Pen  in  that  Year  of  univerfal  Confufion,  when 
«'  an  iniquitous  Combination  of  Southfea  Directors,  ana 
••  perhaps  of  fome  greater  Perfons,  had  laid  a  Scheme 
"  to  fliift  the  Property,  the  Lands  of  England,  from 
*'  the  Hands  of  their  antient  PoflefTors,  the  Body  of 
*'  our  Nobility  and  Gentry,  into  their  own,  and  Thofe 
<l  of  their  Friends  and  Affociates ;  and  to  expofe  this 
•*  enormous  Fraud,  and  excite  the  Legijlature  to  bring 
**  its  Contrivers  and  Tranfattors  to  due  Punifhment, 
•'  was  the  principal,  the  general  Drift  of  thofe  Papers. 

*'  Whereas,  fays  He,  the  Craftfman  opened  his 
•*  School  of  Sedition,  when  the  Nation  was  in  an  arnfd 

and  expenfive  Pofture,  and  the  Mmiflers  were  nego- 

«•  dating 
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i*  tiating  in  almoft  all  the  Courts  of  Europe,  to  ward 
"  off,  without-  a  Blow,  the  War  threaten'd,  by  the 
«  firft  Treaty  of  Vienna,  to  our  Trade,  our  PoJTejJions 
"  abroad,  and  even  to  our  Conftitution  and  Liberties  at 
if  home,  as  they  reft  on  the   Proteftant   Succefnon  in 

U  our  prefent,  royal  Family."  Now  follows   his 

Obfervation  ; 

u  Here  then  is  the   nrft  great  and  effential   DifFe- 
tl  rence  between  Cato  and   the  Craft/man.     The  Jirjf 
*<  oppofed  his  private  Sentiments  and  Judgment  to  the 
"  Tranfactions  of  a  Body  of  Men  in  an   inferior  Part 
i(  of  our  domeftick  Adminiftrationy  a  Point  in  its  fell " 
\  of  the   moft  evident  Nature ;    of  which  the    Body 
lt  of  the  People  of  England  were,  in  good  Meafure,  ad-. 
w  equate  Judges;  a  Point,  whofe  Effects  they    fo  ap- 
"  parently  found  and   felt,    that  the   Difpute  neither 
tf  was,   nor  could  be,  whether  the  Things   done  were 
.  ¥  wrong  or  not ;  but  how   and  to  what  Degree    that- 
"  Wrong  mould  be  punilh'd.  Whereas  the  main  Drift 
fe  of  the    Craftf?nan,  at   leaft  his   main  Pretences   for 
"  writing,    were  Points   of  foreign     Adminifl  ration ; 
*■'  Queftions  in  themfelves   of  the  moft   difficult   and 
i*.  complicated   Nature ;    and  which  are  therefore,  of' 
"  all  others,    the  fartheft   removed  from   the   Appse- 
"  henlions  and  Underftanding  of  the  Body  of  any  Peo- 
"  pie  whatever;  and  cannot,    without   manifeft  and 
^  glaring  Inconveniencies,  be  made,  on   all  Occalions,. 
"  the  Subjects  of  their  Debate  and  Enquiry. 
j  I  have  chofen  to  give  the  Sum  of  his  Argument  in 
his  own  Words,  that  I  might  not  be  accufed  of  any 
Unfairnefs,  or  Mifreprefentation ;  and   fhall  now   con-, 
fid er  the  Force  of  it. 

I  confefs  that  Cato  made  his  Appearance  in  publick. 
juft  after  the  Male-Execution  of  the  Soutbfea  Scheme  p, 
and  that  his  principal  Defign,.  at  his  letting  out,  feerns 
to  have  been  to  bring  the  Offenders  to  Punifhment,  and 
to  prevent  any  Perfons  from  fcreening  Them  ;  but  when 
He  found  that  all  his  Arguments  had  little,  or  no  Ef}ecl„, 

R  %  bere 
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where  He  chiefly  intended  it,  He  turn'd  the  Edge  of 
his  Pen  againfr.  the  Screener,  who  had  defeated  his  In- 
tentions and,  as  He  call'd  it,  the  Juftice  of  his  Country. 

But  how  can  this  Writer  pretend  to  alien  that  the 
V unijhment  of  the  South-Sea  Directors  and  their  AfTo- 
ciates  was  the  general  Drift  of  thofe  Papers  ?  I  fuppofe 
He  means  of  the  frfl  Volume  of  thofe  Papers  ;  for  the 
Directors  and  their  Affociates  were  actually  punifhed, 
as  far  as  the  Legiflature  thought  fit  to  punifh  Them, 
before  the  Conclufion  of  that  Volume  ;  and  the  noble 
Lord,  who  was  part'calarly  mark'd  out  as  the  Ob- 
ject of  popular  Refentment  on  that  Account,  died  be- 
fore the  Conclufion  of  the  fecond  Volume,  as  I  have  al- 
ready obferved ;  fo  that  the  Punijhment  of  the  South- 
Sea  Diretlors  and  their  Affociates  cannot  be  faid,  with- 
out a  manifefr.  Abfurdity,  to  be  the  general  Drift,  or 
Defign,  of  the  fubfequent  Papers. 

Neither  can  I  allow  that  Cato  confined  his  Oppofi- 
tion  to  Points  of  domeftick  Adminift  ration,  though  it 
is  acknowledged  that  they  might  be  the  prevailing 
Motives  to  his  Undertaking,  as  they  were  Grievan- 
ces the  molt  generally  felt  and  complain,d  of  at  that 
Time.  The  Itch  of  Treaty-making  was  not  then  grown 
an  inveterate  Diftemper  ;  and  yet  I  can  prove,  m 
Contradiction  to  this  Writer,  that  Cato  hath  made  fome 
flirewd  P.emarks  upon  it,  as  well  as  upon  other  Points 
of ' foreign  Adminijhationi  nay,  I  dare  anfwer  for  Him 
that  He  never  fo  much  as  dreamt  of  that  ingenious 
and  moil  fubtle  Diltinction  between  the  foreign  and 
iomefiick  Part  of  Government,  which  hath  been  lately 
ftarted,  amongil  feveral  other  Devices,  to  reduce  the 
Liberty  of  the  Prefs  within  ftraiter  Bounds. 

As  for  the  Craftfman,  I  confefs  He  open'd  his  School 
§f  Sedition,  as  it  is  very  acutely  term'd,  foon  after  the 
famous  Treaty  of  Hanover  was  concluded  ;  and  that  the 
dole  Conjunction  between  France  and  Us,  which  en- 
iwed  upon  it,  had  no  fmall  Share  in  giving  Rife  to  this 
Paper,  as 'We  apprehended  it  to  be  big  with  fatal  Con- 
ferences 
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Sequences  to  Great  Britain.  Whether  our  Apprehen- 
sions have  proved  juft,  or  not,  We  mull  leave  to  the 
Decifion  of  the  Publick.  But  as  Cato  did  not  confine 
his  Lucubrations  to  domeftick  Affairs,  fo  neither  have 
foreign  Affairs  engrofs'd  our  Attention  ;  for  We  have 
promifcuoufly  given  our  Thoughts  upon  both,  juft  as 
they  occurr'd  to  us,  or  the  Circumftances  of  Affairs 
render'd  them  feafonable.  We  flatter'd  ourfelves  with 
an  Opinion  that  We  had  a  Right  to  examine  one,  as 
well  as  the  other,  and  muft  Hill  infill  upon  it,  'till  We 
are  put  to  Silence  by  a  much  higher  Authority  than 
this  Writer,  let  Him  be  as  big  as  He  will.  Yet  fmce 
He  hath  made  it  a  Point  of  Debate,  and  his  Arguments 
may  be  defign'd  as  a  Prelude  to  fomething  farther,  it 
cannot  be  thought  unworthy  of  our  Coniideration'.  — 
Leaving  Cato  therefore  to  ftand,  or  fall,  on  his  own 
Bottom,  I  mall  apply  Myfelf  to  my  own  Defence,  in 
Anfwer  to  this  Writer,  by  examining  the  Force  of  his 
Diftinction between  foreign  and  domeftick  Affairs,  which 
is  the  Foundation  of  his  whole  EiTay. 

Now  the  Sum  of  his  Argument,  on  this  Head,  may 
be  reduced  to  a  few  Words  and  Hands  thus.  The  Body 
of  the  People  are  not  adequate  Judges  of  Treaties,  Nego- 
tiations and  other  TranfaBions  with  foreign  Courts,  as 
They  are  of  domeftick  Affairs  ;  and  therefore  fuch  Mat- 
ters do  not  properly  belong  to  their  Cognizance.  O-n  the 
contrary,  as  the  People  cannot  under/land  thefe  Points, 
fo  the  Difcujfon  of  them,  in  a  publick  Manner,  gives  our 
Enemies  an  Opportunity  of  mingli?ig  in  our  Councils,  and 
thereby  furnijhes  Them  with  an  Advantage  over  Us,  in 
the  Negotiations  of  the  Cabinet.  —  I  hope  the  Gen- 
tleman will  have  no  Reafon  to  complain  that  I  have 
either  mifreprefented  the  Point  in  Debate,  or  conceal'd 
the  Force  of  his  Argument  in  this  State  of  the  Cafe.  I 
mall  now  proceed  to  a  diftincl  Examination  of  it,  in  as 
few  Words  as  poiiible. 

In  the  firft  Place,  I  muft  juft  take  Notice  that  the 
Doclrine,  upon  which  this  ~Diftinftion  is  founded,  is 

intirely 
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intirely  new,  as  I  hinted  before,  and  evidently  calcula- 
ted to  ferve  a  particular  Purpofe.  When  I  call  it  a 
new  Doctrine,  1  mean  amongft  Whig  Writers,  who  pre- 
tend to  argue  upon  Principles  of  Liberty  and  the  Revo~> 
luiion  °,  for  it  is  far  from  being  new  to  the  Advocates 
for  abfolute  Power,  to  which  it  is ,  excellently  adapted, 
as  I  mail  prove  immediately.  But  even  the  Writers  a- 
gainfi  us  have  formerly  allow'd  that  the  Liberty  of  the 
Prefs  extends  to  aljl  Matters  of  Government,  as  well 
as  Religion,  without  confining  it  to  domefiick  Affairs. 
They  ufed  to  contend,  indeed,  that  this  great  Privilege,. 
which  is  almoft  the  peculiar  CharaderiiHck  of  Englijh- 
men,  ought  to  be  exercifed  in  a  decent  Manner,  which 
no  Body  will  pretend  to  deny  »  and  fometimes,  in  the 
Warmth  of  Oppofition,  have  explain'd  even  the  juit 
Exercife  of  it  into  Licentioufnefs  j  but  They  never  p re- 
fumed  to  affert,  till  very  lately,  that  We  ought  not  to 
write  upon  foreign  Affairs  at  all  ;  which  is  fuch  a  bold 
Leap  at  once,  that  I  am  at  a  Lofs  to  guefs  what  will 
be  their  next  Gradation.  We  may  expect,  at  leaf!,  to 
fee  other  Diftinclions  and  Sub-dfiinclions  trump'd  up,  if 
This  mould  be  fuffer'd  to  pafs  upon  the  World,  con- 
cerning the  Examination  of  domefiick  Affairs  ;  which 
will  prefently  appear  as  reafonable  upon  the  fame  Prin- 
ciple. Thus  may. we  live  to  fee  the  whole  Liberty  $f 
the  Prefs  curtail'd  away  by  Degrees ;  and  then  We 
have  the  Opinion  of  every  good  Writer,  as  well  as  Bimop 
Hoadley,  that  all  cur  other  Liberties,  of  'which  This  is 
the  Bafis,  will  foon  follow.  — -  But  let  us  come  to  the 
Merits  of  the  Queftion. 

I  mail  make  no  Scruple  to  grant  that  the  co?nmon 
People  cannot  be  fuppofed  to  underfland  the  Intereft.-: 
of  Europe,  or  the  Tendency  of  dark  and  intricate  Ne- 
gotiations ;  and,  perhaps,  We  might  add  that  the  com- 
mon  People  are  not  the  only  Perfons,  who  often  find 
Themfelves  at  a  Lofs  to  form  any  rational  judgment 
of  thefe  Affairs ;  but  I  muft  beg  Leave  to  give  my 
Opinion,  at  the  fame  Time,    that  even   the  common 

People 
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People  are  endowed  with  com?non  Senfe,  and  are  there- 
fore capable  of  underftanding  tbefe  Points,    as  .well  as 

>  domeftick  Affairs ,  when  they  arc  explained  to   Them. 

'  I  would  ask  this  Writer,  for  Inftance,  whether  He 
doth  not  think  that  a  Cobler,  or  a  Porter,  is  able  to 
comprehend  the  bad  Confequences  of  too  clofe  a  Con- 
junction with  France,  or  the  ufelefs  Expence  of  main- 
taining foreign  Troops*  in  Times  of  Peace,  as  well  as  the 
prefent  State  of  the  national  Debt,  the  Nature  of  our 
Funds,  or  any  other  Point  of  domeftick  Adminift ration  ? 
Is  the  Importance  of  Gibraltar  a  Matter  of  fo  intricate 

j  a  Nature,  that  it  is  impoffible  to  make  the  Body  of 
the  People  underftand  it  ?  Are  They,  indeed,  fuch  a 
brute  Herd,  that  the  Right  of  the  Britijh  Flag,  the  Re- 

I  paration  of  Dunkirk,  and  the  Depredations  of  the  Spa- 

\  niards  in  the  Weft  Indies  are  above  their  Underftand- 
ing ?  No,  in  moft  of  theie  Cafes,  They  are  as  capable  of 
judging,  with  a  little  Inftruction,  as  in  any  Cafes  of 

i  a  domeftick  Nature  %  and  in  many  of  them  theirludg- 

I  ment  is  fufficiently  inftrucled  by  their  Feeling.  This  I 

I  take  to  be  the  Meaning  of  that  PalTage  in  Cat  oh  Let- 
ters, upon  which  our  Author  triumphs  lo  much;  where 
it  is  faid,  that  the  People  cannot  all  of  Them  fee  di- 
ftant  Dangers,  nor  zvatch  the  Motions,  or  guefs  the  De- 
figns  of  neighbouring  States ;  but  every  Cobler  can  judge, 

1  as  well  as  a  Statesman,  whether  He  can  fit  peaceably 
in  his  Stall-,  whether  He  is  paid  for  his  Work  ;  whe- 
ther the  Market,   at  which  He  buys    his  Vicluals,  is 

!  well  provided',  and  vjhether  a  Dragoon,  or  a  Parifh 
Officer  comes  to  Him  for  his  Taxes.    That  is; He  can 

i  judge  by  the  Effecls  whether  the   Nation  is  well-go- 

|  vern'd,  or  not ;  and  whether  it  is  in  a  ftouri/hing,  or 
declining  Condition.  I  take  This,  I  fay,  to  be  the 
Meaning  of  it,  becaufe  there  are  fifty  Paffages  in  ihofe 
Letters  to  the  fame  Purpofe 1  mail  only  add,   un- 

;  der  this  Head,  that  as  the  Intereft  of  the  common  Peo- 
ple is  affected  by  the  Conduct  of  foreign  Affairs,  aa 
much  as  it  is  by  the  do?neftick  Adminiftration,  fo  They 

i  have  an  equal  Right  to  be  informed  about  it.    m 

But 
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But  it  is  laid,  on  the  other  Side,  that  the  Difcujpon 
cf  thefe  Points,  in  a  fublick  and  popular  Way,  gives 
our  Enemies  an  Opportunity  of  mingling  in  our  Councils  y 
andfurnijhes  Them  with  an  Advantage  over  Us  in  the 
Negotiations  of  the  Cabinet:. 

I  fhall  not  deny  that  there  is  fome  Appearance  of 
Argument,  and  perhaps  Truth  too,  in  this  Objection. 
The  warmeft  Advocate  for  Liberty  muft  allow  that  it 
is  attended  with  fome  Inconveniences ;  and  that  ab- 
folute  Monarchy  would  certainly  be  the  bell  Form  of 
Government,  if  We  could  be  always  fure  of  having  a 
wife  and  good  Man  for  our  Prince  $  but  when  We  con- 
fider  the  Prayity  of  human  Nature,  and  the  Fafcina- 
tion  of  Power,  a  wife  People  will  always  chufe  to 
fubmit  to  the  Inconveniences  of  a  free  Government,  ra- 
ther than  run  the  Hazard  of  fuffering  the  greateil  po- 
litical Evils,  by  putting  Themfelves  in  the  Power  of 
a  defpotick  Prince. 

•  Admitting  therefore  the  Examination  of  thefe  Point ls, 
in  a  publick  Way,  to  be  attended  with  fome  Incon- 
veniences, what  Inference  is  to  be  drawn  from  it  f- 
Would  this  Gentleman  have  all  Liberty  of  Writing 
upon  them  taken  away  ?  Does  He  think  the  Nation 
would  thrive  ever  the  more,  or  that  our  AiFairs  would 
mend  upon  our  Hands,  if  a  Minijier  was  left  at  Li- 
berty to  blunder  on,  without  any  Controul,  in  Treaties 
and  Negotiations,  which  are  vifibly  either  weak,  or 
wicked,  left  We  fhould  give  our  Enemies  an  Advan- 
tage by  exposing  them  ? -.The  Cafe  of  the  Minijier 

is  exactly  the  fame  with  That  of  the  Prince.  If  We 
could  always  be  allured  of  the  Ability  and  Integrity  of 
Thofe  at  the  Helm,  We  could  hardly  trull  Them  with 
too  much  Power  ;  but  if  We  may  judge  from  the  Ex- 
perience of  pail  Times,  We  can  fcarce  put  too  many 
Checks  upon  Them. 

I  mufl  confider  the  Force  of  this  Argument  a  little 
farther  Hill  y  for  though  the  Writer  in    the  Courant  is 

pleafed 
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pleafed  to  confine  his  Argument  to  foreign  Tranf actions, 
I  will  undertake  to  prove  that  it  holds  equally  ftrong  in 
domeftick  Affairs,     Can  this   Gentleman    be    ignorant 
that  general  Calamities,  or  Vneafirieffes  at  Heme,  give 
-our  Enemies  as  much  Advantage  and  Encouragement 
to  diilurb  us  as  the  Male-Adminiftration  of  our  Affairs 
abroad.     I  fay  as  much,  if  not  more ;  for  as  domejlick 
Evils  are  more  generally  and  immediately  felt   than 
Thofe  of  a  foreign  Nature  ;  fo  expofing  our  Nakednefs, 
in  this  Refpett,  is  equally  prejudicial  to  the  publick 
Welfare,  and  ought  to  be  equally  reftrain'd.     Nay,  per< 
haps,  I  may  venture  to  affert,  upon  the  fame  Principle, 
that  the  publick  Examination  of  fucb  Evils  ought  to 
be  more  itri£tly  reflrain'd  than  the  other  ;  becaule  if  any 
foreign  Court  mould  happen  to  outwit  us  in  a  Treaty, 
They  know  it  Themfelves,  and  do  not  want  our  In- 
ftruftion  to  make  their  Advantage  of  it ;  whereas  a  do- 
meftick Calamity  might  efcape  their  Notice,  if  it  was 
not  pointed  out  to  Them  by  our  own  Comments  and 
Difputations. 

This  Argument  therefore  proves  too  much^if  it  proves 
any  Thing.     It  proves  that  Liberty  is  a  Curfe,   inftead 
of  a  Biemng    to  any  People.     It  proves  that  all   the 
Checks,  which  wife  Nations  have  put  upon  their  Ma- 
gi/lrates,  are  prejudicial  to  the  publick  Good  of  Society  ; 
and  confequently  that  arbitrary  Power  is  preferable  to  a 
free  Government.     It   proves    that  the  particular  Re- 
ftraints  and  Limitations,  on  which  our  Conftitution  de- 
pends, are  only   fo   many  miichievous   Clogs   on  the 
Wheels  of  our  Government,  and  confequently  ought  to 
be  taken  away.     Then  farewel    to  the  Liberty  of  Par- 
liament, as  well   as  to  the  Liberty  of  writing  ;  for  one 
may  be  eafily  proved   to  be  as  detrimental  to   our  M-  . 
fairs,  upon  this  honeft  Principle  of  Reafoning,  as  the 
other. 

I  have  now  confider'd  the  Force  of  this  Argument,  as 
far  as  I  judge  it  necelfary  at  prefent,  without  any  Eva- 
lion,  or  Prevarication.     I   have  exprefs'd  My felf  as 

clearly 
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clearly  aspoflible;  and  if  my  Opinion  is  erroneou?,  nc 
Body  can  charge  Me  with  endeavouring  to  couch  i 
in  ambiguous  'Terms,  that  I  might  have  an  Opportunity 
of  retracling  and  difowning  it,  upon  Occafion.  If  ei- 
ther this  Writer,  or  any  other  minifterial  Advocate,  fhal; 
think  fit  to  controvert  what  I  have  faid,  upon  this  Point, 
I  defire  no  other  Favour  than  that  They  will  fpeak  tc 
it  as  explicitly  as  Myfelf.  Let  Them  tell  us,  in  plain 
Terms,  and  without  any  muffling,  what  Degree  of  Li 
berty  They  are  willing  to  allow  us,  and  what  Points  'We 
may  examine  with  Affurances  of  Impunity  ?  Are  Wc 
to  write  upon  Matters  of  Government  at  all ;  or  does 
the  Liberty  of  the  Prefs  extend  only  to  religious  Contro- 
verfies,  and  philological  Difputes  ?  Will  They  promife 
us  that  if  We  mould  confent  to  give  up  the  whole 
Branch  of  foreign  Affairs  at  once,  They  will  not  in- 
croach  farther  upon  us,  and  endeavour  to  abridge  our 
Enquiries  into  Matters  of  domeftick  Adminifi ration  ?  Do 
They  allow  that  every  Point,  of  internal  Policy,  pro- 
perly falls  under  our  Cognizance  and  the  Judgment  of 
the  People  ?  May  We  examine,  with  Freedom,  whe- 
ther our  Parliament  is  really  as  un corrupt  and  indepen- 
dent as  it  ought  to  be,  and  as  I  am  willing  to  believe  it  r 
Have  We  a  Flight  to  enquire  into  the  State  of  our  Re- 
venues, funds,  Debts  and  Taxes;  into  the  Management 
of our  pub lick  Companies,  and  the  Difpofition  of  pub- 
lick  Money  P  In  fhort,  let  Them  tell  us,  without  any 
Difguife,  what  They  mean  by  the  Liberty  of  the  Prefs  \ 
and  how  far  We  may  venture  to  exercife  it  without 
Danger  to  ourfelves,  or  Detriment  to  our  Country. 

I  began  this  Difcourfe  with  taking  Notice  that  it  is 
impoffible  for  us  to  anfwer  all  the  minifterial  Writers ; 
and  I  will  conclude  with  obferving  that  there  are  very 
obvious  Reafons,  which  render  it  imprudent,  in  many 
Cafes,  as  well  as  impoffible  ;  and  therefore  it  is  ridicu- 
lous, as  well  as  mean  and  difmgenuous,  to  prefs  us  upon 
Points,  which  They  know  We  dare  not  examine  with 
fuch  a  Degree  of  freedom,  as  is  necelfary  to  fet  them 

in 
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in  a  true  Light.  They  call  upon  us,  in  the  moft  pro- 
voking Mariner,  to'difpute  with  Them,  and  are  lure 
of  ferving  their  Ends,  in  fome  Meafure,  at  all  Adven- 
tures ;  for  if  We  decline  the  Controverfy,  They  im  ■ 
mediately  Ting  Te  Deu?n  upon  their  Succefs ;  but  if  We 
enter  the  Lifts  and  defeat  Them,  our  Victory  is  almoft 
a  Proof  of  Sedition,  and  They  have  the  Pleaiure  of  fee- 
ing their  Caufe  revenged  upon  us  by  the  fecular  Arm. 
•  Such  is  the  Candour  of  our  Adverjaries  and  the 
Terms,  upon  which  We  are  defy'd  to  contend  with 
Them  ! 

But  the  Publick  hath  and  will  continue  to  do  us  Ju- 
ice, in  this  Cafe.    They  know  our  Circamftances,  and 
vill  not  expect  unreafonable  Things  at  our  Hands ;  for 
f  I  am  rightly  inform'd  by  Thole,  who  can  have  no 
ntereft  in  deceiving  Me,  the  World  is  rather  inclined  to 
•lame  us  for   having  taken  fo  much  Notice  of  tbefe 
Writers  than    for  not  taking   more.     The  Difpute  is 
;rown  difagreeable  to  Them,    as  well  as  dangerous  to 
Xirfelves.    Our  unalterable  Attachment  to  their  Intereli: 
proved,  beyond  all  Doubt,  by  the  very  Fury,  with 
/hich  We  are  attack'd   and  puriued  in   more  Shapes 
ban  one,  and  by  more  than  one  Kind  of  Weapons.    The 
'ubJick   therefore,    on  whole  Patronage  only  We  rely, 
'ill  not  deiire  us  to  be  fo  romantick  in  their  Caufe  as 
»  encounter  Windmils,  and  run  our  Heads  againft  Stone~ 
valls.     They  will  excufe  us,  if  We  mould  be  obliged 
confine   ourfelves    within  thofe   narrow  Bounds  of 
iberty,  which  are  already  prefcribed  to  us,  and  if  We 
>uld  intirely  pals  by  fome  Things,    which  are  vifiblv 
id  as  a  Snare  to  intrap  us. — This  Point  mall  be  farther 
:plain'd  hereafter,    unlefs  our  Pens  mould  happen,  to. 
wrefted  out  ol  our  Hands  by  the  Rigour  of  Law, 
the  ftrong  Gripe  of  irrefifiible  Power.  D. 
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H  E  j^/9Z'  of  November  is  a  Day  for  ever 
lacred   to  Liberty  in  the  Britijh  Annals, 
as   it  is    the  Anniverfary  of  oar  double 
Deliverance  from  Popery  and  Slavery,  by 
the  Difcovery  of  the  horrid  Gunpowder 
Plot,    in  the  Reign  of  King  James  the 
frft,    and  by  the  aufpicious  Birth  and  Landing  of  the  i 
late  glorious  King  William.     On  both  theft  Accounts, 
it  is  folemnly   commemorated  by  Authority;    and  I 
have    already    more   than    once    paid    my  particular 
Tribute  of  Gratitude  to  the  Memory  of  our  great  De- 
liverer,   on  this  happy  Occafion ;    which  I  fhall  never  I 
fuffer  to  pafs  by- without  fome  Obfervations  fuitable  to  [ 
it,  unlefs  I  am  prevented  by  other  Subjects,  or  Occur- 1 
xences,  which  demand  our  immediate  Attention. 

At  prefent,    I  dengn  to  put  the  Reader  in  Mind  of  I 
our  Obligations  to  the  Memory  of  that  glorious  Prince,  \\ 
by   a  fummary  Repreientation  of  the  State  of  our  Af-| 
fairs,  at  that  Time,  and  the  Bleffings,  which  He  actu- 
ally procured  for  us.  — Such  a  Retro fpect  as  This  is  not| 
•only  agreeable  to  the  Intention  of  the  Legifiature,    in  j 
fetting  a  Day  apart  for  a  iblemn  Fefxival  on  this  Ac-! 
count,    but  is  likewise  become  highly  feafonable  at  this ; 
Time,  when  many  Perfons,  who  pretend  to  the  grcateft  j 
2eai  for  the  Revolution  and  the  prefent* Eft ablijlment, 
feem  to  have  forgot  the  very  Defign  of  undertaking  the; 
former,    and  the  Principles,  upon  which  the  latter  is  | 
'founded . 

It  is  neceHary  to  premife,  that  ever  fince  the  Death  of  [ 
*.Queen  Elizabeth,    these  had  been  a  continual  Straggle  | 

between 
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between  the  Prince  and  the  People,  concerning  Liberjy 
and  Prerogative,  occafion'd  by  the  weak  and  ridiculous 
Conduft  of  King  James  the-  firft.  This  Contention, 
which  divided  the  Nation  into  two  powerful  'Parties, 
broke  out  at  lair,  into  a  terrible  civil  War  between  his 
Son  King  Charles  the  firft,  and  the  Parliament  of 
England,  which  concluded  in  the  tragical  Death  of 
that  unhappy  Prince.  The  next  twelve.  Tears  compoied 
a  motley  Scene  of  Tyranny,  Anarchy  and  Conruiion. 
Tbofe,  who  'profefs'd  Themfelves  the  Champions  of 
Liberty,  and  afFected  to  allert  the  Caufe  of  the  People, 
turn'd  the  Anna  of  the  People  agaimt  their  Makers/ 
and  loaded- Them  with  grievous  Opprefiions,  under 
various  Kinds  of  rude  and  indigejled  Government,  if  I 
may  be  allow'd  to  call  it  Government  at  all.  This  per- 
fidious, unnatural  Tyranny  of  Cromzvcl  (more  galling 
to  a  brave  People  than  the  Opprefiions,  from  which 
He  pretended  to  deliver  Them)  paved  the  Way,  after 
his  Death,  to  the  Refloration  of  the  Royal  Family  and 
our  antient  Form  of  Government ;  which  was  brought 
about,  without  Sloodfhed,  by  the  general  Concurrence 
and  Approbation  of  the  People.  They  were  grown 
weary  ofDiforder  and  Confulion,  and  promifed  Them- 
felves a  fettled  State  of  Happinefs,  after  a  long  Scene  of 
Violence,  Mifery  and  Defolation.  They  had  Reafon 
to  hope  that  King  Charles  the  fecond,  whom  They  had 
generoufly  recall' d  to  his  Dominions  from  a  long  and 
grievous  Exile,  would  have  learn'd  Experience  from  his 
Father's  Misfortunes,  as  well  as  his  own,  and  have  cau- 
tioufly  avoided  the  Rock,  upon  which  He  and  fo  many 
of  his  PredeceiTors  had  iplit.  But  fuch  is  the  flrange 
Infatuation  of  Power  and  Profperity,  that  the  ftrongefr. 
Confederations  and  moil:  recent  Examples  are  often  found 
too  weak  to  withftand  it.  King  Charles  was  no  fooner 
ieated  in  his  Throne  than  He  difcover'd  a  manifeft  In- 
clination to  govern  independently  of  Parliament ;  and  if 
it  had  not  been  for  one  or  two  honeft  Men  about  Him, 
(who  happen'd  to  be  Patriots,  as  well  as  Favourites)  He 

S  z  would 
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w.ould  certainly  have  carried  his  Point,  in  the  firft  Ec- : 
ftaiies  of  national  Joy,  by  obtaining  a  Revenue  for  Life  ; 
but  the  Earls  of 'Clarendon  and  Southampton,  by  their  fe- 
cret  Oppofition,  defeated  that  pernicious  Project ;  which 
occafion'd  the  Fall  of  the  former,  fome  Years  after- 
wards, and  forced  Him  to  end  his  Days  in  Banifhment, 
from  which  He  had  been  fo  inftrumental  in  delivering 
his  royal  Mafier,  by  his  conflant  Attendance  and  faith- 
ful Services.  But  though  this  Defign  w7as  frufbrated, 
the  Parliament  was  too  liberal  in  their  ConceiTions, 
as  They  foon  found,  and  arm'd  Him  with  more 
Prerogatives  than  was  confiftent  with  the  Liberty 
of  the  EngUJh  Confutation.  Yet  not  contented  with 
Thefe,  He  grafp'd  at  more;  and  finding  Himfelf  un- 
able to  rule  without  Parliaments,  He  endeavoured  to 
corrupt  Them  to  his  Purpofes,  and  found  too  much 
Succefs  in  his  Endeavours.  He  made  two,  or  three 
Attempts  to  fet  up  a  difpenfing  Power  ;  but  the  Oppo- 
fition He  met  with  obliged  Him  to  dehft.  He  fullied 
the  Bench  cfBifhops  with  a  Set  of  temporizing  Sycophants ; 
and  fiird  the  Courts  offuftice  with  Men,  who  would 
bend  the  Laws  to  ferve  any  Purpofes.  In  fhort,  He 
took  very  large  Strides  towards  abjolute  Power,  and  was 
iu'pe£ted,  at  leaft,  of  inclining  to  Popery.  But  as  He 
was  more  addicted  to  his  Pleavures  than  bigotted  to 
any  Religion,  fo  He  was  a  Man  of  too  much  Senfe  not 
to  find  the  Subverfion  of  our  Confitution  impracticable, 
and  therefore  wifely  avoided  driving  Things  to  Extre- 
mity, however  He  might  be  privately  pufh'd  on  to  try 
the  Experiment.  Nay,  He  feem'd  to  be  fenfible,  at 
laft,  that  He  had  been  betray'd  into  wrong  Meafures, 
and  declared,  in  aPamon,  that  if  He  lived  but  a  Month 
longer,  He  would  find  a  Way  to  make  Himfelf  eafy  for 
the  reft  of  his  Life;  which  Expreffion  hath  been  thought 
by  many  Perfons,  and  not  without  Reafon,  to  have 
haften'd  his  Death. 

King  James  the  fecond  mounted  the  Throne,  upon 
his  Brother's  Death,  amidft  the  general  Acclamations  of 
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his  People;  and  the  fair  Promifes  He  made  Them, 
upon  his  Acceffion,  of  maintaining  their  Religion,  Laws 
and  Liberties,  feem'd  to  have  extinguihYd  all  their 
former  Jealoufies  and  Apprehenlions  from  his  Reign. 
But  He  did  not  allow  Them  to  enjoy  this  good  Opinion 
of  Him  long;  for  one  of  his  firft  Acts  of  regal  Autho- 
rity, in  ifTuing  forth  a  Proclamation  for  levying  the 
Cuftoms,  which  expired  with  his  Brother's  Life,  was 
not  only  a  flat  Contradiction  to  his  Speech  a  few  Days 
before,  but  a  direct  Violation  of  one  of  trie  moll  funda- 
mental Parts  of  our  Conftitution,  which  provides  that 
no  Money  fhall  be  raifed  upon  the  Subject,  without 
Confent  of  Parliament.  ArgyWs  and  Monmouth's  Re- 
bellions put  a  Stop  to  his  farther  Progrefs  for  fome 
Time ;  but  as  foon  as  they  were  fupprels'd,  and  He 
fancied  Himfelf  fecurely  fix'd  on  his  Throne,  He  gave 
Himfelf  an  unbounded  Scope.,  and  openly  fet  up  a 
Power  to  difpenfe  with  all  our  Laws  and  Liberties  at 
once. 

Dr.  Welzoood's  Remarks  on   this  terrible  Crifis  are 
very  juft  and  affecting. 

"It  was  not  enough,  fays  He,  for  King  James  to 
"  affiime  this  difpenjing  Power,  and  to  act  by  it;  but 
"  fuch  was  the  Mifery  and  hard  Fate  of  England,  that 
rt  the  Party  about  the  King  would  have  had  us  be- 
""  lieve,  that  a  Power  in  the  King  to  difpenfe  with 
"  Laws  was  Law.  To  maintain  this  monftrous  Por- 
tion, there  were  not  only  mercenary  Pens  fet  at  work, 
but  a  Set  of  Judges  found  out,  who,  to  their  eternal 
Reproach,  did  all  that  was  pofUble  for  Them  to 
compliment  the  King  with  the  Liberties  of  their 
Country — Thus  were  We  fallen  under  the  greater! 
^Misfortune,  that  could  pofTibly  happen  to  a  Nation, 
"  to  have  our  Laws  and  Conftitution  trampled  upon, 
"  under  Colour  of  Law ;  and  thofe  very  Men,  whofe 
"  Ofrice  it  was  to  fupport  them,  became  now  the 
Betrayers  of  them  to  the  Will  of  the  Prince. 
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The  Nation,  finding  Themfelves  on  the  very  Brink  : 
of  Deftruclion,  naturally  turn'd  their  Eyes  on  the  Prince 
of  Orange,  and  implored  his  Affiitance  in  this  defperate 
Conjuncture  of  Affairs.  His  Higbnefs  was  too  nearly 
concern'd  in  Intereih,  as  well  as  Inclination,  to  reject 
the  Applications  of  a  brave  People,  ftruggling  for  their 
Liberties.  He  generouily  undertook  their  Deliverance, 
and  accomplifh'd  it  with  the  fame  Refolution  and  Pru- 
dence, which  he  had  before  dirtinguifh'd  in  the  De- 
fence of  his  own  Country.  The  Steps  to  this  gloriouj 
Undertaking  and  the  wonderful  Succefs  of  it  are  fc 
recent  in  Hiitory,  that  it  would  be  needlefs  to  explair 
them.  It  is  fufficient  to  oblerve,  in  general,  that  the 
Body  of  the  Nobility,  Clergy,  Gentry,  and  Commonalty. 
nay  even  the  Army  it  felf,  concurr'd  with  Him  in  it . 
and  as  They  owed  the  Prefervation  of  their  Liberties 
under  God,  to  the  feaibnable  Affiftance  of  this  im 
mortal  Prince,  fo  They  flx'd  the  Crown,  in  Gratitude 
upon  his  Head. 

But  if  the  Revolution  had  been  only  a  temporar) 
Bleffing,  and  extended  no  farther  than  the  Age,  ir 
which  it  w:s  accomplmVd,  We  mould  have  but  littL 
Reafon  to  rejoyce  at  prefent  in  fuch  a  Tranfadlion,  anc 
this  annual  Commemoration  of  it  would  be  only  i 
folemn  Mockery  upon  us.  The  Realbn  of  our  Thanks 
giving,  upon  this  Occalion,  proceeds  from  the  Benefits 

.  which  We  ourfelves  receive  from  the  Revolution,   anc 
which  We  ought  to  tranfmit,  in  the  fame  Manner,  t( 

*Pofterity.  Now  to  form  a  right  Notion  of  theie  Benefitf 
We  ought  often  to  reflect  on  the  State,  from  whicl 
We  were  deliveVd,  and  the  State,  in  which  We  fine 
ourfelves  at  prefent,  which  appears  in  Part  from  wha 
I  have  already  obferved  upon  the  four  Reigns  imme 
diately  preceding  that  great  Turn  of  Affairs;  but  it  i 
proper  likewife  to  take  a  ihort  View  of  the  particulai 
Advantages,  which  We  have  actually  obtain'd  fmce  " 
by  the  Bill  of  Rights  and  the  Aft  of  Settlement,  ir 
Purfuance  of  our  Deliverers  gracious  Declaration,  upoi 

hi; 
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his  Landing  in  this  Kingdom.  I  mail  begin  with  the 
Bill  of  Rights,  in  which  it  is  declared  and  for  ever 
eftablilh'd,  in  our  Favour,  "  ift,  That  the  pretended 
Power  of fu [pending  Laws,  or  the  Execution  of  Laws, 
by  regal  Authority,  without  Confent  of  Parliament, 
is  illegal.  2.  That  the  pretended  Power  of  difpenfing 
with  Laws,  or  the  Execution  of  Laws,  by  regal 
Authority,  as  it  hath  been  afTumed  and  exercifed  of 
late,  is  illegal.  3.  That  the  Commiffion  for  erecting 
the  late  Court  of  CommiJJioners  for  Ecclefiaftical  Af- 
fairs, and  all  other  Com  millions  and  Courts,  of  the 
like  Nature,  are  illegal  and  pernicious.  4.  That 
levying  of  Money  for,  or  to  the  Ufe  of  the  Crown, 
by  Pretence  of  Prerogative,  without  Grant  o£  Parlia- 
ment, for  longer  Time,  or  in  any  other  Manner  than 
the  fame  is,  or  mall  be  granted,  is  illegal.  5.  That 
it  is  the  Right  of  the  Subjects  to  petition  the  King, 
and  all  Commitments  and  Profecutions  for  fuch 
Petitioning  are  illegal.  6.  That  the  railing,  or 
keeping  a  /landing  Army  within  the  Kingdom  ia 
Time  of  Peace,  unlefs  it  be  with  Confent  of  Parlia- 
ment, is  againll  Law.  7.  That  the  Subjects,  which 
are  Proteilants,  may  have  Arms  for  their  Defence, 
fuitable  to  their  Condition,  and  as  allowed  by  Law. 
8.  That  Elections  of  Members  of  Parliament  ought 
to  be  free.  9.  That  the  freedom  of  Speech,  and 
Debates,  or  Proceedings  in  Parliament,  ought  not  to  be 
impeach'd,  or  queftion'd  in  any  Court,  or  Place  out 
of  Parliament.  10.  That  excejjive  Bail  ought  not  to 
be  required*,  nor  excejfive  Fines  impofed,  nor  cruel 
and  unufual  Puniflments  inflicted.  11.  That  Jurors 
ought  to  be  duly  impannePd  and  return'd;  and 
Jurors,  which  pafs  upon  Men  invTryals  of  High 
Treafon,  ought  to  be  Free-holders.  12.  That  all 
Grants  and  Promifes  of  Fines  and  Forfeitures  of  par- 
ticular Perfons,  before  Conviction,  are  illegal  and 
void.  13.  And  for  Redrefs  of  all  Grievances,  and 
•'  for  the  amending,   lengthening  and  preferving  of 
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"  the    Laws,     Parliaments  ought    to    be  held   fre- 
<e  quently. 

It  hath  been  often  lamented  by  the  beft  Friends  of  the 
Revolution    (and  therefore   I  hope  I  may  mention 'it 
without  any  Imputation  of  defigning   to  blacken  if) 
that  this  Declaration  of  Rights  was  far  from  being  per- 
fect, or  adequate  to  the  Occaiion  ;    and  that  it  is  rather 
an  Impeachment  of  the  particular  Mifcondu£t  of  King 
James  than  fuch  a  general  Affertion  of  our  Liberties  as 
the  Nature  of  our  Cafe  required,   and  We  had  Reafo'n 
to  expec~l  at  that  Juncture.    Indeed,    Mr.  Ecbard  and 
Bifhop  Burnet  are  both  pleafed  to  inlinuate  that  the 
Prince  of  Orange  would  not  confent  to  any  farther 
Limitations  ;    but  I  am  willing  to  think  Them  mifin- 
form'd  in  this  Particular ;   for  the  wife  Provifions  and 
Limitations,    to  which  He  afterwards  confented  in  the 
Aft  of  Succej/ion,  are  full  Proofs  to  Me  that  the  Happi- 
nefs  and  Liberty  of  this  Nation  were  his  chief  Aim. 
By  this  Aft  it  is  eftablilh'd,  amongfc  other  Things,  that 
no  Perfon,    who  ihall  be  reconciled  to  the  Church  of 
Rome,    w  marry  a  Papijl,    is  capable  of  inheriting  or 
wearing  the  Crown ;    and  the  People  are,    in  fuch  a 
Cafe,  abfolved  from  their  Allegiance.     It  is  likewiie 
provided,    by  the   fame  and  another  fubfequent  Ac"t, 
that  in  Cafe  the  Crown  Jhall  come  to  any  Perfon,  not  be- 
ing a  Native  ^England,  this  Nation  Jhall  not  be  obliged 
to  engage  in  a  War  for  the  Defence  of  Dominions,   not 
belonging  to  this  Crown  ;  that  fuch  a  Perfon  Jhall  not  go 
cut  of  the  Dominions  of  'England,  Scotland,   or  Ireland, 
without  the  Confent  of  Parliament ;    that  all  Matters, 
cognizable  by  the  Privy  Council  jhall  be  tranfafted  there ; 
and  that  all  Reflations  thereupon  pall  be  iign'd  by  fuch 
of  the  [aid  Council,    as  Jhall  advtfe  and  confent  to  the 
fame ;    that  no  Perfon,    bom  out  of  the  Kingdoms  of  Eng- 
land, Scotland,    or  Ireland,  or  the  Dominions  thereunto 
belonging,  though  naturalized  or  made  Denizens,  except 
born  ^Englifh  Parents,  Jhall  be  of  the  Privy  Council, 
cr  Member  of  either  Houje  of  Parliament,    or  enjoy  any 
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Office,  or  Place  ofTrufi,  or  have  a  Grant  of  Lands,  &c. 
to  Him/elf,  or  in  Trufi  for  Him  ;  that  no  Per/on,  zvho 
hatb  tf«  Office,  or  Place  of  Profit,  under  the  King,  or 
Penfion  from  the  Crown,  fcallferve  as  a  Member  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons',  that  the  Commiffions  of  Judges  be 
quatn  diu  fe  bene  gefTerinf,  and  their  Salaries  efiablijtfd', 
that  no  Pardon,  under  the  great  Seal,  be  pleadable  to.  an 
Impeachment  by  the  Commons ;  and  that  all  the  Laws 
and  Statutes,  for  fe  curing  the  eftablijfrd  Religion  and  the 
Rights  and  Liberties  of  the  People,  be  ratified  and  con- 
firmed. 

Some  of  thefe  Limitations  have  been  fince  repealed,  and 
others  difpenfed  with,  upon  particular  Oceafions,  by  the 
Authority  of  Parliament,  who  are  appointed  the  only 
Guardians  and  Conferva  tors  of  this  EJlabliJhment ;  but 
the  Deiign  of  the  Revolution  and  the  Spirit,  with  which 
it  was  conducted,  are  fufficiently  manifefled  by  thefe 
two  Ails,  which  may  be  properly  called "  the  Balis  of 
our  prefent  happy  Conflitution. 

I  will  therefore  conclude  with  one  Obfervation,  upon 
the  whole ;  that  as  all  thefe  Limitations  of  the  Crown, 
upon  which  the  Prefervation  of  our  Liberties  abfolutely 
depends,  are  referr'd  to  the  Wifdom  and  Integrity  of 
Parliament,  We  ought  to  be,  at  all  Times,  upon 
our  Guard,  that  this  facred  and  fble  Palladium  of  our 
Liberties  be  kept  inviolate  from  any  Attempt  of  fecret 
Corruption,  as  well  as  open  Violence ;  for  otherwife  all 
the  Hazards,  which  our  Anceflors  ran,  and  all  the 
Treafure,  which  hath  been  expended  in  accomplifhing 
and  compleating  this  glorious  Work,  may  be  rendered 
not  only  ineffectual,  but  become  the  Means  of  rivetting 
thofe  Fetters  upon  us,  from  which  it  was  defign'd  to 
deliver  us.  D. 
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H  E  Liberty  of  the  Prefs  hath  been 
already  confider'd  in  a  great  Variety  of 
Lights,  in  this  Paper.  We  have  ex- 
plained and  afferted  the  Reafbnableneis 
and.Neceffity  of  it,  under  a.  free  Go-vern- 
mnt,  againil  all  the  Objections,  Mi£ 
reprefentations  and  fallacious  Diilindions,  which  have 
been  urged  to  defeat,  or  weaken  it.  I  think  We 
may  be  allowrd  to  fay,  without  Vanity,  that  in  this 
Point,  at  leaft,  We  have  left  our  Adverfaries  without 
one  tolerable  Argument  on  their  Side.  They  are 
obliged  to  acknowledge  the  Right  of  Englijbmen, 
in  general,  to  examine  all  Matters  of  Government  and 
Religion  *  and  are  reduced  to  a  few  wretched  Preva- 
rications concerning  the  Excrcife  of  it ;  which  may 
be  and  is  often  turn'd,  as  They  obferve  very  juitly, 
into  Licentioufnefs.  I  call  This  however  a  wretched 
Prevarication  ;  becaufe  the  moll  ingenuous  Writers 
of  their  own  Party  have  often  confeis'd  that  it  is 
impoffible  to  prevent  this  Abuje  of  Liberty,  without 
running  a  great  Hazard  of  deftroying  Liberty  itfelf; 
{o  that  the  only  remaining  Queftion  is,  whether  We 
pught  to  give  up  all  the  great  Advantages  of  Liberty, 
rather  than  fubmit  to  fome  fmall  Inconveniencies, 
which   naturally   attend   it. 

But  there  is  one  Point  very  nearly  related  to  this 
Subject,  which  hath  never  yet  been  fully  explain'd 
to  the  Publick  ;  and  as  I  think  Them  extreamly  in- 
tcrefted  in  it,  I  defign  to  examine  it  in  This,  and  a 
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fubfequent  Paper.  The  Point  I  mearf  is  This ;  whether 
the  common  Method  of  proceeding  againjl  political  Wri- 
ters, under  the  Denomination  of  Libellers,  is  ftriclly  a- 
greeable  to  the  prefent  Conftitution  of  our  Laws  j  and  if 
it  is,  whether  We  can  be  properly  faid  to  enjoy  any 
real  Liberty  of  writing  upon  Matters  of  Government, 
tfr  not  —  I  will  begin  with  the  Law,  as  I  apprehend 
it  Hands  at  prefent ;  but  in  order  to  judge  rightly  of 
This,  it  is  neceffary  to  look  a  little  backwards. 

In  former  Times ,  when  the  Prerogative  run  very 
high,  the  ufiial  Method  of  proceeding  againft  Writers^ 
or  Libeller  St  (which  are  fynonimous  Terms,  in  all  Pro- 
fecutions  of  this  Kind )    was   by  Information,  in   the 
Court    of  Star-Chamber.     The  Proceedings    of   this 
Court  were  originally  grounded,  as  my„  Lord  Bacon 
obferves,  on  the  co?nmon  Law.     But  the  Authority  of 
it  was  afterwards  confirm'd  and  enlarged  by  two  Acts 
of  Parliament  in  the  Reigns  of  Henry  VII.  and  Henry 
VIII.     The  Judges  of   this   Court    were    compofed 
chiefly  of  Privy   Counfellors  ;  fo  that   the  very  fame 
Perfons   acted  in  the  double  Capacity  of  Legifators  and 
Judges,  in  their   own  Caufe,   and  punifh'd  Men  for 
pretended   Crimes   committed  agairllt,  Themfelves    as 
Minifters  ;  for  They  firfl  iffued  arbitrary  Proclamations 
from   the  Council  Board,  which  had  all  the  Force   of 
Laws,  in  thofe  Days,  and  afterwards    infbrced   them 
with  cruel  Penalties  in  the  Star-Chamber . 
•  It  is   natural  to  obferve  that  fuch  a  Court  as   this 
was  capable   of    being   tum'd   to  the  moil  pernicious 
Purpofes,    by    the  Influence   of  ambitious  Princes,  or 
■corrupt  Minifters,  as  Experience  fhew'd  that  it  actually- 
had  been  under  feveral  Reigns,  and  in  a  Multitude  of 
Inftances ;  but  at   length   the   Opprefiions  of   it  -grew 
fo  exorbitant,   that  the   People  relolved   to  bear  them 
no  longer-  and  accordingly    fupprefs'd   it  by   an  Aft 
of  Parliament,  in   the  Reign  of    King    Charles    the 
frft,   to  which  He  gave   the  royal  AiTent,  as  a  grie- 
vous and  moll  tyrannical  Engine  of  Perfecution. 

It 
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It  is  neceiTary  to  obferve  farther  that  the  Abolition 
of  this  Court,  in  fo  folemn  a  Manner,  was  occa- 
fion'd  in  a  great  Meafure,  by  the  fanguinary  Penalties, 
which  it  had  been  made  Ufe  of  to  inflict  upon 
Writers. 

The  Preamble  to  this  A3  having  recited  Magna  Char- 
ta,  and  feveral  other  antient  Statutes,  by  which  it  is  eita- 
blifh'd  "  That  no  Freeman  mall  be  condemned  but 
'•  by  lawful  Judgment  of  his  Peers,  nor  taken  by  Pe- 
"  tition,  or  Suggefiion,  made  to  the  King,  or  to  his 
"  Council,  unlefs  it  be  by  Indictment,  or  Prefent- 
il  ment  of  good  and  lawful  People  of  the  fame  Neigh- 
"  bourhood,  where  fuch  Deeds  be  done,  or  by  Pro- 
"  cefs  made  by  Writ  original  at  the  common  Law  ; 
"  and  forafmuch  as  the  Proceedings,  Cenfures  and  De- 
"  crees  of  the  Court  of  St ar-Cb amber  have  by  Expe- 
fi  rience  been  found  to  be  an  intolerable  Burthen  to 
tl  the  Subjecl,  and  the  Means  to  introduce  an  arbi-- 
"  trary  Power  and  Government ;  it  is  enacted,  for  pre- 
"  venting  the  like  in  Time  to  come. 

1.  '*  That  the  faid  Court  of  Star-Chamber  and  all 
"  Jurifdiclion,  Power  and  Authority  belonging  unto, 
11  or  exercifed  in  the  fame  Court,  or  by  any  of  the 
"•Judges,  Officers  or  Minifters  thereof,  be  clearly  and 
"  abfolutely  diffolved,  taken  away  and  determined,  and 
"  that  from  henceforth  no  Court,  Council,  or  Place 
"  of  Judicature,  mail  be  erected,  ordain'd,  conftituted, 
"  or  appointed  within  this  Realm  of  England  or  Do- 
"  minion  of  Wales,  which  mall  have,  ufe,  or  exer- 
t(  cife  the  fame,  or  the  like  "Jurijdiclion  as  is,  or  hath 
"  been  ufed,  praclifed,  or  exerciled  in  the  faid  Court 
*-  of  Star-Chamber. 

2.  "  It  is  alfo  provided  and  enacted,  that  if  any 
u  Perfon  mail  hereafter  be  committed,  or  reflrain'd 
"  of  his  Liberty,  or  iurfer  Imprifonment  by  the  Or- 
"  der,  or  Decree  of  any  fuch  Court  of  Star-Cham- 
"  ber,  or  other  Court  aforefaid  now,  or  at  any  Time 
"  hereafter,  having,  or  pretending  to  have,   the  fame, 

*'  or 
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*f  or  like  J  urifdiction,  Power  or  Authority  to  commit  or 
"  imprifon  as  aforefaid  ;  or  by  the  Command,  or  War- 
"  rant  of  the  King's  Majefty,  his  Heirs,  or  Succeffors, 
"  in  their  own  Per/on,  or  by  the  Command,  or 
il  Warrant  of  the  Council-Bo  ardy  or  of  any  of  the  Lords 
jfe  or  others  of  his  Majefty \>  Privy  Council ;  that  in  e- 
•"  very  fuch  Cafe,  the  Perfon  fo  committed,  reftrain'd, 
$  or  imprifon'd,  ihall  upon  Motion  made  by  his 
fi  Council  to  the  Judges  of  the  King's  Bench,  cr  Com- 
'*  mon  Pleas,  immediately  have  a  Writ  of  Habeas  Cor- 
t(  pus  granted  Him  ;  and  if  any  Thing  (hall  be  other- 
"  wife  wilfully  done,  or  omitted  to  be  .done  by .  any 
"  Judge,  Juftice,  Officer,  or  other  Perfon,  contrary 
Xi  to  the  Direction  and  true  Meaning  hereof,  the 
•"  Party  grieved  ihall  recover  treble  ■  Damages. 

I  think  I  may  call  this  Act  the  Foundation  and 
•Ground- work  of  the  Liberty  of  the  Prefs  ;  as  it  was 
defignM  to  take  away  and  for  ever  abolifh  the  Court  of 
Star-Chamber,  with  all  its  Power,  Jurifdi<ftion  and  Au- 
thority, which  had  been  exercifed  in  fo  grievous  a 
Manner  to  the  Punifhment  of  Writers,  and  threaten'd 
the  Extinction  of  all  Learning,  was  as  well  as  Li- 
derty. 

But  fcon  after1  the  Refto ration  of  King  Charles 
'thefecond,  this  Ail  was  almoir,  totally  invalidated,  fo 
far  at  leaft  as  it  related  to  Writers,  by  another  AcJ, 
in  titled,  An  Ac~l  for  preventing  Abufes  in  printing  fedit;- 
*ous,  treafonable  and  unlicerfed  Books  and  Pamphlets, 
And  fr  regulating  f  Printing  and  Printing  Priffes.-— 
By  this  Ati   it  is  ordain'd, 

1.  ''  That  no  private  Perfon.  or  Perfons  iliall  here- 
t(  after  print,  or  cauie  to  be  printed,  any  Book,  or 
'■  Pamphlet  whatsoever,  unlcfs  the  fame,  with  all  and 
i*  every  the  Titles,  Epiflles,  Prefaces,  Proems,  Pre-  .' 
"  ambles,  Introductions,  Tables,  Dedications,  and  o- 
f  ther  Matters  and  Things  thereto  aanex'd,  be  fijsft 
ff  entered   in  .the  Book  of  the  Regiikr  of  the  Com- 
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se  pany  of 'Stationers  of  London,  (excepting  ^?j  0/ 
-" '  Parliament,  Proclamations  and  Things  of  the  lame 
''Nature)  and  unlefs  the  fame  Book  or  Pamphlet, 
"with  all  and  every  the  faid  Titles,  Epiftles,  &c. 
*'  mall  be  nrit  lawfully  licenfed  and  authorized  to  be 
"  printed  by  fiich  Perfon  and  Perfons  only  as  mail  be 
<£  appointed  to  licence  the  fame,  according  to  this  Acl ; 
"  That  is  to  fay,  that  all  Books,  concerning  the  com- 
"  mm  Laws  of  this  Realm,  fhall  be  printed  by  the 
*'  fpecial  Allowance  of  the  Lord  Chancellor,  or  Lorn 
te  Keeper  for  the  Time  being,  the  Lords  Chiefjufiicei 
ic  and  the  Lord  Chief  Baron  for  the  Time  being,  or 
•*'  one  or  more  of  Them,  by  their  or  one  of  their  Ap- 
*'  pointments;  and  that  all  Books  ofHiflory,  concern- 
"  ing  the  State  of  this  Realm,  or  other  Books,  concern- 
**  ing  any  Affairs  of  State,  fhall  be  licenfed  by  the 
principal  Secretaries  of  State  for  the  Time  being,  01 
'  one  of  Them,  or  by  their,  or  one  of  their  Appoint- 

:e  ments. Books  of Heraldry  are  to  be  licenfed,  in 

[i  the  fame  Manner,  by  the  Earl  Marjhal,  or  the  Of- 
:s  fcers  of  the  Herald" j  Office ;  and  all  other  Bookf, 
:(  whether  of  Divinity,  Phyfick,  Philofophy,  or  what- 
:c  foever  other  Science  or  Art,  by  the  Lord  Arch- 
"  Bifhop  of  Canterbury  and  the  Bifhop  of  London  for 
t(  the  Time  being. 

2.  Ci  It  is  farther  ordain  d  that  every  Perfon,  who 
*'  fhall  be  appointed  a  Licenfer  by  Virtue  of  this  Acl, 
u  fhall  have  a  written  Copy  of  every  Book,  which 
*'*  fhall  be  fo  licenfed,  delivered  to  Him,  which  fhall 
*'  be.depofited,  after  the  faid  Book  is  printed,  in  the 
•"-■publick  Regiftry  or  Office,  to  which  the  Licenfer 
*l  belongs;  as,  for  Inflance,  if  the  Book  concerns 
**  Matters  of  State,  then  the  Copy  is  to  be  lodged  in 
*'  the  Secretary's  Office,  and  fo  of  the  reft. 

% .  "  It  is  ltkewife  enabled  and  declared  that  every 
*-<  Perfon,  who  fhall  hereafter  print,  or  caufe  to  be 
f*  printed,  any  Book,  Ballad,  Chart,  £sfr.  fhall  there- 
'f*  unto  print  'and  fet  his  own  Name,  and  alfo  declare 

***■  /  e.       4.1-  -. 
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"  the  Name  of  the  Jut hor,  if  it  mould  be  required  by 
««  the  Licenfer,  under  Pain  of  forfeiting  all  fuch  Bool; 3 
"  and  having  his  Prejfes,  Letters  and  other  Inftruments 
11  for  Printing  defaced  and  made  unierviceabie. 

4.  "  It  is  farther  ordain'd  by  this  Acl,  that  there 
"  mail  be  no  more  than  twenty  Mafter  Printer's  in  $ng* 
«!  land,  (befides  the  King's  Printers,  and  the  Printers 
j*  allow'd  for  the  Univerjities )  and  but  y^r  Majier 
"  founders  of  Letters  for  Printing  ;  who  are .  to  be  no* 
"  minated  by  the  Archbifhcp  of  Canterbury  and  the 
««  Biihop  of  London  for  the  Time  being.  Every  Mafer 
"  Printer  is  likewife  obliged,  upon  obtaining  his 
"  Licence,  to  give  Security,  in  the  Sum  of  three 
hundred  Pounds,  not  to  print,  or  fuffer  to  be  printed, 
in  his  Houfe  or  Preis,  any  Book  whatfoever  but  iuch, 

as  Ihall  from  Time  to  Time  be  lav/fully  licenfed 

He  is  likewife  reflrain'd  from  having  above  two  . 
Printing  Prejfes  at  a  Time,  ( the  Majier  or  Wardens 
of  the  Company  of  Stationers  excepted,  who  are  al- 
iow'd  three)  without  fpecial  Leave  obtain'd  from 
"  the  Archbiihop  of  Canterbury  and  the  Biihop  of 
London  for  the  Time  being. — The  Number  of-Ap- 
"  prentices,  whom  Printers  and  Founders  of  Letters  are 
allow'd  to  keep,  is  likewife  limited  by  this  Acl ;  and, 
to  prevent  all  fecret  Printing,  the  licenfed  Printers 
and  Pounders  are  required,  under  a  Penalty,  to  find 
"  Employment  for  all  Journeymen-Printers  and  Founders 
"  in  their  refpeclive  Trades.  To  the  fame  Intent  it  is 
"  likewife  made  penal  for  any  Perfon  to  let  up  a  Print- 
*  ing-Prefs,  or  let  any  Houfe  or  Room  for  Printing, 
"  or  to  make,  forge,  call,  or  import  from  abroad  any 
*\  Printing-Prefs,  Iron  Work,  Letters,  or  other  Mate- 
"  rials  for  Printing,  without  firft  giving  Notice  of  it 
■'  to  the  Mailer,  or  Wardens  of  the  Company  of  • 
"  Stationers. 

5.  "  By  the  fame  Acl  a  Power  is  likewife  given  to 
one  or  more  of  his  Majefty's  Mejfengers,  by  Warrant 
H  under  his  Sign  manual,   or  under  the  Hands  of  one 
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"  or  more  of  his  Majefty's  principal  Secretaries  qf  State, 
'*  to  fearch  all  Houfes  and  Shops,    where  They  know, 
**  or  haveReafon  to  fufpecl,  that  any  unlicensed  Books 
"  or  Papers  are  printed,    bound,   or  ftitch'd  ;    and  to  ; 
•*  carry  them   ard    the  Offenders  before  one  or  more 
"  Juftices  of  the  Peace,    who  are  thereby  authorized  I 
"  and  required  to  commit  fuch  Offenders   to  Priibn, 
"  there'  to  remain  until  They  fhall  be  tryM  and  ac-  j 
"  quitted,    or  convicted  and  punifh'd   for  the  fa  id  Of- 
**  fence" — By  the  Way,   This  feerris  to  be  a  tacit  Ac- 
knowledgment that  Meffengers  and  Secretaries  of  State 
had  no  fuch  Authority  before  by  the   common   Law. 
Let  me  therefore  ask  whether  this  Power  fubfifts  by 
any  Statute  now  in  Force  ? 

"  Laftly,  it  is  ordain'd  that  every  Printer,  or  Founder, 
**.  or    any  Perfon  employ 'd   by  Them,    who   mall   be  ■ 
■  "  convicled  of  offending  againft  tbU  Acl,  mail  be  difa- 
"  bled,    for  his  firft  Offence,  from  exerciiing  his  re-  ! 
<s  fpective  Trade  for  the  Space  of  three  Years ;    and, 
'*  for  his  fecond  Offence,  be  difabled  for  ever,    befides 
*'  receiving  fuch  farther  Punifhment,  as  by  the  Juftices  ■ 
"  of  the  Court  of  King's  Bench,    or  Juftices  of  Oyer  i 
"  and  Terminer,    or  Juftices  of  AJJize  in  their  feveral 
"  Circuits,    or   Juftices  of  the  Peace  in   their  feveral 
*•'  Quarter  Seffions,    fhall  be   thought    fit  to   be   in- 
.*«  fli&ed.. 

Thus  was  the  Liberty  of  the  Prefs  at  once  given  up  to 
the  Power  of  the  Court  by  this  Acl,  which  I  thought 
proper  to  cite  in  the  moll  material  Claufes  and  Provi- 
sions, that  the  Publick  might  fee  the  Nature  of  that 
Power,  for  the  Revival  of  which  fo  many  mercenary 
Writers  have  been  lately  contending  ;  I  fay  contend- 
ing j  for  tho*  They  are  not  yet  authorized  to  own  the 
Defgn,  I  defy  Them  to  prove  that  their  Writings, 
fairly  interpreted,  can  have  any  other  Tendency ;  fince 
nothing  but  a  Power  of  this  Kind,  wherefoever  it  may 
be  lodged,  or  by  whatsoever  Name  it  may  be  call'a, 
can  ever  put  a  Stop  to  thofe  Evils,  which  are  the  con- 

ftant 
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ftant  Subjects  of  their  Complaints  and  Declamations 
againft  the  Liberty  of  the  Prefs. 

And  here  I  have  a  fair  Opportunity  of  warning  my 
Countrymen  againft  any  Innovations,  or  Incroachments 
on  their  Liberties,  by  defiring  Them  to  reflect  on  the 
Occafion  and  Circumftances  of  this  AB ;  wh^ch  was 
made  at  firft  for  two  Tears  only,  under  the  Pretence  of 
a  preffing  Exigence,  and  the  unsettled  State  of  Affairs  at 
that  particular  Juncture  ;  but  was  afterwards  continued 
from  Time  to  Time,  as  is  too  often  the  Cafe,  and  at  laft 
was  very  near  being  made  perpetual,  as  I  mail  have 
Occafion  to  obferve  in  another  Place.  It  likewife  de-r 
ferves  their  Notice,  that  though  the  Mi?iifters  of  thole 
Times  did  not  think  fit  to  revive  the  Court  of  5 'tar- 
Chamber,  as  They  might  eaiily  have  done  at  fuch  a 
Crifis,  yet  They  eftablifh'd  another  Power  in  Them- 
felves,  which  ferved  the  fame  Purpofe  and  had  the 
fame  Effect ;  for  as  their  Predeceffors  put  their  own 
Edicts  in  Execution  againft  all  Perfons,  who  gave 
Them  any  Offence  by  writing,  /peaking,  or  otherwife  ; 
fo  They  took  fpecial  Care,  by  this  AB,  that  no  Perfon 
mould  print  any  Thing  about  Minifters,  or  pubjkk  Af- 
fairs, unlefs  what  was  firft  licenfed  by  Themfelves,  or 
their  own  Creatures,  without  very  great  Difficulty  and 
Danger  ;  but  as  no  Prohibitions,  or  Penalties,  were  ever 
or  will  ever  be  able  to  deter  an  injured  free  People  from 
venting  their  Complaints,  They  found  out  another 
Method,  or  had  it  pointed  out  to  Them  by  fbme  te?n- 
porizing  Lawyers,  of  fupplying  all  the  Power  of  the 
Star-Chamber,  which  was  left  unreftored  by.  the  Licen- 
fing  AB.  They  did  not,  indeed,  erect  another 
Court  with  the  fame,  or  the  like  "J  urifdittion 'as  was 
exercifed  in  the  Star-Chamber,  and  fo  far  it  muff  be 
confeiVd  They  comply'd  with  the  Letter  of  the  Law  ; 
but  They  fet  up  the  fame,  or  the  like  Method  ~q{  Pro- 
fecution  in  the  Court  of  King's  Bench*  which  had 
been  abolifh'd  in  the  other  Court,  and  thus  fully  re- 
new'd  one  of  the  heavieft  Grievances,  that  the- Nation 
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ever  groan'd  under,  and  which  the  Parliament  thought 
Themfelves  obliged  to  redrefs,  in  fo  fignal  and  memo- 
rable a  Manner; 

This  Method  of  Proceeding  being  drawn  mto  Pre- 
cedent by  the  Strength  of  Prerogative,  and  for  want  of 
feafonabk  Oppojition,  fuch  a  terrible  Uie  was  made  of  it 
in  the  Reigns  of  King  Charles  and  James  the  fecond, 
as  contributed  not  a  little  to  raife  that  honeft  Spiritj 
which  brought  about  the  late  glomus  Revolution. 

Z>. 
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The  Method  of '  profecuting  Writers  farther  confident. 


Said,    in  my  kft  Paper,    that  the.M-  j 
niflers,  after  the  Reiteration,   fet  up  the  I 
fame  Kind  of  Profecution  in  the  Court 
of  King's  Bench,    which  their  Predece£  ■ 
fors  had  exercifed  in  the  Star-Chamber. 
The  Hiilory    of   the    Reigns  of  King 
Charles   and  King  James  the  fecond  abounds   with 
Initances  and  Proofs,  which  confirm  the  Truth  of  this 
.Obferva-tion.    In  the  Year  1680,  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
took  the  Proceedings  of  the  Judges  in  Wejlminfer-Hall 
Into  Confideration,  and  voted  an  Impeachment  agaiaft 
Sir  William  Scroggs,    Chief  Juftice    of  the  Court  of  : 
King's  Bench,    Sir  Thomas  Jones,  one  of  the  Jultices  of  ■ 
the  fame  Court,    and  Sir  Richard  Weft xon,    one  of  the 
Barons  of  the  Court  of  Exchequer,  for  diverfe  "arbitrary 
and  illegal  P  radices,    under  the  Form  and  Colour  of 
Law ;  particularly  for  .difcharging   the  Grand  Jury  in 
an  irregular  Marnier  i  for  fuppremng  the  Publication  of 
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a  Book,  caird  the  Weekly  Pacquet  of  Advice  from  Rome, 
by  a  Rule  of  Court  ;  for  imposing  grievous  and  partial 
fines  upon  Offenders ;  for  refufing  fuffident  Bail  in 
feveral  Cafes,  which  were  bailable  by  Law ;  for  exalt- 
ing the  Prerogative  of  the  Crown  above  the  Power  of 
Parliament  ;  and  for  authorizing  one  Robert  Stephens, 
(call'd  a  Meffenger  of-~the  Prefs)  to  moleft  feveral 
Printers  and  Bookfellers  in  the  Exercife  of  their  Trade, 
by  Virtue  of  illegal  and  arbitrary  Warrants ;  for  all 
which  Practices  the  Commons  order'd  Impeachments  to 
be  prepared  againft  the  /aid  Judges ;  but  the  King  was 
advifed  to  put  a  Stop  to  any  farther  Proceedings  againft 
Them,  by  diffolving  the  Parliament. 

This  Interpolation  of  the  Crown,  in  Favour  of  corrupt 
Judges,  not  only  defeated  the  Jultice  of  Parliament,  and 
fcreen'd  the  Offenders  from  Punifhment,  but  encouraged 
Them  to  proceed  to  far  greater  and  more  exorbitant 
Practices  of  the  fame  Kind  ;  which  at  laft  raifed  a 
general  DifafFe&ion  in  the  whole  Nation,  and  ended  in 
the  Ruin  of  King  James ;  for  Sir  *  John  Hawles, 
afterwards  Sollicitor-General,  very  juftly  imputes  the 
Succefs  of  the  late  wonderful  Revolution  to  theie  fix 
Heads  of  Grievances ;  viz..  exorbitant  Fines  -,  cruel  and 
illegal  Profecutions ',  outragious  Damages;  feizing  the 
Charters',  difpenfing  with  the  Teft  and  penal  Laws  i  and 
undue  Profecutions  in  criminal  Matters. 

"  For  thefirfl,  fays  He,  I  mall  only  obferve  that 
"  when  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  in  the  Parliament  of 
"  1680,  took  that  Matter  into  Confideration,  and  in- 
-'*  tended  to  impeach  feveral  Perfons  for  the  fame,  the 
«•  higheft  Fine,  at  that  Time  complain'd  of,  was  but 
!*  1000/.  and  yet  in  few  Years  they  were  heightened 
"  to  10,000,   20,000  and  40,000 /. 

"  For  the  fecond,  the  Punifhment  of  Oates,  Danger* 
«'  field  and  Mr.  Johnfon,  and   the  clofe  Imprifonment 

*  See  his  Remarks  on  the  Trials  ^Edward  Fitzharri?, 
Stephen  College,  cjf<r.  Statecrafts,  Vol  z.  p.i.  &e. 

"  of 
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"  of  Mr.  Hampden,  Sir  Samuel  Barnadifon,  and  of  fe- 
"  veral  other  Perfons,  as  they  were  againft  the  Law, 
"  fo  they  were  without  Precedent. 

'•  For  the  third,  though  the  Damages  given  to  Bolf- 
"  worth  were  the  firft  outrageous  Damages  given, 
* »  which  were  taken  Notice  of,  and  in  Truth  were 
"  fuch  ;  yet  in  little  Time  Damages  for  Matters  of  like 
"  Kind  were  quickly  improved  to  io.ocol.  20,000  1. 
*«  40,000  1.  nay  100,000 1.  the  Truth  of  which  a 
"  great  many  living  WitnefTes,  to  their  Sorrow,  can 
"  teftify. 

As  thefe  arbitrary  and  illegal  Proceedings,  which 
were  folemnly  condemn'd  by  an  Englijh  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, had  fo  great  a  Share  in  railing  that  Spirit  of  Li- 
berty, which  brought  about  the  Revolution  ;  it  is  Mat- 
ter  of  juft  Wonder  and  Grief  that  fufficient  Care  was 
not  taken,  after  the  Accomplifhment  of  that  great  Work, 
to  prevent  the  like  Grievances,  in  any  Degree,  for  the 
future,  by  going  to  the  Root  of  the  Evil,  and  afcer- 
taining  the  Rights  of  the  Subject,  in   the  plaineft  and 
ftrongeft  Manner.     It  is,   I  think,  particularly  furpri- 
zing  that  the  Liberty  of  the  Prejs,  which  had  contribu- 
ted fo  much  to  the  Deliverance  of  the  Nation,  was  not 
immediately  afferted   and    rellored  to  the  People,   by 
the  Repeal  of  that  Aft,   which  laid  it  under  the  Re- 
ftraint  otLicenfers  ;  That  is,  the  arbitrary  Power  of  the 
Court  and  their  Creatures  ;  but  This  is  one  of  thofe 
Omiffions,  which  hath  always   been  lamented   in  the 
Bill  of  Rights  1  and  if  the  Licenfing  Aft  hud  been  made 
perpetual  in  either  of  the  late  Reigns,  inftead  of  its  be- 
ing continued  from  Time  to  Time,   it.  is  very  probable 
that  We  fhould  never  have  been   able   to  recover  that 
Privilege  of  EngHJkmen  to  this  Hour  ;  for  I  do  not  re- 
member that   any  Attempts  were  made  to  abrogate  it, 
till  it  expired  of  Courfe  in  the  Year  1695  ;  (That  is, 
feven  Years  after  the  Revolution  ',)  and  even  then  it  was 
fuffer'd  to  expire  with   great   Difficulty,  and  after  a 
long  Struggle  both  within  and  without  Doors.     The 

Jiouj'e 
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Hoiife  of  Lords  pafs'd  an  Aft  to  revive  it,  and  fent  it 
down  to  the  Commons.  The  Court  Party  was  very  un- 
willing to  lofe  Co  great  a  Power,  and  it  became  at  laft 
the  Subject  of  a  Conference  between  the  Lords  and  the 
Commons  ;  at  which  the  latter  gave  fuch  convincing 
Reafons  againil  reviving  (o  mifchievous"  an  Aft,  that 
the  firmer  thought  fit  to  decline  it.  I  have  been  in- 
form"d  that  *  tbeje  Reafons  were  drawn  up  by  the  great 
Mr.  Locke ;  and  as  they  are  very  curious,  as  well  as 
iniiruciive  and  pertinent  to  the  preient  Occalion,  I  ihall 
lay  them  before  the  Publick. 

Reafons  why  the  Commons  ca?mot  agree  to  the  Claufe 
(a)  which  revived  the  old  Printing  A ft,  delivered  at 
a  Conference  with  the  Lords,   1695. 

1 .  "  Becaufe  it  revives  and  re-enacts  a  Lawt  which 
«'  -in  no  wife  anfwer'd  the  End,  for  which  it  was 
"  made  ;  the  Title  and  Preamble  of  the  Aft  being  to 
"  prevent  printing  feditious  and  treafonable  Books3 
"  Pamphlets  and  Papers  ;  but  there  is  no  Penalty  ap- 
¥  pointed  for  Offenders  therein  ;  They  being  left  to  be 
"  punifh'd  at  common  Law,  as  They  may  be  without 
"  that  Acl ;  whereas  there  are  great  and  grievous  Pe- 
"  nalties  impofed  by  that  Acl  for  Matters,  wherein 
ft  neither  Church  nor  State  are  any  way  concern'd. 

2.  **■  Becaufe  that  Acl  gives  a  Property  in  Books  to 
"  fuch  Perlbns  as  fuch  Books  are  or  ihall  be  granted 
<c  to,  by  Letters  Patent,  whether  the  Crown  -had  or 
f*  ihall  have  any  Right  to  grant  the  fame  or  not,  at  the 
"  Time  of  fach  Grant. 

3 .  "  Becaufe  that  Acl  prohibits  printing  any  Thing 
ft  before  Entry  made  thereof  in  the  Regifhy  of  the 
"  Company  of  Stationers,  (except  Proclamations,  Ads 
"  of  Parliament,  and  fuch  Books  as  fhall  be  appointed 
"  by   his  Majefty's  Sign  manual,  or  under  the  Hand 

"  of 

*  Thefe  Reafons  may  be  feen  in  the  Journals  of  the 
Houfe  of  Lords. 
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"  of  a  principal  Secretary  of  State)  whereby  bothHoir- 
**  fes  of  Parliament  are  difabled  to  order  any  Thing  to 
u  be  printed,  and  the  /aid  Company  are  empowered  to 
"  hinder  the  printing  of  all  innocent  and  ufeml  Boob,, 
and  have  an  Opportunity  to  enter  a  Title  to  Them- 
felves  and  their  Friends,  for  what  belongs  to,  and  is 
the  Labour  and  Right  of  others. 

4.  "  Becaufe  that  Act  prohibits  any  Book  to  be  im- 
ported (without  fpccial  Licence)  into  any  Port  in 
England,  (except  London)  by  which  Means  the  whole 
foreign  Trade  of  Books  is  reftrain'd  to  London,  unlefs 
the  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury  or  the  Bifhop  of  London 
fhall,  in  Interruption  of  their  more  important  Affairs 
in  governing  the  Church,  beftow  their  Time  gratis 
in  looking  over  Catalogues  of  Books,   and   granting 

«'  Licences,  whereas  the  Commons  think  the  other  Ports 
"  of  the  Kingdom  have  as  good  a  Right  as  London  to 
"  trade  in  Books,  as  well  as  other  Merchandize. 

5.  "  Becaufe  that  AM  leaves  it  in  the  Power  either 
*<  of  the  Company  of  Stationers,  or  of  the  Archbifhop 
"  of  Canterbury  and  Bifhop  of  London,  to  hinder  any 
"  Books  from  being  imported  even  into  the  Port  of 
"  London  1  for  if  one  or  more  of  the  Company  of  Sta? 
**  tioners  will  not  come  to  the  Cuftom-houfe,  or  if  thofe 
"  reverend  Bifhops  fhall  not  appoint  any  learned  Man 
"  to  go  thither,  and  be  prefent  at  the  opening  and 
"  viewing  Books  imported,  the  Cuftom-houfe  Officer 
"  is  obliged  to  detain  them. 

6.  "  Becaufe  the  AM  appoints  no  Time  wherein 
"  the  Archbifhop  or  Bifhop  of  London  fhall  appoint  a 
ff  learned  Man,  or  that  one  or  more  of  the  Company  of 
**  Stationers  fhall  go  to  the  Cuftom-houfe,  to  view  im- 
"  ported  Books ;  fo  that  They  or  either  of  Them  may 
(<  delay  it  till  the  Importer  may  be  undone,  by  having 
*'  fo  great  a  Part  of  his  Stock  lie  dead,  or  the  Books,  if 
"  wet,  may  rot  and  perifh. 

7.  <*  Becaufe  that  A&  prohibits  any  Cuftom-houfe 
*j  Officer,  under  the  Penalty  of  lofing  his  Office,   to 

"  open 
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flf  open  any  Pecquet  wherein  are  Books,  until  Tome  or 
"  one  of  the  Company  of  Stationers  and  fuch  learned 
W  Men  as  jfhall  be  appointed  are  prefent,;  which  is  im- 
*'  practicable,  fince  he  cannot  know  there  are  Books 
W  till  he  hath  open'd  the  Pacquet. 

8.  "  Becaufe  that  Acl  confirms  all  Patents  of  Books, 
"  granted  and  to  be  granted,  whereby  the  fole  printing 
■■"  of  all  or  moil  of  the  Clafhc  Authors  are  and  have 
■"  been  for  many  Years  paft,  together  with  a  great 
"  Number  of  the  beil  Books  and  of  moil  general  Ufe, 
"  monopolized  by  the  Company  of  Stationers,  and  pro- 
*f  hibits  the  importing  any  fuch  Books  from  beyond 
"  Sea,  whereby  Scholars  in  this  Kingdom  are  forced 
"  not  only  to  buy  them  at  the  extravagant  Price  They 
"  demand,   but  muft  be  content  with  their  ill  and  in- 

correct  Editions,  and  cannot  have  the  more  correct 
Copies,  which  are  publifh'd  abroad,  nor  the  ufeful 
Notes  of  Foreigners  or  other  learned  Men  upon 
them. 

9.  "  Becaufe  that  Acl  prohibits  any  Thing  to  be 
printed  till  liunfed^  and  yet  does  not  diredt  what 
mall  be  taken  by  the  Licenfer  for  fuch  Licence,  by 
Colour  whereof  great  Oppreffion   may   be  and  has 

■*'  been  praftifed. 

10.  "  Becaufe  that  Acl  reilrains  Men,  bred  up  in 
xt  the  Trade  of  Printing  and  founding  of  Letters,  from 
"  exercifing  their  Trade,  even  in  an  innocent  and  in- 
"  ofrenfive  Way,  {though  They  are  Freemen  of  the 
*l  Company  of  Stationers )  either  as  Mailers,  or  Jour- 
■*'  neymen,  the  Number  of  Workmen  in  each  of  thofe 
*'  Trades  being  limited  by  that  Acl, 

n.  "  Becaufe  that  Acl  compells  Mafter-Printers 
-"  to  take  Journeymen  into  their  Sendee,  though  They 
Xi  have  no  Work,  or  Employment  for  Them. 

12.     "  Becaufe  that  Acl  reilrains  all  Men,   who  are 
"  not  lieenfed  by  the  Bifhop,  from  felling  innocent  and 
:  inofrenfive  Books,  tho'  never  fo  ufeful,  in  any  Part 
of  England)  except  Freemen  of  the  Company  of  Sta- 

"  tioners9 
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({  tioners,  who  may  fell  without  fuch  Licence ;  fo  that 
Ai  neither  Church  nor  State  is  taken  Care  of  thereby, 
"  but  the  People  compell'd  to  buy  their  Freedom  of 
"  Trade  in  all  Parts  of  England  from  the  Company  of 
(f  Stationers  in  London. 

13.  "  Becaufe  that  AB  prohibits  any  one  not  only 
*'  to  print  Books,  whereof  another  has  enter'd  a  Claim 
"  of  Property  in  the  Regifter  of  the  Company  of  Sta- 

:  "  tioners,  but  to  bind,  fritch  or  put  them  to  Sale,  and 
."  That  under   a  great  pecuniary  Penalty,   though  its 

*c  impoffible  for  the  Bookbinders,  Stitchers,  or  Sellers,  to 
'■'*  know  whether  the  Book  brought  to  Them  was  prin- 

"  ted  by  the  Proprietor,  or  another. 

14.  "  Becaufe  that  AH  prohibits  Smiths  to  make 
"  any  Iron- Work  for  any  Printing- Pre fs,  without  giv- 
tl  ing  Notice  to  the  Company  of  Stationers,  under  the 
"  Penalty  of  five  Pounds  ;  whereas  he  may  not  know 
"  to  what  Ufe  the  Iron  befpoke  of  him  and  forged  by 
"  him  may  be  put. 

15.  *'  Becaufe  that  AB  prohibits  printing  and  im-  \ 
ci  porting  not  only  heretical,  feditious,  and  fchifmaticai 
"  Books,  but  all  ojfenfive  Books,  and  doth  not  deter- 1 
ci  mine  what  fhall  be  adjudged  ojfenfive  Books ;  fothit 
iK  without  Doubt  if  the  late  King  James  had  conri- 
"  nued  in  the  Throne  till  this  Time,  Books  againft 
"  Popery  would  have  been  deem'd  ojfenfive  Books. 

16.  "  Becaufe  that  AB  fubjects  all  Mens  Houfes, 
et  as  well  Peers  as  Commoners,  to  be  fearch'd  at  any 
"  Time,  either  by.  Day  or  Night,  by  a  Warrant  under  j 
i{  his  Majefty's  Sign  manual,  or  under  the  Hand  of  one  | 
"  of  the  Secretaries  of  State,  direcled  to  any  MefTenger, 
•"  if  fuch  MefTenger  mall,  upon  probable  Reafon,  iii! 
fl  pe£t  that  there  are  any  unlicensed  Books  there ;  and 
"  the  Houfes  of  all  Perfons  free  of  the  Company  of  Sta- 
ff,  tioners  are  mbje<ffc  to  a  like  Search  on  a  Warrant; 
"  from  the  Mafer  and  Wardens  of  the  faid  Company,  | 
■({  or  any  one  of  Them. 
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17.  "  Becaufe  the  Penalties  for  Offences  againfl:  that 

"  Aft  are  exceffive,  it   being  in    the  Power    of  the 

•   Judges,  or  Juftices  of  the  Peace,   to  inflicl:   what 

I*  Punifhment  They  pleafe,  not  extending  to  Life,  or 

"  Member. 

18  "  Laftly,  there  is  a  Provifo  in  that  Aft  for  Jo  h  n 
"  Streater,  that  he  may  print  what  he  pleafes,  as 
\f  if  the  Aft  had  never  been  made ;  when  the  Com- 
il  mons  lee  no  Caufe  to  diftinguifh  Him  from  all  the 
"  vreit  of  the  Subjects  of  England. 
m  The  Power  of  the  Court  over  Writers  being  at  length 
determined  by  the  Expiration  of  this  Aft,  We  became 
again  poffeis'd  of  the  Statute  of  King  Charles  the  firft  t 
which  abolifh'd  the  Court  of  Star-Chamber,  and  all  the 
Jurifdiclion  belonging  to,  or  exercifed  by  it.  This  Aft 
therefore  continuing  fiill  in  Force,  and  the  other  being 
expired,  We  Hand  upon  the  fame  Foot,  with  Regard 
to  the  Liberty  of  the  Prefs,  as  if  neither  the  S tar- 
Chamber,  nor  the  Licenfmg  Aft  had  ever  exiiled  ;  and 
confequently  all  the  Authority,  which  was  originally 
derived  from  either  of  thofe  Fountains,  is  become  null 
and  illegal. 

This  is  a   Subject,    which  We    may  perhaps  take 
fame  farther  Occafion  to  explain.  D. 


Vol.  VIII.  U  Saturday, 
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Remarks  on  the  Daily  Courants  ^  /£*  3^  and  the 
nth  Injiant. 

RE  AT  Pains  have  been  taken,  for  fome 
Tune  pan1,  particularly  in  the  Courant, 
to  fhew  the  evil  Tendency  of  writing' 
freely  upon  foreign  Affairs,  and  that 
owx  conjf  it utional  Liberty  -of  the  Prefs  does 
not  exempt  fuch  Writings  from  the  Pe- 
nalties of  the  Law.  As  this  Diftinction  between  fo- 
reign and  domeftiek  Affairs  hath  been  but  lately  iiarted, 
and  at  a  v 'ery  particular  Crifis,  I  had  Reafon  to  ap- 
prehend that  it  was  calculated  to  ferve  a  particular 
Occafion.  f  took  Notice  of  This  in  my  Paper  ofOcl.  30^ 
;and  confider'd  the  Force  of  the  Argument,  on  which 
•the  Diftinclion  was  founded,  with  Impartiality  and,  I 
think,  with  Candour .;  notwithstanding  which  the  Wri- 
ter, who  appears  in  that  Paper,  hath  thought  fit  to 
oblige  us -with  three  more  long  Effays  on  the  fame  Sub- 
ject, or  to  the  fame  Tendency,  with  a  great  deal  of 
.dull  Acrimony  and  low  Prevarication  ;  but,  at  prefent, 
I  mail  only  make  ibme  curfory  Gbfervations  on  the 
two  firft. 

He  denies  that  the  former-  Courants,  upon  which  I 
made  my  Animadversions,  were  written  with  any  fuch 
View*  or  Defgn,  as  I  imputed  to  Him ;  but  He  mult 
•excufe  Me,  if  I  am  a  little  hard  of  Belief  in  this  Point  5 
for  the  very  Account,  which  He  gives  of  Himfelf  in 
the  Papers  now  before  Me,  as  well  as  the  Language,  in 
which  He  writes,  hath  enabled  Me  to  make  a  pretty 
-ihrewd  Guefs  from  what  Quarter  they  come ;  and  I 
;3Si  not  altogether  fo  ignorant  of  the  World,  or  fo  in- ; 
SMh  unacquainted  with  a  .certain  Scheme  now  in  .  A- 

gitation, 
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gi  ration,  as  to  believe  that  this  Species  of  Writing  jiath 
been  particularly  mark'd  out  to  the  Refentment  of  the 
civil  Pozver,  through  a  long  Courfe  of  Papers  for  fe- 
veral  Weeks  together,  and  at  fuch  a  particular  Junc- 
ture, without  feme  particular  Reafon,  though  He  may- 
think  proper  to  difown  it. 

If  He  was  really  fincere  in  this  Declaration,  why 
does  He  purfue  the  Hint,  (which,  Hz  fays,  I  have  gi- 
ven Him)  with  fo  much  Zeal,  in  two  or  three  fub- 
fequent  Papers,  and  manifeftly  endeavour  to  prejudge 
and  aggravate  the  Guilt  of  a  certain  Per/on,  now 
under  Profecution,  by  making  the  following  particu- 
lar Application  of  his  Doclrbie ;  which  He  calls,  ei- 
ther knaviftily  or  abfurdly,  a  general  Obfervation  \  viz. 
that  jhould  the  Authors,  or  Publifbers  of  that  particu- 
lar Paper  (meaning  the  Paper  under  Proiecution  )  be 
then  found  guilty  in  the  Points,  on  which  They  ft  and  le- 
gally acc&.fed,  it  would  be  no  Alleviation  of  their  Crime, 
in  the  Eye  of  the  Publick,  that  They  are  perhaps  the 
very  fame  Perfons,  who,  through  a  Series  of  Tears,  have 
treated  the  whole  Thread  of  our  publick  Tranfaclions  in 
a  Way  fo  apparently  detrimental  to  the  Nation.  It  is 
not  a  firft ;  it  is  not  a  fole  Offence.  i — Now,  with 
all  due  Submimon  to  this  worthy  Advocate  for  Profe- 
(utions  and  -Severity,  I  muft  infill  upon  it  that  if  the 
P  erf  on,  to  whom  He  alludes,  mould  happen  to  be 
found  guilty  of  the  Crime,  with  which  He  is  charged, 
it  will  be  an  Alleviation  of  it  in  the  Eye  ol  the 
Law,  as  well  as  in  the  Eye  of  the  Publick,  that 
it  is  his  firft,  and  his  fole  Offence  \  for  the  Law 
fuppofes  every  Man  to  be  innocent,  till  He'  is  found 
to  be  otherwife ;  and  the  Perfon,  under  Confideration, 
hath  not  yet  incurr'd  the  Cenfure  of  the  Law  for  any 
Offence ;  nay,  He  hath  had  the  Happinefs  to  be  openly 
acquitted,  after  a  long  Trial,  of  a  Charge  of  the  fame 
Nature,  by  the  Juftice  of  the  Court,  and  the  Ver- 
dic"l  of  his  Country,  to  which  He  muft  again  fubmic 
i  Himfelf.-— But  I  mail  fay  no  more  upon  this  Subject, 
and  fhouli  not  have  faid  fo  much,  if  it  had  not  been 

U  z  extorted 
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extorted  From  Me  by  the  bafe  and  feandalous  Attempt 
of  this  Writer.  i 

As  to  the  late  Difpute  about  Cat  oh  Letters,  which 
He  endeavours  to  revive,  I  mail  let  it  reit  as  I  left  it 
before;  becaufe  it  is  of  but  little  Importance  to  the 
Merits  of  the  Caufe,  as  I  then  obferved,  and  I  am  un- 
willing to  draw  any  Gentleman  into  fuch  perfonal  Al- 
tercations any  farther  than  it  was  necefiary '  to  my 
own  Defence,  when  I  was  provoked  to  it  by  a  parti- 
cular Attack  on  his  Account.  Befides,  I  met  with  the 
fame  candid  Ufage  in  this -particular,  as  I  have  in  many 
others.  The  mi?ujlerial  Writers  firfr.  pointed  out  Catch 
Letters  to  Me  as  a  jurr.  Pattern  of  political  Writing; 
and  when  I  had  proved  that  I  had  already  trod  in  the 
feme  Steps,  They  reproach'd  Me  with  Breach  of  Friend- 
,/hip,  Ingratitude,  and  I  know  not  what,  for-  vindica- 
ting my  own  Conduct  by  that  Pattern,  which  They 
had  recommended.  I  (hall  therefore  quote  his  Works 
for  the  future,  like  other  Writings,  when  I  think  them 
for  my  Purpoie,  or  of  any  U&  to  the  Pubiick,  without 
entering  into  any  farther  Difputations  about  the  De- 
iign,  or  Conduit  of  the  Writer. 

Before  We  come  to  the  Merits  of  the  Queflion,  con- 
cerning foreign  Affairs,  another  Remark  is  neceffary 
•to  difentangle  it  from  the  Perplexities  and  Confufion, 
which  this  Writer  hath  purpoiely  thrown  about  it,  in 
order  to  conceal  his  own  wretched  Sophiihies  and 
Prevarications. 

In  the  nril  Place,  I  mull:  obferve  that  the  Writer  of 
the  Courant  hath  intirely  mifreprefented  the  State  of  my 
Argument,  in  Defence  of  the  Liberty  of  the  Prefs  ;  for 
he  charges  me  with  extending  it  to  an  unbounded 
,  Right  of  printing  what  We  pleafe  upon  all  Matters  of 
Government  a?id  Religion,  without  any  Regard  either 
to  Statute,  or  common  Lazv;  whereas  I  never  made  Ufe 
of  any  fuch  Terms,  nor  ever  intended  any  fuch  Thing  ; 
but,  on  the  contrary,  have  frequently  explained  my 
Meaning  to  be,  an  unreferved,  difcretionary  Power  for 

cverf 
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every  Man  to  publijh  his  Thoughts  upon  any  Subjeil,  and 
in  any   Manner,    which  is    not  forbidden    by 
the  Laws  of  the  Land.     I  never  contended,  or 
defign'd  to  contend,  for  any  Liberty  of  writing  beyond 
thefe  Bounds;  and  whenever,  or  wherever,  I  may  have 
pleaded  for  Liberty  in  general,  I  deiire  and  ought  to 
be  underflood  in  that  Senfe  only,  whether  the  Limita- 
tion before-mention"d  be  particularly  exprefs'd   or  not ; 
for  when  an  Author  hath    once  defined  and  explain'd 
his  Meaning,  I  do  not  think  it  neceffary  for  Hirri   to 
trouble  the  Reader  with  repeating  it  every  Time  He 
hath  Occanon  to  write  upon  the  fame  Subject..  ■ 

Though  this  egregious  Mifreprefentation  of  the   State 
of  my  Argument  is  not  contain'd  in  either  of  the  Pa* 
pers,  which  are  now  under  Consideration,  but  in  a  * 
fubfequent  one,  I  thought  proper  to  take  Notice  of  it 
in  this  Place,  in  order   to  give  the  Reader  a  true  State 
of  the  Point  in  Debate,  and  to  obviate  the  like  Fallifi- 
cations  for  the  future. 

The  Queftion  between  us,  fairly  ftated  and  flript  of 
all  the  Fallacies,  with  which  He  hath  furrounded  it, 
is  This ;  whether  the.  Liberty  of  the  Prefs  does  not  ex- 
tend to  the  Examination  of  foreign  Affairs,  as   well  as 
of  domeflick  Affairs,  within  the  fame  Bounds,    and  un~ 
der  the  fame  Reftraints. 

The  Writer  of  the  Courant  averted  the  Negative,   in 
his  ftrft  EiTay  upon  this  Subject  j  and  I  undertook   to 
maintain  the  Affirmative,  in  my  Anfwer  to  it.    Let 
us  therefore  examine  what  He  hath  fince  advanced,  by 
way  of  Argument,  to  fupport  his  new-fangled  Diflini- 
tion ;  in  which  He  feems   to  have  the  Misfortune  of 
Handing  Jingle,  and  without  any  Second,  even  amongft 
the  Writers  of  the  fame  Party  ;    for  his  learned  Bro- 
ther Walfingham  hath  lately  vouchfafed  to   affert   the 
Liberty  of  Writing  in  the  moll  general,  unlimited  Man- 
ner ;  and  I  do  not  remember   that   Mr.  Osborne  hath 

U  3  any 
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any  where  given  his  Sanction  to  this  Difinclion.  I 
muft  here  obferve  another  peculiar  Circumftance  of 
our  Cafe ;  .which  h,  that  We  are  often  obliged  to  dis- 
pute a  Point  with  one  of  thcfe  Writers,  which  all  the 
reft  have  given  up.    But  to  proceed. 

I  frankly  acknowledged,  in  my  Remarks  on  this 
Writer,  that  the  Liberty  of  the  Prefs  is  certainly  atten- 
ded with  fome  Inconveniences,  whether  it  is  exercifed 
on  foreign,  or  domeftick  Affairs',  but  I  obferved  that 
thefe  Inconveniences  naturally  attend  Liberty  of  all  Kinds, 
and  that  all  Arguments  drawn  from  the  DiJ advantages, 
which  arife  from  Liberty  in  general,  prove  too  much, 
if  they  prove  any  Thing,  and  can  ferve  only  to  re- 
commend arbitrary  Power. 

His  Anfwer  to  This  is  another  direcl  Fabrication  of 
my  Argument  j  for  He  fays,  that  inftead  of  enquiring 
whether  the  P  rati  ice  of  examining  foreign  Tranfaclions 
be  right  and  neceffary  in  England,  according  to  our  efta-< 
blijBd  Conftitution,  I  put  a  general  Queftion  of  the  Pre~ 
ference  between  abfolute  Monarchy  and  abfolute  Demo- 
cracy. 

I  call  This  a  dire  SI  falfifi cation ;  for  I  was-  fo  far 
from  putting  a  general  Queftion  between  abfolute  Mo-* 
narchy  and  abfolute  Democracy  that  the  Queftion  I  put 
was  evidently  between  abfolute  Monarchy  and  free 
Governments  sf  all  Kinds,  particularly  our  own ;  wnich 
I  fpecify'd  in  fuch  exprefs  Terms,  that  it  was  impofc 
iible  for  Him  to  mifunderftand  my  Meaning  without 
Defign  j  for  having  fhewn  that  the  natural  and  necef- 
fary Confequences  of  his  Argument,  againft  the  Liberty 
of  examining  foreign  Affairs,  equally  afFedted  all  Li- 
berty in  general,  I  proceeded  thus.  //  proves  that  the 
particular  Reftraints  and  Limitations,  on  which  our 
Conftitution  depends,  are  only  fo  many  mifchievous  Clogs 
on  the  Wheels  of  our  Government,  and  confequently  ought 
to  be  taken  away.  Then  far ew el* to  the  Liberty  of 
Parliament,  as  well  as  to  the  Liberty  of  Writing ;  for 
one  may  be  eafily  proved  to  be  as  detrimental  to  our  Af- 
fairs, 
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fairs,  upon  this  honefl  Principle  of  Reafoning,    as   the 
pther. 

One  of  the  Reafons,  which  He  urged  in  his  firft 
EJfay,  againft  making  Points  of  foreign  Policy  the  Sub- 
ject cf  popular  Debate,  was  the  Incapacity  of  the  com- 
mon  People  to  underftand  them.  In  Anfwer  to  This, 
I  gave  my  Opinion  that  the  common  People  were  as 
capable  of  understanding  thefe  Points  as  domeftick  Af- 
fairs, when  they  are  explained  to  Them.  The  Gentle- 
man's  Reply  to  this  Oblervation  is  of  a  Piece  with  his 
other  Reafoning,  and  exactly  agreeable  to  the  Princi- 
ples, on  which  it  is  founded ;  That  is,  the  Ignorance 
of  the  People,  and  the  Neceffity  of  implicit  Obedience  to 
the  Conducl  of  Minifters.  The  Craftfman,  lays  He,  is 
■always  appealing  to,  and  trying  the  Merits  of  Mini- 
fters, Negotiations  and  Treaties  by  a  Rule  wholly  chi- 
merical, the  imaginary  Opinion  of  a  vague  and  inde- 
terminate Publick,  which  can  be  no  Ways  afcertain'd, 
or  collecled.  But  will  not  this  Objection  hold  equally 
ftrong  againft  political  Writings  of  all  Kinds,  addrefs'd 
to  the  People^  whether  Matters  of  external,  or  internal 

Policy  are  the  Subjects  of  them  ? 1  asked  Him,  in 

my  former  Paper,  whether  He  did  not  think  that  a  Cob- 
ler,  or  a  Porter,  is  as  able  to  comprehend  the  bad  Confe- 
quences  of  top  clofe  a  Conjunction  with  France,  or  the 
ufelefs  Expence  of  maintaining  foreign  Troops  in  Times 
of  Peace,  as  the  prefent  State  of  the  national  Debt, 
the  Nature  of  our  Funds,  or  any  other  Point  of  dome- 
ftick Adminiitration  ? To  the  latter  Part  of  this 

Queftion  He  makes  no  diftindt  Reply  ;  but  expatiates, 
in  his  ufual  Strain,  on  the  extreme  Difficulty  of  form- 
ing any  right  Judgment  of  our  late  Meajures,  in  the 
critical  Junclures,  in  which  our  Minifters  came  to  their 
feveral  Determinations  how  far  They  fhould  wink  at, 
or  refent  the  feveral  Attacks  made  en  our  Interefls  ? 
Have  We  not  flood,  fays  He,  for  four  or  five  Tears,  on 
the  very  Brink  of  an  hazardous,  general  War,  into 
which  the  leaf  rauh,  or  unweighed   Conduct,  in  mefl 

of 
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ofthofe  Points,  had  in  all  Probability  plunged  us  ? 


Traly  yes;  but  let  Me  ask  this  Gentleman,  in  my  Turn, 
by  Whom  and  by  what  Kind  of  Conducl,  We  were 
Brought  into  fuch  a  delicate  Situation,  as  He  terms  if. 
in  another  Place  ;  for  This  is  a  Queflion,  which  very 
nearly  affecls  the  Intereft  of  the  Nation,  as  well  as  the 
Merits  of  his  Patron  ;  and  I  cannot  help  entertaining 
a  very  ftrong  Sufpicion  that  This  is  one  of  the  princi- 
pal Motives  to  all  the  late  Clamour  and  extraordinary 
Methods  of  Refentment  againft  any  Enquiries  of  this 
Nature.  "'■•-, 

But  the  Gentleman  complains  that  I  have  evaded 
the  Force  of  his  Argument,  and  mifreprefented  the 
Point  in  Debate,  concerning  the  evil  Tendency  and 
mifchievous  Effefts  of  fuch  Writings  on  our  Affairs 
abroad,  by  converting  all  his  Reafonings  into  this  ge- 
neral and  indiftincl  Objection ;  that  fuch  Debates  give 
our  Enemies  an  Opportunity  of  mingling  in  our  Coun- 
cils, and  furnifhing  Them  with  Advantages  over  Us  in 
the  Cabinet ;  for,  fays  He,  the  very  Point  of  the  Ar- 
gument, on  which  the  chief  Parts  of  the  Accufation 
turns,  in  my  Cafe,  is  This  ;  that  fuch  Debates  give  our 
Enemies  Hopes  offuccceding  at  one  Time,  if  They  have 
not  at  another ;  and  fo,  by  keeping  Them  feady  in  their 
Councils,  neceffarily  tempt  The?n  to  draw  out  every  Ne- 
gotiation, or  every  War,  into  a  much  greater  Length 
than  would  otberwife  be.  Now,  for  my  Part,  I  ftill 
think  that  the  whole  Weight  of  this  Objeclion  is  con- 
tain'd  m  my  general  Proportion,  that  fuch  Debates  fur- 
nijh  our  Enemies  with  Advantages  over  Us  in  the  Ca- 
binet ;  and  I  mull  leave  the  World  to  judge  what  Rea- 
son He  hath  to  complain  of  Difingenuity,  or  Prevarica- 
tion, in  this  Cafe ;  efpecially,  when  I  made  no  Scru- 
ple of  owning,  at  the  fame  Time,  that  there  is  feme 
Appearance  of  Argument,  and  perhaps  Truth  too,  in 
this  Objection. 

But  farther,  fays  Fie,  the  Writer  of  that  Paper 
(meaning  Himfelf)  not  only  lays  down  the  general  Pro- 
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pofition,  offach.  Debates  fending  to  make  an  Enemy  ft  iff 
and  produce  Delays,  but  backs  the  general  Doctrine  with 
afftgrang  diftinBly  the  In  fiances,  in  which  the  Craft  f- 
man's  Writings  muft  have  had  that  Effect,  Step- by 
Stepi  through  the  whole  Series  cf  our  pall  Tranfactions, 
But  as  the  Craftiinan  difguifes  the  general  Accufation, 
■fo  He  omits  and  over looks  the  diftinct,  particular  Illufba- 

tion  of  it,  without  a  Word  of  Anfwer. I  hope,  I 

fhall  latisfy  Himatlaft,  by  flaring  his  Argument  in 
its  full  Length,  and  in  his  own  Words.  He  may  be- 
l?eve  Me,  when  I  allure  Him  that  my  only  Rea- 
ion  for  reducing  it  before  to  a  general,  port  Propor- 
tion, was  to  avoid  Prolixity,  (which  ought  always  to 
be  avoided,  in  fuch  a  Paper,  as  much  as  poihble )  and 
not  with  any  Defign  of  concealing  the  Force  of  his 
Argument,  or  from  any  Appreheniions  of  falling  under 
the  Weight  oi'lt.  For  the  fame  Reafon,  Ipals'dover 
what  He  calls  his  particular  Illuft ration  of  the  gene- 
ral Proportion.  I  apprehended  that  if  I  could  evince 
the  Ufefulnefs  and  Legality  of  fuch  Writings  in  gene- 
ral, not  with  Handing  the  Inconveniences,  which  may 
•iometimes  attend  them,  it  would  be  of  little  Impor- 
.tance  to  the  Argument  to  examine  diflinctly  the  parti- 
cular In/lances,  in  which  He  endeavours  to  prove  that 
.our  Writings  have  had  a  bad  Influence  on  the  late  pub- 
lick  Tranfaclions.  We  might  likewife  Hand  fairly  ex- 
cufed  from  entering  into  fuch  an  Examination  in  the 
Eyes  of  every  candid  Man,  who  confiders  the  Dan- 
ger of  taking  fuch  a  Liberty,  atprefent,  and  the  Diffi- 
culties, in  which  we  are  already  involved  on  that  Ac- 
count; but  iince  He  preiTes  it  upon  Me,  and  feems  to 
triumph  in  an  imaginary  Victory, .  I  will,  confider  this 
particular  Illuft  ration,  as  far  as  I  judge  it  confiftent 
with  Prudence  and  Selfpreferv ation. — He  begins  thus. 

Let  Him,  for  Example,  fhew  that  his  continued  mal- 
treating and  ridiculing  the  Minifters  here  at  home  did 
not  tend  to  take  off  from  their  Weight  and  Figure  a- 
.broad,  and  cottfequently  impede  their  Negotiations.  < 

I  am 
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I  am  ready  to  acknowledge  that  the  general  Odium, 
Contempt,  or  Ridicule,  under  which  a  Mimfter  la- 
bours at  home,  does  certainly  take  off  from  his  "Weight 
and  Figure  abroad,  as  Experience  fuffieiently  inftructs 
us  -,  but  this  Argument  tends,  like  all  his  others,  to 
impugn  the  Liberty  of  writing  on  any  Matters  of  G0- 
vernment,  domeftick  as  well  as  foreign ;  for  a  Mimfter 
may  render  Himfelf  as  odious,  or  contemptible,  by  his 
wicked  Adminiitration  at  home,  as  by  his  filly  Con- 
duel  of  Affairs  abroad,  and  therefore  the  Difcovery  of 
either,  according  to  this  Argument,  is  equally  mikhie- 
vous,  and  ought  to  be  equally   prevented. 

I  mull  here  put  the  Reader  in  Mind  that  what  I 
foretold,  in  my  firft  Paper  on  this  Subject,  is  actually 
come  to  pafs ;  viz.  that  if  this  Kind  of  Reasoning 
fhould  be fuffer 'd  to  pafs  upon  the  World,  We  might  ex- 
pecl  to  fee  other  Diftinclions  and  Sub-di  functions  'trumpt 
up,  concerning  the  Examination  of  domeftick  Affairs, 
upon  the  fame  Principle  of  Reafoning.  This,  I  fay,  is 
already  come  to  pals ;  for  my  Adverfary  hath  now 
broached  another  Diftinclion,  or  Sub-diftinclion,  between 
debating  Points  of  domeftick  Policy,  and  difcovering,  or 
afferting  domeftick  Facls  ;  the  latter  of  which  He  thinks 
as  mifchievous  as  examining  Matters  of  external  Po- 
licy ;  lb  that  We  fhall  foon  fee  what  Degree  of  Li- 
berty He  hath  left  us. — What  He  fays  of  my  Conduct* 
in  this  particular,  is  nothing  to  the  Purpofe;  for  if 
his  Argument  is  really  agreeable  to  the  Principles  of 
our  Conftitution,  I  muft  acknowledge  Myfelf  as  criminal 
in  one  Cafe,  as  in  the  other. 

This  Method  of  Reafoning  hath  furnifhed  Me  with 
another  Obfervation  on  the  fame  Subject ;  which  is, 
that  Matters  of  external  and  internal  Policy  are  fo  in- 
terwoven and  blended  together  in  moil  Governments, 
particularly  in  our  own,  that  it  is  impoffible,  in  many 
Cafes,  to  divide  them ;  for  as  the  ill  Conduct  of  foreign 
Affairs  generally  affects  our  domeftick  Concerns  in  a  very 
fenfible  Manner,  fo  the  bad  Adrniniftration  of  Af- 
fairs 
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fairs  at  home  hath  commonly  the  fame  mifchievous  In- 
fluence on  our  Negotiations  abroad ;  but  I  can  by  no 
■means  admit  the  Confequence  drawn  by  this  Writer, 
that  all  Examination  of  thefe  Subjecls  ought  for  that 
Reafon  to  be  prohibited  and  fupprefs'd ;  becaufe  I  ap- 
prehend that  fuch  a  Reft  mint  would  render  our  Con- 
dition much  worfe,  inftead  of  better,  by  encouraging 
■bad  Minifters  to  purfue  thofe  Deflgns,  which  Ambi- 
tion, Avarice,  or  any  other  wicked  Motive,  may  dic- 
tate to  Them,  without  any  Regard  to  the  Interefl  of 
their  Country,  or  any  Dread  of pub  lick  Examination. 

I  how  come,  to  the  particular  Inflames  of  Mifchief 
which  are  faid  to  be  the  Effects  of  my  Writings ;  and 
here  again  I  am  obliged  to  quote  the  Gentleman's  own 
Words,  left  He  fhould  accufe  Me  of  Unfaimefs,  or 
Mifreprefentation  ;  but  I  hope  He  will  excufe  Me,'  if 
I  do  not  fwell  my  Paper  with  all  his  Tautologies  and 
Repetitions.  — -The  four  great  Heads  of  Charge  againft 
Me  are  contained  in   the  following  Sentence. 

Let  hi?n  Jhezu   (fays  this  Author,    {peaking  of  Me) 
that   the   Progrefs   of  fuch  Writings   did  not  help  to 
embolden  the  Spanifh  Court  to  inftft  on  the  Stipulations 
in  Favour  of  Don  Carlos  ,•  nor  afterwards  fpirit  the  Ger- 
man to  demand  our  AJfe?it  to  the  Pragmatick  Sanction  ; 
that  it  hath  notjince  then  occafiorfd  the  mamfeft  Fears 
the  Spaniards  mere  under  of  our  fincerely  intending  to 
■execute  that  Treaty,  and  thereby  put  Them  on  beginning 
.and  continuing  the  Works  before  Gibraltar,  as  a  Spur 
*  to  our  fo  doing ;  and  laftly,  that  it  hath  not  given  Life 
■to  the  French  Machinations,  in  Oppofition  to  the   aclual 
Execution  of  that  Treaty ;  or  that  it  may  not,  if  con- 
tinued,  tend  to   draw  yet  more   and  greater  Inconve- 
niences on  Us,  if  any  of  Thefe  are  to  be  confider'd  as 
fuch. 

I  am  forry  to  hear  that  a  certain  Gentleman  Hands 
in  Need   of  any  Apology  on  -all,  or  any  of  thefe  Ac- 
counts ;  and  much  more  fo,  that  I  mould  be  made  the 
-Scape-Goat,  on  fuch  an  Occafion.     I  was  in ■'  full  Ex- 
pectation 
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pectation  of  feeing  the  Introduction  of  Don  Carlos,  and 
the  Guaranty  of  the  Pragmatick  Sanclion,  applauded  as 
Me 'ajures  highly  juft,  prudent,  glorious  and  advanta- 
geous to  Great  Britain  ;  and  as  for  the  new  Works  be- 
fore Gibraltar,  and  the  late  Machinations  of  the  French 
Court,  I  little  thought,  or  apprehended,  that  they 
would  be  laid  to  my  Charge,  having  confiantly  oppofed 
the  me,  as  far  as  a  Writer  could  oppoie  them,  and  ne- 
ver given  the  moil  diltant  Encouragement  to  the  other. 
It  is  cruel  therefore  to  lay  fuch  a  Burthen  upon  Me.  -— 
Alas!  my  Shoulders  are  not  half  broad  enough  to  fup- 
port  it ! 

I  mull  confefs,  indeed,  that  it  is  impoffible  for  Me 
to  purge  Myfelf  intirely  from  this  Accufation  ;  becaufe 
it  is  impoffible  to  prove  what  are  really  the  private  Mo- 
tives, which  actuate  the  Conduct  of "Princes  and  States  ; 
but  I  think  it  highly  abfurd  and  ridiculous  to  fuppofe 
Them  influenced,  in  fo  particular  a  Manner,  by  a  Set 
of  Writers  and  Pamphleteers,  or  even  by  a  Faction* 
which  hath  been  often  calfd  inconfiderable  both  at 
ho?ne  and  abroad.  They  have  not,  at  leaft,  been  ever 
yet  able  to  defeat  the  Views,  or  Demands  of  the 
ikf— — -r,  in  the  m oft  effential  Point  of  Government  \ 
and  till  That  is  once  done,  I  apprehend  that  foreign 
Princes  lay  but  little  Strefs  on  any  Opposition  to  their 
Meajures. 

But  let  us  examine  this  Charge  a  little  farther.  ■ 
The  Succejfon  of  Don  Carlos  was  ftipulated,  long  before 
this  P>aper  was  fet  up,  by  the  Quadruple  Alliance,  as 
the  Writers  on  the  other  Side  have  frequently  urged,  in. 
.Favour  of  their  Patron,  and  fmceThat  by  the  Treaties 
■of  'Seville  and  Vienna,  which  are  Very  unaccountably 
imputed  to  Thofe,  who  difapproved  them,  as  far  as 
Reafon  and  the  Law  would  permit  Them  to  do.  It  is 
equally  unjufl:  to  lay  tht-new  Works  before  Gibraltar  to 
the  Charge  of  the  fame  Geiitlemen,  who  have  always 
complain'd  that  the  Defect,  of  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht  was 
not  iupply'd  by  fubjequent  Treaties,  and   even  pointed 

"it 


NQ  282.    The  Craftsman.        229 

it  out,  before  fome  of  them  were  made.  The  Guaranty 
of  the  pragmatick  San  ft  ion  will  admit  of  the  fame  Re- 
mark; for  We  concurr'd  with  the  Author  of  the  En- 
quiry in  our  Appreheniions  that  it  may  one  Time 
prove  diladvantageous  to  the  Intereft  of  Europe,  and 
perhaps  involve  Great  Britain  in  a  War.  As  for  the 
late  Machinations  of  the  French  Court,  We  apprehend 
that  they  were  occafion'd  by  the  *  late  Treaty  of  Vi- 
enna, which  was  negotiated  and  concluded  without 
****** 

I  fhall  make  but  one  Oblervation  more  on  this  Head; 
which  is,  that  if  the  SucceJJton  of  Don  Carlos,  and  the 
Guaranty  of  the  pragmatick  San  ft  ion  are  really  bad  Mea- 
fures  in  themfelves,  ( as  this  Writer  prefumes  .to  infU 
nuate)  I  think  the  Attempt,  with  which  We  are 
charged,  to  defeat  them,  by  for  eft  ailing  and  antici- 
pating the  Articles  of  thofe  Treaties,  in  which  they  were 
ftipulated,  was  rather  a  meritorious  than  a  criminal  At- 
tempt. 

But  whatever  EfFecls  cur  Writings  may  have  pro- 
duced, or  whatever  Encouragement  they  have  given 
to  our  Enemies,  the  fame  Queition  will  ftill  recur ; 
whether  all  the  great  Advantages  of  the  Liberty  of  the 
Prefs  ought  to  be  given  up,  in  order  to  prevent  a  few 
fmall  Inconveniences,  which  naturally  attend  all  Liber- 
ty, as  well  as  this  ;  or,  in  other  Words,  whether  jucb 
Writings  do  not  produce  more  good  Effefts  than  bad 
ones,  and  whether  a  Minijler  ought  to  be  fuffer'd  to  go 
on  in  his  Measures,  without  any  popular  Check,  or 
Controul,  left  the  Examination  of  his  Conduct  Ihould 
happen  to  give  our  Enemies  fome  Advantage. 

There  is  one  more  Argument  of  this  Writer,  which 
deferves  our  particular  Notice.  He  fays  that  inch  a 
Method  of  examining  Negotiations  and  Treaties  tends  to 
prevent  the  AcceJJion  of  ether  States ;  to  which  He  adds 

Vol.  VIII.  X  this 


^  *  See  the  Anfwer  to    the  Convention  between  two. 
Englifhmen,  fcfr.  lately  printed  in  the  Courant. 
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this  wife  Obfervation,  that  the  worfe  any  Treaty  is,  the 
more  We  Hand  in  Need  of  firengthening  it  by  Acceffi- 
ens,  and  confequently  all  Writings,  which  tend  to  ex- 
fofe  it,  are  the.more  mifchievous  and  prejudicial  to  the 
.Nation. 

This  is  an  excellent  Argument,  in  Behalf  of  blunde-  [ 
ring,  or  corrupt  Mknifters ;  for,  it  feems,  the  more  weak, 
■X)T  wicked  They  are,  the  more  is  it  our  Duty  to  confide 
and  acquiefce  in  their  Conduct.  Their  very  Folly  and 
iniquity  ought  to  fanctify  their  Administration,  and  ex- 
empt it  from  Cenfure. 

But  if  the  Foundation  of  this  Argument  is  folid    and   f 
fubitantial,  how  mall  we   defend    the  Conduct    of  the* 
Whig  Patriots  and  the  Whig  Writers,  in  the  Reigns  of  I 
King  Charles  and  King  James  the  fecond  ?  How  Shall 
we  defend  the  Reverjal  of  thofe  Sentences,  which  had    I 
ibeen  pafsM  upon  Mr.  fohnfon  and  Others,  after  the  Re-  \ 
-Volution?  How  fhall  We  defend  the  Writings  and  Con-  I 
Hduct  of  the  Whigs,  at   the  latter  End    of  Queen  Anne's  \ 
.Reign,  in  order  to  expofe  and  defeat  the  Negotiations  of 
a  general  Peace,  which  were  then  carrying  on   by  the 

Authority  of  the  Crown  r If  the  prefent  M r 

hath  Reafon  to  complain  of  Difficulties  and  Diftrefles 
from  the  Oppojition,  which  He  hath  met  with,  how 
much  more  Reafon  of  Complaint  had  the  Minijlers  of 
thofe  Times,  when  the  Nation  was  more  violently  di- 
vided into  Parties ;  when  the  Malecon  tents  in  the  Houfe 
of  Lords  (who  were  even  join'd  by  many  of  the  Bi/hops  J 
were  able  to  carry  Points  againit  the  Court ;  when  the 
Monied  Companies  in  the  City  gave  their  ASTiStance  to 
the  fame  Caufe ;  when  feme  of  the  greateji  Powers  in 
Europe  added  their  Weight  to  the  Oppofition ;  and  even 
the  Succeffor  to  the  Throne  encouraged  it  by  a  fclemn 
Memorial,  delivered  in  his  Name  ?  ■  -  <»  I  mention 
thefe  Points,  without  any  Regard  to  Parties,  and  with-1 
■out  any  Defign  of  either  approving,  or  condemning  all 
the  Transactions  of  thofe  Times,  but  only  as  Matters  of 
Faff,  which  may  ferve  to  illustrate  the  prefent  Argu- 
ment* 
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went.  It  will  be  to  no  Purpore  to  foy  that  the  Mini- 
fters  of  tbofe  Times  were  oppoted  in  bad  Meafures,  and 
the  prefent  Minifter  is  oppofed  in  good  ones ;  for  That 
is  only  begging  the  Queftion,  as  to  the  Argument,  and 
all  Minifters,  whether  good  ox  bad,  will  have  the  fa?ner 
Plea,  and  aflert  the  fame  Right. 

But  I  hope  I  have  faid  enough  upon  this  Subject,  and 
mall  now  call:  up  the  Account  of  Liberty,  as  it  Hands" 
before  us,  when  the  Subftra&ions  of  this  Writer  are  de- 
ducted.   In  the  firitPhce,  we  muft  not  write  up-- 

on  Negotiations, 'Treaties,  or  foreign  Affairs rat  all  5  efpe- 
'  dally  in  critical  J unclures,  and  delicate  Situations,- when 
fuch  Writings  are  moll  ufeful  and  neceffary  ;  becaufe 
they  may  happen  to  give  our  Enemies  an  Advantage 
over  us.  Neither  muft  We  enter,  with  any  Freedom,. 
.  into  the  Examination,  of  domeftick  Affairs  ;  becaufe  it 
tends  to  difcover  Tails,  which  may  be  produ&ive  of 
the  fame  Evils.  For  this  Reafon,  though  Cato  hath* 
been  lately  j unify 'd  and  applauded,  by  tbefe  very  Wri- 
ters, for  his  inflaming  Harangues  againil  the  S.  S.  Di- 
rectors, We  muft  not  be  allow'd,  according  to  this  Ar- 
gument, to  ex  pole  the  Mifmanagement  of  the  charitable 
Corporation,  or  any  other  Companies  of  the  fame  Na- 
ture. In  fhort,  the  only  Liberty,  which-  He  hath  left 
us,  is  either  to  extol  the  current  Meafures  of  the  Times y. 
or  to  write  general  Difcourfes  upon  Government,  which- 
have  no  Relation  to  them. 

I  will  defy  this  worthy  Gentleman  to  go  above  one 
Step  farther  ;  and  That  is,  either  by  proposing  the  Re- 
floration  of  the  Star-Chamber,  or   the  Revival   of  the- 
Licenjing  Acl>.     If  the  latter  Scheme  mould   prevail  in 
his  good  Opinion,  I  will  take  the  Liberty  to  offer  one 
Amendment.     As  I  cannot  learn  that  John  Str eater,., 
of  ever-famous  and  loyal  Memory,  hath  left  any  Repre-  - 
fentatives  behind  Him,  in  the  Printing  Bufinefs,  I  would 
humbly  propofe  that  xh&fame  Exemption  may  be  gran- 
ted to  S.  Buckley y  J .  Roberts  and  J.  peele,  whole  emi-  - 
X  2  nengx 
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nent  Services  to  the  Publick  have  as  fully  intitled  Them 
to  fuch  an  extraordinary  Diitinclion. 

I  will  conclude  with  reminding  our  Readers  of  the 
great  Difficulties  and  Rejlraints,  under  which  We  are 
obliged  to  write.  Our  Adverfaries,  having  all  the 
Advantages  of  Power  on  their  Side,  are  privileged  to 
expatiate  in  what  Latitude  They  pleafe,  and  without 
any  Regard  to  the  ordinary  Rules  of  J '  ujlice,  and 
Equity,  as  this  Writer  hath  lately  done,  in  endeavour- 
ing to  exafperate  our  Fellow-Countrymen  againit,  us  j 
whilft  We  have  all  the  Argus-Eyes  of  the  Law  upon 
us,  and  for  that  Reafon  are  often  obliged  to  remain 
filenty  when  We  are  fully   able  to  defend   Ourfelves-. 

D. 
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I  V  E  Years  are  now  elapfed  fince  I  be- 
came a  Servant  of  the  Publick,  and  de- 
dicated my  Labours  to  the  13  fe  of  the 
good  People  of  England.  I  began  to 
write,  not  only  in  an  advanced  Age,  in 
the  cool  Evening  of  Life,  when  our  Pal- 
^iions  are  more  eafily  govern'd  ;  but  I  likewife  look'd 
round  Me  befoie  I  took  my  Pen  in  Hand,  and  con- 
lider'd  well  my  Undertaking-  I  knew  the  Nature  of 
my  Defign,  which  was  to  combat  publick  Corruption, 
and  correct  political  Errors,  required  a  found  Judg- 
meut,  an  honeit  Heart,  and  a  firm  Refolution.  I  was 
not  ignorant  in  what  Manner  I  fhould  be  oppofed,  nor 
by  Whom-.  I  was  fenfible  what  Wealth  and  Rower,  in 
very   bad  Hands,    was  capable  of  perforrning,    and  I 

knew 
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knew   very  well   that  it  would   all  be  made  Ufe  of  to 
put  Me  to  Silence  ;    for  notwithstanding  the  high  Con- 
tempt, which  a  certain  Gentleman  affecled  to  entertain  - 
of  my  Writings,    He  gave  the  World  early  Proofs,    by 
his  Application  to   the  fecnlar  idem,    that  they  gall'd 
Him  in  a  tender  and  very  fenfible  Part.     If  it  became 
an  old  Man  to  be  vain,    I  fhould  boaft  of  this  Gentle-  - 
man's  flighting  my  EfTays,  even  fuppofing  it  to  be  real  j»- 
fince  I  could  prove  by  many  undeniable  Inltances  that, 
•his  Judgment  in  Literature  is  equal  to  his  Skill  in  Po- 
liticks. 

But   the  great  Principle, .  which  gave  me  Courage, . 
and  on  which  I  principally. relied,    was  not  any  over- 
weening  Opinion   of  my  own  Capacity,  or  Power  in 
writing,  but  the  Refolution  I  had  taken  to  write  in  the 
Caufe  of Truth  and  of  Liberty.     This  enabled  Me  to- 
purfue    my  Defign    fieadily  and  with?  Vigour. .    7'his 
gained  me  Friends,  Allies  and  Patrons. .    This  procured  t 
Me  Reputation   and   Weight  with  the  People,    whofe 
Rights  I  have  afTerted,  whofe  Grievances  I  have  repre- 
fen  ted,    and   whofe  Caufe  in  general  I  have  pleaded, 
This  Principle  and   the  Confcioufnefs  of  a  good  In  ten-  - 
tion  fuppprt  and  always  will  fupport  Me  againfl   thole 
Heaps  of  minifterial  Calu?nny,  which  are  dailf  thrown 
out  againft  Me.    I  am,  indeed,  become  fo  much  inured  , 
to  the  hard  Words  of  a  Tribe  of  Menr^  who  let  out  their 
little. Brains   to  hire  for  this  Pur po fe, .  that  I  fit  in  my 
Elbow  Chair,  and  whilft  I  read  their  empty  Harangues,* 
and    fee  Myfelf  call'd    very  fcurvy  Names  in  every 
Paragraph,  I  fmoke  my  Pipe  unmoved,. and  with  great 
Tranquility. .    I  confider  Them  as  doing  the  Drudgery 
of  an  Office,  and  neither  defpife  nor  pity  Them. 

I  have  been  fometimes, .  as  my  Readers   know  very     ' 
well,  call'd  upon  to  prove,  and  I.  have  proved,  as  far  - 
and  as  fully,  as  it  was  convenient,.,  that  a  certain  Gen-- 
tie?na?i  was  a  Squanderer   of  the  publick  Money  y  but 
by  retaining  fucb  People  as  Thefe  in  Penfioiv  He  hath  ■ 
Himielf  manifeiled  the.  Truth  of  the  Charge^,  and  laved 

X  3%  Mot 
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Me  the  Trouble  of  giving  farther  Evidence  as  to  thaf 
Point. 

I  fate  down  the  other  Evening  to  look  calmly  over 
my  Works,  and  recollect  the  general  Tenor  of  them, 
fince  I  commenced  this  Paper ;  that  I  might  be  the 
better  able  to  form  a  Judgment  of  what  Ufe  my  La- 
bours have  been  to  the  Publick,  and  in  what  Manner  to 
direct  them  for  the  future.  I  thought  fuch  a  Review 
the  more  neceiTary  at  prefent,  becaufe  extraordinary 
Pains  have  been  lately  taken  to  prove  the  evil  Tendency 
and  mifcbievous  Effecls  of  my  Writings,  without  ad- 
mitting any  publick  Advantages  to  have  refulted  from 
them.  Nay,  it  hath  been  ailerted  by  my  Adverfaries 
that  I  have  not  proved,  nor  even  attempted  to  prove, 
one  Point  of  general  Complaint,  or  Cenfure,  which 
hath  been  advanced  through  the  whole  Courfe  of  thefe 
Writings.  I  mall  therefore  take  the  Liberty,  in  this 
Paper,  to  recapitulate  the  principal  Subjects,  which  I 
have  treated  during  this  flrit  Lujlrum  of  my  Warfare 
in  the  Service  of  the  Publick,  and  leave  the  Reader 
to  determine  whether  they  have  not  been  attended  with 
fome  good  Canfequeneis. 

I  thought  it  proper,  at  my  firft  Entrance  upon  this 
Work,  to  explain  my  Defign,  and  aflert  the  Liberty  of 
the  Prefs,  in  a  very  particular  Manner,  as  the  Founda- 
tion of  all  my  future  Enquiries  and  Animadverfions  on 
the  State  of  our  Affairs,  both  at  home  and  abroad. 

I  took  the  Freedom  to  inveigh  very  largely,  in 
.  feveral  Papers,  againft  Bribery  and  Corruption,  which  I 
apprehended  to  .  be  Crimes  of  the  moll  mifcbievous 
Nature ;  though  it  hath  finee  been  maintain'd  that 
tbey  are  publick  Virtues,  and  neceffary  to  the  Support 
of  a  free  Government. 

I  condemn'd  our  Allyance  with  Trance,  in  the  Reign 
of  King  Charles  the  fecond ;  and  I  could  not  diffemble 
my  Sentiment  that  too  Uriel:  an  Union  with  that  Court 
is  always  dangerous  to  England. 
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I  was  of  Opinion  that  our  Colonies  and  Plantations 
in  the  Weft-Indies  were  of  fome  Importance  to  Great 
Britaitiy  and  therefore  I  pleaded  for  their  Encourage- 
ment and  Support. 

I  made  fome  Obfervations  on  a  Book,  publifh'd  at 
that  Time  by  Authority,  intitled  an  Enquiry  into  the 
Reafons  of  the  Conducl  of  Great  Britain,  &c.  and  have 
lived  to  fee  it  intirely  exploded  by  all  Parties ;  for  as 
I  fhew'd  the  falfe  Reafoning  of  it  in  many  Particulars  ; 
fo  the  very  Perfons,  for  whofe  Service  and  by  whole 
Direction  it  was  written,  have  fince  given  it  up,  by 
their  Conduct,  "in  other  Points  ;  particularly  in  the 
Affair  of  Don  Carlos  and  the  Pragmatick  Sanelion, 
which  were  reprefented  in  terrible  Colours  in  that 
Book,  and  big  with  the  molt  fatal  Confequences  to  the 
Peace  and  Ballance  of  Europe ;  but  fuch  is  the  Fluctua- 
tion of  human  Councils,  as  well  as  of  human  Affairs, 
that  they  are  now  become  the  wifeft  and  moft  politick 
Meafures,  which  could  pollibly  be  taken,  in  the  prefent 
Conjuncture. 

I  fet  forth  the  Importance  of  Gibraltar  to  this  King- 
dom, in  anfwer  to  Thofe,,  wrho  endeavour'd  to  depre- 
ciate it  for  vile  Ends,  and  pointed  out  the  pretended 
Articles  and  Stipulations,  on  which  the  Spaniards 
founded  their  Demands  for  the  Reflitution  of  that 
Fortrefs. 

I  ventured  to  deliver  it  as  my  Opinion  that,  accord- 
ing to  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht,  Dunkirk  ought  not  only 
to  be  demolijb'd,  as  it  was  foon  after,  but  never  to  be 
repaired,  or  made  an  Harbour  again  ;  and  I  gave  my 
Countrymen  early  Notice  ©f  fome  elandeftine  Proceed- 
ings at  that  Place,  which  I  apprehended  to  be  an  In- 
fraction of  the  Treaty. — The  Houfe  of  Commons  was 
afterwards  pleafed  to  take  this  Matter  into  Confidera- 
tion,  and  every  Body  remembers  the  Refult  of  it. 

I  have  often  reprefented  the  peculiar  Hardfliips, 
which  our  Merchants  lay  under  by  the  Depredations 
of  the  Spaniards,  and  afferted  their  Right  to,  Retribu- 
te 
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Iron,  or  Reprifals,  with  fome  Observations  on  the 
Reafons  given  for  not  granting  them  Letters  of 
Marque. 

I  have  alio  frequently  warn'd  my  Countrymen  of 
the  Dangers,  which  threaten  our  Commerce  and  our 
Liberties  by  the  Management  of  great,  monied  Com- 
panies and  exclufive  Monopolies.  I  have  explained  the 
Ufe  of  them  to  bad  Miniftcrs,  and  the  Reafons  why 
They  will  always  encourage  them. — I  w'ifh  the  Publick 
may  not  be  fbon  convinced,  in.  too  fenfible  a  Manner,  of 
the  Truth  of -thefe  Observations  ! 

After  Thir,  I  publifh'd  the  Letters  of  my  Correfpon- 
dents  Raleigh  and  Trot',  in  which  the  State  of  Great 
Britain  and  the  Conduct  -  of  her  Minifters  are  iully 
examined  iince  the  Treaty  of  Hanover. 

I  took  Occafion,  at  the  fame  Time,  to  animadvert 
■on  the  Infirutlions  given,  not  long  before,  to  Admiral 
Hofier,  and  the  particular  Care  our  Minifiers  took  not 
to  give  any  Offence  either  to  our  Enemies,  .or  our  j 
Friends',  though  the  Spaniards,  not  altogether  fo 
cautious,  were  making  Captures  every  Week  of  our* 
■Englifo  Merchant-Ship?,  even  on  our  own  Coails,  and 
in  Sight  of  our  Men  of  War. 

About  the  fame  Time,  I  gave  my  Readers  a  Dif- 
courfe  upon  Pen/Ions,  and  foon  after  another  on  Non- 
- Attendance  in  Parliament',-  both  of  which  met  with 
inch  an  extraordinary  Reception  as  the  glorious  Deiign 
and  excellent  Manner  of  treating  thofe  Subjects  deferved 
from  the  Publick. 

In  the  Year  1729  We  obtain' d  a  Law,  for  the  more 
effectual  preventing  Bribery  and  Corruption  in  the 
Election  of  Members  to  ferve  in  Parliament ;  and  as  I 
had  before  often  reprefented  the  Mifohiefs  ofGcrrupticff,. 
•fo  I  fpared  no  Pains  to  extol  the  Wifdom-  and  Integrity 
of  our  Parliament  in  palling  this  Acl,-  and  to  endear  it 
to  my  Fellow-Subjects,    as  the  great  Palladium  of  all 

our  Liberties. Let  us  guard  it  carefully.-    Let  us 

perufe  it  often.     Let. us  watch  over  it, ,  without  ceafing,, 

and. 
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and  be  jealous  of  every,  the  moll  diftant,  Attempt  to 
weaken  it,  or  explain  it  away. 

In  the  fame  Year,  the  memorable  Treaty  of  Seville 
■was  figned  ;  by  which  the  Eftablifhment  of  Don  Carlos 
in  Italy,  who  had  been  fet  forth  as  iiich  a  formidable 
Prince  but  a  Year  or  two  before,  was  ftipulated  in  the 
moil  folemn  Manner,  and  Great  Britain  was  engaged 
to  fee  the  Treaty  put  in  Execution  ;  the  Difficulties 
of  which,  without  the  Confent  of  the  Emperor,  and 
the  Conveniences,  of  it,  in  Cafe  He  mould  confent, 
were  fully  explained  by  Raleigh  and  other  Writers  in 
'this   Paper.  I   need  not  put  the  Reader  in  mind 

how  far  their  Arguments  and  Apprehenfions  have 
proved  juft ;  but  I  fuppoie  it  muft  be  acknowledged, 
for  our  Glory,  that  this  great  Point  is  at  length  effec- 
tuated by  the  Mediation  of  our  Councils  and  our 
Fleet. 

I  forgot  to  take  Notice,  in  its  due  Place,  of  the  fea- 
fonable  Opportunity,  which  I  took  to  confute  feveral 
idle  Rumours  and  Stories,  induftrioufly  propagated  by 
Jacobites,  or  other  difaffecled  Perfons ;  particularly  that 
a  large  Sum  of  Money  would  be  demanded,  in  the 
enfuing  Seflion,  for  defraying  the  Expences  of  the 
Coronation ;  and  that  his  Royal  Highnefs,  Prince  Pre- 
derick,  would  not  be  fent  for  into  England,  nof  created 
Prince  of  Wales,  without  a  farther  Addition  to  the 
Civil  Lift.  -  I  mall  only  obferve,  upon  this  Occafion, 
that  no  fuch  Sum  was  ever  ask*d  for  that  Ufe ;  and 
that  his  Royal  Highmfs  actually  arrived  in  England  be- 
fore the  meeting  of  Parliament,  to  the  great  Joy  of 
the  Nation,  and  without  any  Addition  to  the  Civil 
Lift ;  unlefs  fupplying  the  Deficiencies  of  it,  in  the 
Year  1728-9,  can  be  properly  call'd  fo  j  which  no 
Man  of  common  Senfe,  or  Difcretion,  will  dare  to 
affirm. 

In  the  Year  1730,  I  publifh'd  the  Papers,  iign'd 
Oldcaftle,  diflinguiming  between  the  Spirit  of  Liberty 
and  the  Spirit  efFaclion,  with  thofe  excellent  ^Remarks 

oa 


238       The  Craftsman.     N0  283. 

on  the  Reigns  and  Characters  of  our  Englijh  Princes, 
from  William  the  Conqueror  to  Charles  the  fir  ft.. 
Thefe  Difcourfes  contain  the  jufteft  and  moft  ufeful. 
Reflections,  that  ever  were  publihVd  on  that  nice 
Subject,  and  will  lad  as  long  as  the  Englijh  Hiftory, 
Liberty,  or  Language;  whilft  the  ftupid  and  invidious 
Comments  on  them  are  already  funk  into  that  Con- 
tempt, and  will  fooii  fink  into  that  Oblivion,  which 
they  deferve. 

I  have  not  infilled  on  the  timely  Check,  which  I 
gave  to  a  late  trcafonable  Defign  of  raifing  Recruits  for 
the  French  Service  in  Ireland,  nor .  on  feveral  other 
Particulars  of  my  Writings,  which  have  proved  of 
great  Ufe  to  a  certain  Gentleman,  because  He  hath  al- 
ready partly  acknowledged  the  Obligation,  and  per- 
haps He  may  one  Day  think  proper  to  do  it  in  a 
more ,  grateful  Manner. 

But  there  are  feveral  Parts  of  my  Writing?,  which  I 
am  afraid  will  never  be  forgiven  by  this  Gentleman ; 
particularly  my  general  Obfervations  upon  bad  Mini- 
fters,  of  all  Ages  and  Countries ;  on  the  crooked  Arts  of 
Some,  and  the  equally  mifchievous  Blunders  of 'Others'*. 
on  their  pernicious  Schemes  for  aggrandizing  Themfelves 
.on  the  Spoils  of  their  Country,  and  facrificing  the  Wel- 
fare of  a  whole  Nation  to  their  own  private  Inter  eft  ;  on 
their  Methods  of  corrupting  the  People,  both  in  their 
.collecJive  and  reprefentative  Body,  with  their  own  Mo- 
ney,  and  even  making  the  Prince  Himfelf  fubiervient  to 
their  Deligns. 

I  am  likewife  confcious  to  Myfelf  that  I  have  taken 
the  Liberty  to  difcufs  feveral  particular  Points,  which 
have  render'd  Me  equally  obnoxious  and  unpardonable 
in  the  Eyes  of  this  Gentleman.  I  am  fenfible  that  my 
Remarks  upon  Acls  of  Grace,  at  a  certain  Juncture,, 
were  very  ill-timed  ;  and  that  my  Reafons  for  repealing 
the  Riot  and  feptennial  A5ls  did  not  fquare  exactly 
with  his  Schemes.  I  am  not  ignorant  that  the  Forage 
and  Bank  Coniracls  were  Subjects  of  too  pcrjonal  a  Na- 
ture; 
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tUre  ;  and  that  any  Bill,  to  prevent  or  punifh  Corrup- 
tion within  Doors,  carries  but  an  ill  Afpect  upon  his' 
Affairs.  I  know  very  well  that  all  Arguments  for  abo 
lifhing  Party  Difti?tclions  mull  be  very  ungrateful  in  his 
Ears,  as  well  as  all  Difcourfes  on  the  State  of  our 
Debts.,  the  Burthen  of  our  Taxes,  and  the  Application 
of  the  Sinking  Fund.  I  am  fully  fatisfy'd  that  the  Af- 
fair of  the  He/fan  Troops  was  a  very  tender  Point ;  and 
that  no  Man,  in  bis  Circu?nflances,  could  be  pleaied 
with  feeing  fuch  a  Doctrine  advanced,  as  Trrat  of  go- 
verning by  the  Affections  of  the  People  ;  or  with  hearing 
it  afferted  that  large  ftanding  Armies,  in  Times  of 
Peace,  are  inconfiftent.  with  the  Principles  and  Spirit  of 
the  Revolution. 

In  fhort,  I  am  well  apprized  that  all  Attempts  to 
feparate  the  Intereft  of  the  Publick  from  the  Intereft  of 
the  M'wifler  are  irremiffible  Sins  before  his  Tribunal, 
and  that  nothing  can  atone  for  them  but  the  Death,  or 
Deftruction  of  the  Sinner. 

.1  was  however  induced  .to  review  my  Conduct  at 
this  Time,  and  put  my  Readers  in  Mind  of  the  general 
Tenor  of  it,  by  a  fhort  Recapitulation  of  my  Writings. 
Whatever  Satisfaction  it  may  give  to  others,  I  can  lay 
my  Hand  upon  my  Heart  and  fay,  with  the  flricteffc 
Truth,  that  it  hath  fatisfy'd  Myielf.  I  think  the  De- 
fign  is  not  only  honeft,  but  great  and  laudable,  as  it  is 
calculated  for  the  Service  of  my  Country.  If  it  hath 
not  produced  fuitable  Effects,  it  is  not  my  Fault ;  but 
as  I  am  convinced  of  the  Honelty  of  my  Defign,  I  am 
■determined  to  purfue  it  as  long  as  my  Life,  or  Health, 
and  as  far  as  Liberty  and  the  Laws  of  my  Country  will 
allow  me  to  do  it.  R.  D. 


WHEREAS 
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WHEREAS  the  original  Magna  Charta 
of  England,  Jigrtd  by  King  John  in  Runney  Mead, 
hath  been  for  fome  Ti?ne  miffing,  and  is  fuppofed  to 
have  been  either  deft  r of  d,  or  taken  away  by  fome  ill- 
difpofed  Perfon,  at  the  late  Fire  at  Afhburnham  Houfe; 
This  is  to  give  Notice  to  all  Well-wipers  to  the  Pub  lick, 
that  whoever  can  difcovcr  the  Perion,  who  robbed  the 
World  of  this  invaluable  Depofitum,  fo  that  He  may 
be  brought  to  condign  Punijhmcnt,  or  fupply  this  great 
Lofs  by  another  authentick  Copy  of  it,  free  from  any 
Interpolations,  Mutilations,  or  Corruptions,  jhall  not 
only  be  intitled  to  the  Thanks  of  every  true  Lover  of. 
Learning,  Liberty  and  Antiquity,  but  likcwife  have  his 
Statue  erecled  at  the  publick  Expence. 


Nc284.     Saturday,  Dec.  n,  173 1. 


To    Caleb     D'Anvers,    Efq\ 
TTAnvers, 

T  being  at  laft  determined  by  a  Method 
of  Reafoning,  which  will  admit  of  no 
Difpute,  that  the  Liberty  of  the  Prefs 
does  not  extend  to  the  Examination  of 
foreign  Affairs,  in  critical  Junctures  and 
delicate  Situations-,  I  fuppofe  ycu  will 
chiefly  turn  your  Thought?,  for  the  future,  to  Matters 
of  a  domeftick  Nature-,  and  if  you  are  not  otherwise 
engaged  at  prefent,  I  will  take  the  Liberty  of  pointing 
out  one  SubjeSf,  of  that  Kind,  which  feems  to  call 
aloud  for  ycur  Animadverfion,  as  it  hath  for  fome  time 
employ'd  the  Attention  and  Speculation  of  the  Publick; 
I  mean,  the  prefent  State  of  the  charitable  Cor- 
poration, 

You 
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You  feem,.  indeed,  to  apprehend  that  you  are  pre- 
cluded from  entering  into  the  Examination  of  this  im- 
portant Point,  by  the  late  Sub-Diftinclion  of  a  certain- 
Writer,  in  the  C  our  ant,  between  difcovering  domestics 
Facts,  and  debating  Points  ^/domestick  Policy; 
but 'I  hope  you  will  not  pay  any  Regard  to  the  Doctrine 
ox~jucb  ajlavijh  and  inconfiftentTool,  which  equally  tends 
to  the  Condemnation  of  his  ozvn  favourite  Demagogue, 
the  Author  of  Cath  Letters-,  for  if  there  is  any 
fuch  Thing  as  a  Paiallel  between  two  Cafes,  That  of 
the  South. Sea  Directors,  in  the  Year  1720,  and  of  the 
Managers  of  the  charitable  Corporation,  at  prefent,  is  cer- 
tainly :iich.  The  Inequality  of  the  Capital,  in  the  lat- 
ter, makes  no  Difference  in  the  Argument,  nor'ought  it 
to  be  allowed  as  any  Extenuation  of  the  Guilt,  if  there 
fhould  appear  to  be  any  in  the  Perfons  concern' d. 

Be  honeit  therefore^  old  Caleb,  and  do  not  fuffer 
yourfelf  to  be  deterr'd  from  fearching  this  Affair  to  the 
Bottom,  and  thereby  fatisfying  the  general  Expectation 
of  the  Publick  ;  unlefs  you  mould  happen  to  be  filenced 
by  the  fame  Authority,  which  hath  already  reitrainM 
your  Pen  u^on  foreign  Affairs. 

I  con  fete,  it  feeras  a  little  itrange  to  Ale  that  no  po- 
litical Writer  hath  yet  taken  this  Matter  into  Confide- 
jation.  I  do  not  mean  yourfelf;  for  you  have  been 
fully  employ 'd,  of  late,  upon  other  Subjecls  of  great 
Importance  to  the  Caufe  of  Liberty  ;  but  as  you  may 
■not  think  it  proper  to  purfue  thgfe  Points  any  farther,  at 
prerenf,  I  hope  you  will  not  think  the  Management  of 
this  Corporation  beneath  your  Notice.  For  this  Reafon, 
as  I  am  likely  to  be  a  great  Sufferer  myfelf,  I  have  fent 
you  a  few  general  Hints,  and  if  I  find  them  agreeable 
-to  your  Sentiments,  you  may  depend  on  being  furniih'd 
hereafter  with  feme  particular  Facls,  to  fupport  them 
again  ft  our  Oppofers. 

I  do  not  deiign  to  enter  into  the  Difpute,  which  was 
gitated  hit  Year,  concerning   the  Nature  of  this  Un- 
dertaking, and  whether  it  would  be  advantageous,  or 

Vol.  VIII.  Y  detrimental 
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detrimental  to  the  Publick,  fuppofmg  it  to  be  honeftly 
managed.  I  fhall  not,  I  fay,  defcend  into  that  En- 
quiry 1  becaufe  I  apprehend  it  to  be  unneeefTary  at  pre- 
lent,  and  may  perhaps  be  thought  improper  for  me, 
Who  was  fo  far  deluded  myfelf,  as  to  become  a  Proprie- 
tor in  it,  from  an  Opinion  of  its  Ufefalnefs,  and  the 
Expectation  of  improving  a  fmall  Fortune,  by  making 
a  little  more  Intereft  of  my  Money  than  was  to  be  had 
in  any  of  the  funds. 

The  Point  therefore,  at  this  Time,  is  not  whether 
fiich  a  "Corporation  is  beneficial,  or  advifeable  in  a  tra- 
ding Nation,  or  not ;  but  in  what  Manner  it  hath  been 
managed,  and  by  Whom  We  are  reduced  to  our  prefent, 
melancholy  Condition. 

It  is  certain  that  a  very  large  Sum  of  Money,  amoun- 
ting to  fome  hundred  thoufand  Pounds,  hath  been  paid 
in  Upon  the  Shares,  befides  what  hath  been  borrowed 
upon  the  Company's  Notes  j  and  We  have  the  utmoft 
Reafon  to  fear  that  a  great  Part  of  this  Money  hath  been 
either  embezzled,   or  fquander'd  away. 

It  hath  been   undeniably  proved,    by   Yourfelf  and  i 
'"Others*,  that  the  general  Calamity,    in  the  Year  1720, 
was  principally  occafion'd  by  the  great  Contention  be-  \ 
tween    the  Bank  and  the  South-Sea  Company,  for   the 
Execution  of  the  Scheme  then  in  Agitation,  and  to  the  i 
vaft  Premium,    which   the  latter  paid  for   it.     This 
poilefsM  the  Generality  of  Mankind  with  that  extrava- 
gant Opinion  of  the  Value  of  South-Sea  Stock,  which  ' 
raifed  it  to  fuch  an  immoderate  Height,  and  ended  at 
lail  in  the  Ruin  of  Thoufands,  by  linking   as  precipi- 
tately in  their  Hands;  fo  that  the  grievous  Misfortunes 
of  thofe  Times  were  owing,  in  a  great  Meafure,   to  the 
"general  Infatuation  of  the  People,  which  fwell'd  up  the 
Stock  to  that  exorbitant  Height,  and   to  a  moll  iniqui- 
tous Contracl;  which  was  afterwards  made,  though  not 
executed,  on  Purpofe  to  keep  that  Infatuation  alive. 
The  Directors  and  Managers  of  that  Scheme  were  never 
-charged,  as  far  as  I  can  remember,  with  any  Frauds, 

or 
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or  Embezzlements  of  the  Companfs  Effects.  Nay, 
even  Mr.  Knight  Himfelf,  who  thought  fit  to  decline 
the  Enquiry  of  Parliament,  and  retire  from  his  native 
Country,  retired  only  with  his  own  Acquifitions,  and 
without  loading  Himfelf  with  the  Guilt  of  robbing  the 
pub  lick  Treafure,  which  was  intruded  in  his  Hands.    . 

But  our  Cafe,  at  prefent,  is  very  different  in  this  Re- 
fpect,  and  unattended  with  any  of  thofe  alleviating  Cir- 
cumftances,  which  were  pleaded  in  the  other  j  for  the- 
LofTes,  which  We  have  fo  much  Reafon  to  apprehend* 
and  the  Ruin,  which  feems  to  glare  fo  fully  in  our  Eyes, 
will  not  proceed  from  any  exorbitant  Rife  of  our  Stock, 
or  any  imaginary  and  unreafonable  Notions  of  its  Value, 
but  from  the  fraudulent  and  unparallel'd  Depredations 
of  afezv  Men,  who  were  intrufted  with  our  Properties, 
and  would  be  fatisfy'd  with  little  Ids  than  feizing  the 
whole  Capital  at  once. . 

It  is  almoft  impoffible  to  conceive  how  fuch  a  hidden 
Bankruptcy,  as  feems  to  threaten  us,  could  be  brought 
about  by  one  or  two  of  our  under  Servants,  without  the 
Participation,  Knowledge,  or  even  Sufpicion  of  Thofe, 
whofeDuty  it  was  to  fuper-intend  Them.  It  mult  be 
acknowledged,  at  leaft,  that  They  have  been  guilty  of 
the  moil:  unpardonable  Neglecl  and  Mifmanagement,  if 
They  mould  be  able  to  purge  Themfelves  from  tliQ. 
Guilt  of  Treachery  and  Corruption. 

It  gives  me  fome  Comfort  to  obferve  the  Zeal,  which 
my  Fellow-Sufferers  have  already  exerted,  upOn  this 
Occafion,  in  our  general  Court ;  and  I  hope  They  will 
not  fuffer  it  to  cool,  or  be  defeated  by  Thofe,  who  have 
plunder'd  us,  and  are  vifibly  endeavouring  to  elude  all 
Examination  into  their  Conduct,  by  felling  out,  or  iplit- 
ting  the  Stock  among  ft  their  own  Creatures,  in  order  to 
procure  a  Majority  in  their  Favour.  For  this  Reafon, 
let  us  continue  firm  and  united  in  the  Refolution  of 
keeping  our  Books  Jhut,  till  We  have  an  Opportunity  of 
laying  our  Grievances  before  the  Parliament,  and  im- 
ploring fuch  Relief  as  the  Nature  of  them  will  admit. 
♦     Y  z  There 
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There  are  feveral,  .particular  Circum  fiances  in  our 
Cafe,  which  will  recommend  us  to  the  Compaflion .  as 
well  as  Juftice,  of  our  Reprefentatives,  and  therefore 
We  can  have  no  Reafon  to  doubt  of  a  favourable  Recep- 
tion.  I  have  already  pointed  out  fome  of  thefe  Par- 
ticulars, and  will  jure  mention  two  or  three  more.  ' 

In  the  flrft  Place,  there  are  many  poor  Widow?,  Or- 
phans and  young  Ladies  among!!  us,  whofe  whole  For- 
tunes, or  the  chief  Part  of  them,  are  embark'd  in  this 
Corporation,  and  who  muft  therefore  be  reduced  to  the 
anon  deplorable  Circumftances,  if  They  mould  be  left 
without  Redrefs  and  Retribution. 

There  is  another  Circum fiance,  which  affects  the 
'Pledgers  of  Goods,  as  well  as  the  Proprietors  ;  for  it  hath 
been  publickly  advertifed  in  the  News-Papers,  that  great 
Quantities  of  Goods  and  Effecls  belonging  to  this  Corpo- 
ration, have  been  fecreted  and  embezzled  by  their  late 
Warehoufe-keeper ,  who  is  jinee  fled ;  fo  that  Multitudes 
of  poor  Trade/men,  who  were  obliged  to  pawn  their 
Goods,  in  the  dead  Time  of  the  Year,  will  be  Sufferers 
in  this  Cafe,  as  well  as  the  Perfons,  who  advanced  the 
Money  upon  them  ;  not  to  iniifl:  on  the  Hazard  They 
mull  run  of  deiiroying  their  Credit,  by  demanding 
them,  at  this  Time,  if  they  are  to  be  recover'd.  — — 
Nothing  therefore  feems  more  reafonable  than  that  thofe 
Perfons,  who  have  been  guilty  of  this  double  Injury, 
mould  be  obliged  to  repair  it ;  and  nothing,  I  fear,  but 
the  Power  of  Parliament  will  oblige  Them  to  do  it. 

It  likewife  deierves  the  Confideration  of  an  Englijh 
Parliament,  whether  this  Affair  may  not  be  attended 
with  fome  farther  ill  Confequences  to  publick  Creait  in 
general,  if  fo  notorious  a  Breach  ofTruJl  (for  fuch,  I  am 
afraid,  it  will  appear)  mould*  be  iuffer'd  to  pals  unex- 
amined, or  unpunmVd. 

We  may  therefore  promife  ourfelves  that  nothing  can 
prevent   the  ftricteft  Enquiry  into   this  Affair,  but  our 
own  Folly,  Tamenefs,  or  private  Views.     The  Parlia- 
ment will  undoubtedly  receive  our  Petition  with  Can- 
dour, 
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dour,  and  examine  the  Contents,  of  it,  without  any 
Regard  to  Parties,  Allyances,  Friendfhips,  or  Dependen- 
cies whatsoever.  We  have  no  Reafon  to  apprehend 
any  Complaints  of  Screening,  or  to  fear  any  Schemes  for 
patching  upand  concealing  thofe  Wounds,  which  can  be 
cured  only  by  probing  them  to  the  Bottom.  In  fhort, 
We  may  confidently  depend  upon  feeing  the  whole  My- 
flery  unraveFd,  and  allure  ourfelves  that  every  Man, 
who  mail  appear  to  be  guilty  of  any  Mifmanagement, 
Corruption,  or  Iniquity,  will  certainly  receive  the  Pu- 
nifhment,  which  He  deferves. 

I  will  therefore  conclude  with  expreiling  my  Hopes, 
in  the  Words  of  another  Gentleman,  upon  the  fame  Oc- 
casion, that  this  Kind  of  Charity  will  not  be  allowed 
to  cover  a  Multitude  of  Sins. 

lam,    SIR, 

Tour  conflant  Reader, 
And  humble  Servant, 

G.    T. 
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Gave  this  Paper  the  Title  of  the  Craftf- 
man  with  a  Deiign  of  expoling  the 
Corruptions  and  Abufes  of  all  Profeffi- 
ons,  as  far  as  they  mould  come  to  my 
Knowledge ;  but  as  I  apprehended  poli- 
tical Craft  to  be  the  molt  mifchievous* 
as  well  as  the  moil  complicated  and  myilerious  of  all 
Crafts,  I  propofed  to  bellow  my  Thoughts  chiefly 
upon  it,  and  to  trace  it  very  minutely  through  all  its 
Difguifes,  in  the  Courfe  of  thefe  Lucubrations.  I  Hat- 
ter Myfelf,  from  the  Reception  of  them5  for  five  Years 

Y  3  pau> 
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part,  that  the  Publick  in  general  are  very  well  pleated 
with  the  Manner,  in  which  I  have  hitherto  prolecuted 
this  Part  of  my  Undertaking ;  and  the  Violence,  with 
winch. I  have  been  conftantly  oppofed,  by fome parti- 
cular Perfons,  is  a  iufficient  Proof  that  They  have  not^ 
been  altogether  without  Effect.  Bat  I  have  not  con-\ 
fined  Myfelf  intirely  to  State-Craft ;  for  not  to  infill  on 
my  Difcovery  of  fome  Impofmres  in  the  Practice  of 
Phyfeck,  it  is  well  known  that  I  have  already  animad- 
verted on  the  Abufes  of  my  former  ProfeiTion,  as  a 
Lawyer ;  and  I  deiign  to  give  my  Reader  a  frefh  In- 
fiance  of  my  Impartiality,  in  this  Paper,  by  expofmg 
the  Tricks  of  my  prefent  Vocation,  as  an  Author. 

It  is  impoffible  to  exhaufl  fo  copious  a  Subject  in 
the  Compafs  of  one  of  thefe  Half  Sheets,  to  which  the 
Parliament  hath  wifely  reduced  our  weekly  Lucubra- 
tions, without  incroaching  on  that  valuable  Part  of  it^ 
which  my  Bookfeller  always  referves  to  Himfelf,  as 
his  undoubted  Privilege,  for  obliging  the  Publick  with 
thofe  ufeful  Notices,  of  all  Kinds,  which  bring  up  the 
Rear  or  his  Paper.  Befides,  I  am  a  better  Subject, 
whatever  my  Enemies  may  pleafe  to  fay,  or  think  of 
Me,  than  to  ask  fo  unreasonable  a  Favour ;  for  every 
fmgle  Advertifement,  which  mould  be  left  out,  upon 
fuch  an  Occaiion,  would  be  a  clear  Lofs  of  one  Shil- 
ling Sterling  to  his  Majefly's  Revenue.  I  am  therefore 
obliged  to  confine  my  Obfervations,  in  this  Difcourfe, 
to  the  Crafts  of  a  political  Writer,  and  mult  refer ve  the 
Artifice  of  other  Authors,  which  are  equally  worthy  of 
publick  Notice,  to  fome  future  Difquifition. 

When  a  Gentleman  of  the  Quill  finds  Himfelf  promp- 
ted with  an  Ambition  of  ferving  his  Country,  in  this 
Capacity,  and  hath,  laid  up  a  fufficient  Stock  of  Mate- 
rials for  fuch  an  Undertaking,  his  firfl  Care  is  to 
work  them  up  in  proper  Vehicles,  and  to  confider  in 
what  Manner  to  difpenfe  them  with  moil  Advan- 
tage to  Himfelf,  as  well  as  Emolument  to  the  Pub- 
lick. This  is  what  the  Trade  call  raifing  a  Paper ;  for 
it  is  not  to  be  fuppofed  that  every  Work,  of  this  Kind, 

mould 


Nc  285.    The  Craftsman.       247 

mould  be  able  to  recommend  itfelf  by  its  own  intrinfick 
Merit,  without  any  extraneous  Affiftance.  ^ There  is  a 
great  Deal  of  Art  and  Induftry  required  to  rails  Jucb 
a  Fabrick,  and  to  fupport  it,  w-hen  it  is  raifed. 

As  it  is  firft  of  all  neceffary  to  encourage  the  Atten- 
tion of  the  Publick  to  our  Lucubrations,  my  learned 
Brethren  have  found  out  feveral  Methods  of  doing  This, 
without  committing  any  Violence  upon  Nature,  or 
torturing  their  poor  Brains  to  no  Purpofe.  I  muft  do 
Them  the  Juftice  to  own  that,  in  this  Particular,  They 
are  very  modeft,  and  feem  confcious  of  their  own 
Strength.  They  are  Mailers  of  the'  greateft  human 
Knowledge,  the  Knowledge  of  Them/elves',  and  fore- 
feeing  the  Impoflibility  of  rifing  into  Notice  and  Di- 
ftinftion  by  the  Force  of  Reafon,  Wit,  Humour,  or  Ex- 
cellence of  any  Kind,  very  prudently  refort  to  other 
Arts,  which  I  mail  now  proceed  to  explain. 

A  well-chofen  'Title-page  hath  been  always  efteem'd 
an  efTential  Point  amongft  us  modern  Writers ;  a  neceA 
fary  Qualification  to  captivate  the  good  Opinion  of  the 
Publick.  I  could  mention  fome  Artift s,  in  this  Town, 
who  have  fupported  Themfelves  and  their  Families,  for 
many  Years,  by  this  Kind  of  Learning,  and  their  Skill 
in  accommodating  the  Works  of  other  Men,  under  a 
fpecious  hifcription,  to  the  Palate  of  the  People ;  jufl  as 
fome  Vintners  hang  out  a  fine,  gilded  Bujh,  to  recom- 
mend their  ftumirfd  Wine.  I  have  been  told  that  it 
was  one  of  thefe  Adepts,  who  affifted  Mr.  Walfingham, 
at  his  firft  fetting  out  in  the  World,  and  finding  the 
Country-Party  to  be  infinitely  the  moft  numerous  and 
popular,  advifed  Him  to  fight,  like  a  Spy,  in  the  Camp 
of  Liberty,  and  to  intitle  his  venal  Rhapfody,  in  De- 
fence of  Courts  and  Minijlers,  the   free  Briton. 

Some  of  my  Brother  Journalifts  have  gone  farther, 
and  endeavour'd  to  pufh  Themfelves  into  Obfervation, 
by  appearing  at  firrt  on  fas.  popular  Side,  with  no  other 
View  than  being  bought  off,  and  Jetting  Themfelves  to 
Market.  I  could  mention  feveral  of  my  Cot empor arte st 
who  have  pra&ifed  this  Stratagem;  and.  Some^who  have 

fucceeded 
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fucceeded  in  it.  I  would  not  be  thought  to  mean  the 
original  Authors  of  the  London  and  Britijb  Journals ; 
for  I  have  been  told  that  the  Defection  of  the  former 
Paper  was  fuborn'd  without  their  Confent ;  and  it  is 
well  known  that  the  latter  unhappily  fell  into  the  Hands 
of  one  Roger  Manley,  Efq;  (a  near  Relation,  as  it  is 
{aid,  of  Mr.  Walfingbam)  from  whom  it  received  its 
Death-wound,  and  foon  afterwards  expired  in  a  lam- 
guifhing  and  moft  miferable  Manner. 

I  beg  Leave  to  make  an  Obfervation  or  two  on 
this  Practice  of  feducing  Writers  from  their  Duty,  or 
encouraging  Them  to  write  with  fuch  a  Profpecl. 

In  the  nrft  Place,  I  muft  fubmit  it  to  the  Judgment 
of  the  learned  World,  whether  fuch  Methods  do  not 
tend  to  undermine  the  Liberty  oftbePrefs,  which  may 
be  deftroy'd,  like  fome  other  Bulwarks  of  our  Conftitu- 
tion,  by  fecret  Corruption,  as  well  as  by  open  Violence ; 
and  as  the  great  Inftrument  of  Corruption  is  engrofs'd 
by  thofe  Gentlemen,  who  have  the  Difpofition  of  the 
Purfe,  We  rarely  fee  any  Converts  made  on  the  con- 
trary Side* 

^elides,  if  tbis  Pratlice  mould  continue  to  be  encou- 
raged, it  may  prove  in  Time  infupportably  burthen- 
fome  as  well  as  dangerous  to  the  Commonwealth  j  for 
every  Man,  whofe  Principles  of  Morality  lit  but  loofely 
about  Him,  will  be  eafily  tempted  by  fuch  Examples  to 
draw  his  Pen  againit  Tbofe,  who  have  the  Power  of  fi« 
lencing  Him  in  lb  agreeable  a  Manner ;  and  thus  We 
may  live  to  fee  a  ftanding  Army  of  Scribblers  kept  up 
m  conftant  Pay,  who  may  be  put  to  other  dirty  Work, 

upon  Occailon,  befides  Writing. But  I  ask  Pardon 

for  this  Digreffion,  and  will  now  return  to  my  Subject. 

The  Praclice  of  correfponding  with  Ourfelves,  and 
complimenting  Ourfelves  is  well  known  and  common 
to  all  political  Writers.  I  muft  be  fo  impartial  as  to 
own  that  I  have  been  often  guilty  of  this  Frailty  myfelf 
and  writ  ;everal  complaifant  Letters  to  Mr.  DrAnvers> 
when  I  found  other  Perfons  deficient  in  thofe  Acknow- 
ledgments, which  his  Labours  deferved  from  the  Pub- 
lick. 
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lick.  I  mention  This  as  a  Pioof  of  my  Ingenuity,  and 
to  put  the  find  Publick  in  Mind  of  their  Duty',  that  I 
may  not  be  obliged,  for  the  future,  to  act  fo  irkfome 
and  difagreeable  a  Part  as  That  of  commending,  or  jus- 
tifying Myfelf. 

But  there  is  another  Artifice,  in  the  Myilery  of  Au- 
thorfoip,  which  I  can  truly  fay  I  have  never  yet  pracli- 
kd,"  nor  had  Oecafion  to  practife ;  I  mean  That  ol 
anfwering  Myfelf  and  abuiing  Myfelf,  in  order  to  gain 
the  Notice  and  Attention  of  the  World.  I  am  fenli- 
ble  that  the  Writings  of  my  Adverfaries  have  given  the 
Publick  fome  Sufpicion  of  this*  Kind  ;  but  I  hope  the 
Manner,  in  which  they  are  propagated,  will  be  fuffici- 
ent  to  clear  Me  from  any  fuch  Imputation ;  and  I 
could  appeal  to  a  Gentleman,  of  great  DiPcinction,  who 
knows  to  his  Colt  that  I  am  perfectly  innocent  in  this 
Pvefpctf. 

I  mould  be  juflly  chargeable  with  acting  a  very  un- 
generous Part,  if  I  did  not  take  Notice,  in  this  Place, 
of  my  reverend  Adverfary,  the  learned  Orator  of  Clare- 
Market,  who  is  the  grcateil  Mailer  of  one  Craft  in 
writing  of  any  modern  Author  whatfoever,  and  hath 
practifed  it,  for  fome  Years  paft,  with  amazing  Suc- 
cefs.  I  mean  thofe  modeft  Recommendations  of  his 
Works,  which  appear  every  Week  in  the  News-Papers, 
to  beipeak  the  good  Opinion  of  the  Town,  and  antici- 
pate the  Applaufe  of  his  Readers.  This  is  what  ill- 
natured  Criticks  have  endeavour'd  to  fligmatize  by  the 
Name  of  Puffing ;  butMen  of  Candour  look  upon  them 
only  as  proper  Memorials  to  an  ignorant  and  cenforious 
Age,  which  is  apt  to  overlook  the  Labours  of  the  Lear- 
ned without  'fuch  timely  Hints  and  Notices  of  their 
Value.  As  for  Myfelf,  I  mould  have  often  loft  the  Sa- 
tisfaction of  reading  thofe  elegant  and  entertaining  Per- 
formances, intitled  the  Hyp-DocJor,  if  my  Curioiity  had 
not  been  previously  raifed  by  the  kind  Informations 
from  White's,  Tom's,  and  other  publick  Offices  of  Intel- 
ligence in  this  great  Metropolis. 

When 
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When  an  Author  hath  introduced  Himfelf  by  thefe, 
or  any  other  Arts,  into  the  Knowledge  and  Acquain- 
tance of  the  Publick,  Fie  muft  expecl  to  draw  down 
the  Envy  and  ID-will  of  his  Brethren.  I  fpeak  it  from 
Experience,  that  the  Bufinefs  of  a  popular  Writer  is  a 
very  obnoxious  and  dangerous  Station.  I  can  compare 
it  to  nothing  but  That  of  a  great  Statefman,  who  hath 
a  Multitude  of  Enemies,  Rivals  and  Competitors.  Am-" 
bition,  Disappointment  and  Revenge  work  as  ftrongly 
againfl  Us,  as  againfl  the  practical  Politician.  Like\ 
Him  too  We  run  great  Perils,  and  are  often  put  to  a 
violent  Death.  The  onry  Difference  is,  that  We  com- 
monly die  lamented,  and  are  follow'd  .to  the  Grave 
with  the  Bleffings  of  the  People. 

For  my  own  Part,  I  cannot  tell  how  long  I  fhall  be 
able  to  hold  out.  It  muft  be  fuppofed  that  my  natural 
Conjlitution  is  fomewhat  iropair'd  by  old  Age  ;  but  I 
thank  Heaven  my  political  Health  is  as  vigorous  as  ever,, 
and  I  hope  will  lalt  many  Years  longer,  unlefs  it  mould 
receive  fome  accidental  Shock,  which  no  Man  can  fore- 
iee,  or  prevent. 

But  I  muft  beg  Leave  to  complain  of  fome  Arts, 
made  ufe  of  by  my  Adverfaries,  which  I  think  very  un- 
generous, and  what  may  be  properly  calPd  foul  Play. 

Whenever  They  think  fit  to  extol  the  Lenity  of  their 
Patron,  They  write  in  an  high  Strain  of  Liberty,  and 
provoke  us  to  anfwer  Them  in  the  fame  Manner  ;  but 
as  foon  as  a  Profecution  is  commenced  againfl:  us,  for 
taking  the  Freedom,  which  They  encourage  us  to  take, 
They  defert  the  Subjedt  at  once,  and  leave  us  to  the 
fiecular  Arm. 

They  have  likewife  pra&ifed  another  Trick,  which 
I  have  mention'd  before,  of  miffing  their  Papers,  and 
taking  feparate  Parts  in  the  Controverfy.  Thus  the 
Free-Briton,  for  Inftance,  condemns  all  Profecutions  by 
Information,  grounded  on  the  common  Law,  which  He 
puts  on  the  fame  Foot  with  Profecutions  in  the  Star* 
Chamber ;  and  the  Author  of  the  London  Journal  de- 
livers 
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livers  it  as  his  Opinion  that  the  Jury  ought  to  be 
Judges  of  the  Law ,  as  well  as  the  Fa  ft ;  That  is  to  fay, 
in  his  own  Words,  They  are  Judges  of  the  Nature  of 
the  Thing  publifb'd,  and  whether  it  be  a  Libel,  or  not. 
At  the  fame  Time,  another  Writer,  who  appears  in  the 
•Daily  Courant^  under  the  fame  Patronage  and  Encou- 
ragement, inveighs  again II  us  in  the  moll  virulent  Style, 
for  afTerting  the  fame  Doctrine,  which  He  calls  an  Infult 
upon  the  Magifiraxy  and  the  Law. 

Though  I  have  thought  fit  to  decline  the  Profecution 

of  this  important  Subjeft,  at  prefent,  for  ibme  prudential 

Reafons,  which  I  need  not   explain,   my  Readers  may 

.  he  affured  that  I  am  prepared  with  ample  Materials  to 

rniifh  that  Enquiry  at  a  proper  Opportunity. 

After  what  I  have  faid,  I  have  no  Occafion  to  own 
that  the  Tricks  and  Subtleties  of  my  Adverfaries  have 
prevail'd,  in  feme  Meafure,  againft  Me.  They  may 
now  defy  Me  to  enter  upon  feveral  Subjects,  of  the 
greater!  Importance,  without  any  Danger  of  Contra- 
diction. My  only  Reply,  upon  all  fuch  Point?,  is 
very  ready  and  fhort.  — —  /  am  firuck  dumb.  I  am 
xonfuted  by  Law.  D, 
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Principle  of  Nature,  and  allow'd  to  be 
the  moft  juftifiable,  yet  the  Practice  of 
it  is  generally  ungrateful  to  one's. felf,  as 
well  as  obnoxious  to  the  Cenfure  of 
others.  We  are  all  apt  to  be  guilty  of 
fbme  Partiality,  where  our  own  Interefi  is  immediately 
concern'd,    and  are  always  fufpected  of  it,  whatever 

Precautions 
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Precautions  or  Refolutions  We  may  take  to  avoid  the 
Guilt,  or  prevent  the  Suspicion  of  it.  Men  of  think- 
ing and  generous  Minds,  being  fenfible  of  this  human 
Frailty,  and  the  general  Prejudice  of  tueWoild  againft 
what  a  Writer  advances  in  his  own  J  unification,  often 
fay  lefs  than  They  really  ought,  and  much  lefs  than 
They  would  have  laid  in  Behalf  of  another.  Nay,  even 
Reafon  itfelf  lofes  fome  of  its  Weight  by  becoming 
perfonal ,  and  the  fame  Arguments,  which  gain 
Strength,  in  one  Cafe,  by  the  Appearance  of  Generality 
and  Friendmip,  are  weaken'd,  in  the  other,  by  carry- 
ing an  Air  of  Selnmners  and  private  Intereft. 

This  is  the  Reafon,  which  induced  Me,  in  my  laft 
Paper,  only  juft  to  touch  upon  fome  of  the  ungenerous 
Arts,  made  Ufe  of  by  my  Adverfaries,  and  to  decline 
any  particular  Defence  of  Myfelf,  with  Regard  to  a 
late  'trial,  in  which  I  may  be  thought  too  much  con- 
cern'd  to  fpeak  with  Candour  and  Impartiality.  I  was 
appreheniive,  belides,  that  it  might  not  be  altogether 
fafe  to  deliver  my  Sentiments  upon  a  Subject,  which 
is  already  determined  in  a  legal  Method.  I  contented 
Myfelf  therefore  with  fome  general  Obfervations  on  the 
Conduct  of  my  Adverfaries  m.  this  Affair,  without  any 
fuch  Infiiiuations  againil:  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Jury, 
as  They  threw  out,  upon  a  former  Occafion,  when 
Mr.  Francklin  ,wras  acquitted.  The  Sheriffs,  in  that 
Cafe,.  wTere  accusM  of  P 'aching;  the  'Jury  of  Corruption 
and  Per  jury ;  and  We  our  (elves  of Subornation.  I  make 
no  Doubt  that  if  We  had  been  fo-  happy,  in  the  prefent 
,  Cafe,  as  to  have  had  a  Verdict  in  our  Favour,  thefe 
very  Gentlemen  wTould  have  received  the  like  Treatment, 
and  been  branded,  in  the  fame  courtly  Style,  as  a  *  Set 
of  infamous  Fellows,  zvho  cleared  D'Anvers  of  the  Guilt 
of 'his  Libel,  and  very  "wifely  and  honeftly  took  it  to 
*Ihemfelves.  But  thefe  are  Privileges,  which  pecu- 
liarly'belong  to  ike  Writers  on  the  other  Side-,    who 

*  See  the  Craftfman,  Vol.  5.  p.  239. 

feem 
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feem  authorized  to  afperfe  whom  They  pleafe,  in  the 
groffeif.  Manner,  with  Impunity.  Our  Duty  is  Sub- 
million,  Resignation  and  Silence.  We  muft  not  com- 
plain of  any  Hardship,  whatever  Reafon  of  Complaint 
our  own  private  Opinion  may  fuggeft  to  us.  We  are 
not  allow'd  to  remonftrate  againft  the  Decision  of  the 
Law,  or  to  cad  any  Reflections  on  that  Verditt,  which 
hath  been  pronounced  againft  us. 

But  fmce  the  minifterial  Writers  have  thought  fit  to  . 
purfue  this  Subject,  and  not  content  with  the  Victory 
They  have  gain'd  in  *  TVeftminfier-Hall,  endeavour  to 
foreltal  the  Judgment  of  the  Court  by  continual  Com- 
ments on  the  Malignity  and  miichievous  Effects  of  our 
Writings ;  I  hope  I  may  be  indulged  So  far  as  to  make 
a  few  Remarks  on  them. 

I  have  often  obferved  that  it  is  almoft  impomble  for 
any  Man,  in  the  Profecution  of  fuch  an  Undertaking, 
to  keep  Himfelf  lb  Strictly  upon  his  Guard  as  not  to  let 
fall  fome  Expreffions,  which  may  be  thought  to  exceed 
the  jufl  Bounds  of  Liberty.  I  never  pretended,  nor 
will  I  ever  pretend,  to  purge  My  Self  intirely  from  fucti 
a  Charge;  and,  perhaps,  I  might  defy  the  greatefl 
Lawyer  in  England  to  publifh  a  weekly  Paper,  upon 
Matters  of  State,  without  being  guilty  of  fome  Slips  of 
this  Kind,  in  the  Hurry  of  writing,  or  the  Warmth  of 
Opposition.  But  if  his  Undertaking,  in  general,  ap- 
pears to  be  calculated  for  the  Service  of  his  Country, 
and  hath  evidently  produced  fome  good  Effects,  I  think 
a  reasonable  Allowance  ought  to  be  made  for  the  com- 
mon Frailties  of  human  Nature.  This  is  all  I  defire  in 
my  own  Cafe.  As  I  am  confeious  of  the  good  Deiign 
of  tbefe  Papers,  and  may  be  allow'd  to  fay,  without 
Vanity,  that  they  have  been  of  Some  U'e  to  the  Caufe 
of  Liberty ;  lb  I  hope  that  a  few  Errors,  or  warm  Ex- 
pressions,   will  not  be  thought  iliificient  to  take  away 

*  For  printing  the  Hague   Letter,    Jan.  z, 
1730-1. 
Vol.  VIII.  Z  the 
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the  Merit  of  the  whole  Work,  or  to  prevent  the  Profe- 
cution  of  it  for *the  future. — Let  it  be  confider'd  by 
every  thinking  and  impartial  Man,  how  far  Liberty 
itfelf  may  be  affecled  by  fome  Doilrines,  lately  advanced, 
if  they  fhould  be  encouraged  and  put  in  Practice.  For 
my  Part,  I  am  ready  to  fubmit  to  my  Fate,  whatever 
it  may  be,  and  do  not  apprehend  that  I  fhall  be  in  a 
worfe  Condition  than  the  reft  of  my  Fellow-Subje&s, 
even  Thofe,  who  have  taken  the  moft  Pains  to  diftinguifh 
Themfelves  againft  Me  by  recommending  thefe  very 
JOoclrines. 

But  it  is  very  furprizing  that  thefe  Writers  fhould 
think  it  either  prudent,  or  neceflary,  to  enter  into  a 
formal  Juftirlcation  ok  fome  late  Proceedings,  which  We 
have  never  been  bold  enough  to  cenfure,  or  arraign. 
Can  They  be  vain  enough  to  believe  that  their  venal 
Tens  will  give  any  Credit  to  thofe  Proceedings,  or  that 
We  are  yet  precluded,  by  any  Rules  of  Decency  or 
Duty,  from  expofmg  their  mean  Sophiftries  and  vile 
Milreprefen  tat  ions  ?  Surely,  mch  a  Defence  of  MyfeJf, 
againft  the  moft  ungenerous  Calumny  and  Falsification, 
cannot  be  thought  inconfiftent  with  the  ftricteft  Regard 
to  the  Courle  of  Law,  or  the  Deference,  which  is  due 
to  Men  in  Authority.  I  fhall  therefore  take  the  Freedom 
of  examining  thole  extrajudicial '  Cenfures,  which  have 
been  lately  pafs'd  upon  my  Writings. 

I  need  not  trouble  the  Reader  with  any  Remarks  on 
that  incoherent  Jargon  of  Senfe  and  Nonfenfe,  of  Truth 
and  Falfhood,  of  Reafoning  and  Stupidity,  which  ap- 
peared this  Day  Fortnight  in  the  London  Journal.  The 
Abfurdities  of  that  Paper  are  already  fufheiently  expofed 
hy  Mr.  Fog,  who  hath  an  happy  Talent  at  letting  the 
Blunders  of  fuch  Writers  in  a  ftrong  and  ridiculous 
Light.  The  pert  Follies  of  little  'Squire  Walfingham 
have  lately  furnim'd  the  Town  with  feveral  entertain- 
ing Pieces  of  that  Kind,  and  I  think  the  folemn  Dul- 
nels  of  Mr.  Osborne  worthy  of  the  fame  humorous  and 

diverting  Pen. 

But 
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But  We  are  obliged  to  the  Daily  C  our  ant,  of 'Saturday 
hft,  for  fome  Thoughts  concerning  the  Liberty  ofthePrefs, 
<  which  deferve  a  little  Notice. 

The  Author  tells  us,  that  as  the  Event  of  a'fote  Trial 
hath  been  frequently  represented,  both  in  Print  and  Con- 
perflation,  as  a  violent  Shock  to  this  Bulwark  of  our  Li- 
berties, He  cannot  avoid  offering  fome  cool  Reflections 
upon  it  to  the  Publicity  fome  ferious  Confederations,  drawn 
from  Reafon  and  the  Nature  of  Things,  unbyafd  by  I/i- 
tereft,  Party,  or  Pajfion. 

For  my  Part,  I  know  of  no  Writers,  who  have  taken 
the  Liberty  to  reprefent  this  Affair  in  fuch  a  Light,  in 
Print.  I  am  fure,  at  leaf!,,  He  cannot  charge  it  upon 
Myfelf.  Nor  can  I  tell  in  what  Manner  it  hath  been 
treated  in  Converfathn.  My  own  is  very  confined ;  and 
I  have  not  yet  had  any  Opportunity  of  learning  the 

general  Difcourfe  of  the  Town. But  let  us  examine 

his  cool  Reflections  and  ferious  Confi 'derations. 

It  is  obfervable  that  notwithftanding  all  his  ProfeA 
fions  of  Impartiality  and  Difintereflednefs,  He  feems 
apprehend ve  that  He  Ihall  draw  upon  Himfelf  the 
Imputation  of  a  Mercenary  and  an  Hireling,  by  ap- 
pearing in  that  Paper.   ■    ■  -Why  fo  ? Is  it  becaufe 

Mercenaries  and  Hirelings  are  known  to  appear  in  it  ?  — • 
I  am  fure,  That  is  no  Compliment  to  the  Paper,  or 
the  Writers  in  it.  But  He  undertakes  to  turn  this 
Objeclion,  whenever  it  is  ?nade,  into  a  Confejfion  of  his 
Difintereflednefs    and  Impartiality. — How  ?  Why 

by  dij claiming,  in  the  mofl  folemn  Manner,  zvhat  other 
hireling  Writers  have  fo  often  and  fo  impudently  con- 
tended  for,  in  the  Caufe  of  the  Press  ;  an  Exemption 
from  the  Power  of  law,  and  the  Rules  g/'Juftice- 
He  mould  have  laid  that  legal  and  equitable  Exemption, 
to  which  We  are  intitled  by  the  prefent  happy  Efta- 
blijh?nent  and  Conflitution  of  'this  Kingdom  ;  for  I  know 
no  other  Exemption,  that  was  ever  contended  for  by 
any  Writer  of  common  Senfe.     This  Argument  there- 

Z  2  fore 


2^6         The  Craftsman.     N°  i$6. 

fore  is  as  much  to  the  Purpofe,  as  if  a  Perfon,  in  an 
higher  Station,  mould  endeavour  to  purge  Himfelf  from 
the  Imputation  of  voting  for  a  Penfion,  by  fhewing 
his  Readme  is  to  give  zip  the  Rights  and  Liberties  ofhis^ 
Country. 

What  He  fays  concerning  the  Abufes  of  the  Prefs  and 
the  Inco-veniencies,  which  ibmetimes  attend  it,  hath  been 
fufficiently  confider'd  informer  Papers.  The  true  Point 
in  Debate  is,  whether  fame  Methods  of  interpreting  and 
Forms  of  proceeding  againfk  political  Writings,  which 
have  been  lately  recommended,  do  not  tend  to  an  in- 
direct Refiraint  upon  the  Prefs ;  or  whether  it  is  poffibfe 
for  any  Man  to  examine  Matters  of  State,  or  at  leaft  to 
cenfure  the  Conduel  of  Minifers,  with  the  leafl  Af- 
furance  of  Impunity,  if  thofe  Doclrines  mould  be  efla- 
blihYd. 

It  hath  been  objected,  fays  He,  that  Printing  is  a 
'Trade,  to  which  People  are  regularly  and  lawfully  bred, 
and  it  is  an  unjuji  Pratlice  to  punijh  a  Man  for  the 
Exercife  of  his  Trade. — Such  an  Objection  hath,  in- 
deed, been  made,  and  I  think  it  an  important  Objec- 
tion, notwithstanding  his  poor  Sneer.  Nay,  it  hath 
been  thought  fo  by  the  Writers  on  his  own  Side,  as  well 
as  by  Us ;  particularly,  by  his  learned  Friend,  Mr.  Of- 
borne,  who  tells  us,  in  his  notable  Difcourfe  of  the  4th 
Inftant,  that  meer  Publifhing  is  no  more  a  Crime  than 
running,  or  walking,  eating,  or  drinking  ;  and  therefore 
Juries  ought  to  be  Judges  of  the  Law,    as  well  as  the 

Fact His  Anfwer  to  This  is,  that  Pharmacy  is  a 

lawful  Art ;  and  yet  He  believes  few  People  will  deny 
that  an  Apothecary  Jhould  be  puniflfd  for  adminiftring 
Poifons,  though  the  compounding  of  them  may,  'in  foi?ie 
Cafes;  be  Part  of  his  Bufnefs.  —  No  doubt  of  it,  if  it 
lhould  appear  that  He  did  it  with  an  Intent  of  poifon- 
ing ;  but  not  if  He  mould  ignorantly,  or  inadvertently, 
mix  up  a  little  too  much  of  one  Ingredient,  without 
any  wicked,  or  malicious  Defign. 

We- 
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We  now  come  to  the  main  Argument,  which  con- 
tains,  as  He  is  pleafed  to  exprefs  it,  the  whole  Force  of 
thefe  Libertines  Reafoning ;  viz.  that  fuch  Writings  have 
been  of  great  Uie  to  the  Publick  in  former  Times,  tho* 
the  Miniflers  call'd  them  fcandalous  and  feditious ;  and 
if  thefe  Doftrines  of  Projection  mould  prevail,  to  the 
Terror,  or  Deftruftion  of  Writers,  the  Liberties  of  our 
Country  may  be  loft,    in  Times  to  come,  for  want  of 

fuch  Guardians  and  Advocates. To  which   this 

impartial  Gentleman  replies,  that  let  the  fame  bad 
Meafures  prevail  again,  which  prevailed  in  former 
Times,  and  He'll  engage  the  fame  good  Spirit  will  arife, 
whatever  Reftraints^z//  be  laid  on  the  Prefs,  and  what  ■ 
ever  cruel  Punifhments  fuch  Writings  may  draw  on  the 

Authors,  or  Publifhers  of  them. He  thinks  This  a 

fufricient  Anfwer ;  and,  no  doubt,  it  will  adminifter 
great  Confolation  to  the  Advocates  of  Liberty,  that  They 
muft  always  fland  in  the  Breach,  and  facrifice  Them- 
feJves  to  the  Good  of  their  Country.  It  is  juft  fuch  a 
Kind  of  Comfort  as  a  certain  Nobleman  gave  to  a 
poor  Fellow,  who  was  condemn'd  to  be  hang'd,  for 
feme  Offence  againfi:  the  Court ;  Never  mind  it,  faid 
He,  it  is  all  for  the  better,  and  will  ferve  to  blacker 
the  Party. — But  I  fhrewdly  fufpecl  that  We  mould 
not  have  the  Honour  of  this  candid  Gentlemaih  Com- 
pany upon  fuch  an  Occasion. 

He  hath  advanced  one  Argument  in  Defence  of 
Profecutions,  which  is  really  extraordinary  from  fuch  a 
Writer.  —  I  apprehend,  fays  He,  that  a  wo? fe  Danger 
might  enfue,  if  Libellers  zvere  indulged  in  their  Demand 
of  an  abfolute  Impunity.  Spreta  exolefcunt  is  a 
Maxim,  that  Writers  ought  to  be  alarm?  d  at.  If  it  were 
thoroughly  praelifed,  the  Number  ^Authors  and  Pam- 
phlets would  foon  do  their  ozvn  Bujinefs  ;  for  They  would 
find  no  Readers.  A  Proiecution,  now  and  then,  is  like 
throwing,  a  little  Water  on  a  great  fire,  fuppreffes  its 
Rage  at  prefent,  but  makes  the  fuel  lafl  the  longer  — 
What  an  excellent  Advocate   is  This  for  Courts  and 

Z  3  Miniflers* 
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Minifters  ?  He  does  not  define,  it  feems,  to  fupprefs 
Libels,  but  to  encourage  and  perpetuate  them.  He  is 
afraid  they  would  die  away  of  themfelves,  \i  neglecled, 
and  therefore  is  fo  good -as  to  call  in  the  Aid  of  the 
facular  Arm  to  keep  them  alive.  This  Argument  hath 
been  often  made  Ufe  of  by  the  'Friends  of  Liberty,  to 
fhew  the  Folly  of  endeavouring  to  fupprefs  it  by  Pozuer 
and  Violence ;  but  I  believe  it  was  never  urged  before 
on  the  other  Side ;  efpecially  by  a  Writer,  who  pro- 
mised us  fuch  cool  Refieclions  and  ferious  Confederations. 

Upon  the  whole,  fays  He,  /  am  for  leaving  the  Matter 
to  the  Senfe  of  the  Nation.  1  think  Writers,  as  well  as 
other  Subjects,  ought  to  be  trfd  by  their  Country ;  and  I 
/hall  always  look  for  the  Senfe  of  the  People  in  the  im- 
partial Verdicl  of  an  honeit  Jury  ;  which  Impartiality  I 
jhall  always  be  fur  e  to  find,  while  the  Law,  relating  U 
Juries,  Jlands  as  it  is  amended  by  the  late  Ad:. 

I  am  glad  to  find  that  the  Senfe  of  the  People  is  at 
laft  thought  to  be  of  fome  Weight ;  and  I  am  as  wil- 
ling as  this  Writer  to  look  for  it  in  the  impartial  Verditt 
cf  an  honejl  Jury.  But  what  hath  the  late  Act,  for 
regulating  Juries,  to  do  in  this  Place  ?  If  He  mentions 
it  as  any  Advantage  to  Us,  in  the  Trial  of  Mr.  Franck- 
lin,  which  gave  Occafion  to  thefe  Thoughts,  as  He 
tells  us  Himielf,  it  is  a  mofl  egregious  Fallacy  and 
Prevarication ;  for  Mr.  Francklin  was  try'd  by  a  Spe- 
cial Jury,  which  is  not  named  by  the  Sheriff,  nor 
drawn  by  Lot,  or  Ballot,  but  ftruck  by  the  Mafter  of 
the  Crozvn  Office,  and  by  virtue  of  a  Rule  of  Court, 
upon  the  Motion  of  the  Attorney-General. 

I  mention  This  only  as  a  Matter  of  Facl,  and  with 
no  other  Deiign  than  to  undeceive  thofe  People,  who 
may  be  led  to  fuppofe,  by  this  Way  of  Writing,  that 
Mr.  Francklin  had  the  Benefit  of  the  Lot,  or  Ballot ; 
which  hath  been  always  efleem'd  the  great  Security 
and  Advantage,  obtain'd  by  the  Jury  Act. 

D. 

Saturday, 
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AVI  N  G  mentioned  the  Jury  Act  in 

my  laft  Paper,  and  obferved  that  the 
Ballot  was  the  great  Advantage  fup- 
pofed  to  be  obtained  by  that  Lazv,  I  ihall 
confirm  what  I  there  faid  in  the  Words 
of  that  courtly  Writer,  the  Free-Briton, 

who  commented  upon  it  in  the  following  remarkable 

Strain,   foon  after  it  was  part. 


OF  all  the  Prerogatives,  worthy  of  an  Englijh- 
man's  Care,  and  efTential  to  our  national  Se- 
curity, that  Method  of  Trial,  fo  facred  to  the  Britijb 
Conftitution,  is  the  firfl  and  greateii  Blefiing.  Trials 
per  Pais,  or  by  the  Country,  are  one  of  our  immemo- 
rial Immunities.  There  are  none  more  blended 
with  the  very  Being  of  our  Conftitution  ;  for  from 
the  earlieft  Accounts  of  Time,  the  moft  antient 
Annals  ofourlfhnd,  This  hath  been  our  con  ftant, 
invariable  Method  in  the  judicial  Decifions  of  the 
Kingdom.  No  Man  could  lofe  his  Fame,  his  Life, 
or  Liberty,  no  Man  could  fuffer  any  Punifhmenf, 
corporal  or  pecuniary,  but  by  the  Judgment  of  his 
Country,  the  Verdict,  of  his  Peers,  or  his  Equals  ; 
Men  return'd  from  the  Vicinage,  the  Neighbour- 
hood, where  the  Fact  contefted  fhould  be  laid; 
and  therefore  Men,  who,  being  in  his  own  Con- 
dition of  Life,  as  well  as  relident  on  the  Spot,  muft 
certainly  judge,  as  They  would  be  judged  Them- 
felves,  muft  allow  Him  all  the  Candour  and  Equity 
his  Cafe  could  poftibly  admit. 

"  Such 
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"  Such  hath  been  the  high  Senfe  We  have  eon- 
te  tinually  entertain'd  of  this  moft  antient  Inftitution  ; 
"  fuch  hath  been  our  zealous  Affedlion  for  this  una- 
t(  lienable  Efiablifhment,  that,  through  a  Courfe  of 
"  many  Ages,  it  hath  ever  been  preferved,  and  never 
"  once  abolilh'd.  However  other  Liberties  have  funk, 
"  or  been  mfpended,  This  hath  been  refcued  from  the 
"  moll  rapacious  Tyranny,  nor  ever  at  any  Time  in- 
"  vaded,  but  the  whole  Constitution  was  {track 
* l  at  in  this  fingle  Inftance  of  Freedom. 

"  So  great  and  wonderful  hath  been  the  Advantage 
"  We  perpetually  reaped  from  thefe  Trials,  that  whilft 
"  they  were  fufTer'd  to  be  free,  no  Man  amongfl  us 
"  was  unlafe,  let  Him  be  ever  {o  obnoxious  to  Courts, 
"  let  Him  be  ever  {o  brave  for  the  Interefl  of  his  Coun- 
((  try.  The  moll  arbitrary  Governors,  that  have  ad- 
"  minifter'd  Power  in  this  Kingdom,  have  found  them 
"  the  greateft  Obftru&ion  to  their  wicked  Defigns, 
•*  and  a  conllant  Deliverance  to  Innocence  under  Op- 
"  pre/lion.  Hence  various  Attempts  upon  Juries,  to 
<(  pack,  to  bribe,  to  awe  them,  or  to  make  them 
"  ufelefs.  Sheriffs  have  been  employ'd  to  return 
'*  fit  Tools  and  Inftruments.  Judges  have  been  in- 
"  ftru&ed  to  browbeat  and  intimidate  the  honeft  and 
"  uncorrupt ;  whilft,  at  other  Times,  by  Magick  and 
"  Legerdemain,  They  have  juggled  Them  out  of  their 
"  Verditts. 

"  There  never  was  a  better  Sign  of  an  happy  Peo- 
"  pie,  never  a  more  certain  Proof  of  an  upright  Ad- 
V  minifi  ration  than  the  late  Attempt  to  preferve  our 
*'  Juries  from  every  ill  Influence.  I  mean  the  im- 
"  mortal  Lata  for  their  better  Regulation  ;  an  Acl,  that 
•'*  might' have  added  Glory  to  the  beft  Legiilators  of 
"  Antiquity,  and  cannot  yeild  to  the  wifeft  of  their 
*'  Inftitutions  for  its  Equity  and  excellent  Worth.  It 
"■  hath  fully  provided,  that  none  but  Men  of  fit 
**  Qualifications  fhall  be  return'd  on  the  Pannels.  It 
**  hath  directed,    that    thefe   Returns    mall  be    made 

"  publick 
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('  publick  at  proper  Places  before  the  Time  of  Trial, 
*  to  the  End  that  any  one  may  make  Exceptions  to 
.*  them.  It  hath  provided  alio,  that  all  the  Free- 
*'  holders  and  qualified  Perfons  mall  ferve  on  Juries 
"  in  their  natural  Turns;  and  farther,  that  when  They 
"  are  return' d  on  the  Pannel,  Thofe,  who  are  fworn  to 
V  try  the  Caufe,  fhall  be  inch  as  are  drawn  by  Lot 
**  from  the  Body  of  the  County,  infomuch  that  as  none 
"  can  know  who  the  Jurors  will  be,  none  can  pretend 
"  to  practice  on  a  Jury. 

"  This  Law  is  a  more  national  Act  than  even  the 
*<  Habeas  Corpus  Acl.  The  latter,  tho'  a  moft  inefti- 
(i  mable  Advantage  to  the  Kingdon,  can  only  obtain 
«*  an  Enlargement  upon  Ball  for  Perfons  fufpected  of 
«'  particular  Crimes.  But  This  is  the  great  Security  of 
"  our  Properties,  our  Liberties,  our  Reputation  and  our 
"  Lives.  This  preferves  the  Judges,  who  determine 
"  us  all,  free  from  Corruption  and  bad  Management. 
"  So  long  as  this  Law  continues,  Juries  can  never 
"  be  pack'd  by  an  Under-sheriff,  to  ferve  the  Defigns 
"  of  Courts,  or  in  View  to  thofe  immenfe  Forfeitures, 
"  which  fome times  accrue  on  Convictions  by  Grants 
"  to  Corporations.  This  evinces  that  We  live  under 
"  fuch  a  Prince  and  fuch  an  Adminift ration,  as  have  no 
"  View  to  opprefs,  or  to  injure  us,  nor  the  leaft  In- 
"  ten tion  to praclice  on  Juries,  fince  They  have  here- 
?'  by  put  it  out  of  their  Power.  To  their  Honour 
"  beitfpoken,  this  Act  was  moil  properly  a  Court- 
<{  Law,  promoted  by  their  warmeft  Friends,  and 
"  drawn  by  a  Gentleman,  remarkably  known  for  his 
"  zealous  Attachment  to  the  prefent  Government, 
"  nor  leis  dirVmguihVd,  in  this  illuftrious  Acl,  by  this 
"  great  Benevolence  to  his  Country.  Such  a  Concef- 
"  iion  to  the  People  as  This  is  the  moft  mining  Cha- 
"  racteriilick  of  a  virtuous  Government ;  and  I  could 
*(  name  fome  Princes,  who  would  fooner  have  dif- 
"  folved  the  Parliament,  than  have  given  fuch  a  Bill 
"  the  Royal  AffenD, 

I 
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I  concurr'd  with  Mr.  Walfingham  in  his  general 
Panegyrick  on  this  Acl,  when  it  iirfl  appear'd  in  his 
Paper,  though  I  could  not  intirely  agree  with  Him 
in  ityling  it  a  f  Court  Law  ;  but,  perhaps,  He  might 
call  it  by  that  Name,  with  a  View  to  the  Claufe, 
concerning  special  Juries,  which. I  muft  own  I 
was  not  aware  of  at  that  Time ;  I  mean,  I  did  not 
apprehend  that  it  was  defign'd  to  extend  to  cri?ninal 
Profecutions,  where  the  Crown  is  immediately  con- 
cern'd  ;  That  is,  not  in  Form  only,  as  in  many  Cafo, 
but  in  Reality. 

It  is  not  my  Buiinefs  to  enquire  by  whom,  or  for 
what  Reafon,  this  Claufe  was  inferted  in  (o  general  a 
Manner.  I  am  willing  to  hope  that  it  was  done  with- 
out any  bad  Defign,  or  View  to  any  particular  Kind 
ofProfecution  ;  for  I  mould  be  forry  to  believe  that  any 
Gentleman  would  fuffer  Himfelf  to  be  transported  with 
fuch  an  officious  Excefs  of  Zeal  for  Courts,  or  Mini- 
fiers,  in  whatever  Station  He  may  be,  as  to  forget  the 
Duty,  which  He  owes  to  his  Country  j  but  as  We  have 
feen  many  Inftances  of  This,  in  former  Times,  it  ought 
to  put  every  boneft  Gentleman  on  his  Guard,  how  He 
gives  his  Confent  to  any  Bill,  in  which  the  Law  and 
Conftitution  are  concern'd,  without  the  ftricteft  Exami- 
nation. 

But  without  making  any  nice  Enquiries  into  this 
Matter,  let  us  confider  Mr.  Walfingham 's  panegyrical 
Realbning  a  little  farther.  Now,   all  his   pompous 

Encomiums  on  this  AB  are  evidently  founded  on  the 
following  Provifions  of  it  ;  that  none  but  Men  of  fit 
Qualifications  jball  be  returned  on  the  Pannel ;  that  thefe 
Returns  Jhall  be  made  publick  at  proper  Places  before- 

the 


f  See    the  Craftfman,  vol.  6.  p.  217.    where  the 
Reader    will  hkewife   find   the   fame    Author' s    Re- 
flexions on  Trials  at  the  King's  Bench,  by  Way  ^In- 
formation. ,   ' 
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the  Time  of  Tryal,  to  the  End  that  any  one  may  make 
Exceptions  to  the?n ;.  that  all  the  Freeholders  and  qua- 
lified Perfons  jhall  ferve  on  Juries  in  their  natural 
turns  ;  and  farther,  that  Thofe,  who  are  fworn  to  try 
the  Caufe,  Jhall  be  fuch  as  are  drawn  by  Lot  from  the 
Body  of  the  County;  infomuch,  that  as  none  can  know  who 
the  Jurors  will  be,  none  can  pretend  to  praclife  on  a 
Jury.—  This,  fays  He,  preferves  the  Judges,  who  de- 
termine us  all,  from  Corruption  and  bad  Management. 
So  long  as  this  Law  continues,  Juries  can  never  be  packed 
by  an  under  Sheriff,  to  ferve  the  Defigns  of  Courts. 
This  evinces  that  We  live  under  fuch  a  Prince  and  fuch 
an  Adminiftration,  as  have  no  View  to  opprefs,  or  to 
injure  us,  nor  the  leaft  Intention  to  praclife  upon 
Juries,  frnce  They  have  hereby  put  it  out  of  their 
Power. 

But  all  this  fine  Panegyrick  on  the  Miniftry,  as  well 
as  the  Acl,  will  vanifh  into  Smoke,  if  the  Method  of 
trying  criminal  Caufes,  by  fpecial  furies,  fhould  be, 
continued  and  grow  into  common  Practice ;  for  all  thefe 
Provifions,  or  at  leaft  the  principal  of  them,  will  have 
no  Erfecl:,  in  that  Cafe.  The  Returns  of  thefe  Juries 
are  not  made  publick  at  proper  Places,  before  the  Time 
of  Tryal.  They  are  not  obliged  to  ferve  in  their  natu- 
ral Turns,  or  by  Way  of  Rotation;  nor  are  They 
drawn  by  Lot  from  the  Body  of  the  County ;  fo  that 
They  are  no  more  Exempt  from  Corruption,  or  Infiu- 
ence,  than  if  this  Bill  had  never  pafs'd.  The  Court 
hath  not  put  it  out  of  their  Pozver,  in  this  Cafe,  to 
pratlice  upon  ]u  r  i  e  s . 

If  therefore  the  Ballot,  propofed  by  this  Acl,  is  of. 
focli  vaft  Importance  to  the  People  of  Engla?id,  as 
Mr.  Walfingham  affirms ;  if  the  Law  itfelf  deferves 
to  be  efteem'd,  upon  that  Account,  a  ?nore  national 
Acl  than  even  the  Habeas  Corpus  Acl:  ;  if  it  is  .the 
great  Security  of  our  Properties,  our  Liberties,  cur  Re- 
putation and  our  Lives  ;  We  ought  to  wifh  that  the 
Claufe,  concerning  fecial  Juries,  had  never  been  ex- 
tended 
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tended  to  Crown  Profecutions,  in  criminal "Matters  ;  for 
in  civil  Cafes,  where  great  Points  of  Property  are 
concern'd,  it  feems  reafonable  that  the  Jury  Should  con- 
fift  of  the  moil,  considerable  Gentlemen  in  the  County, 
for  Fortune,  Integrity  and  Underftanding. 

Nobody  can  charge  Me  with  any  Delign  of  ?S- 
perfing  the  "Judges  in  this  Paper,  as  I  have  been  un- 
juitly  acculed  in  fome  others ;  for  it  is  not  in  their 
Power  to  refufe  zfpecial  Jury  ;  They  being  required, 
by  this  Claufe,  to  order  one  to  be  {track  by  the  pro- 
per Officer,  upon  a  Motion  made  for  that  Purpore  by 
the  P'Unntiff,  or  Defendant ;  io  that  either  Party  hath 
it  in  his  Power  to  defeat  the  general  Tenour  of  the 
Acl,  if  He  thinks  fit,  without  Remedy  ;  and  thus  it 
may  poffibly  happen  that  a  Caufe  mall  not  be  try'd 
by  a  Jury,   drawn  by  Lot,    for  a  Year  together. 

Neither  would  I  be  thought  to  intend  the  leaf}, 
Reflection  on  the  Gentlemen,  who  Served  upon 
Mr.  Prancklhis  Trial.  My  only  Delign  is  to  explain 
the  Nature  of  this  Claufe,  and  to  make  fome  general 
Obfervations  upon  it,  in  View  to  the  Free  Briton  now 
before  Me. 

I  Should  therefore  be  glad  to  know  whether  the 
Delign  and  Confequences  of  this  Claufe,  in  criminal 
Cafes,  efcaped  Mr.  JValffigham's  Penetration,  as  well 
as  mine  ;  or  whether  He  does  not  think  that  the  fre- 
quent Uie  of  it,  in  .  .thefe  Cafes,  may  tend  to 
weaken,  in  fome  Meafure,  the  general  Intention  of  the 
Acl. —  If  I  Should  be  lb  happy  as  to  have  his  Concur- 
rence of  Sentiments  upon  this  Point,  (which  I  appre- 
hend He  cannot  refufe,  without  great  Inconilftency)  I 
Shall  live  in  Pi  opes  of  feeing  the  Acl  explain'd  by  the 
Legifla'ure,  according  to  our  Wifhes  ;  forjince  the  pre- 
fect Government,  to  uie  his  own  Words,  are  fo  worthily 
difpofed  to  part  with  any  Powers  oppreiSvc  to  the  Sub- 
ject, ofivhich  They  have  given  us  a  never-to-be  forgotten 
Inflance  in  the  Law,  for  Regulation  of  Juries  ;  fince 
the  Courts  of  Juftice  are  already  under  Parliamentary 
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Enquiry ;  fince  there  fcems  to  revive  a  Spirit  amongjl 
us,  that  ought  not  to  cool,  or  abate ;  /  heartily  zvijb  that 
the  Nation  will  examine  this  Affair,  and  perhaps  a  very 
little  Time  may  do  us  a  great  deal  of  Service. 

Since  We  are  upon  this  Head,  I  will  beg  Leave  to 
offer  a  Point  or  two  more  to  Mr.  Walfingham\  Con- 
fideration. 

I  make  no  Doubt  that  He  will  abide  very  fteadily 
by  his  former  Remarks,  in  the  fame;  Paper,  on  the 
Method  of  Tryals  by  Information,  and  ^chearfully 
bear  his  Part  in  the  Controverfy  againil  thofe  Writers, 
who  prefer  it  to  the  antient  and  equitable  Method  of 
Indictment.  I  fhould  efleemit  a  farther  Obligation 
if  He  would  be  pleaied  to  favour  us  with  his  Opinion, 
as  a  Lawyer,  concerning  the  Power  of  Secretaries  of 
State,  as  Secretaries,  to  grant  Warrants  for  apprehend- 
ing Perfons,  feizing  Papers,  and  breaking  open  Locks  ;? 
or  to  commit  to  the  Cuilody  of  Mejfengers,  and  re- 
quire Security  for  good  Behaviour.  I  will  take  the 
Liberty  to  treipais  upon  the  fame  Gentleman  for  his 
Opinion  upon  one  Point  more  %  and  That  is,  whe- 
ther Precedents,  taken  from  the  Star-Chamber,  or  from 
any  other  Court  in  arbitrary  Reigns,  ought  to  be 
efteem'd  authoritative  at  preient,  when  our  Liberties 
are  afcertain'd  by  the  Abolition  of  the  Star-Cham* 
ber>  the  Expiration  of  the'  Licenjing  Acl,  the  Bill 
of  Rights,  and  other  Parliamentary  Cenfures  on  thofe 
Proceedings*. 

Thefe  are  Points  of  immediate  Confequence  to  us  all, 
both  as  Englijhmen  and  Waiters.  Thefe  are  the  Blei- 
fings,  which  We  acquired  by  the  Revolution ;  and  I' 
will  venture  to  give  Mr.  Walftngham  my  Opinion, 
that  the  religious  Prefervation  of  them  will  be  a  more 
glorious  Monument  to  the  Memory  of  King  William, 
and  endear  his  Name  infinitely  more  to  all  Poilerity, 
than  a  thoufand  Statues,  Maufolaums,  Pyramids,  or 
triumphal  Arches. 

Vol.  VIII.  A  a  "But 
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But  whatever  He  may  think  upon  thefe  Subjeels,  or 
whatever  Part  He  may  chufe  to  ad  in  the  Diipute,  I 
am  refolved  to  explain  them  fully  to  the  World,  up- 
on proper  Occaiions,  D* 
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HERE  is  no  Point,  of 'a political  Na- 
ture, in   which     the    Opinions  of    all 
diiinterefied,    honeft   and   fenfible  Men 
are   fo    generally   united,   as   the  Sub- 
ject  of  publiek  Credit,  and    thofe great, 
exclufive  Companies,  which  have  lately 
fprung  up  in  this  Kingdom.     I  do  not  remember  that 
1  have  ever  met  with  one  plaufible  Difcourfe  on  the 
general  Utility  and  Advantages  of  them  to  the  Nation, 
confider'd  either  as  a  trading,    or  a  free  People.     On 
the  contrary,    all  the  Force  of  Reafon  and  Argument, 
as  far  as  I  can  recollect,  or  am  able  to  judge,  hath  ap- 
pear'd  on  the  other  Side.    I  think  it  hath  been  proved, 
«ven   to  Demonflration,    that  overgrown  Monopolies,    of 
all  Kinds,    are  prejudicial  to  the  Interefr.  oi  Trade,  and 
may  become  dangerous  to  our  Liberties,    even  fuppo- 
fing  them   to  be  managed  with  the  ftrifteir.  Integrity. 
How  far  That  hath  been  our  Cafe  already,  or  is  likely 
to  be  our  Cafe  for  the  future,  muft.  be  left  to  the  Judg- 
ment of  Mankind,   by  reflecting  on  the  Nature  of  thefe 
Corporations?  and  the  Experience  of  many  Years  paft, 
not  to  infill  on  this  particular  Juncture  of  Time. 

The  great  Bleffing  of  our  Conftitution,  in  which  We 
have  always  gloried,  and  thought  ourfelves  happy  above 
other  Nations,  comifts  in  being  governed  by  known 
Laws,    and    having  our  Property  fecured   againff.  die 
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Invasions  of  Princes,  or  the  Collufions  of '  Minifers. 
This  is  the  very  Point,  upon  which  Mr.  Addifon  hath 
fhevvn  the  Excellence  of  our  Government,  in  one  of 
his  freeholders,  by  comparing  it  with  the  Government 
of 'France ",  where  Property  is  always  precarious  and 
fubjecl:  to  the  Will  of  the  Prkce ;  {o  that  a  Man,  in 
that  Kingdom,  may  go  to  Bed  with  the  Satisfaction  of 
an  eafv  Fortune,  and  find  Himielf  ilript  of  great  Part 
of  it,  the  next  Morning,  by  Virtue  of  a  royal  Ediel. 
As  melancholy  as  this  Circumitance  may  feem,  and  as 
much  as  We  may  congratulate  ourfeives  on  the  Diffe- 
rence of  our  Condition,  I  am  afraid  the  Proprietory  of 
our  Funds  will  appear,  upon  Examination,  to  be  often 
too  much  in  the  fame  Cafe ;  for  the  dark  Tricks  of 
Brckers  and  Stockjobbers,  or  their  patrons,  may  have 
the  fame  mifchievous  EfFefts  on  their  Fortunes,  as  a 
French  Arret ;  and  a  Man,  who  fancies  Himfelf  pof- 
fefs'd  of  a  tboufand  Pounds  to  Day,  may  find  it  reduced, 
in  a  Day  or  two  afterwards,  to  half  the  Value,  with- 
out any  vifible  Reafon  for  it.  Whatever  therefore 
tends,  in  any  Degree,  to  weaken  this  Security,  this 
diilinguiiliing  Characterise k  of  the  Engli/b  Govern- 
ment, by  rendering  our  Properties  uncertain  and  de- 
pendent on  the  Will  of  any  Men  in  PowSr,  ought  to  fill 
us  with  dreadful  Apprehenfions,  and  keep  us  ftriclly  on 
our  Guard.  The  Mai-Execution  of  the  South-Sea 
Scheme,  in  the  Year  1720,  gave  us  fufficient  Warning 
of  the  Mifchiefs,  which  Juch  Companies  are  capable  of 
producing  ;  and  I  am  afraid  that  Multitudes  of  People 
will  foon  find  Themfelves  in  the  fame  unhappy  Con- 
dition, or  perhaps  in  a  worfe,  by  the  Mifmanagement 
of  fome  other  Companies,  and  the  Corruption  of  Thofe, 
who  have  been  intruded  with  their  Properties. 

I  am  fenlible  that  the  Spirit  of  Stockjobbing,  like  the 
Itch  of  all  other  Gaming,  is  very  hard  to  be  cured ; 
though  the  Perfons  poffei's'd  of  it  are  ever  fo  fully  con- 
vinced that  They  have  to  deal  with  Sharpers,  who  look 
over  their  Cards,  or  play  with  falfe  Dice.     It  happens 
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to  this  Vice,  as  it  does  to  many  others.  All  People,  in 
their  Turns,  exclaim  againft  it,  and  yet  moil  People 
are  tempted  to  run  into  it ;  and  as  it  firrr,  grew  out  of 
the  Misfortunes  of  our  Country,  I  heartily  wifh  that  it 
may  not  be  made  Uie  of  to  perpetuate  and  increafe 
them.  —  I  know  very  well  whofe  Intereft  it  is  to  en- 
courage tbsfe Frauds,  what  Artifices" have  been  employ'd 
to  promote  them,  and  to  inrimidate  the  bone/}  Proprie- 
tors from  inquiring  into  them  ;  but  I  hope  They  will 
not  fairer  Themfelves  to  be  deluded  any  longer  ;  that 
They  will  ferioufly  reflect  on  the  neceiTary  Confe- 
rences of  fuc'b  P  radices,  before  it  is  too  late,  and 
unite  their  Endeavours  to  avert  the  Calamities,  which 
feem  once  more  to  threaten  Themfelves  and  the  whole 
Nation. 

Nobody  hath  treated  ibis  SubjecJ  with  more  Free- 
dom, Vigour,  and  Succefs  than  the  Authors  of  Catoys 
Letters.  There  is  hardly  a  Paper  in  the  whole  Col- 
lection, which  does  not,  at  leail,  remotely  glance  at 
this  Evil \  and  there  are  many,  which  are  written  pro- 
feffediy  upon  it.  I  mall  therefore  pre  (en  t  my  Readers, 
this  Week,  with  fome  Extracts  from  one  of  them, 
which  pcvhsps  may  be  thought  to  have  more  Weight, 
and  produce  a  better  Effect  upon  fome  Perfons,  than 
any  Thing  I  can  fay,  or  perhaps  may  be  allow'd  to 
fay,  on  the  fame  Subjeel. 

The  Genikman,  who  wrote  this  Paper,  having  ex- 
plained the  true  Nature  of  publick  Credit,  which  con- 
lifts  in  the  Affluence  of  'Trade,  the  general  Wealth  of 
the  Nation,  and  the  Confidence  of  the  People  in  the 
juilice  and  Integrity  of  their  Governors,  proceeds  in 
the  following  Manner. 

*<  I  have  above  endeavoured  to  mew  what,  and  what 
*<  alone,  ought  to  be  calTd  Credit.  But  there  hath 
ci  lately  ifen  up,  in  our  Age,  a  new-fangled  and  fan- 
fi  tqftical  Credulity,  which  hath  ufurp'd  the  fame 
*'  Nirne,  and  came  in  wiih  the  Word  Bite,  which 
*<  hath  been  made  free  of  a    neighbouring   Court; 
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"  whereby  the  poor,    innocent,  mduftrious,   and  ttn- 

-"  wary  People  have  been  deliver' d  into  the  ravenous 
*'  and  polluted  Jaws  of  Vultures  and  Tigers ;  and 
*'  Thoufands,  I  had  almofl  faid  Millions,  have  been 
"  facrificed,  to  fatiate  the  Gluttony  of  a  Few.  This 
*'  hath  inverted  the  OEconomy  and  Policy  of  Nations ; 
"  made  a  great  Kingdom  turn  all  Gamefters  ;  and  Men 
"  have  acquired  the  Reputation  oiWifdom,  from  their 
M  Skill  in  picking  Pockets.  It  hath  enter'd  into  the 
"  Cabinets  of  Courts ;  hath  guided  the  Counfels  of 
«*  Senates,  and  their  whole  Wifdom,  and  moll  of 
"  their  Time  hath  been  employ'd  in  keeping  up  this 
"  vile  and  airy  Traffick,  as  if  the  Bulinefs  of  Govern* 
"  tnent  was  not  to  protecl:  People  in  their  Property, 
w  but  to  cheat  Them  out  of  it. 

"  This  is  eminently  true  in  a  neighbouring  Country ; 
"  and  I  wifh  I  could  fay,  that  nothing  like  it  had  ever 
**  happen'd  amongft-t/i.  But  as  no  Men,  now  in  Power, 
"  are  anfwerable  for  this  great  Mifchief,  fo  .1  hope  and 
','  believe  We  fhall  have  their  hearty  Ajjiftance  to  extri- 
*'  cate  us  out  of  all  thefe  Evils;  and  as-I  pleafe  myfelf 
"  with  believing  that  I  fpeak  theSenfe  of  my  Superiors, 
<£  ib  I  fhall  take  the  Liberty  to  fay,  that  neither publick 
"  nor  private  Credit  can  confift  in  felling  any  Thing 
cc  for  more  than  it  is  worth,  or  for  any  Thing  but 
"  what  it  is.  It  is  certainly  the  Intereil  of  a  Country, 
"  that  its  Commodities  mould  fell  at  a  good  Price,  and 
"  find  a  ready  vent-;  that  private  Men  fhould  be  able 
"  fafely  to  trull  one  another ;  that  Lands  fhould  find 
"  ready  Purchafers,  good  Securities,  Money  at  low 
**  Intereil ;  and  that  Mortgages  fhould  be  eaiily  tranf- 
44  ferrable.  And  the  Way  to  bring  thefe  good  Pur- 
"  poles  to  pa fs,  is  to  afcertain  Titles ;  give  ready  Re- 
"  medies  to  the  Injured',  to  procure  general  Plenty  by 
"  prudent  Laws,  and  by  giving  all  Encouragement  to 
"  Induftry  and  Honefty.  But  it  will  never  be  efre&ed 
"  by  authorizing,  or  countenancing  Frauds  ;  by  ena- 
**  bling  artful  Men  to  circumvent  the  unwary,  iiamp- 
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ing  the  publick  Seal  upon  counterfeit  Wares ;  and  by 
conilantly  coining  a  new  Sort  of  Property,  of  a  pre- 
carious, uncertain  and  traniitory  Value;  and  by 
conjlant  Juggles  and  Combinations  confpiring  to 
make  it  more  (o  ;  which  Conduct,  whenever 
praftifed,  mult  foon  put  an  End  to  all  publick 
and  private  Credit. 

"  .  In  what  Country  foever  tbefe  P radices  meet  with 
Encouragement,  all  fair  and  boneft  Dealing  will  be 
turn'd  into  Juggling.  There  will  quickly  grow  a 
fort  of  Cabaliftical  Learning ;  and  there  will  be  a 
fecret  and  a  vulgar  Knowledge ;  one  to  be  trufted 
only  to  the  vere  Adepti  and  Managers ;  and  the' 
other  to  be  divulged  to  the  People,  who  will  be  told 
nothing,  but  what  is  for  the  Intereft  of  their  Betters 
to  communicate;  and  pretty  Advantages  may  be 
made  by  being  in  the  Secret.  As  for  Example  ;  juil 
before  any  publick  Misfortune  is  to  make  its  Appea-- 
ranee,  Tbofe,  who  know  of  it,  may  fell  out ;  and, 
in  the  Height  of  the  Danger,  buy  ngain  ;  and, 
when  k  is  over,  by  taking  another  Opportunity, 
They  may  fell  a  fecond  'Time  ;  and,  when  thefe 
Evils  are  averted,  They  may  go  to  Market  once 
more  %  and  lb,  toties  quoties,  till  the  greater!  Part 
oS.  the  Property  of  a  Kingdom  As  got  into  the  Hands 
of  but  a  few  Persons,  who  will  then  undoubted- 
ly govern  all  the  reft.  Nor  can  thefe  Mi f chiefs  be 
pofTibly  prevented,  but  by  wholly  deflroying  ibis 
Sort  vfTraffick,  or  by  appointing  skilful  Pilots  to.fet 
up  occalional  Buoys  and  Sea-Marks,  according  to 
the  fhifting  of  the  Winds  and -the  Tides;  That  is, 
by  afcertaining  and  publilhing  the  real  Value  of  all 
publick  Securities,  as  often  as  there  is  an  Alteration 
made  in  them  by  new  Provifions,  or  by  wholly 
*6  preventing  the  Abufes,  occafion'd  by  the  vile  Trade 
M  of  Stockjobbing ;  which  I  conceive  is  not  difficult  to 
cc  do,  when  Stockjobbers  .have  no  Hand  in  directing  the 
•*  £xmedj.     , 
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"  'Till  fomething  ofithis  Kind  is  done,  it  is  fbolifh 
"  to  think,  and  worie  to  pretend  to  think,  that  any 
"  effectual  Methods  can  be  taken  to  difcharge  and  pay 
"  off  the  national 'Engagement 7;  for  in  whatever  Country 
*f  it  happens,  that  the  publick  Tunis  become  the  Mar- 
<(  kets  and  {landing  Revenues  of  Thofe,  who  can  bell 
w4  cure  the  Evil ;  where  great  and  fudden  Eftates  may 
"  be  more  eafily  railed  by  Knavery  and  Juggling,  than 
'*  fmall  ones  by  Virtue  and  Merit ;  where  Plmnbs  may 
"  be  got  at  once,  and  vafl  Societies  may  be  made  the' 
"  Accomplices  of  Power,  m  order  to  be  indulged  with' 
"  feparate  Advantages ;  it  is  not  to  be  hoped  that  effee- 
'*  tual  Methods  will  be  taken  to  dam  and  choak  up 
"  fucb  inexbaufiibk  Sources  of  Wealth  and  Do?ninion. 
"  On  the  contrary,  it  is  to  be  fear'd  that  new  Projecls 
*f.  will  be  yearly  invented  ;  new  Schemes  colour'd  with 
'-'  popular  Pretences,  to  tois  and  tumble  the  publick 
"  Securities,  and  to  change  them  into  as  many  Shapes 
"  as  Proteus  knew.  One  Year'  i&all  metamorphoie  the 
"  Schemes  of  another  ;  and  the  next  mail  undo  both. 
"  The  Leaders  of  one  EaBion  fhall  unravel  the  Projects 
'*  of  ttteir  Predeceffors  ,  fhall  charge  their  Defigns  with' 
"  Corruption  and  Rapine,  and  be  more  rapacious  Tbem- 
**  [elves,  and  all,  in  their  Turns,  fhall  raife  vaft  Eftates 
•"  upon  the  publick  Ruins  ;  and  the  laft^  Spirits  fhall  be 
"  always  the  worft.  Artful  and  confpiring  Men  fhall 
4i  buy  up  *  desperate  Debts,  and  then  Jfe  In- 
"  trigues  and  Corruption  -to  load  their  -Count n  with 
"  them  ;  and  the  Bafmefs  of  Nations  fhall  ftahd   frill; 


* 


I  hope,  I  Jb a II  do  the  Author  no  Injufice  by  fuppo- 
fing  that  He  alluded,  in  this  Plate,  to  the  Army  De- 
bentures, which  were  fwelPd  up  in  a  few  Tears  from 
the  Sum  of  four  hundred  thoufand  Pounds  (the  higheft 

Calculation  at  fir/l )  to  above  two  Millions. -See  a 

Pamphlet  intitled,  Confiderations  on  the  national  Debt, 
the  Sinking  Fund,  £sV.  Printed  for  R.  Francklin, 
.in  the  Tear  172c;.. 
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et  or  rather  it  fhall  become  their  Bufinefs  to  fifh  in 
«f  theie  troubled  Streams,  till  by  long  Experience  of  the 
«  Lofs  of  their  Fellows  the  Fifh  will  bite  no  longer  ; 
"  and  then  it  is  eafy  to  guefs  what  is  next  to  be  done.  ■'■ 
"  There  is  but  one  Method,  which  can  be  taken  ;  and  ' 
*'  That  will  be  taken. 

"  I  would  gladly  know  what  Advantage  ever  hath, 
"  or  ever  can,  accrue  to  the  Publick  by  raifing  Stocks 
"  to  an  imaginary  Value,  beyond  what  they  are  really 
*'  worth  to  an  honeft  Man,  who  purchafes  them  for  a 
"  regular  Support  to  Himielf  and  Family,  and  defigns 
"  not  to  fell  them  again,  till  He  hath  Occafion  for  the 
*'  Money  they  will  produce.  It  can  moft  aiTuredly 
"  ferve  no  honefi  Purpofe,  and  will  promote  a  thoufand 
"  knavijb  ones.  Befides  Thofe  beforemention'd,  it 
*'  turns  moll  of  the  current  Coin  of  England  out  of 
f  the  Channels  of  Trade,  and  the  Heads  of  all  its  R$er~ 
"  chants  and  Traders  oiF  their  proper  Bufinefs.  It 
"  enriches  the  ivorft  Men,  and  ruins  the  Innocent.  It 
t(  taints  Men's  Morals,  and  defaces  all  the  Principles 
"  of  Virtue  and  fair  Dealing,  and  introduces  Combi- 
"  nation  and  Fraud  in  all  Sorts  of  Traifick.  It  hath 
"  changed  honefi  Commerce  into  Bubbling  ;  our  Traders 
6i  into  Projectors  ;  Indufiry  into  Tricking  j  and  Applaufe 
?'  is  earn'd,  when  the  Pillory  is  deferved.  It  hath. 
c<  created  all  the  Diffatisfaclion  Co  much  complain'd  of, 
"  and  all  the  Mi/chiefs  attending  it,  which  daily 
«  threaten  us,  and  which  give  Reaibns  fovfianding,  or 
««  occafienai 'Troops.  It  hath  caufed  all  the  Confuiion 
"  in  our  publick  Finances.  It  hath  fet  up  monfirous 
«  Members  and  Societies  in  the  Body  politick,  which 
t{  are  grown,  I  had  almoft  faid,  too  big  for  the  whole 
u  Kingdom.  It  hath  multiply 'd  Offices  and  Dependen- 
«  cies  in  the  Power  of  the  Court,  which  in  Time 
"  may  fill  the  Legislature,  and  alter  the  Bal» 
'*  lance  of  Govern matt.  It  hath  overwhelmed  th^ 
"  Nation  with  Debts  and  Burthens,  under  which  it  is 
"  almoft  leady  to   fink ;  and  it    hath  hinder'd  thofe 

"  Debts 
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*1  Debts  from  being  paid  off;  for  if  Stocks  fell  for  more, 
"  or  much  more  upon  the  Exchange  than  the  Prices, 
'*  at  which  they  are  redeemable,  cr  more  can  be  got  by 
«  jobbing  them  than  by  dif charging  them,  then  all- 
*'  Arts  will  be  ufed  to  prevent  a  Redemption. 

"  I  doubt  not  but  I  mall  incur  the  Cenfure  of  many, 
*'  by  thus  laying  open  our  Nakedmfs,  and  probing  our 
(e  Wounds  ;  and  I  cannot  deny  but  I  found  fome  Re- 
*'  luctance  in  doing  it  5  but  it  mult  be  done  before 
*f  they  can  be  cured.  The  Patient  cannot  now  bear 
i(  Quacking  ;  and  if  effectual  Remedies  are  not  fpeediiy 
"  taken,  the  Cafe  is  delperate.  The  Security  and  In-- 
*c  tereft  of  the  Crozvn,  the  Power  and  Reputation  of 
"  the  Kingdom,  the  Credit  and  Honour  of  the  Miniflry, 
f<  depend  upon  doing  this  great  Work  ;  and  I  really 
"  believe  the  latter  have  Inclinations  and  Resolutions 
"  to  do  it.  It  can  never  be  done  effectually  without 
"  their  Affiftance ;  and  if  They  give  it,  and  let  Them- 
*s  felves  at  the  Head  of  ib  pub  lick  a  Good,  They  will 
"  jufriy  obtain  a  Reputation  far  beyond  any,  who  have 
<(  ever  appear'd  before  Them,  and  will  enjoy  unen- 
"  vy'd  all  the  Wealth  and  Advantages,  which  attend 
"  Greatnefs  and  Power.  'Tis  Folly  in  any  one,  who 
£l  is  the  leail  acquainted  with  the  Affairs  of  Nations, 
4  i  to  pretend  not  to  fee  that  if  We  do  not  ibon  put 
**  our  pub/ick  Debts  in  a  Method  of  being  paid,  they 
"  can  never  be  paid;  and  all  will  do  their  utmoli  to 
"  prevent  fo  fatal  a-Mifchief  :to  their  Country,  who  do 
"  not  intend  it.  But  if  there  are  any  fuch,  which  I 
"  hope  and  believe  there  are  not,  They  will  then  un- 
"  doubtedly  take  early  Care  to  faz-e  cThe?nfehes  cut  of 
"  the  general  Wreck,  which  very  few  will  be  able  to 
**  do,  though  all  will  intend  it.  Thofe  in  the  Secret 
"  will  have  the  Advantage  ;  for  when  Selling  becomes 
"  the  Word,  no  one  can  fell,  uniefs  He  fells  for  little 
"  or  nothing.  All  are  waiting  for  a  Rife  ;  and  if 
"  That  happens,  all  or  mod  will  endeavour  to  Jell, 
"  and  then  all  felling  is  at  an  End.     The  Managers 

<l  and 
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"  and  Brokers  will  engrofs  the  Books,  as  They  did 
"  lately,  and  command  the  firft  Sale  ;  and  by  the 
"  Time  They  are  got  cut,  no  one  qKq  will  be  able  to 
"  get  out. 

((  There  is  nothing  therefore  left  to  be  done,  but  for 
"  all  honeft  Men  to  join  Heads,  Hearts  and  Hands, 
"  to  find  all  Means  to  difcharge  the  publick  Burthens, 
*f  and  to  add  no  more  to  them  ;  to  fearch  every  Mea- 
"  fure,  whereby  We  can  lefTen  the  national  Expences  ; 
'*  to  avoid  all  Occafions  of  -engaging  in  new  dnes ;  and 
*'  to  do  all  in  our  Power  to  increase  Trade  and  the 
"  publick  Wealth,  without  facrificing  it  to  any  Jobs, 
ii  or  private  Views ;  which  Conduct  alone  will  enable 
"  us  honeftly  to  pay  off  what  We  owe,  and  to  become 
"  once  more  a.  free,  rich,   happy  and  flourijbing  People. 

This  was  Cato's  Method  of  reafoning  upon  pub- 
lick  Credit,  Companies  and  Stockjobbing,  eight  or  nine 
Years  ago ;  and  I  am  ferry  there  mould  be  any  Occa- 
fion  to  revive  it  at  prefent ;  but  I  mull  take  the  Li- 
berty to  exprefs  my  Opinion,  that  the  great  Work, 
which  He  recommends  in  this  pathetick  Manner,  is  fa 
far  from  being  accomplihYd,  that  the  baneful  Evil  of 
Stockjobbing  feems  to  gain  Strength  every  Day,  and  to 
be  grown  almoft  epidemical.  The  mifchievous  Effefts 
of  great  Companies  (thole  monftrous  Members  of  the  Body 
Politick)  are  ao  generally  complain'd  of  at  prelent,  as 
they  were  formerly  ;  and  the  daily  Discoveries,  which 
are  faid  to  be  made  of  Frauds,  Cor  nipt  ion  and  Iniquity 
in  the  Management  of  them,  confirm  his  Apprehen- 
fions,  as  well  as  enforce  his  Arguments  for  the  NecerHty 
of  applying  fome  fpeedy  and  effeclual  Remedies.  The 
deplorable  Scarcity  of  Money  and  Stagnation  of  Trade, 
in  all  the  diftant  Parts  of  England,  which  every  Landed 
Gentleman  mult  begin  to  feel,  are  melancholy  Proofs 
that  too  much  of  the  current  Coin  of  the  Kingdom  is 
got  into  the  Hands  of  a  few  Perfons  ;  and  I  wifh  I 
could  fay  that  the  Offices  and  Dependencies,  which  our 
funds  have  created  and  put  into  the  Power  of  the  Court, 

were 
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were  fo  much  diminiih'd,  fince  Cato  wrote,  as  to  re- 
move the  Caufe  of  his  Fears  for  the  Freedom  of  the 
Legifiature,  and  the  Ballance  of  our  Government. 

I  am  as  willing  to  hope  and  believe,  as  this  Gent  te- 
rn a?i  could  be,  that  as  no  Men,  now  in  Power,  are  an- 
fwerable  for  thefe  Evils,  fo  We  pall  have  their  hearty 
AJJi fiance  to  extricate  us  out  of  them.  I  am  willing  to 
believe  that  They  not  only  had  Inclinations  and  Ref- 
lations to  do  it,  but  that  they  have  already  exerted  their 
Endeavours,  and  will  continue  to  exert  them,  till  They 
have  effectually  compleated  fo  publiek  a  Good ;  in  which 
Cafe,  They  fhall  have  my  iincere  Wilhes,  that  They 
may  enjoy  unenvfd  all  the  Wealth   and  Advantages, 

which  attend  Greatness  and  Power.— « But  if 

there  mould  be  any  Man  amongft  us,  as  I  hope  and  be- 
lieve there  is  not,  who  hath  made  it  his  conftant  Endea- 
vour, for  many  Years  paft,  to  fubftitute  a  fantaflical 
Credulity  in  the  Room  of  publiek  Credit,  and  to  efla- 
blim  the  vile  Traffick  of  Stockjobbing  on  the  Ruins  of 
fyade,  Indufiry  and  Virtue ;  if  He  hath  done  all  in  his 
Power  to  convert  a  great  Kingdom   into— a  Society  of 
Gamefiers,  and  acquired  a  Reputation  for  Wifdorn  by  his 
Skill  in  picking  Pockets  -,  if  He  hath  ever  attempted  to 
introduce  fuch   fcandalous  Arts    into  the  Cabinets  of 
Courts,  or  made  Ufe  of  them  to  influence  the  Counfels 
of  Senates  ;  if  He  hath  not  been  contented  with  amaf- 
fmg  a  great  and  fudden  Efiate  for  Himfelf,  by  playing 
Tricks  with  the  publiek  Debts,  and  changing  the  na- 
tional Securities  into  a  thouland,  different  Shapes,   but 
hath  likewife  eminently  diitinguim'd  Himfelf,  as   the 
Patron  of  Stockjobbers,  Projectors   and  Bubble-mongers, 
to  whom  They  might  always  fly  for  Protection   againft 
the  Complaints  and  Cries  of  the  Injured ;  and   if,  by 
thefe  Means,  He  hath  railed  up   a  powerful  Party  and 
Combination  on  his  Side,  who  will  ever  find   it   their 
Intereft  to  obilrucT:  all  Enquiries    into  thefe  Practices, 
and  to  prevent  the  Redemption   of  our  Debts ;  I  fay,  if 
there  fhould  ever  appear  to  be  fuch  a  Man,  as  I  hope 

there 
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there  will  not,  He  ought  to  be  pointed  out  to  the  Na- 
tion in  the  ftrongeft  Colours,  that  the  People  may  know 
and  be  convinced,  to  whom  their  Calamities  have 
been  owing,  and  to  whom  their  Vengeance  is  due. 
For,  to  conclude  in  the  Words  of  the  Writer  before' 
mentioned,  in  another  Place, 

"  What  can  be  more  invidious  than  for  a  Nation, 
"  daggering  under  the  Weight  and  Oppremon  of  its 
■'  Debts,  eaten  up  with  Ufury,  and  exhauiled  with 
««  Payments,  to  have  the  additional  Mortification  to 
"  fee  private  and  worthlefs  Men  riot  in  their  Calami- 
"  ties,  and  grow  rich,  whilit  They  grow  poor ;  to  fee 
"  the  Town  every  Day  glittering  with  new  and  po?n- 
t(  pous  Efuipages,  whilit  They  are  mortgaging  and 
"  felling  their  Efiates,  without  having  /pent  them  ; 
"  to  fee  blazing  Meteors  fuddeniy  exhaled  out  of 
*'  their  Jakes,  and  their  Mud,  as  in  JEgypt,  warm'd 
"  into  Monsters  ?  D. 


Nc  289.  Saturday,  Jan.  15,  1731-2. 

Have  juft  read  a  little  Tract,  intitled  the 
Englishman's  Right,  or  a  Dialogue 
between  a  Barrister  at  Law  and 
a  Juryman,  concerning  the  Antiquity, 
Ufe,  Power,  and  Duty  of  Jurors,  by 
the  Law  of  England.  This  Piece  was 
written  by  my  worthy  old  Friend,  Sir  John  Hawles, 
and  publifh'd  at  the  latter  End  of  King  Charles  the 
fecond's  Reign,  when  criminal  Projections' abounded, 
and  many  Arts  were  practifed  to  obtain  unjuft  Vcr- 
diJts,  by  corrupting  and  browbeating  Juries.  It  is 
now  re-printed,  as  the  Editor  acquaints  us,  to  expofe 
the  wicked  Attempts  of  fome  late  Writers,  who  have 

not 
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not  been  afhamed  to  revive  the  Doctrines  and  Maxims 
of  thofe  Times.  I  cannot  therefore  oblige  my  Readers 
with  a  more  inftructive  Entertainment,  at  this  Time, 
than  by  giving  Them  fome  Extracts  from  that  excel- 
lent little   Treatife. 

The  Barrifer  having  acquainted  his  Client,  the 
Juryman,  with  the  Antiquity  and  excellent  Dejign  of 
"Juries,  proceeds  to  inftruct  Him,  according  to  his 
Requeit,  in  the  Nature  of  their  Office  and  Fewer  by 
Law. 

Barr.  *  V  Shall  gladly  comply  with  fo  reasonable 
and  juft  a  Requeit.  *  A  Jury  of  twelve 
Men  are  by  our  Laws  the  only  proper  Judges  of  the 
Matter  in  Iffue  before  Them.  As  for  Inftance, 
"  1.  That  Teftimony,  which  is  delivered  to  in- 
duce a  Jury  to  believe,  or  not  to  believe,  the  Mat- 
ter of  Fail  in  Iffue,  is  cali'd  in  Law  EVIDENCE ; 
becaufe  thereby  the  Jury  may,  out  of  many  Matters 
of  Fact,  evidere  veritatem  ;  That  is,,  fee  clearly  the 
Truth,  of  which  They  are  proper  Judges, 
"  2.  When  any  Matter  is  fworn,  Deed  read,  or 
ofFer'd  whether  it  ihould  be  believed  or  not,  or  whe- 
ther it  be  true  or  fa  If e  in  point  of  Fact,  the  Jurors 
are  proper  Judges. 

"  3 .  Whether  fuch  an  Act  was  done  in  fuch  or  fuch 
a  Matmer,  or  to  fuch  or  fuch  an  Intent,  the  Jurors 
are  Judges ;  for  the  Court  is  not  Judge  of  thefe 
Matters,  which  are  Evidence  to  prove  or  disprove 
the  Thing  in  Iffue;  and  therefore  the  WitnefTes 
are  always  order'd  to  direft  their  Speech  to  the  Juryt 
They  being  the  proper  Judges  of  their  Tefdmony. 
And  in  all  Pleas  of  the  Crown  (or  Matters  crimi- 
nal) the  Pri  Toner  is  faid  to  put  him/elf  for  Trial 
upon  his  Country,  which  is  explain'd  and  referr'd 
Vol.  VIII.  B  b  «  by 

*  See  Coke,  4th  Part  of  Inilit.  fol.  84, 
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"  by  the  Cleik  of  the  Court,    to  be  meant  of  the 
*f  Jury,  faying  to  Them,  which  Country  you  are. 

"  J^rym.  Well;then,  what  is  the  Part  of  the  King's 
"  Juftices,  or  the  Court  ?  What  are  They  to  take 
"  Cognizance  of,  or  do,  in  the  Trials  of  Mens  Lives, 
"  Liberties,  and  Properties  ? 

"  Barr.  Their  Office  in  general  is  to  do  equal  Ju- 
"  fiice  and  Right;  particularly, 

"  i.  To  fee  that  the  Jury  be  regularly  return' d  and 
s(  duly  fworn. 

"  2.  To  fee  that  the  Prifoner  (in  Cafes  where  it  is 
u  permittable )  be  allow'd  his  lawful  Challenges. 

"  3.  To  advife  by  Law,  whether  fuch  Matter 
(i  may  be  given  in  Evidence  or  not;  fuch  a  Writing 
"  read  or  not ;  or  fuch  a  Man  admitted  to  be  a  Wit- 
"  nefs,  bV. 

"  4.  Becaufe  by-  their  Learning  and  Experience 
"'  They  are  presumed  to  be  bell  qualified  to  ask  per- 
"  tinent  Queftions,  and  in  the  moft  perfpicuous  Man- 
6(  ner.  foonevl;  to  fi ft  out  Truth  from  amongft  tedious 
"  impertinent  Circum fiances  and  Tautologies ;  They 
"  therefore  commonly  examine  the  Witnejfes  in  the 
re  Court,  yet  not  excluding  the  Jury,  who  of  Right' 
"  may,  and,  where  they  fee  Cauie,  ought  to  ask  Them 
tr  any  neceffary  Queftions ;  which  undoubtedly  They 
"**'  may  lawfully  do  with  Modefly  and  Difcretion,  with- 
"  out  begging  any -Leave;  for  if  asking  Leave  be  necef- 
"  fary,  it  implies  in  the  Court  a  Right  when  They 
"  lift  to  deny  it ;  and  how  then  mall  the  Jury  know 
"  the  Truth  rand  iince  we  fee  that  Council,  who  too  - 
"  often  (pude't  heec  opprcbria  nobis)  for  their  Fees 
"  itrive  only  to  bafflle  Witnefles,  and  ftifle  Truth, 
"  take  upon  Them  daily  to  interrogate  the  Evidence, 
-■"  it  is  abfurd  to  think  that  the  Jurors  mould  not 
i{  have  the  fame  Privilege,  who  are  upon  their  Oaths, 
(<  and  proper  Judges  of  the  Matter. 

"  5.  As 
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"   5.  As  a  difcreet  and  lawful  Amilant  to  the  Jury, 
"  \  They  do  often  recapitulate  and  fum  up  the  Heads 
"  of  the  Evidence  ;  but  the  Jurors  are  {till  to  confider 
"  whether  it  be  done  truly,  faithfully,  and  imparti- 
?'  <?//y ;  for  one  Man's  Memory  may   fooner  fail  than 
"  Twelve's.  He  may  likewife  flate  the  Law  to  Them  ; 
«*  That  is,  deliver  his  Opinion  w here  the  Cafe  is  difn- 
"  cult,  or  They  defire  it.    But  fin ce  ex  faclo  jus  ori~ 
"  tur,  all  Matter  of  Law  arifes  out  of  Matter  of  Fall ; 
"  fo  that  till  the  Faff  is  fettled,  there  is  no  Rooni  for 
"  Lazv  -,  therefore  all  fuch  Difcourfes  of  a  Judge  to  a 
"  Jury  are,  or  ought  to  be,   hypothetical,   not  coercive  ^ 
"  conditional,  and  not  pofiih'e,    viz.   J/"   pa  find  the 
«*  i^cf?  /£#.>'  #r  ^//j,  (ftill  leaving  the  y«ry  at  tiberty 
"  to  find  as  They  fee  Cauie)  A&£#  v?^  *#"*  ft  find  for 
(t  the  Plaintiff'.     But  if  you  find  the  Fuel  thus  or  thus, 
'■'  then  you  are  to  find  for  the  Defendant,  or  the  like, 
"  Guilty,  or  not  Guilty,-  in  Caje:  criminal. 

"  Laftly,  They  are  to  take  the  Verdicl  of  the  Jury, 
tf  and  thereupon  to  give  Judgment  according  to  Law  ; 
for  the  Office  of  a.  Judge  (as  Coke  well    obierves) 
is  jus  dicer e,  not  jus  dare ;  not  to  make  any  Laws 
by  Strains  of  Wit,  or  forced  Interpretations ;    but 
plainly   and  impartially  to  declare  the  Law  already 
"  eftabliihed.     Nor  can   They  refufe  to    accept   the 
"  Jury's  Verdicl,  when  agreed ;  for  if  They  mould, 
"  and  force  the   Jury   to  return,    and  any  of  Them 
"  would  mifcarry  for   Want   of  Accommodation,    it 
"  would  undoubtedly   be  Murder ;  and  in  fuch  Cafe, 
"  the  Jury  may  without  Crime  force   their  Liberty, 
"  becaufe  They  are  illegally   confined,  having  given 
"  in  their  Verdicl,    and    thereby  honeiily    difcharged 
<s  their  Office,  and  are  not  to  be  flarved  for  any  Man's 
"  Pleafure. 

"  Jurym.  But  I  have  been  told,  that  a  Jury  is  only 
"  Judge  of  naked  Matter  of  Facl,  and   not  at  all  to 

B  b  2  <«  take 

f  Vaugharis  Reports  in  BuJbePs  Cafe,  fol.   144. 
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t  take  upon  Them  to  meddle  with,  or  regard  Matter 
of  Law,  but  leave  it  wholly  to  the  Court. 
"  Barr.  'Tis  moil  true,  Jurors  are  Judges  of  Mat- 
*i  ters  of  Fa ft !;  That  is,  their  proper  Province,  their 
4t  chief  Bufinefs ;  but  yet  not  excluding  the  Coniidera- 
*'  tion  of  Matter  of  Law,  as  it  arifes  out  of,  or  is 
*'  complicated  with,  and  influences  the  Faff;  for  to 
*'  fay  They  are  riot  at  all  to  meddle  with,  or  have 
4i  Refpect  to  Law  in  giving  their  Verdifts,  is  not 
"  only  a  falfe  Pofition,  and  contradicted  by  every 
"  Day's  Experience ;  but  alio  a  very  dangerous  and 
**  pernicious  one,  tending  to  defeat  the  principal  End 
4(  of  the  Inltitution  of  Juries,  and  fo  fubtiiy  to  un- 
"  dermine  That,  which  was  too  ftrong  to  be  batter *d 
4(  down. 

"  i.  It  is  falfe\  for  though  the  Diredlioti,  as  to 
M  Matter  oftazv  feparately,  may  belong  to  the  Judge, 
•'  and  the  finding  the  Matter  of  Fail  does  peculiarly 
"  belong  to  the  Jury ;  yet  muft  your  Jury  alfo  ap- 
"  ply  Matter  of  Fa  St  and  Law  together-,  and  from 
*f  their  Confideration  of,  and  a  right  Judgment  upon 
*4  both,  bring  forth  their  Verdi  ft ;  for  do  we  not  fee 
"  in  moil  general  Iffues.  as  upon  not  Guilty,  pleaded 
**  in  Trefpafs,  Breach  of  the  Peace,  or  Felony,  though 
"  it  be  Matter  in  Law  whether  the  Party  be  a  Tref- 
'"  paffer,  a  Breaker  of  the  Peace,  or  a  Felon ;  yet  the 
«*  Jury  do  not  r.nd  the  Fa  ft  of  the  Cafe  by  itfelf,  leav- 
**  ing  the  Law  to  the  Court;  but  find  the  Party  guilty, 
**  or  not  guilty  generally  ?  So  as  though  They  anfwer 
•"  not  to  the  Queition  nngly,  what  is  Law,  yet  They 
"  determine  the  Law  in  all  Matters,  where  IiTue  is 
•'  join'd.  So  likewife  is  it  not  every  Day's  Practice, 
"  that  when  Perfons  are  indicted  for  Murder,  the  Jury 
*'  does  not  only  find  Them  guilty,  or  not  guilty,  but 
*'  many  Times,  upon  hearing  and  weighing  of  Cir- 
"  cumflances,  brings  Them  in  either  guilty  of  Mur- 
*<  der,  Marifaughter,  per  Infortunitas,  or  fe  defen- 
u  dendo,  as  They  fee  Caufe.    Now  do  They  not  herein 

"  complicately 
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"  compJicately  refolve  both  Law  and  Faff?  And  to 
*'  what  End  is  it,  that  when  any  Perfon  is  profecu- 
xe  ted  upon  any  Statute,  the  Statute  itfelf  is  ufually 
u  read  to  the  Jurors,  but  only  that  They  may  judge 
ts  whether  or  no  the  Matter  be  within  that  Statute  ? 
"  But  to  put  the  Bufinefs  out  of  doubt,  we  have  the 
*'  Suffrage  of  that  .Oracle  of  Law,  Littleton,  who 
"  in  his  Tenures,  Seel:.  368.  declares,  that  if  a  Jury 
"  will  take  upon  Them  the  Knowledge  of  the  Law 
u.  upon  the  Matter,  They  may  ;  which  is  agreed  to  like- 
"  wife  by  Coke,  in  his  Comment  thereupon.  And 
"  therefore  it  is  falfe  to  fay,  that  the  Jury  hath  not 
"  Power,  or  doth  not  ufe  frequently  to  apply  the  Faff 
"  to  the  Law,  and  thence  taking  their  Meafuresy 
"  judge  of  and  determine  the  Crime,  or  IJJue,  by 
"  their  Verdi ff. 

"  2.  As  Juries  have  ever  been  veiled   with   fnch 
"  Power  by  Law,  fo  to  exclude  Them  from,  or  dif- 
"  feize  Them  of  the  fame,  were  utterly  to  defeat  the 
* '  End  of  their  Inftitution  ;  for  then  if  a  Perfon  mould 
"  be  indidted  for  doing  any  common  innocent  Aft,  if  it 
"  -be  but  cloathed  and  difguifed  in  the  Indiffment  with 
"  the  Name   of  Treafon,   or   fome   other  high  Cri?ne, 
"  and  proved  by  WitnefTes  to  have  been  done  by  Him  ; 
"  the  Jury,  though  fatisfied  in  Confcience    that  the 
"  Faff  is  not  anyfuch  Offence,  as  it  is  called,  yet  be- 
"  caufe  (  according  to  this  fond   Opinion  )  They  have 
'"  no.  Power  to  judge  of  Law,  and  the  Faff  charged 
(e  is  fully  proved,  They  mould  at  this  Rate  be  bound 
Ci  to  find  him  guilty  -,  and  being  fo  found,  the  Judge 
**  may  pronounce  Sentence  againft  him  ',  for   he  fi nds 
"  him  a  conviffed  Traytor  &c.    by  his  Peers.     And 
(f  thus  as  a  certain   Phyiician  boaited,    that   he   had 
lt  kilPd    one  of  his  Patients  with  the  bef  Method  in 
'c    the    World',    fo  here  mould  we  have  an  innocent 
"  Man  hang'd,  drawn  and  quartered,  and  all  according 
"  to  Law. 

B  b  3  "  •  Jurym. 
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"  Jury??:.  God  forbid  that  any  fuch  Thing  fhouIJ 
"  be  praclifed  ! — And  indeed  I  do  not  very  well  un- 
<{  deritand  you. 

"  Ban.  I  do  not  fay  it  ever  bath  been,  and  I  hope 
?  it  never  will  be  prafiifed',  but  This  I  will  fay, 
*'  that,  according  to  this  Doclrine,  it  may  be;  and 
4,1  confequently  "Juries  may  thereby  be  render'd  ra- 
f  ther  a  Snare,  or  Engine  ofOpreJJton,  than  any  ^Z- 
"  vantage,  or  Guardian  of  our  legal  Liberties  againfi 
gt  arbitrary  Injufice,  and  made  TTZ^r  Properties,  to  do 
"  the  Drudgery,  and  bear  the  Blame  of  unreafonable 
*'  Profecutzons;  and  fince  you  feem  fo  dull  as  not  to 
4i  perceive  it,  let  us  put  an  imaginary  Cafe,  not  in 
'*'  the  Ieaft  to  abet  any  Irreverence  towards  his  Ma- 
*'  jelly,  but  only    to    explain  the  Thing,  and   fhew 

*'  the  Abfurdnefs  of  this  Opinion.- Suppofe  then 

*'  a  Man  mould  be  indicted,  for-that  be  as  a  falfe 
**  Traytor9  not  having  the  Fear  of  God  before  his  Eyesy 
*f  &c.  did  traiteroiifly,  prefumptuoufly,  againfi  his  Al- 
*'  Jegiance,  and  with  an  Intent  to  affront  his  Maje- 
*'  jlfs  Perfon  and  Government,  pafs  by  fuch  or  fuch  a 
u  Royal  Statue,  or  Effigies,  with  his  Hat  on  his  Head, 
*'  to  the  great  Contempt  of  his  Majefty  and  his  Au- 
<6  thority,  the  evil  Example  of  others,  againfi  the 
*'  Peace,  and  his  Majejlfs  Crown  and  Dignity*  Being 
'*'  hereupon  arraigned,  and  having  pleaded  not  guilty^ 
f*  fuppoie  that  fufficient  Evidence  mould  fwear  the 
**  Matter  of  Fa£t  laid  in  the  Indictment,  viz.  that  he 
**  did  pafs  by  the  Statue,  or  Piclure,  with  bis  Hat  on  j 
*(  now  imagine  yourfelf  one  of  the  Jury,  that  were 
**  fworn  to  try  him,  what  would  you  do  in  the 
*'  Matter? 

*"  Jurym.  Do  f  Why  I  mould  be  fatisfy'd  in  my 
**  Confcience,  that  the  Man  had  not  herein  committed 
**  any  Crime,  and  fb  I  would  bring  him  in  not  guilty. 

"  Rarr.  You  fpeak  as  any  honeft  Man  would  do ; 
**  Jbut  I  hope  you  have  not  forgot  the  Point  we  were 
^  upoiu    Suppofe  therefore,  when  you  thought  to  do 

"  thus, 
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««  thus,  the  Court,  or  one  of  your  Brethren,  fhould  take 
xe  you  up  and  tell  you,  that  it  was  out  of  your  Power 
«  Jo  to  do,  for  look  ye  {faith  he)  my  Mafters,     We 
**  Jurymen  are  only  to  find  Matter  of  Fact,  which  be- 
«  ing  fully  proved,  as  in  this  Cafe  before  us  it  is,  we 
"  muft  find  the  Party  guilty.     Whether  the  Thing   be 
*'  Treaibn  or  not,  does  not  belong  to  us  to  inquire.     It 
tC  is  faidfo  here,  you  fee,  in  the  Inditlment ;    and  let 
"the  Court  look  to  'That ;  They  know  bejl ,    we  are 
"  not  fudges  of  Law  ,  fhall  we  meddle  with  Niceties 
*■*  and  PuncliMs,  and  go  contrary  to  the  Directions  of 
(t  the  Court  £  So  perhaps  we  Jhall  bring  ourfehes  into 
**  a  Praemunire,  (as  they  fay  J  and  perhaps  never  be 
"  faffed t0  Z>e  Juiy men  again.     No,  no,-  the  Matter  of 
"  Fait,  you  fee,  is  proved,  and  That  is  our  Bufinefs. 
*<  We  muft  go  according  to  our  Evidence-,  we  cannot  do 
f*  lefs.  Truly  it  is  fomething  hard,  and  I  pity  the  poor 
11  Man',  but  we  cannot  help  it.     After  thefe  notable 
$  Documents,  what  would  you  do  now  ? 

"  Jurym.  I  fhould  not  tell  what  to  fay  to  it;  for  I 
"  have  heard  feveral  antient  Jurymen  fpeak  to  the 
**  very  fame  ErFett,  and  thought  they  talk'd  very 
"  wifely. 

li  Barr.  Well  then,  would  you  confent  to  bring  in 
"  the  Man  guilty  ? 

"  Jurym.  Truly  I  mould  be  fomewhat  unwilling 
"  to  do  it ;  but  I  don't  fee  which  Way  it  can  be  a- 
"  voided,  but  that  he  muft  be  found  guilty  of  the  Fa  ft. 
ft  Barr.  God  keep  every  honeft  Body  tvomfuch  Ju- 
"  rymen  !  Have  you  no  more  Regard  to  your  Oath  ; 
4i  to  your  Confcience ;  to  Juftice  ,  to  the  Life  of  a 
"  Man  ? 

*f  Jurym.  Hold;!  hold!  perhaps,  we  wrould  not 
«'  bring  him  in  guilty  generally,  but  only  guilty  of  the 
*'  Fail,  finding  no  more  but  guilty  of  paffing  by  the 
"  Statue  with  bis  Hat  on. 

"  Barr.  This  but  poorly  mends  the  Matter,  and 
*'  figniiies  little  or  nothing ;    for  fuch  a  Finding  hath 

"  generally 
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generally  been  refufed  by  the  Court,  as  being  no 
Per-dicl ;  though  it  is  faid  it  was  lately  allow'd  fome- 
where  in  a  Cafe  that  required  Favour.  But  fup- 
pofe  it  were  accepted,  what  do  you  intend  fhould 
become  of  the  Prifoner  ?  Mull  not  he  be  kept  in 
Prifon  till  all  the  Judges  are  at  Leifure  and  willing 
to .  meet  and  argue  the  Buiinefs  ?  Ought  you  not, 
and  what  Reafon  can  you  give  why  you  mould  not 
abiblutely  acquit  and  difcharge  him  ?  Nay,  I  do 
aver,  you  are  bound  by  your  Oaths  to  do  it,  by 
faying  with  your  Mouths  to  the  Court,  what  your 
Confciences  cannot  but  dictate  to  yourfelves,  not 
guilty  ',  for  pray  confider,  are  you  not  fworn,  that 
you  will  well  and  truly  try,  and  true  Deliverance 
make  !  There  is  none  of  this  Story  of  Matter  of 
Fa  Si  diitinguifh'd  from  Law  in  your  Oath.  But 
you  are  well,  That  is,  fully  and  truely,  That  is, 
impartially  to  try  the  Prifoner;  fo  that  if,  upon 
your  Confciences,  and  the  bell  of  your  Underflan- 
ding  by  what  is  proved  againft  him,  you  find  he  is 
guilty  of  that  Crime,  wherewith  he  Hands  charged, 
That  is,  defer ving  Death,  or  fuch  other  Punijhment 
as  the  Law  inflicts  upon  an  Offence  fo  denominated  ; 
then  you  are  to  fay,  he  is  guilty  ;  but  if  you  are  not 
fatisfy'd,  that  either  the  Acl  he  has  committed  was 
Treafon,  or  other  Crime,  ( though  it  be  never  fo  often 
caWd  fo)  or  that  the  Acl  itfelf,  if  it  were  fo  crimi- 
nal, was  not  done  ;  then  what  remains  but  that  you 
are  to  acquit  him  ?  For  the  End  of 'Juries  is  to  pre- 
ferve  Men  from  OppreJJion,  which  may  happen  as 
well  by  impofing  or  ruining  Them  for  That  as  a 
Crime,  which  indeed  is  none,  or  at  leail  not  fuch,  or 
fo  great  as  is  pretended,  as  by  charging  Them  with 
the  CommiiGon  of  That,  which  in  Truth  was  not 
committed  \  and  how  do  you  well  and  truly  try,  and 
true  Deliverance  make,  when  indeed  you  do  but 
deliver  him  up  to  others,  to  be  condemned  for  That, 
which  yourfelves  do  not  believe  to  be  any  Crime  ? 

J  The 
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The  Author  proceeds,  in  the  fame  honeft  and  mafterly 
Manner,  to  illuftrate  this  important  Subjecl,  in  full  Con- 
futation of  Jo  me  Tenets,  which  have  been  lately  ad- 
vanced, lam  therefore  very  well  pleafed  with  ieeing 
it  thus  feafonably  reprinted,  and  think  myfelf  obliged 
to  recommend  it  to  the  Peraial  of  every  Englijbman, 
who  hath  any  Regard  to  the  Rights  and  Liberties  of 
his  Country.  D. 


N°  25)0.  Saturday,  Jan.  22,  1731-2, 


E  have  lately  been  obliged  with  a  fecond 
Part  of  Defamation  difplafd,  intitled,  the 
Cafe  of  Oppofttion  fated  between  the 
Cr  a  f t sma  n  and  /^People;  which 
hath  been  thruft  into  all  the  Corners  of 
the  Kingdom  by  the  fame  Authority, 
and  at  the  fame  Expence,  which  -have  been  em  ploy  'd 
to  obtrude  fuch  Pieces  upon  the  Publick,  for  feveral 
Years  paft. 

I  happened  to  fall  into  a  Company  of  Criticks,  ibme 
Days  ago,  who  were  puzzling  their  Brains  to  find  out 
common  Senfe,  or  even  common  Grammar,  in  the  very 
Title-page  of  this  right  honourable  Excrement  of  Scan- 
dal. They  were  at  a  Lofs  to  guefs  what  the  Author 
could  pofSbly  mean  by  Oppojition  between  the  Crafts- 
man and  the  People.  One  of  them  immediately 
turn'd  to  the  Errata,  in  Expectation  of  rinding  the 
Word  Craftfman  dele'd,  with  a  Direction  to  read  Mi- 
nifler  in  the  Room  of  it.  Another  was  of  Opinion  that, 
intfead  of  the  People,  it  ought  to  have  been  printed  the 
People  in  Places.  A  Third  imputed  it  to  a  common 
Artifice  amongft  bad  Writers,  who  frequently  work  up 

the 
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the  firft  Page  of  a  Book  into  a  Paradox,  in  order  to  ex- 
cite the  Curiofity  of  the  Publick.  He  then  appeal'd 
to  us  whether  the  Gentleman-Scribbler,  who  pen'a  this 
ingenious  Traft,  had  not  difcover'd  feme  unufual  judg- 
ment in  giving  it  fuch  a  Title,  rather  than  calling  it 
plainly  by  its  right  Name  \  the  annwerfary  Pacquet  of 
Scandal-,  or  Mr.  Walfingbam's  Chrif  mas-Box. 

I  was  fomewhat  furprized  to  hear  the  courtly  Mr. 
Walfinghatn  mention'd  upon  this  Gccafion,  and  under- 
took to  defend  Him  againft  the  Imputation  of  having 
any  Concern  with  fuch  a  Bundle  of  Ribaldry.  My 
Reafon  was,  that  a  Writer  of  his  Spirit  would  have  cer- 
tainly prenx'd  his  own  Name  to  it,  or  at  leaft  the  Name 
of  his  Colleague  and  Man-midwife  in  ordinary,  the 
worthy  Mr.  John  Peek.  He  hath  no  Occafion  to  dif- 
guile,  his  excellent  Writings  under  different  Shapes,  or 
by  flying  to  different  Methods  of  Publication.  Befides, 
faid  I,  the  Hand  of  Mr.  Walfingham  is  eafily  diftin- 
guilh'd  by  feveral  peculiar  Marks,  or  Stigma's  of  wri- 
ting, which  are  inimitable  and  fecure  from  any  Coun- 
terfeit j  particularly  that  beautiful  Redundancy  of  Style, 
fwell'd  up  with  Pieonafms,  Tautologies  and  Repetiti- 
ons, which  adorns  all  his  Works,  and  exceeds  even  the 
torrens  dicendi  Copia  of  Tully  Himfelf.  He  may  like- 
wife  be  known  by  the  Correclnefs  of  his  Language,  the 
Depth  of  his  Learning,  the  Generality  of  his  Senti- 
ments, and  the  Strength  of  his  Reafoning ;  as  well  as  by 
his  Uriel  Regard  to  Truth,  Decency  and  good  Manners. 
But  above  all,  this  polite  Gentleman  is  remarkable  for 
his  rigid  Adherence  to  the  Point  in  Debate,  and  the 
conftant  Pains  He  takes  to  avoid  all  perfonal  Alterca- 
tions, or  Deviations  from  the  Argument,  which  can 
ferve  only  to  divert  the  Attention  of  the  Reader.  He 
would  fcorn  to  call  Himfelf  an  honeft  Man,  like  this 
Stater  of  Cafes,  or  to  make  any  Pretenfions  to  Praife,  as 
an  Englijhman,  whilft  He  was  viiibly  earning  the 
Wages  of  Servitude,  and  endeavouring  to  fcribble  away 
the  Liberties  of  his  Country.  He  hath  too  much  Ho- 
nour 
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nour  and  good  Senfe,  to  impute  my  Writings  to  any 
Gentleman,  without  the  leaft  vifible  Foundation  of 
Proof,  or  Reafon;  and  to  expect  any  Credit,  at  the 
fame  Time,  when  He  afferts  that  all  the  Papers,  pub- 
lifh'd  in  bis  Name,  are  written  by  Himfelf  only,  with- 
out the  Affiftance,  Direction,  or  even  the  Privity  of  his 
Patron  ;  though  He  is  pleafed  indeed  to  reward  Him 
for  them,  and  to  cram  them  down  the  Throats  of  the 
People,  under  his  Influence.  His  generous  Heart  would 
not  fuffer  Him  to  infill  upon  any  Topicks,  which  He 
knows  his  Adverfaries  are  not  at  Liberty  to  examine ; 
or  to  employ  any  Weapons  of Offence  in  the  Caufe  of 
his  Patron,  which  cannot  be  made  Ufe  of  in  Return 
for  Defence ;  especially  at  a  Time,  when  one  Convitlion 
hangs  over  our  Heads,  and  another  Prof  ecu tion  is  already 
commenced  againft  us.  He  is  a  Man  of  more  Can- 
dour and  Humanity,  as  He  hath  often  allured  us  Him- 
felf, than  to  take  any  Advantages  of  us,  in  fuch  a  Si- 
tuation, or  make  any  Attempts  to  draw  us  into  farther 
Difficulties. 

It  is  impomble  therefore  that  this  Piece  Ihould  come 
from  a  Gmtleman  of  fuch  worthy  Principles  and  ge- 
nerous Difpoiitions  ;  whole  great  Acquirements  in  po- 
lite Literature  have  been  improved  by  the  Knowledge 
of  Mankind,  and  whole  Manners  have  been  polifh'd 
in  the  Courts  of  Princes ;  a  Gentleman,  who  hath  had 
the  Honour  of  being  admitted  into  the  Counfels  of  Se- 
nates, the  Secrets  of  the  Cabinet,  and  the  Intimacies  of 
a  firft  Minifter.  —  No  ;  This  muft  be  the  Production 
of  fome  very  low  Wretch,  of  vulgar  Education  and  for- 
did Principles,  who  hath  put  his  little  Genius  upon  the 
Rack,  in  Hopes  of  recommending  Himfelf  to  the  fame 
Favour  and  Encouragement,  which  have  been  lately- 
extended  to  Multitudes  of  others.  The  Man,  "We  fee, 
hath  not  been  difappointed  in  his  Expectations.  The 
Oifals  of  his  Brain  have  found  a  good  Market,  and  He 
hath  the  Pleafure  of  feeing  them  diftributed  thro'  all 
the  Cities,  Boroughs,  Towns  corporate,  and  little  Vil- 
lages 
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Jages  of  England.  I  think  myielf  therefore  obliged  to 
take  fome  Notice  of  a  Piece,  which  hath  been  diftin- 
guihYd  in  this  Manner ;  for  it  may  be  thought  an  high 
Contempt  of  that  Authority,  which  gave  it  Life  and 
hath  forced  it  into  the  World,  if  I  mould  let  it  pafs  al- 
together in  Silence. 

We  are  told  that   this  State  of  the  Cafe  was  occa- 
fion'd  and  made 'neceiTary  by  our  Paper   of  the  4th  of 
Dec.  lail,  being  a  fhort  Recapitulation  of  the  principal 
Subjects,  which  We  had  treated  from  our  firft  Appea- 
rance in  the  Crafifman  to  that  Time.     The  Defign   of 
that  Paper  was    to  fubmit  the  Merits  of  our  Writings 
to  the  Judgment  of  the  World.     It  was  written  with- 
out any  Rancour,  or  Bitterneis,  and  confiited  chiefly  of 
plain  Matters  of  Fa 61.     It  was' indeed  an  appeal  to  the 
Publick,  as  this  Writer  calls  it  Himfelf ;  and  I  am  rea~- 
dy  to  agree  with  him  that  the  Queftim,  in  this  Cafe, 
will  be  whether  thofe   Men,  who  make  thefe  Appeals, 
deferve  to  ell  of  the  People,   to  whom  They  appeal;  whe- 
ther They  have  done  their  Country  Service,  or  Damage  5 
and  whether  They  had  the  Intention  of  doing  Good  to   the 
Publuk. Thefe  are   the  Points,  which  He  under- 
takes to  examine,  by  reviewing  the  Proceedings  of  the 
laft  five  Years  ;  but  how  hath  He  examined  them  ? 
Hath  He  enter'd  into  the  Merits  even  of  one  of  thefe 
Points,  upon  which  the  Appeal  was  made,  and  by  which 
it  ought  to  be  try'd  ?  No  ;  the  whole  Pamphlet  is  no- 
thing bur  a  long,  loofe,  general  Declamation,  fill'd  up 
with  perfonal  Scurrility  and  Arguments  drawn  from 
P oft u lata,  which  have  been  always  deny'd  on  one  Side, 
and  can  never  be  proved  on  the  other.      One  half  of 
it   confifts  of  a  tedious,,  long-winded  Para phraie  on  the 
itale  Topick  of  Ambition,  Dif appointment  and  Revenge. 
Inftead   of  proving  that   the  Oppofition  was  commenced 
and  carried  on  againfr.  good  Meafurcs,  which  is  certain- 
ly  the  Point,    He  contents  Himielf  with  repeated  A(- 
fertions  that  it  proceeded  from  bad  Motives,  and  from 
thence  infers  that  they  muft  be  good  Meafures ;  which 

is 
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is  no  logical  Conclufion,  even  if  the  Premifes  had  been 
proved.  This  hath  been  often  obferved  on  our  Side 
and  will  admit  of  no  Anfwer.  Such  a  r  Method  of 
Reaibning  therefore,  or  rather  of  Prevarication,  is  not 
only  begging  theQueftion,  but  building  falfe  Arguments 
upon  it,  iuppofing  it  to  be  granted.  The  Matter  in 
Queftion  is,  whether  the  Meafures,  which  have  been 
oppored,  were  bad  Me af ures ;  and  if  That  can  be 
proved,  it  is  of. but  little  Importance  to  the  Publick 
from  what  Motives  the  Oppoiition  arole ;  which  can 
jiever  be  fully  afcertairAi,  till  We  have  found  out  fome 
Method  of  looking  into  the  Hearts  of  Men  ;  though  I 
think  the  Probability  at  leaft  on  our  Side,  and  that  the 
Opposition  of  bad  Meafures  may  be  generally  fuppofed 
to 'proceed  from  good  Motives.  This  is  a  true  State  of 
the  Cafe  in  a  few  Words,  without  any  Partiality  or 
Difguife ;  and  I  once  more  appeal  to  the  Publick  for 
their  Opinion  upon   it. 

The  next  ftale  Topic!?,  which  He  hath  trumpM  up 
again,  is  the  Mifchief  thefe  Writings  have  done  to  our 
foreign  Affairs,  by  encouraging  our  Enemies  to  inhance, 
or  perfiil  in  their  Demands.  All  the  bad  Confequences 
of  the  Hanover,  Seville  and  Vienna  "Treaties  are  imputed 
to  Thole,  who  did  not  approve  them, 'and  had  no 
Hand  in  negotiating  them.  To  Them  are  owing  all 
our  Misfortunes  and  illUlage  both  at  home  and  abroad  ; 
fuch  as  the  Depredations  of  our  Merchant?,  the  Repara- 
tion of  Dunkirk,  and  the  new  Works  before  Gibraltar ; 
as  well  as  the  miferable  Decay  of  Trade,  the  Burthen 
of  our  Taxes,  and  the  Increase,  or  Continuance  of  our 
Debts. 

This  Argument  likewi'e  hath  been  fufficiently  an- 
fwer'd  already,  in  feveral  of  our  Papers ;  and  I  am. 
always  lorry  to  trouble  the  Reader  with  Reperitions ; 
but  when  the  fame  Objections  are  reiterated  upon  us,  at 
particular  Periods,  and  to  ferve  particular  Turns,  We 
are  obliged  to  obviate  them  with  the  fame  Anfwer  s.  I 
Vol.  VIII.  C  c  will 
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will  however  be  as  fhort  in  my  Reply  to  this  Point,  as 
I  was  to  the  former. 

In  the  firil  Place,  I  am  fully  perfuaded,  in  my  own 
Confcience,  that  tbefe  Writings  have  been  of  infinitely 
more  Service  than  Detriment  to  the  Nation,  even  with 
Regard,  to  our  foreign  Affairs ;  and  I  think  it  hath  not 
been  urged  that  they  have  prejudiced  our  Affairs  at 
home  any  farther  than  as  one  may  be  influenced  by  the 
other. 

But  fuppofmg  that  they  have  been  attended  with 
fome  Inconveniences,  as  I  have  often  allow'd  j  are  We  to 
fuffer,    what  We  imagine,    wrong  Me  a  fur  es  to  be  pur- 
sued without  any  Cenfure,    or  Controul,  left  our  Ene- 
mies fhould  take  fome  Advantage  of  our  Difputes  about 
them  ;   or,  if  That  is  the  Cafe,    what  will  become  of 
our  boafted  Privileges,    as  Englijhmen,    the  Liberty  of 
the  Prefs,    and  even  the  Liberty  of  Parliament  itielf  ? 
Let  the  Writers  againf  us  anfwer  directly  to  this  Point, 
and  mew  us,    if  They  can,  that  the  Freedom  of  Debate 
in  Parliament  does  not  tend  to  obftrucl  our  foreign  Af- 
fairs, and  give  our  Enemies  an  Advantage,  as  much  as 
the  Liberty  of  difcuffir.g  them  in  Print.     Here  lies  the 
Strefs  of  the  Argument,    which  it  is  incumbent  upon 
Them  to  clear  up,  if  They  would  be  thought  to  write 
any  Thing  to  the  Purpofe. 

To  give  this  Argument  a  little  Colour,  He  quotes  a 
PafTage  of  Lord  Lexingtons  Letter  from  Madrid  in  the 
latter  Part  of  the  late  Queen's  Time,  where  He  gives  an 
Account  of  his  Converiation  with  King  Philip,  about 
the  Catalans.  We  know,  fays  that  Prince,  that  the  , 
Peace  is  as  neceffary  to  you,  as  it  is  to  us ;  and  that 
you  will  not  break  off  the  Negotiation  for  a  Trifle.  — 
For  God's  Sake,  how  could  the  Fellow  be  fuch  an  ar- 
rant Blockhead  as  to  quote  this  Authority  ?  It  is  con- 
fers1 d  that  Oppofition  may  dilireis  a  Minifler,  who  pur- 
fues  Meajures,  contrary  to  the  Intereft  of  his  Country, 
as  We  both  allow  the  Meajures  of  thofe  limes  to  be  ; 

but 
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but  what  hath  This  to  do  with  our  prefent  happy 
Times,  and  the  Meafures  of  our  prefent^.  excellent  Mi- 
vifters  ? 

What  this  worthy  Cafuift  hath  ftated  as  our  political 
Creed,  concerning  the  Liberty  of  the  Prefs,  is  of  a  Piece 
with  the  reft  of  his  Book ;  a  wretched  Prevarication, 
and  even  a  downright  Falihood.  Did  we  ever  claim 
an  unbounded  Licence  to  abuje  all  Perfons,  and  all  Things, 
with  Impunity  ;  or  have  We  not  frequently  declared 
againft  it  ?  This  is  the  peculiar  Privilege  of  the  Writers 
on  the  other  Side ;  and  I  am  fure  nobody  can  fay  that 
They  have  been  fparing  in  the  Exercife  of  it. 

The  Check,  which  We  have  lately  received  from  the 
Lazv,  feerns  to  give  Him  a  great  Deal  of  Pleafure,  and 
"We  are  much  obliged  to  Him  for  his  kind  Endeavours 
to  inflame  the  Refentments  of  Power,  and  ilir  up  other 
Profecutions  againft  us. 

And  here  it  is  proper  to  take  Notice  of  a  Paper, 
which  I  have  juft  read,  in  the  Daily  Courant  of  Satur- 
day, Jan.  8,  in  which  the  Hague  Letter  is  re- 
printed, with  an  invidious  and  fcandalous  Comment 
upon  it ;  for  though  the  Jury  found  it  a  Libel,  yet  I 
apprehend  that  the  Matter  of  it  was  not  attempted  to 
be  proved  falfe  on  one  Side,  and  that  the  Council  on 
the  other  were  not  allow'd  to  verify  it,  but  that  the 
VerdiR  was  founded  on  a  Principle  of  Law,  or  the 
Practice  of  it,  that  a  Book,  or  Paper,  may  be  a  Libel, 
tho'  the  Subitance  is  true.  I  don't  know  what  Privi- 
lege the  Writer  of  the  Courant  might  have  to  publiih 
this  Letter,  after  it  had  been  declared  a  Libel,  in  a 
judicial  Manner ;  but  I  can  make  a  fhrewd  Guefs  what 
would  have  been  my  Fate,  if  1  had  taken  the  fame 
Liberty.  This  is  our  hard  Lot,  and  We  mull  fubmit 
to  it,  without  any  Reply,  under  all  fuch  ungenerous 
Infults  and  Aggravations.   • 

In  the  remaining  Part  of  this  Pamphlet,  the  Author 
defcants  very  fluently,  for  above  twenty  Pages  together, 
againft  the  Meafures  of  Queen  Anne,  ac  the  latter  End 
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of  her  Reign,  and  feems  to  carefs  Himfelf  upon  having 
demonftrated  the  Uprightness  of  his  Patron's  Conduct 
and  the  Iniquity  of  his  Oppofers,  by  pointing  out  fome 
particular  Blemifhes  in  that  Adminift ration  ;  for  it  is  a 
conftant  Maxim  with  all  tbefe  Writers  to  make  us  an- 
fwerable  for  the  Mea fares  of  tbofe  Times,  though  We 
have  declared  our  general  Disapprobation  of  them, 
upon  many  Occafions.  But  when  Argument  is  againll 
1  hem,  and  Blackening  becomes  neceffary,  They  mull 
not  fiick  at  any  Thing  to  earn  their. Money. 

He  hath,  indeed,  pick'd  up  a  Paffage,  in  one  of 
our  Papers,  concerning  the  Conduct  of  tbofe  Minifters 
towards  Writers,  which  He  feems  to  think  hath  pinn'd 
us  down  ;  and  I  mufl  be  fo  ingenuous  as  to  acknow- 
ledge that  it  is  liable  to  fome  juil  Exceptions ;  the  Pro- 
ceedings againll  Sir  Ricbard  Steele  and  the  Bifhop  of 
St.  Afapb  being  mention'd  as  the  only  Inilances  of  Se- 
verity, which  the  Gentlemen  tben  in  Power  exerted 
againll  Writers  ',  but  as  I  wrote  that  Paper  My f elf,  I 
am  able  to  allure  the  Publick  that  the  Miftake  did  not 
proceed  from  any  Defign  of  impofing  on  the  Reader, 
which  would  have  been  exeedihgly  weak,  fo  foon  after 
thofe  Transactions.  The  Truth  'is,  that  the  Cafes  of 
Hurt  and  Ridpatb  (which  are  the  only  material  ones 
mentioned  by  tbis  Writer)  had  flipt  out  of  my  Memory, 
as  I  wrote  the  Paper  without  confulting  any.  Books,  and 
I  have  not  yet  acquainted  Myfelf  with  the  Nature  of 
their  Offence. '  I  am  however  fenfible  of  my  Miftake, 
and  if  this  Writer  can  point  out  any  more,  ■  as  no 
Doubt  there  are  many  in  the  whole  Collection,  I  fhall 
be  ready  to  acknowledge  them,  in  the  fame  Manner, 
and  promife  to  correct  them,  if  I  mould  live  to  fee 
another  Impreffion  of  the  Craftsman. 

But  I  am  afraid  this  Gentleman's  Memory  hath  fail'd 
Him  as  well  as  mine,  when  He  extolls  the  Lenity  of 
another  Mini/ler  towards  Writers,  and  his  tender  Re- 
gard for  the  Liberty  of  tbe  Prefs.  I  believe  I  could 
be  able  to  mention  a  firft  Day  of  Term,    fince  the 
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Year  171 1,  when  at  leaft  fourteen  Book  fellers,  "Printers 
and  Publijhers  made  their  Appearance  in  the  Court  of 
King's  Bench;  and  He  mull  certainly  remember  one 
Instance  of  Severity,  in  which  I  apprehend  fome 
fmall  Deviations  were  made  from  the  ordinary  Courfe 
cf  Juftice,  and  the  known  Laws  of  our  Country.  I  have 
been  inform'd  that  even  his  Patron  Himfelf  acknow- 
ledged it  to  be  a  little  Stretch  of  Power,  and  made  fome 
Apologies  for  it.  Nay,  I  make  it  a  Doubt  whether 
He  can  find  any  Parallel  of  this  Cafe,  in  the  latter  Part 
of  Queen  Anne's  Reign  ;  or,  perhaps,  even  under  any 
Adminiflration  fince  That  of  King  Charles  II.  when 
the  Lord  Chief  Juftice  Scroggs  made  a  R.ule  of  Court, 
to  prohibit  the  future  Publication  of  a  certain  weekly 
Paper ;  which  Rule  was  voted  illegal  and  arbitrary  in 
Parliament,  and  the  Lord  Chief  Juftice  was  ordered  to 
be  impeach'd  for  it. 

Having  taken  this  curfory  Survey  of  our  Author *s 
State  of  the  Cafe,  I  mufl  beg  the  Reader's  Patience, 
whilft  I  point  out  fome  extraordinary  Remarks, 
which  are  fcatter'd  through  the  whole. 

He  begins  with  telling  us,  that  immediately  before 
the  Oppofition  began,  the  People  in  general  were  per- 
fectly fatisfy'd  with  the  happy  Situation  of  our  Affairs, 
both  at  home  and  abroad;  that  neither  foreign  Broils 
threatened  Them,  nor  domeilick  Feuds  diftrafted  Them. 
He  then  aks,  what  was  done,  on  the  Part  of  the  Govern- 
ment, to  alter  fuch  a  Situation  of  Affairs  ?  Was  any  Li- 
berty invaded,  any  Property  injured,  or  a?iy  Man,  or 
Body  of  Men,  molefled?  Was  any  Grievance,  or  Inno- 
vation introduced,  or  countena?iad  by  the  Minifters  ? 
Was  not  all  poffible  Care  taken  by  Them,  to  keep  all 
Men  eafy  under  Them  ?  Conftant  Attention  was  given  to 
the  Dijcharge  of  our  Debts.  The  yearly  Supplies,  ask'd 
of  the  People,  were  moderate,  and  the  Manner  ofraijing 

them  scarcely  felt A  very  fine  Panegy rick 

truly,  and  not  unworthy  even  of  the  golden  Age  !  — » 
I3ut  I  wifh  He  would  have  been  pleafed  to  let  us  know 
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how  this  happy  Situation  was  firft  alter'd,  under  the 
Conduct  cf  fuch  able  Minifters,  who  were  in  veiled 
with  all  the  Power  of  this  flouriihing  Kingdom,  and 
had  the  Concurrence  of  the  People,  even  the  Mafs  of  the 
Multitude,  as  He  informs  us,  on  their  Side.  The  Dis- 
charge of  our  Debts  is  like  wife  a  Point,  whJch  deferves 
fome  farther  Explanation.  But  the  roundeil  AiTertion 
of  all  is,  that,  the  yearly  Supplies  and  Manner  of  raifing 
them  was  fcarcely  felt.  For  my  Part,  I  cannot  re- 
collect any  Period  of  Time,  in  my  Memory,  which 
deferves  this  Encomium  ;  unlefsWe  are  to  fuppofe  that 
Mankind  have  loft  all  Senfe  of  Feeling* 

I  obferve,  in  the  next  Place,  that  it  is  a  Blunder, 
very  common  amongft  thefe  Writers,  to  draw  the  real 
Character  of  their  own  Patron,  whilft  They  feem  to 
imagine  that  his  Oppofers  are  fitting  to  Them.  Thus 
every  Page  of  this  Pamphlet  is  fill'd  with  unfeaibnable 
Invectives  againfl  Avarice,  Ambition,  Corruption  and 
Luft  of  Power.  Nay,  in  one  Place,  the  Author  comes 
diredtly  to  the  Point,  when  He  fpeaks  of  the  Malice 
and  Selfijhnefs  of  fome  Perfons,  and  their  cruel  Revenge 
againfl  all,  who  fet  Bounds  to  their  Schemes  of  acquiring 
more  Power  than  is  fafe,  and  engr offing  more  Wealth 

than  is  honeft. In  the  Name  of  Wonder,  who  can 

thofe  Perfons  be  ? 

He  makes  another  Obfervation,  which  is  fo  very  ex- 
traordinary, that  I  will  cite  it  at  large,  both  for  the 
Contemplation  of  the  Publick,  and  to  prevent  any 
Charge  of  Mifreprefentation. 

If  the  Profit  of ferving  the  Publick  ///Places,  fays 
He,  be  computed  at  any  Sum,  and  This  be  raifed  equally 
upon  the  People,  that  Party,  which  is  admitted  into 
Truft, 'will have  more  than  a  Retribution;  whilft  the 
other  Party  is  like  a  Scale,  continually  lofing  Weight, 
without  any  new  Acceffion  to  maintain  the  Ballance  ;  fo 
that,  in  a  certain  Procefs  of  Time,  the  lofing  Party  muft 
quite  dwindle  to  nothing,  and  the  prevailing  Party,  by 
continuing  in  Employments    of   Profit,     muft  become, 

able 
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able    to    pur  chafe    all    the    Lands    in    the 
Kingdom. 

I  perfectly  agree  with  our  political  Cafuifl  in  the 
Force  of  this  Argument,  and  am  only  furprized  what 
could  poffefs  Him,  of  all  People  in  the  World,  to 
make  Ufe  of  it.  It  is  certainly  true,  as  He  obferves, 
that  the  Court-Party,  by  the  Multiplication  of  Offices , 
is  grown  an  over-Ballance  for  the  Country-Party,  and 
that  the  People  in  Place  may  be  abk  .  in  a  certain  Pro- 
cefs  of  Time,    to  buy  all  the  People '/  who  are  out  of 

Place. Thus  may  it  really  comf'^/»afs  that  the 

yearly  Supplies,  and  the  Manner  ofraifing  them,   will  be 
fcarcely  felt  by  any  Body,  except  Thofe,  who  collecl: 
them,  and  have  the  Money  in  their  Pockets. 

I  fhall  take  Notice  of  but  one  Thing  more  in  this 
Piece ;  for  I  am  quite  ftck  of  expofmg  fuch  impudent 
Follies  and  glaring  Abfurdities. 

The  whole  Body  of  the  Whigs,  fays  this  judicious 
Writer,  had  the  high  eft  Reafon  to  be  faiisffd  with  the 
Courfe  of  Things;  (which  tended,  as  He  faid  before, 
to  put  Them  in  Pofieffion  of  all  the  Lands  in  the  King- 
dom ;)  but  it  was  imfoffible  to  continue  that  Satisfac- 
tion among  .  them  long,  when  once  They  begun  to  differ 
about  the  fever  al  Shares  of  Power  and  Favour.  //  was 
not  difficult,  adds-  He,  to  make  The?n  agree  that  all 
Employments  of  Trull  and  Pro£t  fhnuld  be  divided 
among  Themfelves ;  but  how  to  make  the  refpective 
Allotments,  and  how  to  fatisfy  Particulars  that  what 
fhojuld  fall  to  their  feveral  Shares  was  as  much  as 
properly  belonged  to  Them,  or  that  They  ought  to  follicit 
no  more  ;  This  was  the  difficult  Task  indeed,  and  This, 
in  the  Nature  of  Things,  muft  produce  Divifion  ;  fo  that 
it  was  not  pofjible,  by  any  means  in  the  World,  to 
prevent  Faclion  and  Opposition — Now,  wbofe  Pitlure 
is  this  Man  drawing  again  ?  Who  was  thefrft  State- 
Schifmatlck,  the  firft  Whig-Renegado,  who,  not  content 
with  his  particular  Share  .of  Poiver,  large  as  it  was, 
run  furiouily  riot  againft  Thofe,  who  defeated  his  am- 
bitious 
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bitious  Defigns,  and  fet  up  an  Oppofaion,  which  not 
only  divided  the  Body  of  the  Whigs,  but  even  affected 
the  Head  of  Them  ? — If  any  Perfon  can  be  at  aLofs 
to  guefs  who  this  Man  was,  let  Him  read  the 
Defection  considered. 

It  cannot  be  expected  that  I  fhould  give  any  Anfwer 
to  thofe  vile  Infatuations, '  of  a  private  Nature,  which 
are  repeated  in  three  or  four  Places  of  this  Pamphlet. 
As  it  is  impoffible  for  Me  to  have  any  Knowledge  of 
thofe  AfFairs,  (c  -:"  have  no  Authority  to  fay  any  Thing 
upon  them  ;  i*rH  the  Gentleman  concerned  is  abfolutely 
precluded  from  juftifying  Himfelf,  by  the  very  Nature 
of  the  Charge ;  but  if  the  ftrongeft  Marks  of  Improba- 
bility, and  even  Abfurdity,  ought  to.  be  allow*d  a 
negative  Proof,  (as  tbefe  Writers  inlifted,  in  another 
Cafe,  without  the  fame  Reafon)  it  ftands  in  need  of  no 
farther  Confutation ;  and  the  Publick  will  eafily  excule 
any  Gentleman  from  entering  into  a  formal  Defence  of 
Himfelf  againrt  an  objcure  Wretch,  who  feems  privi- 
leged to  treat  even  Majefly  itielf  with  the  molt  unr 
pardonable  Infolence,  by  propagating  Infmuations,  ab- 
folutely inconfiftent  with  the  Honour  and  Dignity  of 
the  Crown. 

But  I  think  myfelf  at  Liberty  to  take  Notice  of  ano- 
ther fcandalous  Suggeftion,  relating  to  Mr.  Francklinrs 
Trial,  which  even  the  virtuous  Mr.  Walfingham  hath 
thought  fit  to  broach  in  his  Free-Briton  of  Jan.  the 
5  th.  He  tells  us  that  it  hath  been  credibly  affirmed  that 
the  honourable  Perfon  (whom  He  calls  my  Patron)  was 
f  leafed  to  take  out  one  of  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Pannel, 
before  He  was  fworn,  and  lad  much  Converfation  with 
Him  in  the  Exchequer  Coffee  Houfe. 

Now,  it  is  not  only  credibly  affirmed,  but  I  am  fully 
affined  that  this  Story  is  an  abjolute  Falfhood ;  as  many 
Gentlemen,  of  undoubted  -Honour  and  Integrity,  are 
able  to  teftify  ;•  and  if  it  is  true,  let  the  Juryman  ap- 
pear, as  We  defy  Him  to  do,  and  acquaint  the  Publick 
with  thc-Subftan.ee  of  the  Converfation,  which  pafled 

between 
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between  Him  and  the  other  Gentleman,  who  is  charged 
with  taking  Htm  out  in  this  Manner. 

I  am  very  forry  to  detraft,  in  any  Manner,  from 
that  excellent  Character,  which  I  have  given  Mr.  Wal- 
Jingham  in  the  former  Part  of  this  Paper ;  but  if 
his  Intelligence  from  the  Exchequer  Cojfee-Houfe  mould 
not  be  fully  proved,  I  fhall  be  obliged  to  give  him 
up,  in  this  Inftance,  as  an  Inventor  and  Publifher  of 
infamous  Falfhoods. 

It  would  be  endlefs  to  purfue  thefe  Writers 
through  all  their  Dirt  and  Scandal.  We  mull  there- 
fore leave  the  World  to  judge,  from  an  Inltance  or 
twro,  what  Credit  ought  to  be  given  to  a  Parcel  of 
Wretches,  who  have  proftituted  Themselves  to  the  fer- 
vile  Drudgery  of  propagating  fuch  Lies  and  Forge- 
ries  through  the  Kingdom.  Z>. 


<tb$  End  of  Vol.  VIII. 
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